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BOOK VI. 

The War of Bengal. 

H E fcopc of our narrative now calls us from the Coaft of 
j Coromandel to relate the calamities which at this time befel 
the Englifli fcttlcments in Bengal ; previous to which, it 
is requifite to inveftigate the rife and progrefs of the Englifh com- 
merce in the province, and to give fome portion of the hiftory of 
the Mahomedan government. 

Bengal is the cafternmoft of .the provinces which compofe the 
empire of the great Alogul, It lies between the degrees 26. 30. and 
21. 30. of north latitude, and extends from the 86th to the 97th 
degree of longitude, computing frorfi the meridian of London. Its 
area is nearly 2 1 fquare degrees. 

The Ganges, from its irruption through the mountains of the 
frontier, flows for 300 miles to the fouth-eaft, when it receives the 
Jumna at Allaliabad.- From hence its courfe continues 300 miles 
almoft direftly caft, when having, received feven large rivers, and 
more of inferior note, it enters .the province of Bengal, according to 
VoL. II. ■ B . the 



^The War or Bengal. BookVL 

the ailcietit deiinitiori, in the latitude of- '25. 10, where its current 
on the right hand waflies the foot of a mountain called Tacriagully, 
from whence it ftrikes to the se, untirit reacheth the fea. A hundred 
miles below Tacriagully it fends off an arni to .the fouth, which is 
Called the river of CoJJiinBiittar and 50 'miles lower, ailother, called 
the Jellngeer, which, after flowing : about 40 -fniles to the sw, 
unites with the other at a to^vn called Nuddeah. The river 
formed by the junction of thefe jtwo' .ft'reams is /oinetimes called 
the Uttle Ganges^ but more commonly the river Htighley, ■which after 
flowing 1 20 miles of latitude in a courfe which does hot vei^ge- 
more than one point to the weftward of the. fouth, gains the 
fea in the latitude of 21. 30 at the ifland of Sagor. The main 
body of the Ganges, - which for diftinclion is* called the great- 
Ganges, continues from the commencement of the river of Coffim- 
buzar, receiving a multitude of ftreams from the left, until it 
reacheth the latitude- of 22. 45 j where its waters are met by thofe 
of another river even larger than itfelF, called the Barampuirab,. 
which rifes on the eaftern fide of the vafi:, mountains that fend forth 
the Ganges to the weft. The conflux of thefe two mighty rivers is 
tunlultuous, and has formed feveral large iflands between their 
jundion and the op.en,fea, which , their waters, through feveral 
extenfive channels, reach about 35 miles lower down, in the latitude 
of 22. 10. tacriagully is the terminarion of a vaft range of moun- 
tains, which accompanies the courfe of the Ganges frorn the weft 
and about '50 miles weft of Tacriagully, -where they, begin to form 
the north boundary of Bengal on. this'fide the river, pother range 
ftrikes from them to the fouth, but in a curve fwelling to the weft- 
■w'ard, wdiich terminates within fight of the fea, at the Nelligree 
hills, 30 miles inland from the town of Ballafore, in the- latitude of 
21. 30. Several diftrids belonging to Bengal lie interfperfed within 
thefe mountains, but none beyond them ; for to the wefhvard they 
extend feveral degrees, and are in fbme parts impaflable, as far as 
the province of Berar in the Decan ; to the north they divide Bengal . 
from the fouthern divifion of Behar, and to the' fouth, feem the 
natural feparation' of Bengal from Orixa, which neverthelefs has 

acquired 
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ncojulrtd n liMcl of couniry wiihln tlicm, extending 20 miles along 
the {ca-coarts iVt^m B.ilalorc to the river of Pipley, which dil- 
emhogm s oppolilc to llic I (land of Sagor. On the eaftern fide of the 
(hnngc!;, iltc territory of Bengal extends to the north as fir as tlic 
latitude of 26. 30. where it is hounded hy the. foot of the firn. range 
of mountains appnvacliing TliilKt. By the acquifition of a country, 
crdled the territory on this fule the river extends 20 miles 

ntorc to the wed thati 'I'neriagully on the other ; and a line nearly 
jiorih and f«>ulh, from tlic ntutherti mountains to the Ganges, 
marks ilie boundary htiwcen Purnca and tlie province of Bchar. 
From lliis line the. territory of Hentxal extends iHo miles to the ead- 
ward as far as Rangamatty, a town belonging to the kitig of Afi'am, 
fituated in the latitude of 26. ic. on the river Baramputrah. The 
evnu'fe of this river from Rangamatty to the fi-a feems the natural 
boundary of Bengal to the ea(l ; hut confulerahlc didricls have been 
accpiircd on the other fide of If, which will he defcrilicd as occafion 
requires ; and at (lie upper part of the fea-coad which hounds tltc 
!»ay of Bengrd to tiic cad, the. province «)f Chittigan has been wreded 
from the. kingdom t'f Aracan. 

I'lie fea-coaO i>etween llu- mouths of the river Mughlcy and the 
Great Ganges, extends 1 Ho miles, and tlie whole tracl is a drear}'' 
unholpiiahle (Iv'iv, which fands .and whirlpools render inaccefliblo 
from the fea to (hips of burden; and for feveral miles inward, the 
land is inieii'ecled irv nunu rous channels, wliich derive from both 
rivers, and dilemhoguc by many mouths into the fea, The idands 
formed by thefe channels are covered with tliickcts, and occupied 
by deer and tygers. 

The. triangle incUuled by the Coflimlnr/.ar and Hugliley rivers to 
the wed, hy the Great Ganges to tlic cad, and liy the fca-coad to 
the fouth, ns well ns a large tra<d on either hand and to the north of 
this Delta, is as level as the liuuly deferts of Alrica, or Arabia ; and, 
like fome of the countries on the banks of tlic river of Amazons, 
no where proiluccs a finglc done. The foil is a dratum of the richeft 
mould lying on a deep (and, which being intcrfpcrlcd with fliells, 
indicates the land to have been overflowed. Such parts of this im- 
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nr-iifc plr.in are not watered by the Ganges and its branches, arc- 
fertilized 1)}’ many other Breams from the mountains, and for the 
fpace of three months, from May to Augiifi:, when the Sun is moftly 
in the zenith, heavy rains fall every day. 

Hence the luxuriance of tiic foil fupplies the lubliBance of the 
in!inl)irants witli lefs labour than any other country in the world.. 
Rice, which makes the greateft part of their food, is produced in 
fuch plenty in the lower parts of the province, that it is often fold 
on the fpot at the rate of 2 pounds for 'a farthing : a number of 
other arable grains, and a Bill greater variety of fruits and culinary 
vegetables, as well as the fjnccs of their diet, are raifed, as wanted, 
with equal calc : fugar, although requiring a more attentive culti- 
vation, thrives every where : although their kine arc of a mean race, 
and give little milk, yet the defc£l; of exuberance is fupplied by the 
snultitudc of the animals ; the caBs who cat (ifli, find them fwarm- 
ing in all the Breams and ponds of the country, and fait is produced 
in abundance in the iflands near the fca. Hence in fpitc of (Iclpotifm 
rite province is extremely populous : and the vacation from agri- 
cult lire leaves a much greater number of the inhabitants, tlian can 
be Ij'-arcd in others, at Icifurc to apply thcmfclvcs to the loom ; fb 
that more cotton and filk arc manufadured in Bengal than in thrice 
the f:unc extent of country throughout the empire, and confcquently 
at much cheaper rates. The grcatcB part of thefe manufadurcs,. 
atid v: the raw filk, is exported ; and Europe receives - the largcB 
lli.tre ; the rcB goes by land and fea to different parts of the empire,, 
.•nd other countries; to which they likewife fend rice, fugar, bcetle- 
nu.t, ginger, long-pepper, turmcrick, and a variety of other drugs. 


.H'.d j'.ii<;!u>rtion? (»f the foil. Their real wants- from abroad arc only 
t;;e :ve.‘a\ ; hut fuicc Europe has opened a trade to India, they have 
e orifunit-ii largv quantities of woollen manufndiires, and require 
are; , r.sul a variety of mechanical implements better than tlicy can 
r;;..kv th":iifclvr feue from fancy, hut the greateB part for ulc. 
ri/.- of advantages peculiar to this country have induced 

'.at’erij ’.vorld to rail it the paradift; of India ; ntid the weftern, 
v.id;;-.-.: 1 y: ''.’dv, tb.e rich kingdom of Bengal. But thefe .ad- 


vantages, 
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vantages, throiigli a long conrfe of generations, have concurred 
with the languor peculiar to the unelaftic atmofphere of the 
climate, to debafe all the eflential * qualities of the human race, 
and notwithftanding the general effeminacy of charadler which is 
vifible in ail the Indians throughout the empire, the natives of 
Bengal are ftill of weaker frame and more enervated difpofition than 
thofe of any other province : bodily ftrength, courage, and forti- 
tude are unknown : even the labour of the common people is totally 
void of energy ; and they are of a'ftupidity which neither wifhes 
nor feems to be capable of extending its operations into any variety 
of mechanical dexterity. All thole of the better cafts, who are not 
fixed to the loom, are bred to the details_^f traffic and money, in. 
which their patience and' perfeverance are as great as their deteftation 
of danger, and aveffion to bodily fatigue ; and it is. common to fee 
the accounts of a huckfter in his ftall, who does not exchange, the 
value of two-rupees in the day, as voluminous as the books of a con- 
fiderable merchant in Europe^ 

The natives of Bengal derive their religion from a code called the- 
Shafter, which they affert to. be the genuine feripture of Bramah, in 
preference to the Yidam, of which the followers aliert the contrary,, 
whilft neither underftand the language of the original text, which, 
is called tlie^Shanfcrit the very difufe of this language is of the. 
molt remote antiquity;, it.. is preferved only by the Brains, .and; 
underllood .but ...by, very few .even ..of -them. The two codes of 
the Shafter and Vidam divide almoft equally the whole body of the- 
Indian religion throughout Indoftan.. The followers of the Shafter 
are diftinguifhed by the name of Gentoos. 

The language as well as- the written cliaradter of Bengal are pe- 
culiar to the natives, and not ufed in any other, province, and both, 
feem to be bafe derivations from: the Shanferit.. 

It appears from the hiftory of Feritll^ia that the fovereignly of the 
Mahomedans was eftablifhed in Bengal about the year 1200, during 
tlie reign of Scheabbedin, the Gauride. At . this time the capital 
was Luchiout}^ an immenfe city, to which the natives attributed, 
great antiquity it was- fituated on the riglit. fide of the. Ganges,, 

about 
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about ao miles north of the illand of Coflibivzar, and about the 
fame dilfancc to the fouth ofMauida. From the. feign , of Scheab- 
bcdin to the invafion of Tamerlane in 1399, the country during two, 
centuries is always fuppofed annexed to the empire of Delhi, al- 
though its governors fometimes afteded royalty ; and the -provincej 
during this period, has more than once been conferred on. princes of 
the royal blood, wdio flood neareft the throne. vThe -confufions in 
the empire, -which follow^ed the invafion of Tamerlane, g-a^e the 
rulers of Bengal better opportunity to affert and maintain inde- 
pendence. In 1447 they appear afluming the flile and. dignity of 
kings, and in 1494, Sultan Alla ul dien, as monarch of Bengal, 
makes peace on equal terms ivith Sultan Secunder emperor of Delhi. 
From this time the continual convullions of the throne, until it was 
fei'/xd by the intrepid hand of Baber, left the Sultans of Bengal 
without the apprehenfion of controul from the tranfitory fovereigns 
w'ho filled thcmfclves emperors, and even Baber, until his death, in 
1530, had too much to do in confirming his authority in other parts 
of Indoflan to look to Bengal: but in 1534 the. reigning Sultan 
was expelled by the famous adventurer Sherc Cawn, %vho himfelf 
in, 1 5 39 quitted the province on the, approach, of .the emperor 
Homaion fbn of Baber. This is the firfl eflablifliment made by the' 
houfc of Tamerlane in the province,, but it was of fliort duration ; 
for Shore Cawn defeated Homaion on his return to Agra, irinmedi- 
atcly after wliich he recovered the dominion of Bengal, and armed 
by the means it aftbrded, drove Homaion out of Indoflan into Perfia, 
and aflumed the the throne of Delhi in 1542.. He died in 1545 ; 
his Ion and fucceflbr Selim in 1552; and during their reigns no 
commotions appear in Bengal ; but during the three abrupt fuc- 
ccflions after Selim, until Homaion recovered Delhi in- 1535, Bengal 
was continually difputcd, and by Icveral competitions. Homaion 
died in 1556, the year after he was rcinthroned, and flrong re- 
bellions in the intermediate countries kept Bengal independant of 
Delhi until the year 1575, when tlic generals of Acbar reduced the 
province, and a part of Orixa, after which Bengal remained in fub- 
jcilion until 1624, when it w’as -wreflcd from the empire by Shaw 

jehan 
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Jchan in rebellion againft his father the emperor Jehanguire ; but it 
was recovered .the .next year. Shaw Jelian fucceeded to the thronS 
in 1627, and .in 1638 fent.his fon Snjah .to command in Bengal. 
Sujah continued lord of .the province until 166.1, when -he was 
driven to take refuge in--Arracan by Emir J.umla the vizir of his 
brother Aurunzebe, .who- had- confined their father Shaw Jehan, and 
afeended his. throne.-- From this time until a revolution which has 
happened in our days, Bengal continued in an uninterrupted fub- 
miflion to the. authority of the great Mogul. 

The peculiar patience of the Ge 7 jfoos in Bengal, -their afteftion to 
bufinefs, and the chcapnefs of all produdlions either of commerce or 
neceflity, had concurred to render the details of the revenue, the 
moft • minute, voluminous, and complicated fyllcm of accounts 
which exift in the univerfe, infomuch that the emperor Jehangire, 
although the Mahomedans had then been foverelgns of the country 
•for three centuries, fays in his note book, that the application of 
ten years was neceflary to acquire a competent notion: ,of thent. 
The military pride of the Mahomedans, their indolence and fenfii,- 
ality, their ignorance ofi the language, and the. inferiority of their 
numbers, i-endered them inadequate to a talk they detefted, and ob- 
liged them, however unwilling, to leave the colledlion of the re- 
. venues, as they found it, with the Geiitoos, and. the fanie inflifficien,- 
-cles reduced them to continue the princes, amongfl; whom 

thejcountry-was divided, -in-.the_Xup.erintend,ance of the municipal 
regulations of. .their, refpeftive diftricts, fubjeft to regnlated tributes-, 
■-and the arbitrary fines and extortions of vidlorious authority. The 
i-greateft part of Bengal remains at this day tinder the intermediate 
jurldldtion of thefe Rajahs, feveral of wliom are defeehded frein 
ancellors, -who ruled the fame diftri£ls before the Mahommedan 
conquell. 

The Portugueze appear in Bengal before the prefent dvnafty of 
Moguls ; for an armament -was lent by the.yjclory_of Goa in 1554 
•to. alfift the reigning fultan.agdnll the invader Shere Cawn. 'liiis 
nation, however, never eftabliilied regular governments or gan-ifons 
in the province, as in moft other parts-, of India. But ditterent bands 
4 - - at 
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at different times took up tlieir refidenceon theiea coafts of Balafore 
and Arracan, and in feveral habitable iflands, which lye in the 
mouths of the great and lefler Ganges, where', living without law, 
and 'with much fuperftitlon, fome hired themfelves as foldiers to the 
governors of the neighbouring diftrids, whilft others equipt boats 
and armed' veflels, and plundered in the rivers all who wore not 
able to refift them. The Djatch fettled in Bengal about the year 
1625.. - . 

The trade of this •country was opcnca to the Englifl) by means of 
a-furgeon named .Boughtoii,, who* in 1636 was fent from Surat to 
Agra to attend a daughter of the -emperor Shaw lehaii, whom he 
•cured, and the emperar, befides other favours, granted him a patent 
•to trade- free of cuftoms throughout his dominions, with which 
Bouglitori. proceeded to Bengal, intending to’ purchafe goods in this 
province, and to carry them by fea to Siirat, His patent would 
probably have been little regarded, if the Nabob of the. province 
•had not wanted his afliftance to cure. one, of his favourite women, 
whom he likewife recovered : on which the Nabob’ prevailed on him 
to remain in his fervicC, giving him an ample ftipend, and con- 
firming the privilege of trade which he had obtained at Agra, with 
a promife to extend it to all others of the Englifli nation who fliould 
come to Bengal. Boughton wrote an account of his influence to 
the Englifh governor at Surat, bywhofe advice the Company in 
1646 fent two fliip's from England to Bengal,- the agents of which 
being introduced to the Nabob by Boujghtdn, were received with 
courtefy^ and aflifted • in their inercantile tranfadlions ; and the 
advantages gained by this trial gave encouragement to profecute the 
‘trade. .... 

The profits accruing to Europeans by their trade to Indoflan, 
arife much more from the commodities' which they purchafe in that 
jcountiy, than from thofe which they fend thither, and - the molt 
•valuable part of the cargoes returned to Europe con fills of filk and 
••cotton maniifaftures ; ;tlie weaver of which, -is an Indian, living and 
working with his wife and feveral children in a hut, which fcarcely 
4ilfords him llielter from the fun. and rain: his natural indolence 

however 
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however is fiitlsfied in procuring, by his -dally .hibour, his daily bread 
and the dread of extortion or violence from the officers 'of the diftiidt. 
to which he belongs, makes it prudence in him to appear, and to be 
poor; fo that' the chapman who fets him to work, finds him.deftitute 
of every thing but his loom, and is therefore obliged to fur niffi. liim 
with money, generally half the value of .the cloth! Jie. is to make,- 
in order to purchafe materials, and to fubfift him until his work is 
€nifhcd; the merchant who employs a great number' of weavers,- is 
marked by the higher officers of the government,- as a -man- who. can 
afford to forfeit a part of his wealth, and is therefore obliged to pay 
for protedion, the coft of which, and more,, he lays upon -the. 
manufadtures he has to- fell, of which, by a combination -with otlier 
merchants, he alwa 3 '^s regulates the price, according to the necefiity 
of the purchafer to buy. Now the navigation to India is fo very 
-expenfive, that nothing can be more detrimental to this trade than 
long protradlions 8f the voyage; and lofs, inftead of profit, would 
enfue, if ffiips w'ere fent on the expedtation of buying -cargoes on 
their arrival ; for either they w'ould not find thefe cargoes provided, 
and mu ft Avait for them at a great expence ; or if ready, would be 
obliged to purchafe them too dearly. Hence has arifen jffie neceflity 
of eftabliftiing fadlories in the country, that the agents may have- 
time. and opportunity to provide, before the arrival of the fliips, the 
cargoes intended to be returned in them. 

The Englifti company, either in the firft voyage or foon after,, 
built a fadtory at Hughley, the principal ..port.o£.the,.pi:oyince, lying 
about one hundred miles from the fea oii'th.e river to which it gives 
its name, and which is the %veftern arm of- the Ganges ; but the 
officers of the government fuperintended the buildings, and objected 
to every thing which refembled or might be converted into a ftation 
of defence; the Mogul empire, at that .time,- :difdaimng..to-.allow:-.in. 
my p^t.of..its dominions, the ..appearance of .any .other, foverei'gnty. 
than its own : for whatfoever forts the Portuguefe or other Europeans 
poffefled on the fea coafts of Indoftan, the territory on v/hich they 
[lobd, and many of the forts themfelves, were eitl^wrefted or pur- 
ohafed-from..p,rince^ at^Jthat„time..not-conquered.by .-the J^gul,’ irl 
VoL. II. ■ . C whofc 
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whofc territory no European power had hitherto been fnflered to 
cre£l: a fingle baftion. 

Not permitted to have fortifications, the Englifli were likewifc 
prohibited from entertaining a military force fufficient to give um- 
brage to the government, but were .allowed to. maintain . an enfigii 
.and 30 men. to do honour ..to the principal,agents ; who thus con- 
fined to commercial views, applied themfelves with much induftry 
to promote their own, and the company’s interefts in trade. Englifli-- 
men were fent from Hughley to thofe parts of the province in which 
the moft valuable commodities were produced : but as the number- 
of fa£tors employed by the company did not fuffice to fuperintend 
in different places, the provifion of fuch quantities of goods as 
were annnually demanded, the greateft part of the purchafes ■ was 
managed at Hughley, where the principal agents, contrafted . >yith 
merchants of the country, who, on receiving about one half of 
the value beforehand, obliged themfelves under pecuniary penalties 
to deliver at fixed periods the goods for which they had con traded. 
The company being by thefe difpolitions invcfled with a right in 
all the goods for which they had contraded, even before thefe goods 
were manufadured, gave the name of inveftment to all their pur- 
chafes in India. 

Thefe were the only methods of carrying on the trade with rca- 
fonable expedation of profit ; but they rendered the Englifli entirely 
dependant on the government of Bengal,, who, cither by feizing 
the goods which were provided, or by prohibiting them from being 
carried to the principal rcfidcncc, from whence they were to be 
fliippcd, might at any time fubjed the company’s eflatc to great 
detriment and lofs : and of thefe rifques the company were fb ap- 
prehenfive, that they kept their fadories in Bengal dependant on the 
Prcfidcncy of.Madrafs; where they had a fort and garrifon, to 
which, in cafes of fudden emergency, the agents in Bengal were to 
apply for advice and afliftance. 

I'heir trade, however, was carried on for fbmc time without 
interruption, and with much fuccefs ; but in a ’few years, when 
they had eroded coflly buildings, had accumulated large quantities 
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of Englifli commodities, and had given large credits in the province, 
the government deeming them as it were fettered to the ftiore, 
changed its conduct towards them. The patents granted to 
Bough ton, as well as the other ftipulations which had induced them 
to fettle in the province, were either difavowed, or conftrued in 
contradi<£tion to their meaning : the fame cuftoms were levied from 
them, as from other merchants : . the Nabob affefted to arbitrate 
between the company and fuch of the natives, who in order to 
evade the pa}'ment of their debts, thought proper to purchafe his 
proteftion ; and even vagabond Engliflimen offending againft the 
company’s privileges, were encouraged to take refuge in his court, 
and to difavow the authority of their countrymen. In a word, 
every pretext which might bring the Englifli affairs under his 
cognizance was pradlifed in order to fubje£t them to fines and 
exaftipns. If the fettlements helitated, or refufed to’ comply with 
the Nabob’s demands, their trade, throughout the province, was- 
immediately flopped. 

For thefe evils there were but two remedies, war, or retreat : both 
worfe than the mifchief; for although the government annually 
repeated its exadlions, the advantages of the Bengal trade, whilfl 
new, were fuch as rendered it more prudent to acquiefce, than by 
defiance to rlfque the whole of the company’s flock and concerns in 
the province ; and for fprty years the^Englifh attempted no military 
refinance. 

At length, finding thefe impofitions extravagantly Increafed, 
becaufe they had only been oppofed by embaffies and petitions ; and 
having the fame caufes of complaint againfl the Mogul’s govern- 
ment at Surat ; the company in the year 1685, determined, to try 
what condefcenfion.s the effeft of arms might produce ; and with 
the approbation of King James the fecond,. fitted o.ut^two fleets ; one 
of which ivas ordered to cruize, at the bar of Surat,. on.il,veflels._ 
. belonging to the Mogul’s .fubje«ff:s : the other was defigiied not only 
to commit hoftilitics by fea at the mouths of the Ganges, but 
carrried likewile 600 regular troops in order to attack the Nabob of 
Bengal by land. The agents at Hughley received previous notice 
: C2 " of 
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of tliefe intentions, and were inftmdted to call' in all tlieir faftors. 
, and concerns, that all the Englifli .fubjefts and property might be- 
in readinefs to repair on board the (hips,, as foon as they Ihould ar- 
rive in the road of Ballafore, from \vhence it was -intended that they- 
ihoiild proceed and fiTrprife..the--city.- of Chittagan, jon the oppofite'. 
fliore, where they were immediately to. fortify themfelves.. 

The -conduft of this war was entrafted. to Job . Chanock, the:- 
company’s principd agent at Hugliley, a man of courage, without- 
military, experience, but- impatient- to take reA*enge of a govern- 
ment from which he had perfonally received the . moft ignominious... 
treatment, 'haying. not long, before been imprifoned and-.fcourged by; 
the "Nabob. One vefiel of the fleet was loft, the largeft fliip, wdth. 
another, were not able, to make, their -paflage, and the reft- did not 
arrive before the month of Oftober, 1 686 : by which time,, a body; 
of the Nabob’s troops, probably from fome fufpicions . of the in-- 
tended hoftilities, had furrpunded the.faftoty at Hughley. . Chanock, . 
•therefore, on' the arrival of the ftiips, ordered the troops,, about 460 . 
men, to come up the river to -his afliftance, gave battle, and drove 
the enemy out of the town. A- truce enfued, during which, ail the 
company’s eftedts were- fliipped ; by wdiich time, -the governor of 
Hughley haying received confiderable reinforeernents, both fldes 
w'ere equally willing and ready to' renew hoftilities.. The Moors, 
were again difcomfited : but neverthelefs,. prepared to blockade the . 
fadlory again ; to avoid rvliich, Chanock, on the 1 5th of Decem- 
ber, took the field, and mai'ching dowm the.w*eftern bank of -the 
river, burned and deftroyed all the magazines of fait,, and granaries , 
of rice, which he found in his way -between Hughley and, the.- 
ifland of-lugelee, wdiich lies at the mouth of the river, near the- 
weftern fhore. On tliis fpot, perhaps the moft unhealthy in tlie 
province, he pitched his camp, in the month o£. Ap.ril, whilft tile 
fliips anchored in the main ftream. The Moors fuftered them to 
remain here Vvithout moleftation for three months, during- which, 
flcknefs frvept a\vay 300 Europeans, -ndiidi w'as two thirds of the 
'-whole force. 


Ill 


I 


iSook 


vi;. 


Tiik Exgltsii Commehce. 


In the incnn lime, llie ftect Tent to Snrat hail been much more 
ruccclsuil, liaving' taken from the Mogul's fuhjeftS) cargoes, wliich 
were valucil a( a million of <lerlin{3: monev. Tlicfc lofl'cs deterred 
tlio merchants at Surat from making preparations for future voyages; 
tile manufaeVinvr;; and mechanics, left without employment, com- 
plained loudly of famine; and the emperor's revenues were conii- 
derahlv dlminiflicd : upon which Auren|.\7.chc fent one of his ofh- 
cers from l^elhl, v. I;h orders to hear the EngHlh complaints, and 
to mitigate the oppreffions they had fuficrcd. Orders of tlie fame 
pur]iort were likewlie fent to the Nabob of Bengal, and arrived 
very fortunately for the Englith troops at Ingclcc ; when, reduced 
to only loo men capable of bearing arms, they were furrounded 
by 10,000 foot, and 3000 horfe. Mobilities ccafcd, and by a treaty, 
figncd the 1 6th of Augub, i68p, it was bipulatcd, that the Eng- 
iilli fliould not ■ only be permitted to return to ail their fadories 
in the jirovincc, but might likcwilc creel docks and magazines at 
V}abar({ 7 ^ a I’illagc . lifuated on the webern bank,’ about 50 miles 
from the mouth of the river. 

I lowcver Chanock had not faith enough in the ti'catv to return . 
to Hughlcy without the (hips, and the hloors dibrubed the Eng- 
lifli too much to fuffer them to appear there with fuch an ad- 
vantage. He tlicreforc remained three months at UJabarca, during 
which the place, was found to be {o. improper for the purpofes 
wliicli had induced him to a(k it, that he . defired and obtained 
leave to remove to Soota-nutty, a town aliout 40 miles iiigher up, 
and on the other fide of the river, where the fa6lors -and foldiery lived 
in huts until they could provide proper habitations. Meanwhile 
the war at Surat broke out afrefli, on hearing which the Nabob of 
Bengal paid no regard’ to the treaty made at lilgelcc ; but gave up • 
the Eiiglibi trade to the mpinc of his officers, and at the fame 
time demanded a very large' fum as a- rccompcnce for tlje damage 
which his country hadifubained by the late hobilities. . Chanock . 
being neither in a condition to oppofe him- by' arms,' ndr to appeafe 
him with money, font two members of the council to Dacca; to*., 
try if he might be foftciicd by iubm'iffions. Soon after their .depar- 
ture 
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tore the power of the fettlemeiit was tranflaired from Mr,.Cliai)ock 
to Heath a commander of one of . the company’s fliips, a man of 
courage, but of a variable difpofition, not far removed from crazi-. 
nefs ; who, foon after his arrival at Soota-nutty, ordered all the 
Englifli to repair on board the fliips, and proceeded with them to 
the rpad of Ballalbre, where the governor of the town offered to 
treat with him in behalf of the Nabob, and finding that this pro- 
pofal was not received with cordiality, detained two of the company’s 
agents refiding in the fafliory of Ballafore, as hoflages againfi: any 
violence : notwithftanding which, and that the two Englifli de- 
puties were ftill at Dacca, as well as two other fadtors in other parts 
of the province. Heath landed with a crew of Tailors and. attacked 
the town, which had no defeiices. This outrage was committed 
on the very day that the governor received a copy of the treaty 
which the Nabob had made with the two deputies at Dacca ; by 
which it was ftipulated, that the. EngUlh Ihips fhould attack the 
king of Arracan. Heath pretended to acquiefee to thefe terms, 
hoping that his profeflions might facilitate his intentions of fur- 
prizing Chittigan, where the fleet- arrived on the 17th of January, 
1689 ; but finding the works, as well as the ganifon, much ftronger 
•than he expe£led, Heath, as if he had. come with no other purpofe, 
offered, as he had promifed, to join the Nabob agdinfl the king of 
Arracan; buffoon after changing his mind again, he failed to the 
river which leads to the capital, of that country, where he profered 
his fervice to the king againfl: the Nabob, infifting, however, that 
their firfl: attempt fhould be againfl: Chittagan. But, not being of 
a temper to bear the delays of an Indian adminiflrration, heasfud- 
denly took difgufl: againfl this ally; and on the 13th of February, 
failed away with the fleet -and the Company’s agents acrofs the bay 
of Bengal to Madrafs, where they arrived on the 1 5th of March. 
Here he ^apologized for his conduQ: by faying, that nothing but 
lies had been told on all fides. 

Neverthelefs, this . condu£l, crazy and irregular as it was, pro- 
duced better effedls than could have been expedted from meafures 
didlated by the mofl prudent councils; for. the Nabob imagined 

that 
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that the contempt anti tlifrcfpccl: with which Heath liad treated him, 
proceeded from a rcfolution which the Englifli had taken, to 
ahandon the trade of Bengal ; and fearing to be called to a fevere 
accoiit by the emperor Aureng/.ebe, for forcing them to quit the 
province, he immediately fent. letters to. Madrafs requefting -them.. 
to return, and promifing all the immunities^ tlie denial of which 
had been the caufe of the late contentions. Such a condefcenfioii 
was thought a fuflicient warrant of the fincerlt}’’ of his intentions. 
iMr..Chanock, therefore, with his faftors and' thirty foldiers, failed 
from Madrafs, and arrived in the month of July at Soota-nutty ; 
where, in confequcncc of the Nabob’s orders, the government of 
Hughlcy received them with civility^ 

'I'lic next year they received a phirmaund or. patent from Aureng- 
7.ebc, allowing them to trade free of cuftoms, on. condition of 
paying annually the funi- of 3000 inpccs. The great advantages, 
intended by this favour, depended Iiowcvcr more on tlie temper of 
the Nabob, than on the will of the- emperor; for tlie Englifli had 
more than once before received fuch mandates, and found them of 
little ufc; and the remembrance of former evils continued to 
ralfe fbllcitudc, even when no immediate caufes of npprehenfioi> 
fubfiflcd. 

The right of jurifdidlon over the Indian inhabitants, whom the- 
refidcnce and commerce of the Englifli continually attradled to- 
Soota-nutty, became every day more ncceflary to prevent perpetual 
litigations with tliofc, who although employed by the Englifli,. 
might at any time defy them in the courts of government, in. 
which the merchants of the fcttlemcnt would be more cautious of 
feeking proteflion, if the company had. power to flop their families' 
and attach their effefts : but this riglit of jurifllidlion could not be 
purcliafcd, even at Delhi-, without- the- confent of tlie Nabob ; it. 
was equally ncceflary that the company fliould have a fort to pro- 
tect their valuable efiefts againflr fudden violence but even prefers ." 
of money, repeated for five years fucceflively, could not prev.aili 
on the Nabob to allow tliefe privileges ; and they were defpaired of,, 

wheiu 
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'\vlien Ibms unexpected events enabled -the company to obtain 
them. 

in 1696, the Rajalis on the wefteni =lide of the river Hughlev, 
took up arms : they were Beaded by liim of Burdawan, wliole 
terrl-:oi*v extends alons the weftern fide of the river, from NuddeaJi 

• O * 

to the ifland of Ingelce, and who likewife pofiefied a confiderable 
diftrict on the other fliore, contiguous to Calcutta ; lb tliat the 
. Eiiglilh, French, and Dutch companies, had each their principxai 
lettlenient witliin his jurlfdidion. The greatefi: part of die -Nabob’s 
army being near the court at Dacca^ the rebels made great pro- 
grefs before a force fufficient to oppofe them could aficmble : and 
in the mean time they took .Hughley, -plundered Muxadavad, in 
the. iOand of Coflimbuzar, and from thence proceeded ' to Rajah- 
mahal. - On the brewing out of this war, the three European let- 
tlements augmented their foldiery, and declared for the Nabob ; of 
whom they at the fame time-requefted permifiion to put tlieir fac- 
tories in a Rate of defence againfi: an enemy, whofe refentment they 
muft incur b}'- their attacliment to his government. The Nabob 
ordered them in general terms- to defend themfelves ; and they 
taking for granted, what was not pofitivcly forbidden, with great 
diligence raifed walls mth balHons round their factories : the Dutch 
about a mile to -the fouth of Hughley ; the French- two miles 
lower down the river, at Chandernagore ^ and the Englifii at Cal- 
cutta, a fmall toiM:! contiguous to Sobta-nutty, where they had 
built their principal magazines. Such was the origin of -the three 
'European forts in the province of Bengal, and they were the firR 
which the Mogul government fu&red foreigners to build in any. 
pai't of the empire. An EngllRi Roop prevented tlie Rajah froir 
taking the fort of Tannah; and the garrlfon of Cidcutta-, confiR- 
ing of fifty men, beat a bodj' of his .troops within fight of the 
to'Rui. The Dutch afiiRed the Nabob’s troops to retake Hughley, 
The French did little, but appeared in arms, and fortified them- 
felves better than either of the other tu'o. 

The news of this rebellion alarmed Aurengzebe himfelf fo much, 
•tliat he fent one of his grandfons, Azim-al-Shan, with an army, 

to 



cnrrlcti on with ilu- rnnic -.'luiniorjiy n? t xarpcraitd their prittcipals 
in Ii)nj;lnmi, whioli cvptMvd the concerns of both to tlic impo- 
litlonoof the Nr.hoh. ami of the incrchrinls of Ikng.il, who took 


every a 
jnerec. 


livantn^^c (’f this rivality. Ilowtvcr, the fpirit of 
wljich knows no icfcnlmcnts that arc prejmlicial 


coni- 
to its 


intcreft. foon rcconcikd the contemlinj; parlies in England, and 


produced a cnalitiojt, of winch the preliminaries were adjufled in 
i6^S; hut the final union did not lake jdace till (even -years 
after ; tins lime heinii: necefiiirv to blend tiie difierent concerns of 


bolli companies into one cojnmon ftock. 

In the mean time, the feltlcment ol Calcutta had attiaflcd fuch 


a number of iuhahitant?, ns excited the jealoufy of the. governor of 
Hughlev, who, pretending that l)c fliould he piiniflicd for fuflering' 
fo many of the Mogul’s ful)jefls to withdraw themfelvcs from 
,his jurlfdiftion, threatened to lend a Cadi^ or Mahomedan judge, 
and officers of the police, to adminlftcr jufllcc amongft the na- 
tives living under the Engliffi flag. The menfufe would have 
VoL. II. D renewed 



The War OF Bengal. . Book VL 

renewed the fame inconveniences,' which had forced tlie Englifli to 
quit Hoghley: it was therefore. countera6ted_ by. a. bribe given to 
Azam-al-Shan, who forbad the governor of Hughlcy from pro- 
ceeding in. his -.intentions. By this conftant attention to money, 
Azam-a\-Shan in three years amaffed .three millions of pounds fter- 
ling, which he carried with him out of the province : but he left 
behind him his fon Furruldlhr to get.morc; who, iuj..7l,3, gained 
the throne, after his father had periflied in dilputing it with his 
brothers. 

The union of the two companies, by augmenting the flock, in- 
creafed the trade, and enlarged the views of the direftion : who 
at the fame time, warned by the late examination of the compa- 
ny’s affairs in parliament, exerted themfelvcs with zeal and intel- 
ligence, in order to confound the clamours of thofe who exclaimed: 
againft the inftitution of an Eafl: India company,, as a monopoly 
detrimental to the mercantile interefts of the nation. The com- 
merce of Bengal more efpecially becanie the obje£t of their at- 
tention : the fubordinate fa^ojries..pf..C^^^^ Dacca, and.Bal- 

lafore, y/hich had. been abandoned, were.irow refettled : the exports 
and Imports were doubled in value and in quantity: and the gar-, 
rifon of Calcutta was augniented to 300 men : all which the go- 
vernment of Bengal, contrary to’ its uflial maxims, beheld without 
repugnance, and even without demanding money as the price of 
Its forbearance and favour. Tliis was the longeft term of repofe 
from vexations, which the Englifh had experienced fince their firfl: 
•eftablifliment in the province ; and the encrealing importance of 
the colony induced the company in 1707 to witl^draw the fettle- 
ments in it, from their former dependence on Madrafs, and to 
declare. Calcutta, .a .prefidency . accountable only to the diredtion In 
England. 

But the nabob Jaffier Khan, who at this time was . appointed to 
rule Bengal, did not'luffer the Englifli to remain any longer in 
this ftatc of eafe and. independence : and the refpite which they 
.had lately enjoyed ferved only to convince him, that, as being better 

able. 
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able, they ought the more readily to comply with his demands. 
Having removed the feat. of government from..D,acca_to_Muxadgiy,a^^ 
in the center of the province, he was better enabled, to take cogr 
nizance of their affairs ; and to difeover pretexts and means of dif- 
,trcfling them, without openly violating the privileges which they 
had obtained from Aurengzebe and Azim-al-Shan. Every year of 
his adminiifration was marked by extraordinary and increafing .ex- 
tortions, not only from the Europeans, but from all ranks of 
people in the province : at the fame time he was as much dreaded 
for his abilities as detefted for his iniquities : and the prefidency of 
Calcutta, not feeing any better refburce, pi'opqfed m the year 1713, 
...jto.tlie company in England, that an embafly of complaint, fup- 
ported by a valuable prefent, flrould be fent to the great Mog-ul at • 
Delhi. To this meafure the company readily acquiefeed, dire£ting 
the prelidencies of Bombay and Madrafs to join their grievances in 
the fame petition with thofe of Bengal. The nomination of the 
embafladors was left to Mr. Hedges the governor of Calcutta, who 
chofe John Surman and Edward Stephenfon, two . of the ableft 
fatSlors in the fervice there : joining to them an Armenian, named 
Serhaud, who had for many years been the principal merchant in 
the fettlement. 

It does not appear, that the prefidency had any other lights to 
direct their proceedings and expe< 9 :ations at Delhi, excepting fuch as 
they reedved from this Armenian, who had never been there ; but 
who was very felicitous to be admitted into this honourable com- 
mlflion, in hopes of getting a great deal of money by the goods be 
iliould carry free of charges in the train of the embafly. The 
prefents defigned for the Mogul and his officers confiflred of curious 
.’'glafs ware, clockwork, toys, brocades, and the finefl: manufadlures 
i of woolen cloths and filks, valued altogether at 30,000 pounds ; ' 
I which Serhaud, in liis letters to Delhi, magnified to 1 00,000, and 
gave fuch a defeription of the rarities which were coming,, that the 
mogul. Furrukffiir ordered tlie embafly - to be efcorted by the go- 
verrjprs of the provinces through whofe territories it might pafs. 
The train proceeded on the Ganges from Calcutta to Patna, the 

2 capital 
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capital of Beliar, and from hcncc by land to Delhi, where they ar- . 
tiyed o'n.thc 8th of July 1,7 15,. after a march of three month?. The 
■famous Hofian Ally, who afterwards depofed four, and created five 
'emperors of Indoftan,. was at this time vizir, dreaded by bis fo- 
vereign, and mortally hated by Cawndorah, who w'as in full pof- 
feffion of the emperor’s favour. The Englidij by their previous 
correfpondence to Delhi, had chofen Cawndorali for die patron, 
of their petitions, to which the rlvality benveen thefe lords was 
likely to prove no little detriment for the one only could per- 
fuade the emperor to grant, what the other alone had the power 
of carrying into execution. Jaffier, the nabob of Bengal, had from 
die beginning regarded die embafly with deteftation, as the Urongcfb 
imputation againfl: the integrity of his own condutl:, and would 
probably have countcradlcd it, both by reprefentations and money, 
if he had not wanted all his influence at Delhi to promote die fuc- 
cefs of greater views for he had for feme years lx:en folliciting the 
annexion of the provinces of Bchar and Orixa to the government 
of Bengal, and the fucceffion to this vafl: viccroyalty, in his family.. 
Neverthelefs his emlflarics privately fpread their Ipecious objections- 
amongft his friends: which, with the defire of Hoflan Ally to 
thwart Cawndorali, would probably have foon produced the dif- 
miflion of the embaffadors with civil and iiiiignificant anfwers, if 
an accident, which on a lefs important occafion would have been, 
too mean to merit hiftorical notice, had not placed them at once in 
a high degree of favour with the emperor himfelf whom not all 
the vigilance of a mogul’s leraglio had been able to preferve from 
the contagion of a dlftemper, v.iiich its inftitutions leem fo well 
calculated to prevent. 

The mogul, defpairlng of die fldll of his. own cmpiricks, was 
adiifed by Cawndorali to employ the. furgeoii - of the Englifli em- 
bally, named- Hamilton, b}’' whom he was in a few weeks perfectly 
cured ; and, in gratitude for- this fenice, promifed to grant the 
efnbalTadors any indulgences, which might be confiftent with the . 
dignity of his government. Soon after his recover)^ fucceedeS the 
fcAaval of his marriage with the daughter of JalTeing, the principal 
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Cawiidorah, although he meant the'embffay well, advifedlthem 
,-to adt as if they had no other reliance than on tlie Vizir ; and the 
emperor, with the fame caution, profelTed indeed a general appro- 
-bation of the petition, but directed the feVeral articles to. be dif- 
^cuffed. by the different officers -of the -ftate, to the cognizance of 
Avhich they were deemed to belong- This fubjeded the whole 
•petition to the judgment of the Vizir-; who, not without candour, 
difputed all the material articles, and readily allow^ed thofe of lefs 
•confequence a, -fqcpnd. petition was therefore prefented to die em- 
peror, in confequence of which Ibiiie more points were given up 
•by the Vizir; and then a third; which, being received with the 
• fame favour as the other two, induced him to give up the reft of 
'his objeiftions. -But, to the great difappointment of the embaffa- 
•dors, the mandates were iffued, not under the Mogul’s, but under 
•the feal of the Vizir; which, although carrying great authority 
in the provinces near theoapital, was likely to be little relpefted 
fby the diftant . vice-roys, to whom thefe mandates were addrefled. 
‘To increafe their difficulties, the Armenian Serhaud, having been 
?checked by his colleagues in Ibme irregular proceedings, perplexed 
-all their operations; and, as they thought, betrayed their coun- 
cils. Neverthelefs,- Meflrs. Stephenfon and Surman with great 
'fteadinefs and fpirit returned the mandates, and determined to 
-wait until they ftiould obtain patents under the feal of the 
-Mogul. 

Thefe procraftinations had already led the embady to the month 
•of April -of 1716, when the emperor took the field, and marched 
'towards Lahore againft the Sykes, a nation of Indians lately reared 
to power, and bearing mortal enmity to -the Mahomedans. The 
embaffadors followed the camp. The campaign was tedious, 
■though fuccefsful, and, amongft other events, produced a quarrel 
•between the troops of the Vizir and Cawndorah, which rendered 
. their diffention utterly irreconcUeable. Their jealoufies, after the 
ceturn of the -army to Delhi, continued to protraiftthe admifiion of 
the claim made by the embafladors ; . who, having .wafted four- 
.teen months without the leaft progrefs, began to defpair of. fuccefs, 

2 - when 
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when they were aclvilcd to bribe a favourite eunuch In the feragUo, 
who promifed on this condition to procure the patents in the form 
they defired, and without delay. So much money had already 
been fpent, that the embafiadors thought it would be trivial not to 
rifle this fum as the lafl experiment, although they much doubted' 
the effect. But, to their furpri/x, as fooh as the money was paid, 
the Vizir and all his dependents appeared as much inclined, as they 
had hitherto been averfe, to promote their requefts ; and fdon af- 
ter •thirty- four patents, including the different fubje£ls of the pe- 
tition, were ifflicd in tlic Mogul’s name, and ffgned with his feal. 
They were delivered to the cmbaflhdors before they had difeovered 
the real caufc of their unexpedted fuccefs ; which, however, was 
explained to them before thej'" left Delhi, by one of Cawndorah’s 
officers. In the year 1686, a little while before the fleet font from 
England began to take the fliips belonging to the Moors, the Engliflr 
agents at Surat retired to Bombay : they returned after the peace 
but a little before the prefent patents were iflued, the prefidcncy of 
Bombay had again withdrawn the fadlory of Surat, as a refidcnce 
not worth maintaining, unlefs the trade could be freed from 
the Impofitions to which it had of late years been fubjedl. 
•The government of Surat, rcafoning from former experience, 
took the alarm, and firmly believed that a fleet was . on its -way 
from England to commit hoflilltlcs, as in the year 16S7, which 
would have been attended with the fame fuccefs ; for many fliips 
of value belonging to the Mogul’s fubjedls were at fea. The eu- 
nuch, to whom the embafladors had given the bribe, was the inti- 
mate correfpondent and friend of th^ Nabob of Guzurat, who had 
defired him to reprefent to the Vizir, that it was better to fatisfy the 
Englifh by granting their petitions, than by a refufal to expofe the 
trade of -Surat to their reprifals. To this advice the Vizir imme- 
diately acquiefeed, and from that hour changed his condufl towards 
the embafladors : the eunuch being early in the fecret, and fore- 
feeing the change that would fhortly enfue, determined to reap 
feme advantage from his intelligence, and impofed himfelf on the 
embafladors as the author of the benefits which it was not in his 

power - 
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power to preventi The embailadors having thus'aGcompliflied their 
commiffion, took leave- of the Emperor in the month of July 1717.,' 
two years after their arrival at Delhi. . The patents addreffed to 
the Souhah of the Decan, and the Nabob of Giiziirat, took efiecl 
as loon as they were publiflied, becaufe they.afibrded ‘iio political 
pretext of oppofition, as adding -nothing to the military ftrength of 
the company’s fettlements in either of thefe fnbahfliips, although ' 
to their commercial .advantages. But the thirty-feven towns 
which they were permitted to purchafe in Bengal would give them 
a diftridb extending ten miles .Ibuth of Calcutta along the banks 
on each fide the river Hughley,- -of which the paflage in this extent 
might be eafily commanded by the eredfion of batteries or redoubts^ 
at the fame time that the revenue of the tradt would defray the ex- 
pence : and it was fuppofed that a great number of weavers might 
be eftabiiftied in it, who would be immediately fulyedl to the com- 
pany’s jurifdidiion. The -Ihrewdnefs of the Nabob JaflSer, exaf- 
pferated by his grudge to the embafiy in general, faw the confe- 
quences of this grant with indignation but,, not daring openly 
to difpute the Mogul’s order, he, deterred .the. holders of the laiid 
with .fecret threats of vengeance from parfmg with their ground 
on any terms of compenfation which might be proffered to them : 
and the Englifli government confiding too much in the fandtion 
of the Mogul’s authority, negleQ:ed the more efficacious means of 
bribing the Nabob to their own views '; and thus the mofi: impor- ' 
tant conceffion which had been obtained by the embafiy, was en- 
tirely fruftrated. However, Jaffier admitted the priKilege_Ojf_the 
..,duftucks, which, being recognized throughout. the. province, greatly 
•facilitated .the circulation, of the company’s .trade ; which now no 
longer paid cuftoms, nor was liable to be ftopped by the officers 
of the government •; and this immunity was ftill more beneficial, 
•bccaufe the other European colonies., were not intitled to it : nor 
indeed, any of the -natives excepting two or three principal mer- 
cliants, who purchafod it at a high rate of the Nabob. 


The 
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'Dso ronsininj; llu'niJflvrs iiisirt ly fo ijjt: rr.ulc between 

ljulin and ICnnn c. Inul, not innviU’ly, rclliujnillnd to ilieir agcnl* 
tlir.t wliicb i * earned tm iVotn «nic pnil of India to anollicr : hut 
tile inipofnionf. of tlie rovcrnnicnt liad liillu-rto piwontid iIkIi* 
ai;!::!:? fnini ivapinj; nnv confuUrahlc advantan;cs from tins iiulul- 


p.iiico: raid pjomoio iliclr profits, ilu; comjiany, foon after tlic 
endoatVv. nUo\v< d all tlinfo who ferved them under covenants to 
make ule o{* their didlucks for fuch commoilitios as helongcil to 
themfelves; inil forbid, under feverc penalties, the jiroftitution or 
extenlion of this privilege to any otlu rs. A qucllion now arolc, 
whrtlicr the eompraiv's aj;ents wen: intitlcd to trade from one part 
of tile province to another in fuch commodities ns were the pro- 
duce. of Ih'upjal. 'riic Mo|»urs patent implied no reftri£lions. 
But they could not he ij;norant of the intentions of Delhi concern- 
i tlii.s privilege; for wlun the emhafliidors propofed to Cawn- 
dv>r.i!i that it (hould extend to all kinds of commodities, lie replied 
with emotion ‘‘ 'I'lie Sea !” And the Nabob Jaflier openly treated 
the pretenfjon with the fame indignation as he liad fecrctly felt 
againA the ceded lands, declaring that he would not futlcr tlic duf* 
lucks to jirotcfl any goods, excepting fuch as were imported, or 
were purchafed M he cxjKirtcd. by lea ; alledging, that as the fait, 
bectlc-nut, and tobacco, together with fiimc other articles of general 
coufumption, were either farmed out in monopolies, or taxed at 
txccliivc rales, the detriment to the revenues would be as great 
as the advantages to tiic comjianv’s agents, if they were permitted 
to trade in tliefe articles, free of the cuAoms and rents wliich were 
paid by the natives who dealt in them. 

Convinced as much by the rcafoning, as deterred by the pojver, 
of the Nabob, tlic agentvS receded from their prctcnfion, and ap- 
plied thcmfclvcs to make the moft advantage of thofe privileges 
which were not conteAcd, Succefs produced new adventures; 
and the fuperior (kill of our countrymen in navigation, induced the 
merchants of the province, Moors, Armenians and Indians, ..to. 
freight moft of .the goods which they exported to foreign markets, 
on theftlipping belonging to. the colony, which, in ten years after 
Voi.. II. . E the 
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. the-emba%^- amounted 0,000 . tons: and many private fortunes 
were' acquired, without injuring the company’s trade, of fubjeding 
their eftate to difputes with the government. The prefidency, ne- 
verthelefs, found it - their intereft from time to time to Iboth the 
Nabob with prefents, in order to promote the ‘ incrcafc of the com- 
pany’s inveftment, aiid to facilitate the conrfe of their bufinefs at the 
. fubordinate fadorics : but the people of all denominations refiding 
. in Calcuttaj enjoyed, after the return of the embafl}'-, a degree of 
1 independance and freedom unknown to all the other inhabitants of 
\ Bdigal : who, on the contrary, were oppreued every , year v/itli in- 
’ creafing vexations by the rapacity of the Nabob. 

In 1718, the year after the embafty, Jaffier received from Delhi 
the patents he had long folicited, annexing the, provinces ofJBEHAR,. 
and reverfiqn of the 

whole to his heir. . " ' * 

The Ganges, in a courfe which tends with little deviation from 
the weft to the eaft point of the compafs, flows through the whole 
province of Behar, and divides it into two regions. Thedbuthcrn 
extends about 220 miles, from the river Cara/miajfa to -TacriaguI/y, 
and is fldrted to the South by the chain of mountains -which on this 
flde accompanies the courfe of the Ganges ; and leveral diftrids be- 
longing to the province are included -within the mountains, them- 
felves, but none recede more than 60 miles from the river. The 
river Denvah, which is likewife called the' Gogra, joins the Ganges 
on its northern Ihore 1 80 miles to the weft of Tacriagully. That 
river for a long way before the jundion tends from the w. n. w. 
and 40 miles of the lower part of its channel forms part of the 
Aveftern boundary of the northern divifion- of Behar, which extends 
to the eaft 180 miles, to the line we have noted as the limit of Pur- 
niah, and recedes . from the Ganges and Dewah 90 miles to the 
north ; where forefts at the foot of the range of mountains, which 
bound the country of 'Napal, continue" with the mountains to the 
eaftward far beyond 'Rangamati, and form the- northern boundaries 
of Behar, Bengal, and Aflam. The area of Behar comprizeth 9 
fquare degrees. The capital, .Patiia, ftands on the fbuthern bank 
X of 
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of the *5*^ nillcj; to tiu* v.'iTi of 'JVsfMi.’j’ully. 'riicrc arc 

ninny mamifaflitrc In lift? province, akhnupji noihinp, near fi^ 
jnnnv as in Benyal, to which it is likewill* nuK'.l) itiferiov isi llrti- 
lity ; hut it jvtuhu'cs a ipc.ii quatuity of faisj'ttrc. ami of the Ivil 
ojiirin in Incil.;. 

Or.JNA i" thif moll jiojthcrn ronntry on the call fuk- of the pro- 
montory of Intlofs.m. 'I'ljc livt-r l^ipley cxnning fioni the N. w. 
liifemhot’iK','-. a.' vre liavc lai<l, in the l.iiiliuie of z 25. oppolirc to llic 
islv.vl of p,ojv. 'I'lu; channel of ihi; river li?!' .|C iniks from its 
month, ami an itnagijiary lisie r.o miles farther to tiie v.-eH, to tlie 
f.vt of the Xc!li;;reeit hills, heltrrc they curve t(» the call hclti’.nJ 

Bnlaiore, tliviilc (lri\a from Henoal. Scnuhwnrd it exter.ils aion*> 

*’ . . . . ^ 
the fva C':ari to the latitude of ao. 10, witifm 6 miles ofGangam, 

wliich terminates the province td ChncACfU.K in the Decatt. To the 
weilwaul Ori>;a is fcparaied from the province of Ih'.itAR !w a vail 
ijacl <»f JUviuntainr. hitherto uiuxplorcil. The interior of the pro- 
vince is the llrongcil aiul lull foil in the emjfire ; hut from tlie want 
of good fca-pojts. there are few manufaclures, and very little circu- 
latioji <if gold ntid filvcr, in th.e country. Catteck, tlte capital, is ft- 
lualed in tlte latitude of 21, 23, atul 50 miles from the fea. 

Jalficr itad no fons. hut before Ills arrival in Bengal had given his 
only daughter in marriage to Sujah Khan, a lord of dilliinflion, 
wlio accompanied him into the province. Of this marriage were' 
born two Ions, both ot'whom were arrived at man’s eftate, when 
the commillion ajqtointing their father Sujah to I'uecced Jaflicr was 
fent from Delhi. Sujah, although humane, was indolent and vo- 
luptuous, anil his father in law, being delirous to break him to bu- 
fnitfs, fent him foon after tlie jxnlents were received, to govern tlic 
province of Ori.xa. 

A few months after his arrival ;it Cattcck, two brothers, natives 
of 'I’nitary, eame to his court with llrong recommendations from 
Delhi, in compliance with xvliich Sujah received them into 
his fcrvicc : apjiointing the elder, Hodgee Hamcd, to attend his 
perfon as adomeflic, and the other, Allavcrdy, to command a troop 
of horlc. They were both employed according to their talents. 

E 2 For 
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Tor the dder was calrrt, fopple, wily, provident, but void of na- 
tural courage : the younger, fiern, adive, intrepid, fagaeioiis, but 
too high-minded to iubmit to the compliances neceflary in an 
Aliatic court. COnviflion of the afliftance which each might : de- 
rive from the qualities of the other cemented them, as much as the 
relation of blood, in the moft inviolable friendfliip. This powerful 
and uncommon unioii feemed to command fortune ; for in a few 
years they raifed themfelves tb the liigheft offices in Sujah’s court 
and army ; Hodgee Hamed becoming his prinie minifter, and Alla- 
verdy the general of his troops. The Nabob Jaffier forelaw and 
dreaded the confequences of their influence : but the infirmities of 
old age had rendered him incapable of taking the Vigorous refolu- 
tions neceflary to extricate his lucceflbr from the toils into which 
he had been led ; and in 1725 Jaffier died, to the great joy of the 
province; but of none more than the two brothers, to whofe am- 
bition his death opened more extenfive profpedls. They accompanied 
Sujah to Muxadavad, and partook of the increafe of his jiower, ad- 
miniftering the fame employments in the general government of the 
Subahlhip, as they had-held in the province of Orixa. 

In 1729 Sujah appointed Allaverdy to govern Behar, in which 
ftation he had frequent opportunities of exerting his military talents,, 
as well as his political abilities ; being conllantly in arms againfl: 
the Indian chiefs on both fides the Ganges, who had never been 
reduced to a fettled dependance on the moorilh government.. 
However, after many fights, intrigues, and aflaflinations, all fub- 
mitted, and afterwards continued in obedience to Allaverdy ; who 
now feeling his ftrength, gave fcope to his ambition, which as 
nfual, obliterated cveiy fentiment of gratitude to the creator of his 
fortunes. 

In the mean time Hodgee maintained his influence over the Na- 
I'oh by an obrequioufnefs which prevented all fufpicions, and re- 
mitted large fums to his brotlier, which were font to Delhi, and in 
1736 procured a commifiion from thence appewnting Allaverdy, Nabob 
oflkbar, free fromany dcpcndanceon the government of Bengal: but 
as tlicre was no ircunecliatc occalion to proclaim this title, of which he 
5 already 
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already enj65'ed'inoft of the advantages, the brothers: agreed that It 
fliouW be kept fecret, until there, fhould be a neceffity of aflerting it 
jjublickly.; However, fuch a tranfaftion could not be entirely con- 
cealed ; and the firft informations- leading to farther inveftigations, 
Suiah,. although unwillingly,, was at length convinced of the 
treacherous ingratitude of his fevou rites.. 

He was. meditating revenge, when' the approach of Nadir Shah 
fti'uck all the provinces of the empire with confternation,. and kept 
all their rulers. in. fulpenfe how far. the ftorm. would! reach:, and in 
1739,. before the Perfians left Delhi,. Sujah died.. 

The fucceflibn: devolved' todiis only furviving fon Suffiraze Khan, a 
man of mean- abilities, and^governed’only byhis vices. He,. however, 
bore the ftrongelh refen tment againft tlie two -brothers but the fear 
of Allaverdy. reftrained him' from taking away, the life of Hbdgee,. 
who was in his power :• and Allaverdy, trembling for the fafety of 
his brother, refrained from- committing any hoftilities, but improved! 
his army.. 

The profligacy of Suffraze Klian increafed'wifh the means -of in- 
dulgence ; and his debauclieries went to an excefs that difordered his 
underftanding. There was, amongft the officers of the courts an 
old Gentoo of diftindHon,. named Allumchundj, -s^diom the late 
Nabob ufed to confult.with confidence;: relying on whicli, Allum- 
chund ventured; in a private conference,, to- warn- Suffraze Khan of. 
the dangerous confequences-of his intemperance; but Suffraze Khan 
. anfwered him with ignominious abufe and'invedlives. No one after 
this ventured to fhew- any dilapprobation of his inclinations ; arid,, 
left' to himfelf, he foon after committed, a.more extravagant. out- 
rage. 

There was a family of Gentoo merchants- at Muxadavad; wliofe 
head, Juggutfeat; had raifed himfelf from no confiderable origin 
to be the wealthiefl: banker in the enipire,. in moft parts of which 
he had agents fupplied. with money for remittances ;■ from whom^ 
he conftantly received good intelligence of what was tranfadting im. 
the. governments in which they were fettled ; and in Bertgd his- 
influence was equal to that, of any officer in the adminiftfation ;, for.* 
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by aiii\venng to the treafun*, as fecurity for moft of the renter? 
farnhng the lands of the province, he knew better than any one all 
the details of the revennes : and the great circulation of wealth, 
wr.ich he commanded, rendered . his aliillance neceliary in every 
emergency of expence. His eldeft fon, foon after the dilgrace of 
Aiiumchimd, married a woman of exquifite beauty, the report of 
which alone inflamed the curiolity of tlic Nabob fo much, that he 
infifi'ed on feeing her, although ke knew the dilgrace which would 
be fixed on the family, by Ihendng a v»ife, unveiled, to a Irranger. 
Neither the remonftrances of the father, nor his power to revenge 
the indisrnitv, availed to divert the Nabob from this infblent and 
futile refolution. The young woman was fent to the palace in tlie 
evening ; and, after flaymg there a fhort Ipace, returned, unviolated 
indeed, but difhonoured, to her hulband. 

Hodgee, v.’ho. had been lurking for feme fuch occafions of confpi- 
racy, now began to move ; and made overtures to Juggutleat and 
Allumchund, v,’ho received them with eagernefs. Secret meetings 
were concerted, in which it was agreed, that as fbon as Hodgee could 
be placed out of the reach of danger, Allaverdy.fhould invade Bengal, 
and, if fuccefsfui, take the Nabobfhip. But the hrft difficulty feemed 
infurmountable, as nothing could be more contrary to the fecurity 
of the Nabob than the releafe of fuch a pledge as Hodgee, and it was 
impoflible that he could be removed out of th.e province v.dthout the 
Nabob’s confent; which ncverthclcfs was at length obtained, by the 
•intercdlion, it is fald, of feme of the principal officers of the Durbar, 
whom Hodgee had gained over and admitted into the fecrct of his 
confpiracy. The Nabob at the audience of taking leave treated Hodgee 
with fcotr and niockerv. The conveyances for his departure having 
for lomc time been held in readinefs, he proceeded immediately on his 
iourney to P.irna; and as fcon as he arrived there, Allavcrdy, givingout 
that he v/ns dilhonoured by the ignominious manner in which his 
Ijroihcr had been turned out of the province, began his march to- 
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Mis nj’j’rcricii was fb fudden, that he gained the pnfs of Tacri- 
re .div b'-fore SutTraic Khan had time to fccurc it bv a rroner rein- 
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forcement. 
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forccmcnr. On hc.ivinj^ wliicli, ihc Nabob accufcd Juggutfc.at of 
Ircaclurv *, ^vbo dt'fciulod biiufclf by jiroclucing letter? from Alla- 
verdv, jnej'arcd for ibc purpofe, in whicli be was upbraided for not 
having; ufed liis influeneo to prevent the baniflimcnt of Hodgee. 

Snffiv./.c Khan Jiow rifiemblcd lus troops, and ordered ibcni to 
rcndc/.vous on tlic plain of Gltcria, whicli lies on the wed fide of 
the river of Cofiimbu/.ar, almnt live ntilcs to the north of Muxa- 
davad. Here he had fcarecly formed his encampment, which con- 
fided of 000 men, horfc and foot, when Allaverdy appeared in 
fight, with an cqvinl mimber, but of better troops ; for amongfl: his 
cavalry were 3,000 Pitnns, the braved of the Mahomedans in In- 
dodan ; and his infantry, levied in Behnr, were much doulcr than 
thofe. in the army of SuiVra/.c Rhan, who were modly natives of 
Beng.".l. 

However, the uncxpecicd lirmntfs of the Nabob infpired fome of 
Ills odicers with courage ; but more were either diflaficclcd, or wa- 
vering ; and all belonging to the artillery had been engaged by AI- 
lumclmnd to difeharge the cannon without ball, and to defert it foon 
after the onfet. Troops after troops quitted the field, as foon 
as they faw the artillery abandoned. Ncverthelefs Suftiaze Khan 
continued the light, until he was left with only a few fquadions 
of horfc, whom the enemy were moving to furround, when the 
driver of his elephant, warning him of the danger, oflered, at the 
forfeit of his head, to convey him back fafely to the capital ; to 
whicli propofal the Nabob, with a ixfoluiion worthy of a better 
life, and of a better fate, replied, rhat lie I'corncd to. retreat 
before rebels and traitors ; and ordered the driver to- pufli into the 
thicked of the enemy’s troojis, toward the dandard of Allaverdy 
where, fupported by the. remains of liis cavalry, lie renewed tbs 
fight riiorc defperately than ever, until he fell, diet through the 
heart by a muiket hall. 

■ Allaverdy, without meeting any farther oppofition, marched to 
Muxadavad, where he was immediately proclaimed Nabob of Eenr 
gal, Bchar, and Orixa and ufed his vidtory w'ith more lenity and 
L mode- 



• ‘ The War OF BENGALi , •*' Book VI; 

moderation than is nfnally pradifed by eaftern cpnt][uerors ; and 
even fpared the two Ions of Sudraze Khan, whom, v/ith their 
mother and'other relations, he lent to take up their refidence at 
.Decca, at the extremity of the province, where his officers were in- 
ftruded to treat -them wdth relped, whilft their condud fhould give 
no umbrage. The whole province Submitted as peaceably, to his 
government, as if no revolution had happened ; but MulTut Kouli, 
who governed Orixa under SufFraze Khan, . flying from the battle 
of Gheria, retreated to Catteck, and when flimmoned by Allaverdy, 
■refufed to acknowledge his fovereignty, He therefore caJIed his 
‘brother Hodgee from Patna to adminifter the government of 
Bengal during his abfence, and then marched into Orixa, and 
in lefs than a month expelled Mufliit Kouli, and reduced the 
•province. 

The excefs and vapidity of his fortunes, together with the repu- 
tation of his military abilities, alanned the throne ; and Nizam-al“ 
muluck, the Soubah of the fouthem provinces, in order to flop the 
farther progrefs of his arms, incited the Morattoes to invade his 
dominions almoft as foon as he had taken pofleflion of them. In 
confequence of wdiich, an army of 80,000 Morattoes arrived within 
a few days journey of the mountains, which bound Bengal to the 
wefhvard, before Allaverdy had quitted Catteck ; who, not having 
given credit to the reports of their approach, had taken no precau- 
tions to prevent their irruption : and had even permitted the greateft 
part of the army he led into Bengal, to return to their hoihes ; fo 
that his 'whole force did not exceed 10,000 men, jjooo of whom 
were cavalry, and amongft them were the 3000 Pitans : his foul, 
however, nothing difmayed, reaflumed its wonted adlivity, ;as foon 
as he found the danger to be really formidable arid he advanced by 
exceffive marches towards his capital. But the Morattoes had al- 
ready palled the defiles of the mountains-, when he arrived near 
Burdawan 100 miles from Muxadavad ; where, finding himfelf fur- 
rounded, he encamped in a ftrong fituation. Bafchir Pondit, 
the general of the Morattoes, immediately font deputies to his 
camp, who fliewed the Emperor’s mandates, authorizing them . to 

demand 
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demand the chout, or a fourth part of the revenues of the three- 
provinces for the direc laft )’^ears. Tlicy likcwife demanded that he 
Ihould oblige himfelf to pay this tribute regularly in future, and' 
that fome oflicers deputed by the Morattoes lliould be employed in 
all the departments of the rev-ennes, in order to al'certain and fe-, 
cure' their proportion. They moreover required him to deliver up 
the treafures of tlie two 'lafl Nabobs, Soujah and Suffraze Khan, or 
to pay the equivalent. 

Allaverdy on Hearing thele imperious terms ordered the deputies 
to quit his camp, with a 'defiance fraught with contempt to their ge- 
neral. The next day he renewed his march in open day, in full 
fight of the enemy, who foon broke and difperfed his infantry, but 
w’ere not able to make impreflion on his cavalry. The Pitans were 
commanded by an officer named Muftapha Khan, whom they 
liot only revered as their hereditary chief, but loved as the bravefi: 
foldier amongft them : Allaverdy himfelf, his nephew Zaindee 
Hamed, Meer Jaffier his brother-in-law, and all the other officers 
of diftindion, continually prefented themfelves againft the moft' 
dangerous dnfets ; and fuch examples could not fail to animate 
their followers. Before night they had advanced fifteen miles iii 
their wa}’-, when they halted in a ftrong fituation : the next day 
the march was renewed with the lame courage and fuccefs : and on 
the evening of the third day they arrived at the town of Cutwah, 
fituated about thirty miles fouth of Muxadavad, on the bank of the 
Coffimbuzar river, which in this part is fordable during the dry 
feafon of the year. 

About 560 of the cavalry were killed during the retreat, but 
more'horfes perillied ; for only 3000 men mounted arrived at Cut- 
wah, where they remained fome days in order to recover their fa- 
tigue, having fcarcely llept fince they left their camp at Burdawan. 
The Morattoes, in the mean time, aflembled round Cutwah, and 
perfuaded themfelves that Allaverdy would wait for reinforcements 
from Muxadavad, before he attempted to pafs the river. Great, 
therefore, was their lurprize and admiration, when they law him 
VoL. IL F e- 
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preparmg.to ford it with the fame fpirit of defiance as he had 
Ihewn in the feil of hi's march. • ' ' ^ • ' 

The fuccefs of this operation depended oh preventing the enemy 
from following them into the ford through the avehhes of the 
town ; and eighty of the braveft Pitans, excellently mounted and 
in complete armour, •were felecSl'ed for this important fervice, under 
the command of their general Muftapha Khan, whom Zaindee 
Hamed and Meer Jaffier joined as volunteers. This intrepid 
troop maintained their poft until Allaverdy with the main body 
had crolfed the river when they likewife began to retreat ; and 
cutting their way through the enemy, all but fifteen .eicaped and 
paffed the ford. 

As foon as they arrived, Allaverdy continued his march to Mux- 
adavad, which he reached the next day : his firft attention, after 
this gallant retreat, was to reward thole who had ib bravely 
feconded his own perfeverance and courage. Every Ibldier received 
a gratuity ; all the officers jpromotion r Meer Jaffiet, who had'fig- 
nalized himfelf at the pafiage of the^ river, additional penfions-; 
^nd to Muftapha Khan he prefented a million of .rupees. To- 
Zaindee Hamed he gave the firft place in his afie<ftr6n,, and from 
this time deftmed him for his- fucceflbr although he had given, 
hjs only daughter in marriage to Nowagis Mahomed, the eldeft of 
Hodgee^s Ions. 

The Morattoes, as foon as they had gained fttfEcieht intelligehce,. 
cfoffied over into- the ifland of Coffimbuzar, and ravaged the open 
- country but did not venture to attack the capital and the ap- 
proach of the rainy lealbn, during which the ftvelling of the rivers, 
would have confined them in the ifland, deterred ihern? from, con- 
tinning on it more than three days. To prefeirve thdr hbrfe's, they- 
encamped on the high- lands of'Berhohin, in,the north-weft part of 
the province. . Here they were- enabled to form proper f efolutiohSy 
by the advice of one of the Sohbah’s officers, narned Meeir-ahib,, 
who had deferted to them r he Was a rnan of fehemej. method, and 
adivity, had been deputy gb-vernor of Dacca, and pbfleffid 'much 
general knowledge of the province.. Inftnided by they col- 
lected 
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lc£lcd the revcmics of the countries lying to the -weft of* the river 
Hughicv. .He likewife enabled them to form a bridge of boats at 
Cutwah, and having procured feme pieces of artillery, and fome 
European deferters to man them, he built t^vo floating batteries to 
defend the bridge, flationing one on each fide. Thus prepared, as 
foon as the rainy fcafon was pafled, they croflTed again into the 
ifland, by which time Allavcrdy had augmented his army by levies 
made in Bchar to 50,000 men, of whom 20,000 were cavalry, and 
of thefc one half were Pitans. The enemy’s detachments, never- 
thclcfs, tiufting to the hardinefs and aftivity of their horfes, carried 
their ravages to the furthermoft parts of the ifland, and eluded the 
troops fent by Allaverdy to intercept them, who at length took the 
better refolution of marching with his whole force towards tlieir 
bridge at Cutwah ; on which Bafehir Pondit recalled all his parties; 
and the whole army re-crofl'ed the river, but in fuch a hurry that 
they neglc£led to break the bridge. Their rear had fcarccly pafled 
before the van of Allaverdy’s army arrived, but the fire of the 
floating batteries obliged them to halt until their artillery canie 
up, which foon filenced the enemy’s ; when the Nabob’s troops 
crouding in greater numbers than the bridge could fupport, feme 
of the boats funk ; and a thoufand mien periflied : it however was 
foon repaired, and the whole army crofled ; but the Morattoes ftill 
continued to avoid every encounter. At length Allaverdy, defpairlng 
of ftriklng a decifive blow againft fuch an enemy, offered to treat ; 
but Bafehir Pondit, elated with this condefcenfion, repeated tlie 
. farne terms as he had propofed at Burdawan, and added to therii 
that the fon of Suffraze Khan fhould be placed in the Nabobfhip. 
Allaverdy, flung by this reproachful propofal, formed a defign of 
circumventing his enemies, in contempt of all refpefls divine or 
human. 

Pretending to be very folllcitous of peace, he propofed a perfbnah 
conference with Bafehir Pondit ; who, fufpedting the good faitli of 
his profeflions, did not confent to the interview wifliout taking fe- 
veral precautions againfl the treachery he feared, and even obliged 
Allaverdy to fwear by tlie Koran, that he would ufe none. It 
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was agreed! that the conference fliould be held in a tent pitched in 
an open plain, at an . equal.diftance between the .two camps; and 
that each of the chiefs flioiild be accompanied by fifteen officers on 
horfeback, and the fame number of unarmed fervaiits on foot, who 
were to take care of their horfes ; but the care of providing the tent 
was left to Allaverdy, who had feduced Bafchir Pondit into this neg- 
ligeiice, by oflering to fend his wife, during the conference, to 
vifit the wife of the Morattoe. At the appointed hour the two chiefs 
advanced to the tent, each of them having fcle£tcd for his retinue 
the principal and braveft officers in his army ; and with Allaverdy 
v/ere his fiivourites, Muftapha Khan and Meer Jaffier : at the fame 
time was difeovered moving to the right a long train of covered 
pallankeens, which v^re fuppofed to be the rctiiiuc of his wife 
going to the Morattoe camp. The two companies met; and enter- 
ed the tent -with much ceremony. What followed is varioufly 
told ; the prevailing report was, that the conference lafted an hour, 
which feems impoffible; for on a fignal, 50 armed men ruffied 
from behind the fides of the tent, which had been pitched with a 
double lining in order to conceal them ; and^ joining the officers 
who accompanied -Altaverdy, 'began- the work of affiiffination. 
Bafchir Pondit with all his attendants, and three or four of Allaverdy\ 
were killed ; but Allaverdy himfelf did not unffieath his fword. The 
annals of Indoftan fcarcely afibrd an example of fuch treacherous 
atrocity, and none in which perfons of {uch diffindtion were the adlors. 
As foon as the maffacre was finiflied, a fignal was thrown out, on 
which the army of Bengal advanced againfi: the Morattoe camp, 
and were joined in the way by Allaverdy, and his officers from the 
tent, who led them to the attack. The Morattoes fled on every 
fide in confufion ; but reaffembled again to the wefliward, and re- 
newed the war with redoubled devaflations and barbarities. 

PraQiice and encouragement at length brought the Nabob’s cavalry 
to fight the enemy ni their own way, and every day- produced a 
combat or Ikirmifli in fome part or other of the country. This 
irregular war continued three months, when the Morattoes, finding 
a their 
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their numbers much tViminifliecl, rcpaflecl the wefterii mountains, 
and quitted the province. 

Tlie whole Morattoc nation in its two divifions of Poni and 
Berar, determined to avenge the dcatli of Bafcliir Pondit, and the 
remains of his army were I'carccly retreated before two others were 
in march to invade Bengal : each conhfted of 60,000 men ; but atSted 
independently. The army of Poni was commanded by Ballcrow, 
who, without dethroning the Sahah Rajah, or real fovereign of 
the Morattoes, had ufurped the whole authority of the Rate, whlcli 
lie tranfmitted on his death to his fon Balagcrow. The other army 
was commanded by Ragojec Bonfola,who had fomc years before con- 
quered, and had ever fince governed, the province of Bchar. He 
is the fame who, by the inftigation of Nizamuluck, invaded the 
Carnatic in 1 740, as now Bengal. The army with Ballerow en- 
tered the province of Bchar, whilft the other, under Ragojee, 
marched through the mountains from Bchar into Orlxa. Allavcrdy 
on the news of their approach broke the bridge at Cutwah, and en- 
camped near his capital. Mean while, the two Morattoe armiesj; 
advancing, without oppofition, met at Burdawan ; where the two 
generals agreed, that the war fliould be carried on in conjundllon, 
and the plunder be equally divided. At the fame time they were 
ioined by Mccr-abib, who, as before, fixed anotlier bridge at Cutwah j 
over which they pafled into the ifiand of Coflimbuzar ; but Allaverdy 
relying on the fuccefs of Icfs hazardous meafures, determined neither 
to offer or accept battle. Amongfl: the prifoners taken from the 
arniy of Bafchir Pondit, was an officer of diftindlion, named Sha- 
ferow, whom Allaverdy had attached by feveral a£ls of generofity ; 
in return for which Shaferow now employed his mediation with 
Ballerow in favour of Allaverdy, whofe emiffiiries were at the fame, 
time fowing diffention between the two Morattoe generals, per- 
fuadiiig each that much plunder had been fecreted from the common 
flock by the other army. 

The explanatioits that enfued on this fubje£l produced a coolnefs 
between them, which determined Ballerow to agree to the propofals 
of Allaverdy, who offered to pay two millions of .rupees,' on con- 
dition 
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•ditloii that both the Morattoe armies' fliould be; immediately with- 
drawn, and three millions more as foon as they fhould b.e arrived in 
their own countjy. Accordingly it was agreed that Ballero.w and 
Allaverdy fhould meet and confer together on the 30th of March ; 
but fome motions made that day by the troops of Ragojee caufing 
Allaverdy to fufpeft treachery, he returned to his camp when on 
the way to the place appointed. However, on the 3d of April 
they met. The conference lafted two hours, during which the 
treaty was ratified. Ragojee diflembled his difapprobation until all 
the Morattoes had quitted the iflaiid of Coflimbuzar, when he 
openly refufed to accept the treaty; and Ballerow, who had received 
the two millions of rupees, gave himfelf no trouble either to per- 
fuade or compel him, but marched away with his Qwn troops and 
the money. 

Allaverdy, more fatisfied with having removed one half of liis 
enemies, than difappointed at the refufal of Ragojee, immediately 
marched againft him. But the Morattoes, as ufual, avoided all. en- 
counters of rifque, and ravaged the defencelefs parts of the country 
until the month of June, when they retired into Ofixa, and in a 
few days reduced the whole province ; of which Ragojee, with the 
confent of his oflicers, gave the government to Meer-abib. As fboh 
as the rainy feafbn was pafied, Ibme of their detachments again 
infefted Bengal ; and in March 1744, new parties, allured by the 
fuccefs of their countr}’mcii, traverfed, plundering as they went, all 
Behar and Bengal, in their way to the main body, which remained 
in Orixa. The three following months Allaverdy was emploj'cd 
in beating up the parties that remained in Bengal, and as fbon.as the 
rains ccafed, he marched with his whole force into Orixa ; where 
iy continual ftratagems he brought on fevcral encounters, in which 
t’ne Morattoesfuftcred confidcrably ; and purluing thefc ad.vantagcs, 
hi' in lefs than tijrcc months obliged them to quit the province and 
retire to the weftward. However, he was Icnrcoly returned to 
Mincadavad, in Fehruar}’ 1745, wlicn they renewed their incurfions; 
bur tlicir detachments were not formidable enough to require the 
lame flrefs of oppofition which had liitJierto employed his tvholc 
* 7 force 
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force ;nid attention. He therefore, in O«£lobcr, detached a large 
body of troops to Patna, under the command of Ins nephew Zaindee 
Hamed, .and now began to liavc fomc profpcfl of tranquillity; which, 
ncvcvthelcfs, flill fled before him. 

Tile reputation of Muflaplia Khan, and his Influence amongfl: the 
foldierv, !i;ul for feme lijne rendered Iiim obnoxious to the fufpicions 
of Modgee, who concluded, that if he did not already entertain 
dangerous views, he might .afplrc at the fiwcrcignty after the death 
of Allaverdy, to the prejudice of liis own fon Zaindee Hamed : but 
mere arguments could not induce Allaverdy, who feared nothing,, 
to entertain this opinion of a fellow foldicr, by whom he had always- 
l\'en fcrvcd witli lidellty, and had on all occaflons gcncroufly rc-^ 
waniid. He demanded proofs, which were fupplied by letters that 
feemed VO he witten by Meer-abih to Muftapha Khan, implying a 
previous cen t fjvnulcncc, exhorting the PItan to ailafllnate Allaverdy, 
and promilitig him the afliflancc of the Morattccs to feizeand main- 
tain the government. .Allaverdy, not fufpc<Sling thatHodgee would 
dare to Hie fiich an artifice in an .affair of ib great importance, be- 
lieved the impofition, and determined to put Muflapha Khan to 
death at tiie next vlfit i whole friends apprized him of the danger ; 
on whicli he inflantly marched away with the body of 3000 Pitans 
aindcr his immediate command, and was tJic next day followed and 
joined by the fame number, with tlicir officer Sumflicer Khan ; all 
took their way towards Pchar. 

Their departure confirming Allaverdy in his belief of Hodgcc’s 
reprefentations, he ordered Zaindee Hamed to advance from Patna, 
in order to flop the retreat of the Pitans, whilfl: lie himfclf fol- 
lowed them witl; his own army, wliich overtook tliem half way 
between Tacrlagully and P.atna, before Zaindee Hamed- appeared in. 
fight. Muflaplia Klian tlicrefore gave battle without delay; the con- 
fiifl: was fliarp and obflinatc, notwithftandlng tlic difparity of num- 
bers ; and the fuccefs remained doubtful-, until the two chiefs came 
within reach of one another, when a parly of men, armed with 
matchlocks, who had been taught to flioot at a mark, and were 

appointed to guard tlic elephant on which Allaverdy rode, fired a 

volley 
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-\’oil€” directed agaliiK tlie perfba of iSIuftapiia Khan, .and killed 
him ; oa vchicli Siimfliccr Khan gave the fignal of retreat, and, 
palling , at a ciilance from Zaindee Hamed’s: march, retreated opt 
of the province, and proceeded to his o^vn countrj', to the eaft .of 
,the Jnmfia. ^ - 

After the battle, Hodgee, .who had accompanied his brother, 
went to Patna, in order to fuperintend the civil adminillration of 
Behar : and having brought with him the head of Muftapha Khan, 
caufed it to be carried on a pole round the citj*, during Vv'hich prp- 
cdlion it was infulted by the multitude with every Indignity. Alla- 
Verdy hafiened back to Bengal, which, during his ablence, had been 
expofed to the return and depredations of the whole body of Mo- 
rattoes, which he had driven ouf of Orixa. Thus ended the year 
1 746. Continual marches and a few indecilive lldrmilhes employed 
him until the end of 1747, wdien events of more dangerous con- 
fequence called forth the exertion of his utmoft refolution. 

Meer-abib, who, llnce his defedion, had loft no opportunity of 
diftrefting Allaverdy, had entered into a correlpondence wdth Sum- 
llieer Khan, immediately after the death of Muftapha ; in confe- 
quence of which the Pitan, with Sooo of his countiymen, appeared 
in December on the bank of the Ganges, oppolite to the city of 
Patna ; which intending to lurprize, he tendered the fervdee of his 
troops to Zaindee Hamed. Hodgee, it is laid, had received Ibme 
intelligence of the connexion exifting between Sumlheer Khan and 
Meer-abib ; and adviled his . Ion to projecl an interview, in which 
all the Pitan officers might be blown up by a mine of gunpoivder ; 
‘but Zaindee Hamed, fulpefting his. father’s intelligence, . rejecled 
the propolal, and waited for the orders of Allaverdy ; who inftrucled 
him to inlift the Pitans, and afterwards to take the firft opportunity 
of deftroying their chiefs. Accordingly, the terms of agreement 
were fettled, and the principal officers, accompanied by 2000 of 
.their foldier)’-, crofted the river : they were received by Zaindee 
.Hamed in a tent pitched at a little diftaiice from the city. Sum- 
lheer Khan approached the firft, made his obeifance, and having re- 
ceived from Zaindee a roll of beetel, as a pledge of friendftiip, took 

his 
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his place, ftjindlng behind him as an olficer now rated in his fervicc. 
Eleven other olficci\s Avent througli the fame ceremony ,; and when 
Zaindcc Hamed was prefenting the bcetcl to the thirtcentli, the 
officer, who had lafl: received it, })lungcd a dagger over his ffionicicr 
into his heart. In tlie lame inftant the others fell on thofe of 
Zaindcc’s retinue who were Handing ncarefl: his perfon, whilft tlie 
I’itan foldiers attacked the reft and his guards. The aftoniftiment 
on one lide being as groat as tlie impotuofity on the other, ail the 
.attendants of Zaindee Mamed were foon dilperfed ; and during the 
conflifl a party of Pitans galloped to tlie gate of the city, of whicli 
they kept poffieffion, until Sumfheer Ehan arrived with the reft. 

. Here tlie confternation v.-as fo great, that no one thought of re- 
fiftancc ; and the Pitans cutting down all they met without dif- 
rinclion, proceeded aud got poflli'iion of the citadel. Their firft 
care now was to feek for Hodgee, in order to retaliate the death 
of their leader hfuftapha Khan, and the Ignominy with which 
Hodgee had treated his remains ; he was taken, endeavouring to 
efcape in a covered pallankcen, and immediately Icourged in public, 
like a common criminal ; after which he was led through the city 
on an afs, with his legs tied under the belly, and his face painted 
half black, half white; during which proceffion he was infulfed 
witli every feoff" and mockery that deteftation could fuggeft. Five 
millions of rupees Averc found in his houfc ; and the fcourge was 
again repeated, in order to extort a confeffion of the treaflires he 
AA’as fuppofed to have . concealed ; but Avhether lie really had no 
more, or believed that no confeflion Avould exempt him from future 
torture, he bore tliat Avhich Avas now inflitfted on liim until his life 
AA-as In danger; Avlicn Sumfliccr Khan, defirous of rclerving him for 
more lingering and cxquifitc ftiflcrings, Ordered him to be taken 
care of: but tlie unfortunate and high minded wife of Zaindee found 
means to convey to him a dole of poifon. He took it immediately, 
and in a few liours it releafed him from all his agonies. His fiite, 
fevere as it war., excited no commiferation ; for his avarice, perfidy, 
and cruelty, had rendered him execrable to every rank and con- 
dition. 
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The main body of Pitans croffing the river joined thofc in poi- 
feffion of the city, and during three days rioted in niaflacre and 
rapine : after the tumult fubfided, Sumflieer Khan cftabiilhed officers 
to govern ■ the city, raifed contributions from the neighbouring 
. diftridsy and levied troops. 

The news of thefe difaftcrs overpowered all the fortitude.of AI- 
laverdy, . and rendered him for fome days incapable of attending to 
the concerns of his government : his grief was moftly paid to the 
memory of Zaindee Hamed, who was the only* one of his family 
worthy to fucceed him. However, the defire of revenge recalled 
his wonted firmnefs, and he appeared again with new vigour, aug- 
mentingphis army, and improving it by new difcipline : he likewile 
folicitoufly attached to his perfon the 4000 Pitans, who had re- 
mained with him after the retreat of Muftapha Khan. Thus ani- 
mated and prepared, he took the field in the month of March with 
25,000 horfe and 1 5,000 foot, and proceeded into Behar through 
the pafs of Tacriagully. . 

In this interval, Sumffieer Khan had likcwife levied 5000 hor/e 
and 10,000 foot, with which and his 8000 Pitans he took the 
field, and encamped about 20 miles to the eaft of Patna, having 
concerted with the Morattoes that they fhould fall upon Allaverdy’s 
rear, whilflr the Pitans attacked him in front. In conlequence of 
this agreement Meer-abib arid Ragojee had entered the country of 
Burdawan, waiting the motions of Allaverdy to direct their own : • 
and as Ibon as he had paffed TacriaguUy, they, by a ffiorter rout, 
croffed the mountains, feventy miles to the weft, through the pafles 
of Berbohin, and arrived in the middle of Behar almoft as fbon as 
the army of Bengal. Allaverdy faw- his danger ; but nevertheleft 
proceeded, and when near the encampment of Sumfheer Khan left 
his own tents and bag^ge ftanding on the plain, with only a final! 
force to guard them, and marched on to give the Pitans battle ; who 
met him without hefitation. The Morattoes in the rear were within 
a march of the battle, but, as he had forefeen, ftopped at the camp, 
and during the conflift, employed themfelves in plundering the 
fpoil, inftead of affifting their allies ; the battle, neverthelefs, was 

the 
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die moft fierce -and obftinate diat had for many years been fought in 
Indoflan. Allavcrdy had forefeen the fury of their onfets, and re- 
mained in the rear, in order to rally his own troops. Neverthelefs, 
the Pitans would in all probability have been vidorious, had'he not 
interfperfed his cavalry with matchlock men ; who firing with aim 
fliot, one after another, moft of their principal officers, and at laft 
Sumlliccr Khan himfelf, juft as he had cut his way to the elephant 
on wdiich Allavcrdy fuperintended the battle. His death, as ufual, 
decided the vidtoiy. The Pitans haftened back to Patna, where 
they remained gathering together their own efFeflis, and plundering 
whatfoever the}’' could find valuable belonging to the inhabitants,' 
until the army of Bengal appeared in fight, when they quitted 
the city, and croffing the Ganges marched away to their own 
country. 

Allavcrdy having fettled the government of Behar, returned* be- 
fore the rainy fcafon to Muxadavad. The Morattoes, after the de- 
feat of Sumfticcr Khan, divided into fcveral detachments, of which 
ibmc infefted Behar, fomc Bengal, and others Orixa ; but their ope- 
rations were not formidable enough to call Aliaverdy himfelf agaiii 
into the field : and he committed the condufl: of the war to his 
general Meer Jafficr, who was continually employed in interrupting 
or diflodging their parties. 

The war ever fince the retreat ofBallerow in 1743, had been 
principally carried on by the Morattoes. of Ragogee Bonfola from 
Behar, joined fometimes by partizans and adventurers from other 
countries. In 1749, Ragogee affifted Naziijiiig in his expedition 
into the Carnatic with 10,000 horfe, under the command of his 
ffin Jonagi, whicii, with other expeditions, difiibled him from re- 
cruiting the Ioffes fuftained by his army in Bengal, which was con- 
tinually diminiffiing by fight or fatigue. In the beginning of the 
next year Meet Jafficr pent up 5000 of their horfe in the mountains 
of Behar, an<l put more than one half of them to the fword. 

At this time much confufion reigned at Delhi. The army of 
the Emperor Hamed S.chah, commanded by his vizir Seifdar Jung-, 
h.ad been routed in the preceding year by the Rohilias, a tribe of 
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Pitans tributary to the province of Oude, \vho 20 years before .were 
of little note-or eftimation ; and to repair this difgrace, it was .re-‘ 
folyed to hire ^0,000 Morattoes of Balagerow, who had fucqeeded 
his father Ballerow in the government of Poni. Its own dillrefs 
therefore deprived the throne of .farther means to excite more 
enemies againft Allaverdj’, in wliom on the other hand the in- 
firmities of age feemed to have quelled the ambitious ipirit which 
had rendered him fo formidable -to the empire. The Court of I)elhij' 
therefore, as the heft conipromife, conlented to confirm him Subah 
of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa, on condition that he Ihbuld annually 
remit the ufiial tribute of fix millions of rupees. 

The patents were publifhed at Muxadavad foon after the body of 
5000 Morattoes were defeated in Behar, and Allaverdy improving 
both circumftances opened a negociation with their. leaders, coii- 
fentlng to leave them in pofleflion of the fouthernpart of Orixa until 
a -finn peace could be fettled with the heads of the nation, provided 
all their parties were immediately withdrawn out of the provinces 
of Bengal and Behar. The terms were accepted, and he loon after 
fent an embaffador to Poni ; but a variety of references and dilcuf- 
fions delayed the ratification of the treaty to the end of . the year 
J753, when it vras agreead that Allaverdy fhould annually, pay the 
fum of 1 20,000 rupees, and that all Orixa fbuth of Catteck fhould 
be .ceded to the Morattoe dominion in perpetuity, and that they 
fhould receive half the revenues of , the northern part .as far as .the 
river of Pipli, with the permiilion of appointing officers, who, to- 
gether with the Nabob’s, were to fuperintend the collecfions. 

Thus ended this war. All the countries lying to the eaft of the 
great and lelfer Ganges, excepting the ifland of Coffimbuzar, were 
defended b}' thefe rivers from the calamities which afflicted Orixa, 
the weflcrn part of Bengal, and the fbuthern region of Behar, wdiere 
the piifillanimous inhabitants were continually taking flight, even on 
imaginary alarms, and wandering from their homes found no re- 
fources of charity in their countrymen ; for the fear of contami- 
nation prevents all of the Indian religion from giving Ihelter, ov 
•adminiftering to the wants of any, who are not knovrn or recom- 
mended 
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mciidcdto -them', iukI .confining. all their lentimeUtStof/humanily-to 
pcrfons of ■their own caft, they fufFer the-ftranger to perifh without 
•compafliqn. "Nor could tlic advantages of a climate, )in .whichjfuel 
and raiment are fcarccly ncceflaty, .countervail the-.deftuudlive effefts 
of this general timidity and uncharitablenefs. 

Examples of -thefe diftrefles were frequeiidy feen by the Englilh 
at Calcutta, to which place the inhabitants of the oppofite fide- of 
the river often came over in great numbers for refuge, andpcriflied 
through want ; communicating their, own terrors to t hofe of wliom 
they alked relief; infomuch, that in the year 1742 the Indian in- 
habitants of the colony requefted and obtained permilfion to dig . a 
ditch at their own expence, round the company’s bounds, from>the 
northern, part of Soota-iuitty to the Ibuthern part of Govindpore,-. 
This work would extend feven miles, whilft the force to defend it 
did not exceed 300 Europeans and 500 peons. In fix months .three 
miles were finifiicd : when the inhabitants, feeing that no Morattoes- 
had ever been on the wefiern fide of the river within fixty miles of 
Calcutta ; and that Allavcrdy exerted himfclf vigoroufly to prevent.- 
their -iheurfions into the ifland of CofiTimbuzar, difeontinued the 
work ; wlilch from the occafion xvas called the Morattoe ditch, 

Allavcrdy made no obje£lion to this work;, and moreover per- 
mitted the Ei^glifli, in the fame year, to raife a rampart, with ,baf- 
tions of brickwork round their faflory at Coflimbuzar.. But the 
reft of his conduct fhewed that thefe indulgences did -not proceed 
from any defire of courting the Europeans in times of difficulty.' 
for, notwithftanding the fervices which he. might have received' 
from their garrifons, he never alked their- affiftance.. He forbid- 
the Englilli and French from committing any hoftilities againfi: each= 
other in his dominions during the war declared between the two 
nations in 1741 ; and in the year 1748 he, on fome contempt of 
his authority, attacked an.d drove the faftorS'Of tke Oftend com- 
pany out of the river of Hughlcy: and he feveral times exadled'. 
money of the Englifli, French, and Dutch fettlements ; .alledging, . 
that they ought to contribute to the expence,' as they participated 
of the protection, of his arms. The prefidency of Calcutta not com- • 
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plying with his demands on the firft 'fummohs,'he more than once 
flopped their trade : however, all they- paid from his. acceffio.n did 
hot exceed 100,000 pounds flerling ; which on an average was not 
two in a hundred on the amount of their inveftments during that 
interval. , 

Tiic Morattoes during the war made only one conhderable de- 
predation on the Englifh trade. This was in the .year 1 748, when 
they flopped a fleet of boats coming from Coffimbuzar to Calcutta, 
and plundered it of 300 bales of raw filk’ belonging to the company. 
But the advantages of .the European commerce in general were much 
impaired by the diflrefTes of the province, which'enhaiiced the prices 
and debafed the fabricks of all kinds of manufaftures. 

The difficulties which Allaverdy had encountered and furmounted 
fince hisaeceffion obliterated in the minds of his fulyedls whatfbever 
deteflation they might have conceived agaihfl his ufurpatioh of 
the fovereignty; his attention to protedi them’ from the vio- 
lences and iniquities of his officers ading either with civil or mili- 
tary .authority, had gained him the public reverence and efleem : 
-and fuch was the opennefs and generofity of his charadler on all oc- 
cafions, in which his ambition was not thwarted, that his ingrati- 
tude to his benefadlor Sujah Khan, the murder of Bafchir Pondit, 
and his intentions to cut off Muflapha Khan, were imputed, al- 
though abflirdly, to the influence which his brother Hodgee was 
fuppofed to have over all his refblutionsi he .remained, perhaps, the 
only prince in the eafl whom none of his fubjefls wifhed tb affiif- 
finate. But he was ho fooner arrived at this degree of^reputatioii 
and fortune, .than incrcafing infirmities warned him of his ap- 
proaching end ; and his injudicious choice of a fucceflbr embittered 
his latter days with as many anxieties as he had fuflercd in the rcfl 
•of Jh.s reign. 

Having no male iffiic or dcfceiidants, the fficccffipn naturally dc- 
•volved into the family of his brother Hodgee, who had three (bus, 
Nowr.gis Maliomcd, Zaiudcc Hamed, and Sid Hamed: Nowagis 
married the only daughter of Allaverdy, by whom he had no 
ifllic ; Sid JIamed had n fbn ; and Zaindee Hamed left two, of 
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whom the elder, named Mirza Mahmud, was adopted by AUaverdy,. 
and the other, named Moorad Dowlali, by Nowagis Mahomed, 
The fuperior qualities of Zaindee jufrified Allaverdy.in preferring, 
him to his elder brother Nowagis, a man of much lefs relblution 
and capacity ; but after the' death of Zaindee, there remained no 
reafon to exclude Nowagis again from the hicceflion : for he was of 
a better character than his brother Sid Hamed ; and of the two 
children left by Zaindee, the younger, > Moorad Dowlah, was. weak 
of intelleft, and' the elder, Mirza Mahmud, a youth of feventeen 
years, had difcovered the moft vicious propenfities, at an age when 
only follies are expected from princes. But the great affediion 
which AUaverdy had borne to the father was transferred to this Ion,, 
whom he had for fome years bred in his own palace ; where, in- 
ftead of corre£ling the evil dilpohtions of his nature, he lufiered 
them to increafe by overweening indulgence ; born without com- 
panion, it was one of the amulements of Mirza Mahmud’s child- 
hood to torture birds and animals ; and, taught"by his minions to 
regard himfelf as of a fuperior order of beings,, his natural cruelty, 
hardened by habit, rendered him as infenfible to the fufferings of 
his own Ipecies as of the brute creation : in conception he was not 
flow, but ablurd ; obflinate, fullen, and impatient of coiitradidHon ; 
but, notwithftanding his infolent contempt of mankind, innate 
cowardice and the confiifion of his ideas rendered him fiilpicious 
of all who' approached him, excepting his favourites, who were 
buffoons and profligate men, raifed from menial fervants to be his- 
companions : with thefe he lived in every kind of intemperance 
and debauchery, and more e^ecially in drinking fpirituous liquors 
to an excefs, which inflamed his pafilons and impaired the little un- 
derftanding with which he was born. He had, however, cunning 
enough to. carry himfelf with'-much demurenefs in the prefence of 
AUaverdy, whom no one'ventured to inform of his real charadler j 
for in defpotic ftates the fovereign is always the lafl: to hear what it 
concerns him mofl: to know. 

This youth in the year 1753 AUaverdy declared his fucceflbr, 
and from this time fuffered him to ait in the government of the 
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provinces with great authority ; whiift lii's fubjeds Beheld with equal 
lUrprile ai\d confternatioii an inftance of fuch dotage in a prince, 
whofe judgment had never failed him until this, the mofl impor- 
tant option of his life. The doom was, liowevcr, irrevocable, and 
Mirza Mahmud on his appointment received the najnc'of Chiragcc- 
al-Dowla, fignifying the lamp of riches, by which he was aftcr- 
\yards called; but by the Europeans, Surnjah Dowlah. His- uncles, 
Nowagis and Sid Hamed, did not ihdcctl break out into open re- 
bellion, but flicwed fo much difeontent, that Allavcrdy was con- 
vinced they u'ould difputc the fiicccflion after his -death ; and know- 
ing that Nowagis Mahomed was governed by a man of abilities, 
named Hoflein Cooley Khan, he determined to remove tliis mi- 
niftcr. But Nowagis having for fomc years held tlie government 
of Dacca with its appurtenances, had acquired great wealth, which 
enabled him to maintain a large retinue of armed men in conftant 
pay ; and the city of Dacca was at this time governed by a nephew 
of Hoflein Cooley Khan : Allavcrdy therefore was apprehenflve that 
Nowagis might retire to Dacca, and throw off his allegiance, if he 
fllould take the alarm, ^yhilfl: that city remained under his autho- 
rity ; but Surajah Dowlah undertook to remove the nephew of Hojf- 
lein Cooley Khan, and lent a party of aflaflins, \vho ciit^Hn'g Dacca 
in difguife flrabbed him in the dead of night. As foon as liis death 
was known at Muxadavad, Nowagis took up arms, but more froin 
appreheiiflons of his owii danger than with intention to revenge 
tlieinjuiy: Allavcrdy therefore ealily quelled this infurre^ion, by 
,afluring him that the murder had been committed without the par- 
ticipation eitlier of himfelf, or Surajah Dowlah, Sonic days after 
the tumult was quieted, Surajah DoWlali caufed Hoflein Cooley 
Khan himfelf to be aflaflinated in open day, as he ' was paflihg 
through the ilfeets of Muxadavad. 

Thefe murders increafed the gloomy corijeduits which the ap- 
pointment of Surajah Dowlah to the fucceflion had already railed 
in the minds of the people. His uncles Nowagis and Sid Hamed 
had hitherto aded independently, of each’ other, but now united ; 
and although their reverence to Allavcrdy reftfained them from revolt 
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•during his life, they Augmented their forces and the number of their 
dependants. In this ftate of mutual fulpicion the two parties re- 
mained, until the beginning of the year 1756, when -both Nov/agis, 
,and Sid Hanied died of fevers, without poifon. 

Their deaths dilTolved indeed the union of their houfes ; but, ne- 
^'^erthelefs, did not leave Surajah Dowlah without powerful com- 
petitors : Nowagis left great treafures-; and his widow, the daugh- 
ter of Allaverd}'^, as the only means of preferring them, determined 
to difpute the fucceflion. Her fex indeed excluded her from the 
government, to which otherwife flie was the natural heir, as the 
•only child of Allaverdy. And the younger brother of Surajah 
Dowlah, who had been adopted by her hulband, was dead ; but al- 
though a ftripling had left a fon who was about two years .old, and 
this infant flie determined to hold out to the province, as the com- 
petitor of Surajah Dowlali. At the fame time, the fon of Sid Ha- 
med, \idio governed the country of Purneah, relying on the univerfal 
deteftation which was entertained againft SurajaTi Dowlah, levied 
forces, and determined to oppofe his acceflion. 

A Gentoo, named Rajah-bullub, had fucceeded Hoflein Cooley 
Khan in the poll of Duan or prime-miniller to Now’agis ; after 
whofe death his influence continued with the widow, with whom 
he was fuppofed to be more intimate than became either her rank, 
or his religion'; but, doubtful of the event of the irnpending con- 
tell, he determined to place his family and trealures out of the 
reach of danger ; and not deeming them in fafety at Dacca, where 
they had remained for feme time, he ordered his Ion Kiflendafs to 
remove them from that city, under pretence of going a pilgrimage 
to the pagoda of Jagernaut, on the coall of Orixa. Accordingly, 
Kiilendafs left Dacca with feveral loaded boats : but, inllead of go- 
. ing through the channels at the bottom of the Delta, proceeded 
along the great Ganges to the Jelingeer river, through which he en- ‘ 
tered the river of Hughley; when his father at Muxadavad re- 
quefted Mr. Watts, th’eEiiglilh chief at Coffimbuzar, to obtain per- 
miffion of the prelidency of Calcutta, that Kiflendals with his fa- 
mily might; if they found it neceflary, reft for fome days in the 
VoL. II. ■ H . town,' 
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town, by which the boats muft pafs, in their way to Orixa. At 
the fame time . there remained no hopes of Allaverdy’s recovery ; 
npon which the widow -of Nowagis had quitted Muxadavad, and 
encamped with 10,000 men at Moota Gil], a garden two miles 
fouth of the city, and many now began to think and to {zy that fhe 
would prevail in her oppofition againft Surajah Dowlah. Mr. Watts 
therefore was eafily induced to oblige her minifler, and adviled the 
prefidency to comply with his requeft. . His letter to the prefidency 
on this fubje(St w^s fcarcely arrived in Calcutta, before the boats of 
Killbndafs appeared in fight : the prefident Mr. Drake w'as at this 
time at Ballafore for the recover}'- of his health ; but the reft of the 
council, relying on the opinion of hlr. Watts, confented to admit 
Kiflendafs into the town. 

Amongft the Gentoo merchants eftabliflied at Calcutta was oirc 
named Omicund, a man. of great ftgacity 'and underftandmg, w'hich 
he had employed for forty years with unceafing dih'gence to in- 
creafe his fortune. The prefidency had long permitted him to 
provide much more of the company's im^eftment' than the fhare 
allowed' to any other contrador ; by w-hich, and other indulgences^ 
he was become the moft opulent inhabitant in the colony. “The 
extent of his habitation, divided into various departments; the 
number of iiis fervants continually employed in various occupations,. - 
and a retinue of armed men in conftant pay refembled' more the 
ftate of a prince than the condition of a' merchant. His commerce, 
extended to all parts of Bengal and Behar, and by preferits. and 
fervices he had acquired fo much influence with the principal 
officers of the government at Muxadavad^ tliat the prefidency in 
times of difficulty ufed to employ his mediation with the.Nabobi' 
This pre-eminence, how^ever, did not fail to render him the ol^ed 
of much envy : the manufadures provided for the company having 
every j'ear fince the firft irruption of the Morattoes decrealed in 
quality and increafed in price, much of this detriment was imputed 
to the avarice and iniquity of Onnehund ; and the company de- 
termining, if poflible, to reftore their inveftment to the former eph- 
dition of price and quaht}', relinquifhed in the year 1755, their 
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Ai.lavkrdy. 


iifu.il nicthocl of contiTiC'llnij wiili incrchaiits, nncl fc-nt Go- 
vusfidhs^ or (icnloo laclor.'; in ilicir own pay, to jnwido the in- 
vcrtnu’nr at the clitVcrcnl yjuntt:gs, or cltuh niarlxts in the jirovincc. 


I'roin iliis time Omiclunui war. cxchuled from any j^artlcipation in 
ilic company’s allairs, wlilclt, tliminifhing his connnurcial aclvan- 


lap,cs, vexed Ifis avarice, akhotjgh jjoflefied of four millions of lai- 
pees. 1 hnvcver, he Hill continued the trade, whicli he tiled to 
carr}' on independant of tlic inveftment, and redoubled his attention 
to maintain his importance at Muxadavad ; in confequcnce of tvliicli 
Rajah-hullub at this time requerted his good offices to his Ton Kiflen- 
dals, whom Omichund received on his arrival with much hofpitality. 


and lodgctl the family in a convenient habitation. 


Tlie admifiion of Kifieiulafs into Calcutta was fbon known at 


Muxadavad. It wounded the pride of Surajah Dowlah, and exafpe- 
rated his mind with fuch fufpicions, that he immediately went to 
-.•Mlavcrdv. and told him that he was well inf()rmed the Enc:lifii in- 
tended to fupport the widow of Now, igis Mahomed. Mr. Forth, 
the furgvon of the Knglilh faflory at Cofiimbu/.ar, who attended 
All.avcrdy in his lafi illnclK was prefent, and Allavcrdy, infi:c.ad of 
anfwering Sur.fiah Dowlah, queflioncd Mr. Forth concerning the 
report, who replied, that it was raifed by the enemies of the En- 
glifli, in order to hurl them in his favourj and that on examination 
it would appear groundlcfs ; adding, that the Englilh had no other 
ambition than to be merchants in his country. Allaverdy then 
afkcd how man}' foldiers were in the factory at Coffimbuzar r Whe- 
ther the French or the Dutch prcfulencies had lately fent up any to 
their factories in that town r Where the Englifli fliips of war w^cre.? 
W'hcthcr they would come to Bengal ? Whether fbme had not 

• been in the river of Hughley three months before ? Why the fquiv- 
dron came into India ? W’hethcr there was war between England 
and France ? To which queftions Mr. Forth replied, without de- 
viating from the truth : and Allaverdy, feeming to be convinced 

• that the expeftation of a war with France had brought the fqua- 
dron to India, and that the Engliflt at Calcutta were in no condition 
to rifk the difpleafure of the government, told Surajah Dowlah, 
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that he gave no credit to his information ; who replied, that hc conkl 
prove it. A few days after this coiiverfatioii, news arrived in Bengal 
that the Englifli had taken Gheria. The. piracies which Angria, 
had for fo many years committed on the fiibjeds of the Mogiil 
had rendered his name famous throughout the empire ; and there 
was fcarce a province of which he had not taken fbme of the na- 
tives, who' concurred in deferibing his fortrefs as impregnable : and 
‘various -rumours now prevailed at Muxadavad. Some faid that the ' 
Englifh intended to fend fixteen (hips to make war in Bengal';: 
others, that Surajah Dowlah was determined to flick Calcuttaj and 
drive the Englifli out of his 'dominions: and Mr. Watts received 
pofitlve information that there were many fpies.emplo 3 ’’cd by the go- 
vernment in Calcutta; and that the wealenefs of the garrifon and 
fortifications, and the facility with which' the place miglit be talccn,. 
were the public difeourfe of die dty and tlie court.- The prcfidency 
on this information ordered ftrifl, fearch to be made, and fcr- 
veral who were fufpeded of being fpies,, were turned out of the 
company’s bounds. 

At length the long^expeflied event of Allaverdy’s dcadi happened 
on the pth of April : his public character is fufficiently delineated 
• by his adions : his private life was very different from the -ufual 
manners of u Mahomedan prince in Indoftan ; for he was- extremely 
temperate, had no ’pleafures, -kept no feraglio, and always dived 
'the hufband of one wife. Warned by the experience of his own 
ambition, tlie defefition of Meeirabib, and: the rebellion of ^Mufta- 
pha'Cawn, be declined as much as poflible to entruft lany Mahome- 
-dan, excepting of hk own lineage, with any, power out of his fight, 
which might either tempt or. enable him to revolt: but:-kept his 
army, which confifted chiefly of Maliomedans, continually 1 under 
his own eye, or never fuffered a large body of the .fame troops, to re- 
main long enough at a diffance to- be feduced from; their obedience. 
At the fame- time he' paid them well and' regularly, and - rewarded 
•the officers of merit , and •diftllii^ion, ' either > with 'ready money dr 
with jaghires, which were 'always -rents -airifing from lands over 
-which they were not -fufieredi-to have any :extenfive jurifdiftiori. 

But 
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up Klfiendafs, with his treafures. The bearer of the letter was bro- 
ther of Ramrainfirig, the head of the Ipies : he came in a {mall boat, . 
and landed in the difguife of a common pedlar on the lijth of April, 
and immediately proceeded to Omichund’s, who, as the governor 
was abfcnt at his country houfe, introduced him to Mr. Holwell, a 
member of the council, who fuperintended the police of the town. 
The next day it was deliberated what refolution fliould .be taken con- 
cerning this meflTenger. 

The governor returning the next day fummoned a council, ’ of 
which the majority being prepoflefled againll Omichund, concluded 
that the meffenger was an engine prepared by himfelf to alarm them, 
and reftore his own importance ; and as the lafl: advices received from 
Coflimbuzar defcribed the event between Sumjah Dowlah and the 
widow of Nowagis to be dubious, the council relblved that 
botli the meflenger and his letter were too fulpicious to be re- 
ceived ; and the fervants, who were ordered to bid him depart, turned 
him out of the fadory and off the {hore with infolence and derifion : 
.but letters were difpatched to Mr. Watts, inftrudling him to guard 
againft any evil confequence from this proceeding. 

It is probable that the report of the fpy, fupported by the reprefen- 
4 :ations of his brother, renewed the fame ideas which had induced 
Surajah Dowlah to accufe the Englifh fome days before to Allaverdy. 
He, however, concealed his refentment ; for when the vaqueel, 
or Gentoo agent employed by hlr. Watts reprelented at the 
Durbar the fufpicions which had induced the Englifli government 
•to treat the meflenger as an impoftor, Surajah Dowlah fcarcely 
flicwcd any emotion or difpleafure ; and neither Mr. Watts nor 
the prefident received any farther injun<5lions from him concerning 
Kiflendafs. 

In the beginning of April letters had , been received from E^ng- 
land, informing the prefidency that war with France was inevitable, 
.and ordering them, to put the lettlemcnt in a ftate of defence ; 
but to do this was impoflible without building the fort anew. How- 
ever, a great number of labourers were fent to repair a line of guns, _ 
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which extended on the brink of the river in front of the wefterii 
fide of the fort. 

In the mean time the widow of Allaverdy interpofed between her 
daughter and Surajah Dowlah, and at length prevailed on her to 
acknowledge him ; which Ihe had no fooner done than Surajah 
Dowlah put her into dole confinement, and feized her palaces and 
treafures with the infant fon of his own brother. As foon as he 
had quelled this enemy he proceeded with his whole army, confifting 
of 50,000 men, againft the fon of Sid Hamet in Purnea. 

Notwithftanding the diligence which had been employed to ex- 
pel the fpies employed by the Nabob in Calcutta, feveral found 
means to remain undilcovcred ; and, inftigated moft probably by 
the head fpy, reprefented in their letters to the Durbar, that the 
Englifli were very bufy in railing ftrong fortifications. The Na- 
bob, whole cowardice eafily led him to believe any thing that 
alarmed his fears, gave fuch entire credit to the report, that on the 
day in which he began his march towards Purneah, he difpatched 
a letter to Mr. Drake, fignifying that he had been informed the 
Englifli were building a wall, and digging a large ditch round the 
town of Calcutta ; and ordering him immediately to defift, and 
to deftroy all the works which had lately been added to the fortifi- 
cations. 

It was unfortunate, Mr. Watts had neglefted to inform the pre- 
fidency of the complaint which Surajah Dowlah had made to Alla- 
verdy a little before his death, in the prefence of Mr. Forth ; and 
of the converfation which enfued on that occafion : for whatlbever 
informations were now communicated were confidcred as the arti- 
fices of the court to frighten the prefidency out of a fum of money; 
whereas the converfation implied that Surajah Dowlah bore rancour 
againft the Englilh ; and that both he and, Allaverdy had been 
attentive to their military proceedings. But, wanting this infor- 
mation, Mr. Drake thought that the truth would be his beft de- 
fence, and fimply wrote a letter, importing, “ That the Nabob- 
“ had been mifinformed by thole who had reprefented to him that 
“ the Englifli were building a wall round the town ; that they had 
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The War of Bekg’al. BookW. 

“ dug no ditch fmcc the invafion of the Morattoes, at which time 
“ fuch a work was executed at the requeft of the Indian. inhabi- 
“ tants, and with the knowledge and approbation of AHaverdy ; that 
“ in the late war betw’ecn England and France the French had at- 
“ tacked and taken the town of Madrafs, contrar}’’ to the neu- 
“ trality which it was expeded would have been prelerved in 
“ the Moguls dominions ; and that there being at prefent great 
“ appearance of another war between the t\vo nations, the Eng- 
“ lifh were under apprehenfions that the French would ad in the 
“ fame manner in Bengal : to prevent which, they were repairing 
• “ their line of guns on the bank of the river.” Few in Mr. 
Drake’s htuation would have apologized in any other manner : ne- 
verthelefs, confidering the charader of Su rajah Dowlah, and the 
dilpofition of his mind towards thc Englifii at this jundure, the an- 
fwer \vas improper ; becaufe it tended to make him believe that the 
impending war between the two nations would probably be brought 
into Bengal ; and becaufe it implied that he either wanted power or 
will to proted the Engiifh. Accordingly, when he received the 
letter on the 17th of May at Raiamahal, the perufal of it irritated 
him to a degree of rage which aftoniflied all his ofEcers, excep- 
ting one or nvo of his intimate favourites. He inftantly changed 
his refolution of proceeding further, ordered his arm}’- to march 
back without delay to Muxadavad, and fent fonvard a detachment 
of 300c men, to iiiveft the fort of Cofiimbuzar. On the aad of 
Ivlay thefe troops arrived and furrounded it, but committed no hof- 
■* tilities ; and on the ift of June the Nabob himlelf came up with 
the main body of his army. 

The fort w^as juft ftrong enough to oblige an enemy to attack it 
with cannon : the baftions w'ere fmall : the curtains w*ere only 
three feet thick, and fen*ed as the outward wall of a range of cham- 
bers, which with their terrafles imitated ramparts, and were on all 
fides QVjBrlooked' from without by buildings within .100 yards, and 
there was neither ditch, nor even a pallifade, to interrupt the ap- 
proach to the very foot of the walls : perhaps the jealoui)’’ of the 
government w'ould not fuffer more ; none of the cannon w*ere above 

nine 
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nine pounders, moft were honey-combed, many of their carriages 
decayed, and the ammunition did not exceed 600 charges. The 
garrilon confiftcd of 22 Eurojjeans, mofbly Dutchmen, and 20 
Topafles. 

Tlic Nabob, immediately on his arrival, fent a meifengor, ordering 
!Mr. Watts to come to him, who at the fame time received a letter 
from the duan, Iloydulub, afluring him of fafety : he iievefthe- 
lefs delayed until Mr. Forth the furgeon went out and returned, 
accompanied by an officer, with the fame affiirances from Roy- 
dulub in perfon : on which he proceeded to the tent of Roydulub, 
and was introduced by him to the Nabob, who received him with 
infblcnce and inve(Sli\'es : immediately after which he was condudled 
into another tent, udicre feveral fecretaries and officers prepared a 
writing, importing, that the prefidency of Calcutta fhould within 
fifteen days level whatfoever new works they had raifed ; that they 
fhould deliver up all tenants of the government who had taken pro- 
tedion in the fettlement ; and that if it fhould be proved that the 
company’s duflucks, or paflports for trade, had even been given to 
fuch as were not intitled to them, wliat the government had been 
•defrauded of by fuch pradices fhould be refunded. Mr. Watts, fur- 
rounded by menaces, figned the paper, immediately after which 
the fame conclave ordered him to fend for Mr. Collet aiid Mr. Bat^. 
fon, the two other members of the council ; who came and figned 
likewife, and were detained with Mr. Watts in the camp. The 
next day they received an order to furrender the fort ; but repre- 
fenting that this did not now depend on thcmfelvcs, •'/.n umbrage 
was taken at the delay of their conferences with one another, and 
their nieffages to the garrlfon, who, deeming the fort, as it really 
was, untenable, the Nabob’s officers, with a number of followers, 
were admitted on the 4th of June ; who, inftead of fealing up what 
effefts they found, as the Nabob had ordered, ftole the greatefi: part ; 
-and the foldieiy, who took poffeffion' of the faftory, infidted the.' 
garrifbn with every kind of contumely and reproach. This beha- 
viour continued three days, and fb much affefted the mind of the 
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commanding officer, Enfigii Elliot, that he fhot hirhfclf through 
the head. 

The cannon and ammunition were carried td the carhp ; tlie 
fbldiers were fent to the common prifon at Muxadavad ; Mr. j3at- 
fon, one of the council, and the younger men in the company’s 
lervicc, were permitted to retire to the French arid Dutch factories ; 
and MelT. Watts aiid Collet, inftead of being erhployed as they 
expected to reprefent the will of Surajah Dowlah to the prcfidericy 
of Calcutta, were informed that they ihuft acedinpariy him thither. 
None of the Nabob’s officers endeavoured to reftrain him from this 
rafh and violent refolutign : they believed themfelves marching to 
the plunder of one of the moft opiilerit cities in the empire. But 
Seat Mootabray and Roopchurid, the foris of the banker Juggutfeat, 
who had fucceeded to the wealth and employments of their father, 
and derived great advantages from the European trade in the pro- 
vince, ventured to reprefent the Englifh as a coldny of inofFeiifive 
and ufeful merchants, and earrieftly eiitreated tlie Nabob to mode- 
rate his refentment againft them ; but their remoriftrances were 
vain ; and on the 9 th of June the army began their march td^tards 
Calcutta. 

During thefe proceedings, letters were daily difpa'tched frdni 
Calcutta, inftruftirig Mr. Watts to aflure the Nabob that the prefi- 
dency was ready to obey his orders, to demblifh whatfoever addi- 
tions had been made to their fortifications, arid what • other build- 
ings without the fort might have been reprefented to him as works 
intended for defence ; but none of thefe letters reached Mr. Waits j . 
and were probably carried to the. Nabob, whofe intentions they in- 
couraged. Coja Wazeed, the principal merchant Of the province, 
who refided at Hughley, was likewife defired to interpofe his media- 
tion ; to whom the Nabob replied, that Mr. Drake had grievoufly 
offended him, and that’ he Would riot fufier the Englifli. to remain 
in his country ori any other terms than were allo%ved them in the 
reign of the Nabob j'affier.. In the mean time, as the principal rea- 
fbri affigried for Surajali Dowlah.’s indignation was his belief, that 
the Englifh were erecting new fortifications, the dread of exaljferating 
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him ftill more unfortunately deterred the prefidency from taking 
the neceflary meafures to, oppofe, until there remained no longer 
any hopes, of appeahnghim : and in this precarious fulpence twenty 
days, in which much might have been done, were fuffered to elaplb 
unemployed. But on the 7th of June, \yhen news was received of 
the furrender.of Coffimbuzar, they were convinced that they mufc 
owe their fafety to refiftance. ' 

Letters were immediately difpatched to Madrafs and Bombay 
requeuing reinforcements, but without any probability that any 
could arrive from either in time ; for the fea was fliut by the fbuth 
monfoon, and the mefl'engers of the country could not arrive at 
either of their. deftinations in lefs than 30 days. ‘ As a relief nearer 
at han.d, the .French and Dutch prefidencies at Chandernagore and 
ChincKura were fplicited, as in a common .caufe, to enter into a de- 
fenlive. alliance-againll: the Nabob ; but the Dutch pofitively refuled, 
and the French infolently advifed the Englifli to repair to Chander- 
nagore, in which cafe they prpmiled them their protedtion. No 
refburce therefore remained but in their own force, which was in- 
deed very .inadequate to the conteft ; for, although the regular gar- 
rifon confifted of 264 men,, and the inhabitant's ferving as militia 
were 250 ; in all 514 .men; yet only 174 of this number were 
Europeans, and of thefenotten had ever leen any other than the 
feryice of - the parade ; the. reft .were Topafl'es, Armenians, andPor- 
tugueze. inhabitants, on whofe faith or Ijpirit no reliance could be 
placed. The number of Buxerries, or Indian matchlock men, 
were therefore augmented, to 1 500 ; proyilions were laid in ftore, 
and works of defence, fuch as the time would admit, were eredled. 

Whilft the Nabpb was advancing, it was determined to take pof- 
feffion of the fort. of Tannah, which lay about 5 miles below Calcutta 
on the oppofite fliore, and cpmnianded the narroweft part of the 
river between Hughley and the fea with 13 pieces of cannon. 
Two ^ips of .300 tons, and two brigantines, anchored before it early 
in the morning of .the 13th of June; and as fbon as they began to 
fire, the Rloorifh garrifbn, which did not exceed fifty men, fled ; 
on .which Ibme Europeans and Lafcars landed ; and having dif- 
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abled part of the cannon, flung the rcfl: into the river. But the 
next day they were attacked by a detachment of 2000 men, fent 
from Hughley, who ftormed the fort, drove them to their boats, 
and then began to Are,, with their matchlocks and two fmall field- 
pieces, on the veflels, which endeavoured in vain with their can- 
non and mulketry to diflodge them. The next day. a reinforce- 
ment of 30 foldiers were fent from Calcutta, but the cannonade 
having made no impreflion, they and the veflels returned to the 
tov/n. 

On the 1 3th llkcwife a letter was intercepted, written to Omi- 
chund, by the Nabob’s head fpy, advifing him to fend his effedls 
out of the reach of danger as loon as pofliblc : which confirming 
the fufpicions that were already entertained of Omichund’s ebn- 
du6t, he v/as immediately apprehended, and put under ftridfc con- 
finement in the fort ; and a guard of twenty men was placed in his 
houfe, that his effeds might not be clandeftinely removed. His 
brother in law, Hazarimull, who had the chief management of his 
affairs, concealed himfelf in the apartments of the women, until 
t]je next day; when the guard, endeavouring to take him, were 
rcfiflcd by the whole body of Omichund’^s peons, and armed domef- 
ticks, amounting to 300 : feveral were wounded on both fides be- 
fore the fray ended ; during which, the head of the peons, who 
was an Indian of a high caft, let fire to the houfe, and, in order to 
fave the women of the family frorh the dhhonour of being expoled 
to ftrangers,' entered their apartments, and killed, it is faid, 
thirteen of them with his own hand ; after which, he ftabbed 
himfelf, but, contrary to his intention, not mortally. At the 
fame time, Kifl’endafs was brought into the fort by another detach- 
ment. 

Mean v.diilc the Nabob advanced with fuch uncommon diligence, 
that many of his troops died of fatigue, and many were killed by 
the fun, which at this feafon flruck perpendicular on their heads : 
on the 1 5th day of June, the yth of their march, they arrived at 
Hughley, from wlience they crofled the river in a vail; fleet of boats; 
:r;any of which had accompanied the army from Mu.xadavad, and 
2 the 
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tlic reft liacl been aflcmbled at Hughley. Surajali Dowlah had pre- 
vioufly fent letters to the Dutch and French Icttlements at ChiiiT 
chura and Chandernagorc, ordering them to aflift him with their 
garrifons againft. Calcutta ; and when his arm}'- Vv'as in fight of their 
fiiilories, he repeated liis fummons in more imperious terms ; but 
tlicy pleaded the treaties fubfifting between their nations and the En- 
glilh in Europe : which denial he highly refented but fupprefled- 
his indignation for the prefent, left they fliould, as in a common 
caufc, take up arms in conjundlion with the Englifli. But to this 
tliev wore nothing inclined. 

The news of the enemy’s approach was brought to Calcutta early 
the next morning, the i 6 tli of June; on which the militia and mi- 
litary repaired to tlieir pofts, and tlie Engllfli women quitted their 
houfes, and retired into the fort. Moft of the Indian inhabitants 
wlio had not already taken flight now deferted the town, and fledj 
they knew not whither, to avoid the ftorm ; but the Portnguefe, or 
black Chriftians, availing themfclvcs of this title, flocked to the 
fort, into which more than 2000 of them, men, women, and chil- 
dren, were imprudently admitted. At noon the van of the Nabob’s 
armv, marching from the northward, appeared in fight of the com- 
pany’s bound's, and, having neither reconnoitred nor gained intelli- 
gence, they remained ignorant that the Morattoe-ditch did not con- 
tinue round the limits, but left an opening without defences to the 
fouth. They therefore, without hefitation, advanced to attack the 
part which lay dirc 6 lly before them, where a deep rivulet, without 
Any bank behind it, fupplied the place of the Morattoe-ditch ; and the 
redoubt, called Perring's, which was one of the objefts of the Nabob’s 
difplcafure, ftood on a point of land at the mouth of the rivulet ; 
but being only intended to command the river, this work had but 
one embrafure towards the land. Contiguous to the redoubt ftood 
a bridge, which was the only pafiage over the rivulet ;• on the 
other fide of which, within 100 yards, were thickets and groves, 
through which lay the high road. A fliip of 1 8 guns had been fta- 
tioned to the north of the redoubt, in order to flank the thickets-: 
the greateft part of the company’s buxerries -w'ere aflembled here to 
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defend the rivulet ; and • as the guard of the redoubt was only 20 
Europeans, 30 more,- with two field-pieces, .'were fent from the 
fort to their afilftance. Four -thoufand of the enemy’s matcii- 
locks with four pieces of cannon took poflcfiion of the thicke ts, 
and from three in the afternoon until night kept uj) a conftant lire, 
-the cannon againfi: the redoubt, the matchlocks every where. It was 
returned by the redoubt and the field-pieces, wliicli were placed in 
the rear of the bridge and oppofite to the road,, and the buxcrrics 
wherever they chofe. At midnight nothing was moving in the 
thickets ; for every man after eating his meal had, as uliial, betook 
himfelf to fleep ; which enfign Pifehard, who had lerved on the 
coafi: of Coromandel, fufpedted from their filcncc, and croffing the 
rivulet at midnight with his party^ feized and ipiked the four pieces 
of cannon, beat up and drove all the troops out -of the thickets, and 
returned without the' lofs of a .man . 

The Jemautdar of Omichund’s peons, wounded as he was, had 
caufed himfelf to be tranfported to the, enemy’s camp; and by his 
advice they defifted from renewing the attack on the north, and. the 
whole army moved to the.eaftward of the company’s bounds, into , 
which feveral parties entered through paflages which there, were no 
troops to defend. In the afternoon they let fire to the great bazar, 
or market, within half a mile north-eaft of the fort, and took pof- 
felfion of the, quarter inhabited by the principal Indian. merchants, 
■which commenced half .a mile, to the north, and extended moftly 
along the bank of the river. A party, was fent to -drive them away, 
and retuned with fome prifoners, who reported that the enemy iii- 
tended the next day to make a general attack upon the out-pofts ; on 
•which the party was recalled from Perring’s redoubt’ to the north 
of the bounds; and every one palled, the night underarms. 

The fort of. Calcutta, called Fort-William, was fituated near the 
river, and nearly half way between the northern and fouthern ex- 
tremities of the company’s territory. Its fides to the eaft and weft 
extended 2 10. yards ; the fouthern fide 130, and the northern 100 : 
it had four baftions, mounting each 10 guns : the curtains were 
only four feet thick, and, like the fadloiy of Coffimbuzar, ter- 

rafles. 
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niflcs, w’hich w'crc the roofs of chambers, formed the top of the' 
ramparts; and window's belonging . to thefe chambers were in 
fevcral places opened in the curtains : the gate-w'ay on the 
caftern fide projefled, and mounted five guns, three in front, 
and one on each flank towards the baftions : under the weflern 
face and on the brink of the river, was a line of heavy cannon, 
mounted in embrafures of folid mafonry ; and this work was 
joined to tlic two weflern baftions by two flender w^alls, in 
each of w'hich was a gate of pallifiidoes. In the year 1747, 
W'arelioufcs had been built contiguous to the fbuthern curtain, and 
projctfting on the out-fide, between the tw^o baftions,- rendered them, 
ufelefs to one another; how'cver, the terrafles of thefe Ware-^ 
lioufcs were ftrong enough to bear the firing of three pounders, 
which were mounted in barbett over a flight parapet. 

The lioufcs of the Englifti inhabitants occupied the ground fix. 
hundred yards towards the caft, and half a mile to the north and; 
fouth of tlic fort ; but lay fcattcred in fpacious and feparate inclo- 
furcs ; and fevcral of them overlooked the fort ; as did the Engliflr 
church, which ftood oppofitc to the k. e. baftion ; under thefe dif- 
advantages tlic fiirt was deemed fo little capable of defence, that 
it was rcfolvcd to oppofc the enemy in the princiiiai ftreets and’ 
avenues. 

Accordingly three batteries, each mounting two eighteen poun-. 
ders, and tvvo field pieces, w’’cre erefted ; one oppofite to the eafteni' 
gate of the fort, at the diftance of 300 yards, in the principal 
aveiiue, wdiich continued in a ftraight line to the eafhK’^ard as far as 
the Morartoe ditch : this battery adjoined on the left to the .gate- 
way of an inclofure, in wdiich, at the diftance of a few feet, ftood-. 
a very fpacious houfe of one floor, in which the mayor’s court and: 
aflizes ufed to be held. A crofs-road pafted from N. to- s-. along theeaft 
tern curtain of the fort ; bu t 200 yards' N. of it, this load loft fight of the 
fort, by a fliort turning towards the river , along the bank of which it 
continued ftrelght to the N. in a ftreet formed by houfes on one fide,- 
and the walls of inclofures on the other neardft the river : .at the 
upper end of this ftreet, juft beyoiid the turning,, was anodier batte^.. 

The; 
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'j’licihirtl wnsin ihc crora-ro:ul300 yards to thelbuthof the fort, but 
t!ic oifuind l)!Ltv.'Ccn was dear. Bread:- works with pallifadoes were' 
crcclL-d in the fmallcr inlets at a diftance, and trenches dug acrofs 
tliC more open grounds. ] 3 ctwccn the north battery and the 
o-ftern, or that at the mayor’s court hoiife, llicre were only two 
inlets, both of which led into a fpot lying on the eaftern fide of the 
crols-road between the church and a houfe belonging to Mr. Eyre. 
But the (rnnind immediately to the fouth-cad: of the fort, was much 
more open; and partofthisfpaccwasoccupicdbyalargcinclofure,callcd- 
fT/’r Parh ; the north fide of which Ikirtcd the principal avenue leading 
to the eaftern battery, the wcd:crn fide extended 200 yards along 
the fide of the crofs- road towards the fouthern battery, and the cadern 
fide ikirted one fide of a ropc-w.alk aliout fixty yards broad. Along 
the other fide of this rope-walk flood three Englidi houfes, all 
within ciTc< 5 live mudcct diot of the cadern battery ; which, being 
ercvded at the north-cad angle of the park, might by turning a gun 
to the fouth, feour the whole length of this rope-w.alk, but could 
n.,>t ft) well command the entrance into a fmnll lane, which led into 
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The enemy, as it had been cxpe£ted, attacked the out pofts-oii the 
1 8th In the morning. At eight o’clock one of their divifions ad- 
vanced to the fouthern battery, and, taking poffeflion of feveral 
houfes fituatcd on eacli fide of the road beyond it, fired from their 
matchlocks, and, from their wall-pieces, an engine of much greater 
efficacy, carrying a ball of three ounces ; the two eighteen pounders, 
which were mounted on the battery, cannonaded the houfes,. in order 
to diflodge them, but without eftedt. 

At break of da}’-, two field-pieces with a platoon of Europeans 
had been detached from the caffern battery to a flight barricaded 
work at fomc diftance in the avenue ; and 40 buxerries under a good 
officer had likewife been lent to take poft in the inclofure of the 
goal, which lay about 100 yards beyond the battery, on the right 
hand of the avenue : the walls of this inclofure were high, and 
holes had been ftruck through, to admit the firing of the two field- 
pieces, in cafe the enemy ffiould gain their way, and oblige thofe 
at the barricade to retreat to the goal. About'nine o’clock, a mul- 
titude of fome thoufands, armed with match and firelocks, advanced 
from the Morattoe ditch, along the avenue. They Were flopped -by 
the quick firing of the two field-pieces, which foon after di^erfed 
them ; but they retreated into the thickets on either hand, and, fe- 
curc under that fhelter, kept up an inceflant, although irregular, 
fire -on the barricade ; neverthelefs, the party there maintained 
their poft two hours, when feveral being killed, and more wounded, 
the reft retreated, with the field pieces to the goal : at the fame -.time 
the enemy, inftead of advancing along the avenue, proceeded through 
by-ways, and got pofleffion of the three Englifh houfes which flood 
along the rope-walk, and overlooked the back part of the goal, on 
- which they fired ifb warmly from the windows. and -terrafles, that in 
a few .minutes they killed fix ^buxerries, and wounded ibur of -five 
.Europeans .; on which the reft quitted the inclofure, leaving the 
field pieces behind, and returned to the battery at the Mayor’s-Court. 

The battery to . the north was likewife attacked about nine oklock, 
but here. the enemy did not -find the -fame advantages as at the other 
two; for the ftreet was narrow, and the inclofures Which fkirtedit 
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On the fide next the river afforded no ihdter that was not over-looked 
by the battery itfelf ; and, on the other fide, the only houfes which 
commanded it were contiguous to one another, aiyd did not extend 
more than fixty yards beyond; and in each of them werepofted four 
or five Europeans. The firfi: fire from the battery difperfed the di- 
vifion which was marching along' the ftreet to attack it, and de- 
terred them from appearing again in a body : neverthelefs they re- 
mained in the crofs ftreets, from which two or three at a time fre- 
quently ufed to come out, fire at random, and then retreat. A 
platoon, wdth a field-piece, was detached to. drive them out of the 
crofs flreets ; w-hich they eafily efieOied, and then proceeded along 
the northern ftreet, until they loft fight of the battery,; when the 
enemy, taking advantage of their error, returned through the crofs 
ftreets, to cut off their retreat, but yielded again to the field-piece 
^nd the fire of the platoon. Soon after, the whole body of the 
•enemy, which had been appointed to this attack, went away, and 
joined thofe who were employed againft the eaftern battery. 

At noon the attacks in all parts ceafed at once, and every thing 
remained quiet until two, when the enemy recommenced their fire 
-upon the eaftern battery, not only from the three houfes in the 
-rope walk, but 'alfo from two others on the left hand of the avenue ; 
from which ftations neither the two eighteen-pounders on the bat- 
tery, nor the cannon from the fort, were able to diflodge them. 
The enemy’s fire was fo inceffant, that only the men neceffary ■ to 
derve the guns were fuffered to remain in the battery, whilftthe reft 
took Ihelter in the mayor’s coUrt-houfe, from whence the place of 
'.thole who were either killed or wounded at the guns was occa- 
fionally fupplied. About four o’clock in the .afternoon, a multitude 
of the enemy forced the palifade at the farther end of the rope- 
walk, although defended by a le^eant and twenty men ; and rulhed 
•down the walk with fb much impetuofity towards the eaftern bat- 
tery, tliat the gunners had fcarcely time to turn one of the eighteen 
pounders againft them ; however, the iirft difeharge of grape (hot 
ohecked, and a few more drove them to leek Ihelter in the covers at 
ihand hut many of them joined thole who were in the houles, 
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rendered, and was Immediateh- cut to pieces. .The other eight, 
ahva5'S prefentlng and rareiv firing, got to the fouth weft angle of 
the park, when the guns, as well of the fort, as of the battery 
which had been railed acrofs the road leading to it, midway of the 
weft fide of the park-wail, deterred the enemy from accompan'S’ing' 
them any forther. The detachments at all the three batteries, the 
two to the fijuth, and that to tlie nortli of the fort, were now re- 
called ; and boats were lent, which foon after brought away Enfign 
Pifchard, and the guard of 20 men, ^\dfich was remaining at 
Perring’s redoubt to the north. 

The batteries had been lb much relied upon as the bell defences of 
the fettlement, that the defertion of them on tlie \cry firft day they 
were attacked created general conftemation ; and the uproar of 1500- 
black Portugueze in the fort increafed the confufion. Of the 
Lafears, who had' been inlifted to- feri-e the cannon, not more than 
twent^v and' of the buserries not one, remained,' The Armenian- 
^d Portugueze militia were ftupified with fear. However, the- 
Enghlh IHll prefen'ed their courage, and ftnall parties were detached' 
to file church, to Mir. Eyres, oppofite the angle of the north-eaft: 
baftion-, to Mr. Cruttenden’'s on the north, and to the governor’s- 
houfe on the fouth, all which commanded the ramparts. In die- 
mean time the enemy had. drilled the three guns winch had been 
ipiked and left in the eaftem battery, and turned them- on die fort 
whilft numbers^ of their troops, Iheltering themfelveS'in the trenches- 
which had been -dug in the park, and behind the 'mdls of that in— 
clofure, kept a cdnftant fire of ftnall arms on the ramparts,. 

A Ihip.and feven finaHer •veffels, beion^g to the letdementi lay - 
before the fort-; and boats, with the natives who plied : diern> liadi 
been.carefally referved.. As night- approached^, it- was. refolved tO; 
fend all the European w-omen on board'the Ihrp?, two of the council: 
fiiperintended their embarkation, and. were, accompanied by feveral. 
of the militia. Bfefore eight. d’Hock. the. part^r- at the governor’s, 
hoiife, having been much ^Ked'by the enemy from the -next houfe • 
to the Ibuth, were recdled ;• their retreat expofed the range of ware-- 
hdufes adjoining to die fouth cnrtdn,. which was the weakeft part: ' 
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of tlie fort, becaitfe unflanked by any baftion ; and at midnight the 
enemy were heard approaching to efcalade the terrafles of thefe ware- 
houfes. Oil which the governor ordered the drums to beat the ge-- 
rieral alarm:- but although this. fummons was thrice repeated, not a- 
man appeared in obedience to it, excepting thofe who were on duty ; 
but the enemy, fuppofing the garrifon- prepared, retreated.. 

At two in the morning a general council of war was held, to 
which all: the Englifli, excepting the common fbldiers, were ad-- 
mitted r. and after debating two hours,; whether they fhould imme- 
diately efcape to the fliips, or defer the retreat until the next night,, 
the council broke up,, ivithout any regular determination : but as of; 
tlie two propofals the firfl was not carried into execution, it. was by. 
many believed that the other was. adopted- 

The enemy renewed *l:heir attacks as foon as- the morning appear- 
ed, by which time they had mounted- three guns- near the fouth- • 
weft angle of the park, from whence,, as -well as from the eaftern, 
battery, they now cannonaded the fort, whilft their matchlock men- 
from feveral houfes, and behind the walls of inclofures, fired; 
upon the feveral houfes ih which parties- were remaining, . as well; 
as upon the baftions and ramparts. They had- not, however, ven- 
tured to take poffeffion of the governor’s houfe to the fouth', not— 
witliftaiiding if had been evacuated fo many hours;, and another* 
party under the command of Enfign Pifehardhvas fent thither early 
in the morning. Ever and anon; fome one- of the defenders was . 
killed or wounded: but, although ten times. the number of the 
enemy fell, their lofs in fb great- a multitude was fcarcely felt, and- 
iinmediately fupplied. Before nine, Enfign Pifehard returned to.* 
the fort, wounded, and was > followed by his party ;i on -.which the 
detachments, in the church, and the two .other houfes- -were likewife 
recalled, and the pofts they quitted -were, immediately, taken pof-- 
feflion of by the -enemy, whole courage and adHvity increafed -withs 
theiir fuccefs,. whilft- terror-and confufion prevailed more and more.- 
ih the- girrlfbn. 

IVkiny of the boats had; delerted in the night.; and in the morning,^ 
when.it. Was -mtended to. fhip off the. Portugueze women and diilV- 
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drcn, the v-olce of order was loft amongil this aftnghted nwltitnde, 
of which every one prefling to be flrft' embarked, the boats were 
fllled with mpre than they could airry ; and ieveral were overlct. 
h'loft of thole who had cronded into them were drowned, and 
fuch.as floated with the tide to the Ihorc, were either made pri- 
foiiers or mafliicred ; for die enemy had taken pofl'cliion . of all 
the honfes and inclofures aloiio; die banks of the river, from 
which ftations the}'" fliot fire-arrows into the fliip and vcfl'els, in 
Jiopes of buiiiiiig them. None, of the giirrifon who had embarked 
with the Eiigllih women had returned to the ‘ lliore, and their 
fright being much increaled by the fire-arrows, tliey, without or- 
ders from the governor, removed the fliip from her ftation before 
the fort to Govindpore, three miles lower down the river ; on 
which all the other veflels weighed their ant:hors likewile, and tbl- 
lowed the fliip ; and to iiicreafe die . evil eftvcls of their retreat, it 
happened at the very time when the detachments from the fort were 
obliged to abandon the adjacent houfes : in this hour of trepidation 
many of the Eiiglifli militia, feeing the veflels under fail, were terri- 
fied with the apprelieiifion of lofiiig' this opportunity of efcaping, 
and quitted, the fliore. The governor, utterl}’^ unexperienced in mili- 
tary affairs, had hitherto flieuni no averfion to expofe his perfbn 
wherever his prefeiice was neceflary. He bad early in the morning 
vifited die ramparts ; and after the retreat of the detachments from 
the houfes, when an alarm was given that the enemy were en- 
deavouring to force their way through die gate, of palifadoes in the 
wall between the fouthern baftion and the line of guns, had repaired 
thither, and ordered two field-pieces to be pointed towards the gate ; 
but found none willing to obey him. Soon after, a man came and 
whifpered to him, that all the gun-powder remaining in the ma- 
gazines was damp and unfit for fervice; although difmayed by this 
information, he refrained from divulging it, and endeavoured to 
reduce the confiifion which prevailed every where till ten o’clock j 
when perceiving that only two boats remained at the wharf, in one 
of which fcveral of his acquaintance were preparing to efcape, tho 
dread of being expofed to the refentment of Surajah Dowlali, who 
4 had 
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liad often threatened to put him to death, prevailed over all other 
confiderations, and, panick-ftruck, he hurried into the other boat^ 
without giving warning to the garrifon : the military commanding 
officer, and feveral others who faw him embark, followed his ex- 
ample, and accompanied him to the fliip. 

The aftonifliment of thofe who remained in the fort was not 

V '• 

greater than their, indignation at this defertion ; and nothing was 
heard ■ for -fbme time but execrations againft the fugitives. How- 
ever, the concourfe Ibon proceeded to deliberation, when Mr. 
Pearkes, the eldeft member of the council in the fort, refigned his* 
right of command to Mr. HolwelL ■ The whole nurriber of militia • 
and military now remaining, amounted only to 190 men: and- 
two or threee boats being returned to the wharf, the new governor, 
in order to prevent, any more'jdefertions, locked the weftern gate ■ 
leading to the river. 

The fhip which had been' ftationed at the nofther-n' redoubt flill- 
remained there ; : and the garrifon,- having determined to defend 
themfelves vigproully until- they -could repair on board of her, an 
officer was difpatched in a boat with orders to the captain to bring 
her down immediately to the fort. ■ But the reliance upon this re- 
fource was of fhort duration ; for the fhip coming down •ftruck on 
a fand-bank, and was immediately abandoned by the crew. In the 
mean time the fort -svas warmly attacked, and bravely defended until 
the enemy ceafed firing at noon : .-neither did they renew their efforts 
with much vigour during the reft of the day, or the fucceeding' night; 
but employed themfelves in fetting fire to all- the adjacent houfes, 
excepting thofe which commandeci the ramparts,-. In this-inter-val- 
the garrifon continually threw out fignals, flags by day and fireg- 
by night, calling the veffels at Govindpore to return to -the -fort 
but this their laft expeiftation of relief was like wife difappqinted, for- 
not.a fingle yefiel came to their affiftan’ce. 

- .. The next morning the enemy recommenced their attacks with- 
' greater numbers than ever ; and whilft fome nf the garrifon Were 
expofing themfelves - with much refolution,- others were entreating- 
Mr. .HolweU tO ‘.ca.pitulate ; who, to calm the minds- of futh as 
! defponded^ 
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clcfpondecl, at fuii-rlfe, threw , a letter from the rampart, written 
by the -prifoner Omichund, to Monickchund, the govejnor of 
'Hughley, who commanded a confiderahle body of troops in the 
•army before the fort, requefting him to intercede with the Nabob 
:to ccafe .hoftilities, fince the Enghfli were ready to obey his com- 
mands, and only perfifted in defending the fort to prefcj-ve tlicir 
■lives and honour. The letter was taken .up, but the enemy never- 
•thclefs .continued their attacks until noon, when a large body at- 
tempted to efcalade the northern curtain, under cover of' a ftrong 
fire of their fmall arms from Mr. Cruttenden’s houfc ; but, after 
jierfevering half an hour, they were repulfed, and the lire on all 
the other quarters of the fort ceafed as foon as this body retreated. 
In thefe few hours twenty-five of the garrifon had been killed, or 
were lying defperately wounded, and feventy more had received 
(lighter hurts ; and the common (bldiers having broke open the 
ftore-houfe of arrack, were intoxicated beyond all fenfc of duty. 

• At two the enemy appeared again, but aded faintly ; and at four 
a man wa's difeovered .advancing, with a .-flag of truce in his hand, 
which Mr. Holwell, at the general requeft, anfwered with another 
on the fouth-eaft baftion, from whence he at the fame time threw a 
letter which he had prepared, addrefled to the duan, Roydulub, 
of the fame purport as that which Omichund had written in- the 
•morning to Monickchund. A parley enfued, during which many 
'.of the enemy' flocked to the eaftefn gate of the fort, and to the 
gate of palifadoes near the fouth-weft baftion, both which they 
attempted to cut down ; whilft greater numbers, with fcaling lad-' 
~ders endeavoured to mount the warehoufes to the fouth : a fliot 
was likewife fired, which wounded Mr. Bailley, as he was ftanding 
■on the s. e. baftion with Mr. Holwell, who immediately ran down 
to ‘bring men to the ramparts : but few obeyed, and thofe ' who 
would have been willing had retired to vaiuous parts of the fort to 
•get {Icep-; and whilft fcarch was making for them, the drunken 
foldicrs, intending to efcape to the river, broke open the weftern 
gate of the fort, juft as a body of the enemy had forced the gate of. 
;palifiidcs, and were .tufliing to attack :this iikewifc, which they 

found 
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found opening : others at the fame time had efcaladed the ware-houfcs. 
In this confiiiion no refiftance was made, and eveiy one furren- 
dering his arms, the Nabob’s troops refrained from bloodflied; 
but about lo of the garrifon ran to the n. w. baftio’n, and dropped 
from the embrafures, where feme efcaped along the flime of the 
river, and others were furrounded and taken prifoners. 

At five the Nabob entered the fort, accompanied by his general 
Meer Jaffier, and moft of the principal officers of his army. He 
immediately ordered Omichund and Kiffendafs to be brought be- 
fore him, and received them with civility ; and having bid fomc of- 
ficers go and take poffeffion of the company’s treafury, he proceeded 
to the principal apartment of the fadtojy, where he fat in flate and 
received the compliments of his court and attendants in magnificent 
expreffions of his prowefs and good fortune. Soon after he fent for 
Mr. Hohvell, to whom he exprefled much refentment at the pre- 
fumption of the Englifli in daring to defend the fort, and much dif- 
fatisfadion at the fmallnefs of the fum found in the treafury, which 
did not exceed 50,000 rupees. Mr. Hohvell had two other confe- 
rences with him on this fubjed before feven o’clock, when the 
Nabob difmiflcd him with repeated affurances, on the word of a 
foldier, that he fliould fuffer no harm. 

Mr. Hohvell, returning to his unfortunate companions, found 
them affcmblcd and furrounded by a ftrong guard. Several build- 
ings on the north and fouth fides of the fort were already in flames, 
which approached with fo thick a fmokc on either hand, that the 
prifoners imagined their enemies had caulcd this conflagration, in 
order to fuffocate them between the two fires. On each fide of the 
eaftern gutc of the fort extended a range of chambers adjoining to 
the curtain ; and before the chambers a varanda, or open gallerv : it 
was of arched mafonry, and intended to fliclter the f<)ldicrs from 
the fun and rain, hut being low, almoft totally obftrufted the 
chambers behind from the light and air ; and whilft fomc of the 
guard were looking in other parts of the fa«ftory for proper placc.s 
ro confine the prifoners during the night, the reft (ordered them to 
nfl'cmble in ranks under the varanda on the right hand of the gatc- 
VoL. II. L way ; 
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way; where they remained for fome time with' fo little fuljDicion of 
their impending fate, that they laughed among themfelves- at the 
feeming oddity of this difpofition, and ariiiifed themfelves with Con- 
jeduring what they fliould next be ordered to do. About eight 
o’clock, thofe who had Been feiit to examine, the rooms reported 
that they had found none fit for the purpofe.. On which- the prin- 
cipal officer commanded the prifoners to go into one of the rooms 
which flood behind them along the varanda. It was the common 
dungeon of the garrifOn, who ufed to call it Black Hole. Many 
of the prifoners kno\\>ing the place, began to cxpoftulate ; upon which 
the office!- ordered his men to cUt down thofe who hefitated; on 
which the prifoners obeyed. But before all were within, the room 
was fb thronged,, that, the laft entered with difficulty. The guard 
Immediately clofed and locked the door confining 146 pcrfbns in 
a room not 20 feet fquare, with only two fmall windows, and thefe 
obftru<Sled by the varanda. 

It was the hotteft feafon of the year; and the night uncommonly 
fultry even at this feafon. The exceffive preffure of their bodies- 
againft one another, and the intolerable heat which prevailed as fbon 
as the door was fliut, convinced the prifoners that it w-as impoffible 
to live through the night in this horrible confinement ; and violent 
attempts were immediately made to force tlie door ; but ^vithout 
effedt, for it opened inward : on which many began to give a ' loofe 
to rage. Mr. Holwcll,, who had placed himfelf at one of the 
windows, exhorted them to, rem-a'in compofed both in body and 
mind, as the only means of furvivirtg the night, and his~rcmon- 
flrances produced a fliort interval of quiet; during which he applied 
to an old Jemautdar, who bore feme marks- pf humanitj’- in his 
countenance, promifing to give him a thpufand rupees in the morn- 
ing, if he would feparate the prifoners into two chambers. The 
old man went to try, but returning in a few minutes, • faid it -was. 
impoffible; when Mr. Holwell offered him a larger fum; on which 
he retired once more, and returned with the fatal fentence, that no 
relief could be expected, beemfe the Nabob was afleep, and no one 
dared to wake him. 

' In 
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In tlio mciVn rime every miinitc liad incrcaJ’ed their fuJffcringa'. 
^'hc lli-n: cftccl of their confinement was a profit fe and continued 
■fwcat, which fbon produced intolerable thirfl:, fucceeded by excru- 
ciating pains in the breafi;, with difiiculty of breathing little Ihort 
of fuffocation. Variotis means were tried to obtain more room 
and air. Every one ilrippcd otVhis deaths; every hat was put in 
motion ; and thefe methods aflbrding no relief, it was propofed 
that they fliould all fit dou'n on their hams at the fitme time, and 
after remaining a little while, in this pofirure, rife all together. This 
fatal cx])cdient was thrice repeated before they had been confined 
an hour ; and every time, fcveral unable to rear themfelves up again, 
fell, and were trampled to death by their companions. Attempts were 
ag-aln made to force the door, ivhich, foiling as before, redoubled 
their rage : but the thirfl increafing, jiothing but water ! watci: I 
became foon after the general cry. The good Jemautdar imme- 
diatel}'^ ordered fome fkins of water to be brought to the windows ; 
but, inftcad of relief, his benevolence became a more dreadful caufe 
of doflru6lion ; for the fight of the water threw every one into fuch 
exceflivc agitations and ravings, that, unable to refifl this violent 
impulfc of nature, none could wait to be regularly fenced, but each 
with the utmoft ferocity battled againft thofe who were likely to 
get it before him ; and in thefe conflitSls many were either prefled 
to death by the efforts of others, or fuftbeated by their own. This 
fcenc, inflead of producing compaflion in the. guard without, only 
excited their mirth ; and tlicy held up lights to the bars, in order 
■to have the diabolical fatlsfa£tIon of feeing the deplorable contentions 
' of the futTcrers within ; who, finding it impofliblc to get ariy water 
whilfl it was thus furloufly difputed, at length fuflbred thofe who 
were iiearefl to the windows, to convey it in their hats to thofe be- 
hind them. It proved no relief either to their thirfl, or other fuf- 
ferings ; for the fever encreafed every moment with the encreafing 
depravity of the air in the dungeon, which had been fo often ■ re- 
fpired, and was faturated with' the hot and deleterious effluvia of 
putrifying bodies i of which the flench was little lefs than mortal. 

. Before midnight, all who were alive and had not partaken of .the 



The War OF Bengal. BookW, 

air at tlie vindcfws, were either in a letliargjc ftupefacHbnj or. rav- 
ing \vith delirinm. Every kind of inveflive and abufe was uttered, 
in hopes of provoking the guard to put an end to their miferies, by 
firing into the dungeon ; and whilft fome were blafpheming their 
creator with the h^ntic execrations of tormenf in delpair, heaven 
was implored by others with wild and incoherent prayers ; until the 
weaker, exhaufted by thefe agitations, at length laid down quietly, 
and expired on the bodies of their dead or agonizing friendsi Thole 
who ftiil furvived in the inward part of tlie dungeon, finding that 
the water had ^rded them no relief, made a laft effort to obtain 
mr, by endeavouring to fcramble over the heads of thole who ftood 
between them ^d the windows; ^vhere the utmoft ftrength of 
every one was emplo)*ed for two hours, either in maintaining his 
own ground, or in endeavouring to get that of w^hich others were in 
polTeffion. All regards of compalhon and affedHon were loft, and 
no one would -recede or give way for the relief of another... Faintnefs 
fometimes gave ftiort paufes of quiet, but tire firft motion of ^y one 
renewed the ftruggle through all, under w^hich ever and anon fome 
one funk to rife no more. At two o’ clock not more tlian fifty re- 
mained alive. But even this number w'ere-' too many to partake 
of the faving air, the conteft for w’-hich and life, continued 
until the mom, long implored, began to break ; and, vdth the 
hope of relief, gave the few funivors a view of the dead. The fur- 
vivors then at the-nundow, finding that their intreaties could not 
prevail on the guard to open the door, it occurred to Mr. Cooke, 
the fecretary of the council, that hir. Holwell, if alive, might hare 
more InSuence to obtrin their relief ; and two of the compjmjr un- 
dertaking the fearch, difeovered him, having ftill feme figns of life • 
but when they brought him towards the window, every one refufed 
to quit his place, excepting Captain hlills, who with rare genero- 
fity offered to refign his ; • on which the reft likewife agreed to make 
room. He had fcarcely be^n to recover his fenfes, before an of- 
ficer, fent by the Nabob, came and enquired if the Englifli chief 
furvived ; and foon after the fame man returned with an order to 
open the prifon. The dead were fo thronged, and the furvivors.had 
4 fo 
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To llulc llron«lh remaining, tliat tlicy were employed near half an 
hour in removing i]jc bodies which lay againft; the door,, before 
.they could clear a paflage to go out one at a time; when of one 
hundred and i'orty-lix who went in, no more tlian twenty-three 
ca.mc out alive, the ghadlicft forms that ever were Iccn. alive. The 
Nalioh’s troops beheld them, and the havodc.of death. from which 
thev had cfcapcd, with inditi'crcncc ; hut did. not prevent them from 
removing to a diflancc, and were immediately obliged, by tire 
intolerable flench, to clear the dungeon, whiJfl others dug a ditch 
on the outfide of the fort, into -which all the dead bodies were pro- 
mifcuoufly thrown. 

Mr. Holwcll, unable to fland, was foon after carried to the 
Nabob, who was fo far from flicwing, any compaflion for his con- 
dition, or remorfe for the, devith of the other prifoncrs,t that he only 
talked of the trcafurcs which the Englifli had buried ;-and threaten.- 
ing him with farther injuries, if he pcrfiftcd in concealing them, 
ordered him to be kcj)t a prifoncr. The officers to whofe charge he 
was delivered, put him into fetters, together with Mcflrs. Court and 
Walcotj.who were likewife fuppofed to know fomething of the 
trcafurcs ; the reft of the lurvivors, amongft whom were Meflrs. 
Cooke and Mills, were told they might go where tliey pleafed ; but 
an Englifli woman, the only one of her fex amongft- the fufferers, 
was referved for the fcr.aglio of the general Meer Jaffier.. The dread 
of remaining any longer within the reach of fuch barbarians deteir- 
mined moft of them to remove immediately, as far as their ftrength 
enabled them, from tlie fort, and moft tended towards the veflels- 
which were ftill in light ;. but when.they reached Govindpore in the 
fouthern part of the company’s bounds, tliey were informed that 
guards were ftationed to prevent any perfons from paffing to the 
veflcls, on which moft of them took.flielte'r in deferred huts, where 
feme of the natives, who. had ferved^the Englifli in different employ- 
ments, came and adminifter.cd to • their immediate \yants. Two or 
three however ventured, and got to the veffels before fun-let. Their 
appearance and. the dreadful tale they, had to tell were the levereft 
of reproaches to thole on board, who, intent only on their own pre- 

fervationj. 
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r:;r.'rition, had made no cfrbrts to facilitate the efcape of the reft of 
ihc- gai-rifon : never perhaps was fiich an opportunit}’- of performing 
an heroic aflion fo ignominioufty neglected : for a lingle floop, with 
llftecn brave men on board, might, in fpite of all the efforts of the 
enen'v, liave come up, and, anchoring ur.der the fort, have carried 
away ail \vho fuB'ered in the dungeon. 

But the trepidation on board of all the vcffcls had been fb great, 
that, having failed in the morning in order to proceed lower down 
the river, the fire from the fort of Tannah, where the enemy had 
again mounted fcveral pieces of cannon, drove a fnow and a floop 
alhorc ; on which the reft returned to the ftation they had quitted at 
Govindpore, where thev remained until the 24th, when they were 
joined by two fhips from Bombay, which came up the riv^erj and 
had ftjflaincd the fire of Tannah without any hurt. Encouraged by 
this example and reinforcement, the fleet again weighed anchor, and 
j'rocceding witli better condud, pafled the fort of Tannah witli the 
lots of only two lafcars : on the 25th they pafled Buzbuzia, another 
fort twenty miles lower down, where the enemy were only preparing 
to mount cannon : here another veflcl was ftranded by bad navi- 
gation; on tlic 26th they arrived at Fulta, a towm with a marker, 
wliich is the ftation of all the Dutch fliipping. The foutlterly 
innnl'oon which prcv.niled at this time rendering it impofiiblc to quit 
the river, it was determined to remain at Fulta, if not driven awav 
l»y the Nabob, until the fcafon changed. 



Book VI. St/RAJAH Dov/lah. 

greateH: part of the commodities imported in tlie preceding jear 
were fold ; neither had the goods providing at the aurungs for the 
enfuing l^.fon been brought to Calcutta ; fo that the whole amount 
of the merchandizes remaining in the fettlement did not exceed in 
value the fum of two hundred thoufand, pounds ; which was much 
diminiflied before they had pafl^ through, the rapine of the ibidierr,- 
and the embezzlement of the officers appointed, to manage the 
plunder. The Nabob, irritated by the diiappointment of his ex- 
pectations of immenie wealth, ordered ]Mr. Hoiweli and the two 
other prifoners to be lent to Muxadavad, in hopes that they would 
at lalt difcover where the treafures of the fettlement were buried.-. 
This order was executed by his officers \rith all the leverity that 
the fear of cauling the death of the prifoners v.'ould admit. They 
were put into an open boat, witliout ffielter from the intenfo frin 
and hea^y rain of the foafon, fed only with rice and water, and' 
loaded with irons, notwithfranding their bodies were covered with 
painful boils ; a crihs by which all who fur\*ived the dungeon re- 
covered of their fever. In their pali%e up the river, they recewed 
fome reffelhments from the Dutch fettlement at Chinchura ; 
end both the French and Dutch at Coliimbuzar adminiitered to- 


them all the offices of h'omanity which their guard would permit, 
v.*ho, on their arrival at the capital, chole a cow-houfe for the place 
of their connnement. 

It could fcarcely be imagined that the Nabob, after fuch fiagrant 
iniuries, fhould fofrer the remains of the colony to abide within his. 
dominions, in- expeclation of reinforcements. But there always 
reigned fo much confalioa in his mind, that he rarely carried his 
ideas beyond the prefent appearance of things ; and, icothed by the 
compliments of his courtiers into a beiiet that tne reciuciion cr Cal- - 
cutta was the moft glorious and heroic atchievement that had been 
performed in Indofran lince the days of Tamerlane, he imagined - 
that the Englilh nation would never dare to appear again m arms 
its his country ; and, having written letters fail of thele commen- 
dations of himfelf to Delhi, 




The War of Bengal. Book VI. 

and determined to avail himfelf of the terror of his arms againft his. 
rival and relation, the Phoufdar of Purneah. 

To perpetuate the memory of his victory he ordered the name of 
Calcutta to be changed to Alinagore, fignifying ^he Port of God ; 
and, leaving a garrifon of 3000 men, and Monickchund to command 
in the place, he departed with the reft of his army on the fecond 
of July. ■ Two or three days before his departure he publiflicd leave 
to flich as had efcaped the dungeon to return to their houfes in the 
town,' where they were fupplied with provifipns by Omichund, 
whofe interceflion had probably procured their return. But this in- 
dulgence was rendered of fliort duration by the intemperance of 
a feijeant, who in a fit of drunkennefs killed a Moorman. Tliis 
happened on the laft of June, on which , the ban was publiftied againft 
every European who fliould be found in the territory* All fled 
immediately to 'the French, Dutch, and Pruflian fadtories, from 
whence at different times moft of them repaired to the fleet at 
Fulta. , • 

As foon as the Nabob’s army had crofted the river near Hughley, 
he fent a detachment to the French, and another to the Dutch fet- 
tlement, threatening to extirpate, them both, if they did not im- 
mediately pay him a large fum of money : but, after receiving many 
fubmiflive afliirances of their pacific difpofitions, he confented to re- 
leafe the Dutch for the fum of 450,000 nipees, and the French 
for 100,000 lefs ; which difference, it is faid, he made becaiife the 
French had fupplied .him with 200 chefts of gunpowder, as he was 
marching . to • Calcutta. At the lame time he releafed Mr. Watts 
and Air. Collet, who had hitherto been led prilbners in his camp, 
and configned them to the care of the Dutch governor at Chin- 
chura, from whom he took an obligation to produce them wheii- 
foever they Ihould be demanded. On the nth he arrived at 
Aluxadavad, from whence he iftued orders, commanding thefeizure 
and fequeftration of all the effefts and merchandiles belonging to 
theEnglilh, or their tenants, in all parts of his dominions. How- 
ever, . finding that no difeoveries could be. obtained concerning the 
treafures which he' fuppofed to. be buried in Calcutta, he, on the 

1 6th, 
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•r6th, -in compliance with the frequent interceffions of the widow- 
of Allaverdy, releafed Mr. Holwell and his two companions, figni- 
fying their deliverance in -perfon, -as he was pafling by the fhed 
‘of their confinement. They immediately repaired to the Dutch 
fafloiy, where they were received with much hofpitality, and 
from thence proceeded to Chinchura. 

Mean while, the fleet remained , at Fulta, where they were joined 
‘.by feveral other veflels from the fea. The company’s agents 3ike^yife 
•from the fubordinate -faftories at Dacca, Jugdea, and Ballafore, 
having on the firfl alarm efcaped from thefe refidencies, refbrted to 
the fleet. ‘For feme time no provifions could be procured ; but as 
. ibon as the Nabob’s army deft Calcutta, the country people ven- 
ture to fupply them. 

The want of convenient {belter, as well as the dread of being 
furprked, -obliged them ^11 to deep on board thevelTels, which were 
'.fo much crowded, that :all lay promifeuoufly on the decks, without 
-ihelter from the rdns of the {ealbn, and for fome time without a 
•change of , raiment ; for none had brought any {lore away: and 
v-tliefe hard{hips, inconfiderable as they may feem, were .grievous to 
■perfons, of whom the greateil part had lived -many years in the 
gentle eafe of India. But fufferings which the hardiefi: cannot refill 
enfued: for the lower part of Bengal, between the two arms of the 
Ganges, is the moft unhealthy country in the world:; and many- 
died of a malignant fever, which infedled all the veiTels. 

But, inllead of alleviating their dillrefies by that Ipirit of mutual 
good-will, which is fuppofed to prevail amongft companions in mi- 
{ery, every one turned his mind to inviduous difeuflions- of the 
caufes which had produced their misfortunes-; although allfeemedto 
expe£t a day when they {hould be reftored to Calcutta. The younger 
men in the company’s fervice, who had not held any part in the 
government, endeavoured to fix every kind of blame on their fu- 
periors, whom they w-ilhed to fee removed from ftations, to which 
they expected to fucceed. At the fame time,, the members of the 
council accufed one another, all concurring to lay the -feverell 
blame upon the governor ; and thefe examples gave rife to the fame 
^OL. II. . M {pirit - 
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fplnt of malevolence ainon^.thofewho covild derive no benefit ftoHi 
their .inve(£l:ives,. beyond the vanity of their i'tefnpdi*ary imprirtaneo. 

The condiid of the military operations vvas void of method, fiib-. 
ordination, difciplirfe, and Ikill.- All the 6tit-pofts wefc at too great 
a diftance from the fort; only' the three or four neareft buildings 
fhould have been occupied : all beyond them blo\vn up^ or the floors 
of fhdr upper ftories ruined. The walls of all. the inclbfures with- 
in' the aim of mufket-lhot from the fort, Ihould have been, demo-' 
lifhed, and the rubbifh removed. A ditch and palifade fhould have 
been .carried on,, if time admitted lio more, at leaft in, the weakeft' 
parts, round the fort, efpecially along the warehoufes to the foutli. 
Shells fhould have been throwil wherever the Oiiemy alfembled or , 
took poft, and refolute Tallies fhould have been made in the night 
into their open quarters, which in fuch a multitude "miifi have been 
many.: By.thefe means the defence might have been ptotradbed ten 
days, during 'wrhich, if the Nabob -could hot be- app'eafedj the ar--. 
rival of the fhips of the ffeafon would have fecnred the retreat of 
fbe defenders and their families .without danger. • Although nothing 
of thefe operations was executed, the, negledt of them was not im- 
puted ; but cowardice in general was reproached to thofe who fir-ft 
left the, fhore, arid \vith lit'tle decency, by thbfe who accompaniedj * 
or followed their flight, and all affembled at Fulta, excepthig three 
or four, ■ were in one or other of thefe predicaments. 

The caufes to which the referitment of the Nabob was imputed,, 
were more vague, but caft, if >poffiblej: more' blame. ’ The • paper, 
which was figned by Mr. Watts immediately after he was made 
prifoiier at Coffimbuzar, 'was urged, as a proof that the' government 
of Bengal had 'been defrauded of 'vaft fums by the abufe* which the. 
company’s agents had inade Qi ikvt dujiucks or pafiports for trade, 
which, it is faid, had been comnionly fold to the Indian merchants 
refiding in the fettlemeiit, who were not intltled. to that privilege : 
but, .^though this fraud was fonietimes conimitted by the indigent 
and profligate, the greateft' part of the' Englifh Commerce was carried 
on by men, whofe charafter and fortune placed them beyorid the 
neceffity or fufpicion of fuch a meaiinefs: fo that this pra<9:-iGe 
, cCuld not have been either fo frequent or injurious to the revenues 'of 

Bengal, ' 
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Bengal, as the rapacious’ minifters of Surajah Dowlah might have 
made him believe; more elpecially fince the Nabob Allaverdy 
never accufed the Englifli of fuch illicit pradtices; The other article, 
figned by Mr. Watts, concerning the protcflion given, to the fubjedls 
of the Nabob, was likewife infifted on ; although for fifteen years 
before Kiflendafs, the government had never claimed any perfons 
who- took up their reliderice in Calcutta. However, tjiefe refleftions 
carri'ing agaiiift no one in particular, it was boldly alTerted, that the 
proteftion of Kiflendafs, which certainly did contribute to the Na- 
bob’s refentment, had been purchafed by large bribes : but this ac-- 
cufatlon was abfurd, becaufe they mufl: have come through his hofl: 
Ornichund, whoni the' prefidency regarded as the firft, though la- 
tent caufe of all their calamities, and puniflied accordingly. It was 
likewife aflerted, that the governor, Mr. Drake, had written an in- 
folent letter to the Nabob, in anflver to his order for demolifhing. 
the fortifications ; and that he lent a meflage of defiance to him 
by the fpy who brought the letter concerning Kiflendafs : reports,' 
for •vVhich no evidence was produced. 

• There is fuffieient teflimony to believe that the fagacity of Alla- 
verdy,- refliedling on the' fates of Nazirjing and Chunderfaheb, the 
fubfequent war in Coromandel, and the late redufllon of Angriaj. 
and Comparing tliefe military • exploits of the French and Englifli 
^yith■ the former humility of their condition in the Mogul’s do-" 
minions',: Ihould have Mvifed his young fucceflor,- Surajah Dowlah,. 
to- Watch the. military meafures of all the European fettlements in 
Bengal, a'nd to fuffer no increafe in their garrifons, nor addition in 
thefr fortifications, and to cruflr imihediately whichfoever of them 
fhould- manifefl: any' .lyniptom of defiance, or confidence in their 
own ftreiigtli ; but’ af the faihe time to give every encouf^em'ent 
to their comnAercial views, not only as an eflential benefit to the 
province, but likewife as.theb'eftlecurity of their dependaiice on his- 
government.- This admitted-, , the . difbrderly. brain of Surajah 
Dowlah;. his 'excelfive cowardice,- his: tyrannical ideas, and the in-' 
lligations of his minionsj ' reprefenting Calcutta as oiie of the 
licheft cities-in the world, fufflciehtly account for his incapacity to 
diftinguifh "the neceflary feafon- of carrying the advice of his prede- 
ceflor into execution, and for his inflexible perfeverance in a refolu- 
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tion ivliich flattered the pufillanimity and otlicr vices of his own- 
init'.d. 

I’hc Englifii at Fulta, notwithftanding their wrangles, agreed to- 
acknowledge the authority of the governor, and of fuch others as- 
h.r.d been members of the council at Calcutta', who- in the begin- 
ning of July deputed Mr. Maningham, one of the members, with 
a nfilitar)' officer, to rcprelcnt their condition to the prefidency of 
Mndrafs, and to folicit the expedition of an armament to their' 
affiflancc. With them our narrative returns to the coafl: of Coro- 
mnndel- 

ALL was lofl before the prcfldency of Madrafs even received in- 
telligence of the danger; for the letters, adviflng the furrender of 
C?offimbuzar, did not arrive until the 1 5th of July. The experience 
of former embroilments between the European fettlements and the 
government of Bengal, fuggefted hopes that the Nabob would, as- 
his prcdcccflbrs, he appeafed with a fum of money. But whether 
this or the word ffiould happen, it was deemed neccflaiy, in either 
cafe, to fend a reinforcement without delay r in the one, to-render 
tin; fettlcmcnt more refpcflahle to- the Nabob ; in the other, to 
niTord refuge to fucli as might have clcapcd the calamities of war. 
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taken poflcflion of Charinnul, and that the maintenance of this poff 
againft tlicir enemies was the only probability of a reconciliation, 
with them, rcfblvcd to fend the fuccours, which Mr. Bufly, fore— 
feeing the event, had long before requefted,. when he feparated from.' 
Salabadjing at Sanore.. Accordingly, 500 Europeans and a train; 
of field artillery were embarked on one of the French company’s- 
flip’s called the Favorite.. The flip failed on the 15th of July,, 
the very day that the prclidcncy of Madrafs received the firfl: intel- 
ligence of the diftrefles in Bengal : the troops were to be landed at 
Mafulipatam, from whence the}’- were to marcli to Golcondah.. 

Hitherto the French Influence in the government of Salabadjing. 
had been regarded as the evil which threatened- the moft danger- 
to the Enfflifli concerns iii India, and. the removal of it had been 
the conftant objeft of their attention ;• but it now became an im- 
mediate confidcradon, what refpcdl: ought to be paid to this view^ 
compared with the ncccflity of reihftating the lofl: affiiirs in Bengal.. 

Letters from England dated in the month of Augufl: of the pre- 
ceding year had informed the prcfidcndcs in India, that a war \dth 
France feemed inevitablcy and that hoftilitics would in all probability 
commence very Ibon after the difpatcli. of thole letters ; which 
moreover gave intcHIgcnce that the French were preparing to fend 
a fleet of 1 9 fliips of war, with 3000 regular troops, from Breft to 
Pondicherry.. On this it had been determined to make many im-* 
provements and additions to the fortifications of Madrafs ; but as no 
particular work was yet compleated, what was done had rather 
weakened than augmented the ftrength of the place. 

The troops maintained by the Englifli and French governments 
on the coaft of Coromandel were at this time nearly equal, each 
confifting of about 2000 Europeans, and 10,000 Sepoys, who on both 
lides were feparated in difierent garrifons and fituations in an extent of 
600 miles. The detachment of 500 men fent to Mafulipatam had di- 
minilhed. the French force ferving in; the Carnatic,, to be by this 
number, lefs than: what the Eiiglilh had in the province, exclufive of 
their troops to the fouth of the Coleroon ; nor had the French as yet 
any fquadron in India to oppofe that- under, the command of 

Watfpnsi 
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Watfon; but it was imagined that their expedted armament would 
give them as decifive a fuperiority at fea, as on fliore. 

On the other hand, .a privation - of the Bengal inveitments tor’ 
three years would ruin the Englifli company ; and if the fettlemeiits 
there were not immediately recovered, the French upon the arrival 
of their arihament would urge and afliil: Surajah Dowlah againft 
any future attempts of the Englifli to re-eftablifli themfelves in his 
dominions ; in wliich cafe, an expedition to recover them would re- 
quire a large and fpecial arihament from 'England ; where, perhaps^-' 
the national' exigericies in other parts of the world might liot allow 
a force adequate to this fervice j and where, at all events, the equip-: 
menf could not be made but at a much greater . expehce than, would 
be incurred, by employing the force at this time ready on flie coaft 
of Coromandel. At the fame time the" national: honour required 
immediate reparation, and the horrors of tlie dungeon cried alouiifoE 
exemplary vengeance. . .. 

. Neverthelefs there prevailed in .fome. of the. members of tlie 
council a ftrong propenfity, at all events, to affift; Salabadjing. The 
partizaiis of this, opinion infilled, “ that j as a force, frifficient to en- 
“ counter the rsTabob of Bengal with any probability of fuccefs, fiib^ 
“ ftradled from Madrafs, would leave the Englifli in Coromandel- to- 
“ tally incapable of refifting the French after the arrival of their’ar- 
“ mament ; it was more expedient to fend: the 5a gun. Ihip of Mr* 
“ Watfon’s fquadron, and deputies, with a power to treat with the 
“Nabob. If the negociation fliould prove unluccefsfur, the fliip,- 
“ with the force under Major lUlpatrick, were to make depredations 
“ and reprifals ; and, if they could, were to> retake, and. maintain 
“ Calcutta. By this expedient, Coromandel, it was fliid, would be 
“ preferved, Salabadjing might be properly fupported againft Mr.' 

“ Bufly, and hlr. Watfon avoiding, the encounter of the French 
“ fquadron until his own fliould he reinforced, from Englandj might 
“ then meet them on equal'terms.” Thefe arguments would’- have 
appeared fpecious anywhere but in India. They were- oppofod. by 
one of the members of the council, who, having refided nine years 
in the company’s fcri'icc at Calcutta, knew the ftrength and info- 
knee of the Moorifli government In Bengal, believed that nothing but 
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vigorous hoftllltie-s would induce the Nabob to make peace or r^ara- 
tion, and confidered the force prqppfed as unequal even to the retaking 
of Calcutta: he therefore infifted “that it ought to be fufficient to at- 
“ tack the Nabob even -in his capital of -Muxadavad ; at leaft, a 
“ battalion of 800 Europeans, with as many Sepoys as could be 
“ tranfported, not lefs than 1500 : that as the fquadron,- if divided, 
“ would be of little fervice any where, the whole fliould proceed 
“ to Bengal ; that fuch an armament would foon decide the con- 
“ teft; tha:t after peace \vas made, the fquadron, with a large part 
“ of the troops, might return to the coaft, and arrive in the month 
“ of April; before which time, the nature of the Monfopns ren- 
“ dered it improbable that, the French armament, fince it had not 
“ yet appeared, would be able to make their palTage to the coafh 
“ In' the mean time the detachment fent to the relief of Mr. 
“ Buffy had deprived the government of Pondicherry of the 
“ meafis of making any attempts in the Carnatic, which the. 
“ force of -Madrafs could not ealily fruftrate.” This opinion, after 
many arid repeated objections, became at daft the imanimous/erife 
of the feoUficil. 

This 'tefolution was communicated to Admiral Watfon, who, 
after corifultirig hiff council of- War, confented to it. Some difficul- 
ties aToffe about the difpofition of the captures which might be 
made by n:he fquadrori ; but this was foon adjufted by an agree- 
ment, that- Whatfoever property fhould be taken which had be-- 
longed- either. to :the company, or to Englifli individuals, of even to- 
natives, who were tenants of the company when the Nabob com- 
menced hoftilities, ffiould be roftored without diminution to the 
proprietors ; but that whatfoever fhould be taken which had never 
belonged- either to the . company, or to fuch as were under their, 
proted'ioh, fliould become without participation dr referve the pro- 
perty of the fquadron. 

But other points of equal moment to the fuccefs of the expedition 
flill Temained' to be decided,; and, indeed, by having been mingled 
\Vithout diftinCtion with .the -more general queflions, they had helped 
riot a little to perplex arid protrad the deliberations of the council. 
Thefe points were : Who fliould command the land forces ? What 

fhould' 
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ihould be the extent of his authorlt}* in ’inilitai^- operations, and 
an negotiatiohs with the Nabob ? In v> hat depcndancc or relation 
he ought to ftand to the late governor and council of Calcutta r 
•'Ho\v Sir their autliority as a prefidcncy ought to be maintained or 
;impalred? 

Each’ of the r.emaimng council of Bengal had written feparate 
letters to the prefidenej* ofMadrafs, in which fuch mifdcmeanours 
and mifcondu(3: were reciprocal!)’- imputed to ail the others, that, 
.if no allou’unce had been made for the prejudices of cxalpcratcd ad- 
verlity, it would have been abfurd to intmft the re-cftablinimcnt 
of die company’s afiairs to thole, who, by their own accounts, had 
ruined diem ; and, indeed, enough of the caulcs and progrels of 
•the calamities in Bengal were not at diis time fuflScicntly developed, 
to exempt the late prefidency of Calcutta from much blame. TJic 
difficulty of deciffing concerning their authority liiggefted to hir. 
Pigot, the Governor of Madrafs, a defire to go hinifclf to Bengal 
as comm^der of the army, and a\dth full powers, as the compa- 
ny’s reprefentative in aU other affidrs : but he w’anted militaiy ex- 
.perience, nor had the council authority to give fo extenfive a com- 
iniffion to any individual. Colonel Adlercron then claimed die 
.military command, ofienng to go with his whole regiment ; but he 
wanted experience in the irre^ar warfare of India, and his powers, 
were, independent of the company’s agents. The climate .of Bengal 
was fo adverfc to an aftlimatic difbrder, widi which Colonel Law- 
rence was afflifted, that it was drought he would be difabled, from 
that inceflant aftivity requifite to the fuccefs of this expedition, of 
which die ternmiation was limited to a. certain time. Colonel Clive 
was therefore chofeii to command •.die:trGops. To allure the exertion 
of the moft vigorous hoftilities until peace was made, and then die 
return of the troops in April, :it .was refolv^ed to invefi: him with 
independent power in . all militaiy matters and operations, and in 
confequence to furnilh liimwidi money, and empower him to draw 
hills. -It was, ihowever, refolved to ;acknowledge Mr. Diakeand. 

‘ die. former ,rnembers of die council, as a prefidency, with full 
powers ;in jcoijimercial ,and.civiliaff^rs,'.aiid to remit them likewife 
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a large turn of money. Mr. Mnnningliam, wlio had been Tent from 
Fulta as their rcpref'entaiive, ohjctled llrotigly to the powers given 
to Clive, as derogating frotn the aiuhorily of that prefulency, and 
contrary to the inAitutions of tlic company. Two months palled in 
debates, bel'ore thcl'c final refolutions were taken, and then- tlic em- 
barkation bej’-an. The Hoop of war belonging to the Iqnadron had 
been difpaiched fomc time before, inform the ]inglilh at Fulta 
of the intended armament, and to exhort them not to quit the river 
in defpair of aiiiftancc. 

The fquadron conliAcd of the Kent of 64, Cumberland of 70, 
Tvger of 60, Salilbury of 50, Bridgwater of 20 guns, and a firc- 
Ihip ; to which were added, as tranfports, three of the company’s 
lliijis, and two fmnller vefl'els. On board of this fleet were embarked 
900 Furopoans and 1500 Sepoys; 250 of the Europeans were of 
Adlercron’s regiment ; the reft, the beA men of tlie compan)"’s troops. 
It was relblvcd to fend more Sepoys as conveyances Aiould ofler. 
Admiral W'atfon hoiAed his flag in tlic Kent ; and Admiral Pocock 
in the Cumberland. Colonel Clive embarked in the Kent ; he car- 
ried letters written by Salabadjing the Soubah of the Dccan, and 
Mahomcdally Nabob of Arcot, as well as from Mr. Pigot, exhort- 
ing Surajah Dowlah, to make immediate reparation for the injuries, 
and calamities which the EngliAi had luffered from his unprovoked 
refentment. The inAru£lions to Clive recommended the attack of 
Muxadavad itfclf, if the Nabob continued obAinate ; and the cap- 
ture of the French fettlemcnt at Chandcrnagorc, if the news of a 
war witli I'rance Aiould arrive whilA the troops remained in Bengal. 
The fleet fet fail on the 1 6th of Oclobcr, and were out of fight the 
next day. 

This eflbrt to recover the Icttlements in Bengal left the forces 
of Madrafs too much diminiflied to detach to fuch a diAance as 
Golcondah a body of troops fufficient to afiiA Salabadjing effedlu- 
ally again A the French army with Mr. Bufly ; and as a few would 
be of .no fer\*ice, and might be loA, it was refolved to fend none. 
In the mean time the French army were maintaining their ground 
in Charmaul. 
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On the fame evening that they took pofleffion of this port:, dctach- 
nicnts were iVationctl in two others ; the one was a large habitation 
called Qaiichmaul^ rtandingin a fpacious and walled encloilirc, almort 
oppofjte to Cliarmaul, about 400 yards on tlie otlier fide of the 
river Moulli ; in this port were lodged 300 Sepoys. The other 
was an edifice called T)audmul^ built on a riling ground vciy near 
tlic weflcrn fide of Charmaul, which it overlooked. It was an 
ancient and very fingular rtru£hire, confirting of two rtories of arched 
inafonry, each rtor}* difpofed in fcvcral ranges of arches, and the 
upper covered by a terrafs rtrong enough to endure the fervice of 
cannon. Four twelve pounders were mounted on this terrafs, and 
the adjoining rtrccts and avenues were barricaded : the guard here, 
befides the artillery men, was 500 Sepoys, with fcvcral European 
ofheers of experience. 



BookVL The Decan. 

ciimpcd witliin tlircc miles of the city uiuler tlic rock and fortrefs of 
Golcondah, prohahl y with an idea of protedlion from the guns of tlie 
fortrcls ; but Candagla, one of their generals, who commanded 2000 
Iibrfc, encamped with them at the bank ol' the river about half way 
between Golcondah and the city, wlicre they were the next night 
beaten up by a detachment of 500 Sej)oys with tlie huflars. Tltcy 
fled, leaving many of their horfes picqueted in the camp, and even 
the military drums and cvmhals of their commander : but the French 
detachment did not lofc a man. 

The rainy wtaiher prevented any more fallics for fcvcral days : 
mean while tl\c numbers of the enemy incrcaled greatly. The 
Phoufdars. or, as they are commonly called, the Nabobs of Kanoul 
and Condanore, came each witli 3000 Pitans well mounted : other 
chiefs of the. lame rank, and others of inferior, as wcdl Mahomcdaii 
as Indian, brought their troops : for every tributary and dependant 

in the vail vicerovalty of the Dccaji had been fummoned. But le- 

• • 

vcral of thefe chiefs, cfpecially Kanoul, privately afllircd Mr. Bufly 
they did not intend to a£l efieilually againfl: him. 

On the loth arrived Jaflicr Ally Khan, much exafperated at the 
death of his nephew, with 3000 horfc, 3000 foot, and the firfl di- 
vifion of artillery, confining of 20 pieces of cannon. The main 
body of the army with which Salabadjing and Shanavaz Khan re- 
mained, moving only four miles a day, was ftill at a confidcrable 
diflancc. Jaffier Ally immediately held a council of war, in which 
it was rel'olved to ftreighten the blockade of Charmaul, and to 
begin by taking pofl'eflion of the mofl: advantageous polls in the city 
itfelf. 

hir. Bufly received immediate intelligence of this council ; he 
had hitherto refrained from diftrefling the inhabitants ; but now, in 
order to deter the enemy from eftablifliing themfelves in the city, 
he pofted a detachment at an edifice {landing in the high Hreet, and 
called Charminareis^ or the four towers ; it was a fquare piazza of 
arches, having at each end a tower 60 feet high, with balconies at 
the top, from which the Mahomedan prieft calls the people to 
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The War of Coromandel. Book VL 

prayers ; fome mifchief might be done with mulketry from thefe 
balconies, and the loop-holes, which gave light to the winding ftairs ; 
but there were no means of employing artillery in the tops, , for they 
were vaulted ; nor within, for there were neither -floors or landing- 
places ; neverthelefs ieveral fmall pieces of cannon were pointed out 
of the loop-holes, from a coiividlioii that the enemy would not im- 
mediately difcern their inutility. Mr. Bully then informed JalEer 
AUy, that if any of his troops entered the city, he would deftroy the 
whole with fire ; and this menace Hopped his intention ; he how- 
ever flationed an .advanced detachment where Candagia had eiiT 
camped, which was beaten up and dilperfed the next night by a party 
of 50 Europeas and 500 Sepoys. ' The rains immediately after, fall- 
ing again heavier, and lafting longer than before, hindered all en- 
tcrprizes in the field for a fortnight. 

Some months before hlr. Bully had commilfiohed the French 
agents at Surat to levy a body either of Abylfinians or Arabs, whom, 
as being of more courage and endurance, he intended to difeipline 
as the choicefl: of his Sepoys. Six hundred had been collededj.and 
were on their march, when Mr. Bully arrived at Hydrabad, and the 
enemy hearing of their approach detached Janogee Nimbulcar with 
liis 3C00 Morratoes to intercept them. The Morratoes met them 
on the road fome miles on this fide of Auningabad, and harralled 
tliem continually for three days ; during which . they killed fifty ; 
one hundred and fifty difperfed, and the remaining four hundred, 
worn out with fatigue, furrendered ; Janogee returned with his pri- 
foners to the camp, and confined them in the fortrefs of Golcondah, 
but treated them well. 

The weather having cleared on the 26th, a detachment with 
tlircc field-pieces marclicd in the evening, and at midnight attacked 
that part of the enemy’s camp, where they kept their artillery ; the 
multitude of bullocks in tills quarter, feared b}’^ the firingj encreafed 
tlic confufion of the troops : the fort of Golcondah took the alarm’ 
and fired all its cannon at random ; but two of the French field- 
pieces brcakijig down, flopped the detachment from- purfuing their 

fuccels,.. 
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fuccefsj. and fliey returned, having Spiked up only three, of the guns 
in the enemy’s camp. ■ . 

The next day came up 4006- Sepoys under the command of Mur- 
zafabeg. This man commanded the Sepoys of the detachment with 
which Mr. Bufly firft marched into the Decan in 1751. The next 
year he left Mr. Bufly when at Beder, - and, raifing a. body of 
Sepoys on his own' account, took fervice with Balagerow, whom he 
left when before Seringapatam in 1755, and went over to the 
hlyforeans ; from thence he went to the Nabob of Sanore, and was 
in this place when inveflied in the beginning of the prefent year- 
by Salabadjing and Balagerow. Having during his command of 
the French Sepoys gained the attachment of mofl: of their officers 
by largefles and other compliances, he had e\':er fince continued a 
correfpondence amongfl: them, whenever they were in the field,, 
in conjunflion with, or near, the armies in which he was ferving,. 
as Mr. Bufly had experienced in the 'campaigns, of Myfore and' 
Sanore. This quality, and the military experience which he was • 
fuppofed to have acquired whilfl: in. the French fervi'ce, induced 
Shanavaze Khan to hire him, as- foon as it was known that Mr.. 
Bufly had determined -to -make a Hand at Hydrabad.- Murzafabeg, 
as foon as engaged, made forced. marches before the main body, and 
fent his emiflaries forward: and on the very day of his arrival at 
Hydrabadj a- whole’ company of French Sepoys,, who went out into* 
the plain under pretence of exercifing,. marched- away, their firelocks 

- fhoulderedi. and joined him at Golcondah. 

The next day the whole army moved from hence with twenty, 
pieces of cannon under his direction, and at noon appeared to the 
■weftward within- a' mile of Charmauk- The infantry and artillery 
took, pofleffion of all the eminences ; and the cavalry drew up in the 
■ intervals, where the ground, was plain- Imrnedlately 250 of the 
French battalion and 1000 Sepoys, with fix field-pieces, marched out'. 
to try them, whilfl; the reft remained in their pofts ready to a£i: as 

- occafion fhould require ; and two. pieces .of cannon were mounted on 
the tower in the n. w. angle of Charmaul, which commanded a- 
view, of the field. The detachment defpifed the enemy fo much^ that 

- ’. . they 
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they ventured to feparate into three divifioiis, and each with two of 
the field-pieces advanced againft different bodies of infantry, at a con- 
fiderable diftance from eaeh other. The cavalry every v/here flung 
themfelves- between, and continually furrounded the three divifions, 
whole deftruclion to a ftranger would have feemed inevitable; and 
indeed nothing but the' firm reliance on the general difcipline could 
have warranted the hazard, or. have furmounted the danger ; but 
with this advantage and the dexterity of the field-pieces, each di- 
vifioii either fufficed to its own defence, or, when prefled, received 
afliftance from one of the others. In the different evolutions the 
enemy’s cavalry were often within reach of the two guns at Char- 
maul, of which e'v'en the random fhot did execution, v/hilfl: the ene- 
my’s cannon were fired, although continually, with very little ef- 
fect. Their infantry did nothing .but fhift from fafe ground to 
fafer, and^fire with fear. In this variety of fights the engagement 
lafted five hours, and did not ceale until the fun was fet ; the French 
troops fired 35000 mulket cartridges, and 900 from their field-pieces; 
125 of the enemy’s horfes were counted dead on the plain; by 
which the total of their lofs muft have been confiderable. That 
of the French was flight ; fix Sepoys killed, and thirty Wounded : 
of the Europeans none killed, and only four 'wounded. 

Two days after, on the ift of Auguft, came up Salabadjing him- 
felf, and the main body of the army. A council was immediately 
held, in which Mu^zafar Khan propofed a general aflault on Char- 
maul. This deliberation was in a few hours communicated to Mr. 
Bufly, \yho immediately demoliflied feveral of the adjacent houfes ; 
but tlie attack was not made. The intrigues of Murzafar Khan had 
already pervaded the whole body of Sepoys, and the greateft part of 
them liad promifed him to defert with their arms, the firft time they 
Ihould be led into the field : their correfpondence was dilcovered ; 
and determined Mr. Bufly to make no more {allies. 

By this time reinforcements were approaching. Mr. Moracin, the 
French chief of Mafulipatam, on the firft advices of the rupture at 
Sanore, had collected 1 60 Europeans and 700 Sepoys, which, with 
five field pieces, marched in the middle of July, under the command 

of 



Book VI. 1 ' H K ID r. c A K. 

of Mr. Lnw, the fame ofliccr who capltulatccl at Scrlngliam In 1752; 
hut wlicn arrived atBe/.oara, about 40 miles inland, cxccflivc rains de- 
tained them here I'overal tlays. In the interval the Favorite arrived 
at Mafulipatam with the troops from Pondicherry, of whicli, all in 
condition, marched immediately ; hut were fo much retarded by the 
rains, and the inundations of the Krillna, that they did not arrive 
at Bezoara until the 3d of Augufl, when the whole, now 480 Eu- 
ropeans, 1100 fepoys, and ii field-pieces, proceeded, and arrived on. 
the 10th within fifteen leagues of Hydrabad. 

The miniftiy of Salabadjing determined to intercept this reinforce-- 
meut : all the Morratoes, 1 2000, other fmallcr bodies amounting to> 
4C00, in all 1 6000 cavalry, with infantry of various denominations 
and commands, to the number of 10,000, were ordered on this fer- 
vice. i\Ir. Bufiy, as ufual, received information what troops were 
appointed ; he was perfonally acquainted with all the commanders, 
had been of ufc to levoral of them, and liad lately received fome 
marks of good.will from Janogi and Ramchundur, who commanded; 
6000 of the Morratoes. lie therefore propofc.d a conference, which- 
was accepted by fcvcral of iliefc chiefs, who repaired in the night to a. 
tent pitched on the other fide of the river near Gnuchmaul, where he 
met them unattended and alone. Wanting politive knowledge of 
what pafl'cd in this interview, we conjctSlure that he wrought upon- 
them by promifes <if greater adve.ntagcs, if he fliould be rcflored to- 
his former influence in the government of Salabadjing,. than tliey 
could expcil, either from tlic gratitude of Slianava/.c Khan, or tlie 
friendfliip of the Englifli, wlio, it was believeil, were to take the 
place of the French,, in the army and councils of the Dccan. They 
promifed not to a£l againfl: the reinforcement with anyefficacj'-, and’ 
only as much as might be neceflary to fave ajqiearances, confirmed 
thefe aflurances by their oaths, and gave Mr. Biifly the diftindions 
and colours of their refpedivc banners, of which he immediately 
difpatched information to hlr.. iJaw, as enfigns from which ha 
\yould have nothing to fear. 

The reinforcement continued their march on the iith, and had) 
now to pafs a trad, of mountainous countiy covered with rocks and: 

tliick: 



The War of Coromandel. Book VI. 

thick woods, which they entered j marching in a file of four abreaft. ' 
The advanced guard were 400 lepoys, under the command of an 
officer named Mahmood Khan. After marching five hours, in which 
■they had only advanced nine miles, ibme parties of the enemy were 
deferied forward in the road ; on which Mahmood Khan, as if im- 
patient to attack them, quickened the pace of tlie Sepoys. TJie cap- 
tain of the grenadiers, v/hofe company followed next in the line, ' 
fent orders to him to halt, which he difregarded ; and as foon as- 
the Sepoys ^yereout of fight, feme irregular firing v/as heard : Iboii 
after came a meflenger, requefting the grenadiej's v/ould advance 
•to their amftance, who he faid were furrounded l)y the enemy ; ijut 
the captain having fufpicions fent forward fcouts, v/Iio difeovered' 
the banners of the Sepoys mixing quietly with thofe of the enemy. 
This treachery was effected by the intrigues of hfur/afar Khan, 
who was here in perfon, and immediately began to attack the 
French line with thefe veiy Sepoys, and the whole of the infantry 
of Salabadjing’s army fent on this fervicc, which was committed’ 
to his direction. Befidcs the ufual and lighter arms a part of the in- 
fantry v/eilded 2000 caytocks, a fire-arm frequently made ufe of 
in Europe in the early times of gun-pewder, and then called a wall- 
piece ; but at prefent rarely ufed,- excepting in Indoftan and the 
eaftermoft parts of Afia : it is a gun eight or ten feet in the barrel, 
carrying a ball of one, two, or three ounces; and under’ the mid- 
dle of the barrel is fixed hy a fwivel, either one iron Ipike, or two, 
which open crofsways, and being {luck in the ground fupport the' 
piece, and aflure its aim : it carries far point blank, but the larger 
fiz,es are fb unweildy, that two men are required to move and ma-' 
nage them, and they can fcarcely be fired quicker than a piece 
of cannon. Parties were continually detached to diflodge thefe 
caytocks, and whatfeever other troops were annoying the line 
from the rocks and thickets on either hand. At noon the line 
came to open ground, where they halted ; and the fall of a heavy 
ihower of rain damaged the' enemy’s powder, and put .an end to 
their attacks. 

They 
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Tlicy retired to n hill half a league diftant, and took poffeflioii of 
a village at the foot of it, called Goranipally, which the French 
troops niarchcil hcforc day-break to attack, and found all the ene- 
inv's cavalry in the field, by whom they were foon furrounded. 
llamchundcr and Janogoc, according to tlicir promifes, a£ted only 
in fliew, wiiicli Mr. Law admired, and could not account for, not 
having vet rceoived the information concerning them frm Mr. Buf- 
fv ; but Candagla, who had rcjcfled his profier.s, afled more effi- 
caciouflv, attacking the hagg.agc in the rear, and difperfed the wliblc 
train of oxen on wliicli it was laden. The troops in the village made 
little rcfillanco, and the reinforcement refted there during the re- 
mainder of the day. Hitherto only one European and three or four 
Sc jiovs had been killed, and twelve of both wounded, but by the 
night of the coolies and the fearing of the oxen all their provifions 
were loll, and the troops were obliged for their meal to kill fome of 
the draught-bullocks of the artillery. 

• At noon Mr. Law received the letter from Mr. Bufly, ■Wnfli in» 
formation of fuch of the enemy's banners as did not intend to a£t 
vigoroufly, and at feven in the evening renewed his march. The 
next flagc was Meliaporc, 15 miles from Gorampally, and thd 
whole way through difficult defiles. The enemy with unufiial alert- 
nefs, although it was night, (l*nt forward all their infantry to line 
the thickets ; and Mr. Law, as the ufc of the field-pieces greatly 
retarded the march, only oppofed the enemy with platoons,- which 
were detached to wherefoever the fife came from. At feven in the 
morning the line arrived at Meliaporc, and took pofi: in a ruined mudf 
fort near the town. Only two men had been killed',- and three 
wounded ; but all were cxhauflcd with fatigue, and cveiy carriage 
wanted repair; and the next march was more difficult fhaii any 
of the former. It was therefore rcfolved to remain at Meliapbre un- 
til the men were entirely recovered ; but this fepofo led them into 
refleftions, always- dangerous when troops’ arc in dangerous' circ’uni- 
Itances : and very fooii- the whole body were perfuaded that they had 
done air that was poffible, arid' that it now behoved the arfriy of 
'Charmoul to- a£t -likewife,- and- marclv to their- relief. The offifcefs,- 

VoL. II. O inllead 
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Inftead of reprefllng, caught, the defpondency, and prevailed on Mr. 
Law to difpatch a letter to Mr. Bufly, expreffing their doubts and 
anxiety concerning the farther progrefs of the reinforcement. 

In the mean time the news of Mahrnood Cawn’s defection had 
been fpread with exaggeration through the main camp at Golcondah, 
and encouraged the miniftry to fend more troops againft the rein- 
forcement. Mr. Bufly, to reprefs this intention, fent in the night of 
the 1 2th a ftrong party, confifting entirely of Europeans, to beat up 
the advanced guards of the camp, arid theattack was made with much 
fuccefs ; but on the feirie night he received the letter from Mr. 
Law, which encreafed his perplexity ; becaufe he could not truft 
his Sepoys in the field where their feducer Murzafacawn' a< 3 :ed, nor 
could he without equal imprudence fend a number of Europeans fufe 
ficient to make their way to Meliapore. Judging; however, from, 
his own experience in. various conjundlures, he deemed the reinforce- 
ment ftrong enough to accomplifli the remaining, as they had the 
preceding part of the march, provided the officers led them with in- 
trepidity; and in this convidlion he wrote to, Mr. Law, commanding 
him, in the name of the King, to march immediately, and at all. 
'events, on the receipt of the letter. Not doubting, likewife, that 
the miniftry of Salabadjing, if they fliould hear of the delpondency 
of the reinforcement, would make aii utmoft effort in this time of 
decifion, unlefs deterred by the ftrongeft apprehenfions, he the 
next day pitched his own tent, which was. very conlpicuous, and en- 
camped with 1 50 Europeans and 300 fepoys, on. the ftrand above 
the bridge on the other fide of the river Mouffi.. The numbers were 
ftudioufly magnified, and,, with the prefence of Mr. Buflyin the field, 
infpired fuch a variety of apprehenfions concerning his defigns in the 
camp at at Golcondah, that they even recalled the detachments they 
had fent the day before. 

The peremptory order from Mr. Bully- at Meliapore arrived- in the 
morning of the 14th, and Mr. Law immediately iliued orders to 
march. The reinforcement, although they had remained four days 
and three nights at Meliapore, had. not got the reft they wanted.; 
for the 'fort was in feveral parts open, and the enemy had har- 
' . r^ed 
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rall'nl tlicm conliinially wiih fkirmiflics, even by night as well as 
tiav. At nine at night they began their marcli, the preparations 
for which had been jicrccivcd, and gave the enemy time to make 
their own. The road for the firfl. four miles winded through defiles 
in the rugged rock, over which carri.agcs could not pafs without at- 
tention to every turn of the wheel. The enemy in Icvcral places 
felled the wood .acrols the road, and all their infantiy were in pofi- 
fefiion of the mod: advantageous ftations before the French troops en- 
tered the defiles ; and their fire, cfpccially from the caytocks, was 
much bette r dircCled than againfl. the filmier marches. Men began 
to tall in the firfi: dlfcharges; no general rules of a6lion could be ob- 
ferved ; to get onward was the only princij)le ; it was now become 
fortunate for the French fuie that they had no baggage, and nothing 
to defend but thcmfelves and their artillery; which, although a great 
encumbrance in the defiles, was to be their bcfl: rcfourcc when out 
of them, A large body of the enemy’s cavalry, led by Candagla the 
Morattoc, followed the line into the defile, and through the night 
endeavoured to retard the march by their din and clamours, but as 
foon as it was light, ailed with more efficacy : for, as many as the 
road permitted charged the rear, although the guard confifted en- 
tirely of EurojX'ans, and had two field-pieces : it was commanded 
bv D’Arambure, an officer of proved gallantry, and next in rank to 
Mr, Law. Still rcpulfed, the cavalry Hill renewed their onfets. 
Europeans were cut down, and Morattocs fliot at the very muzzles 
of the guns. At fun-rife the van of the line came to tlie ifiTue of 
the defile, againfi: which the enemy had planted all their cannon, 
20 pieces ; behind which appeared all the cavalry wliich had not 
followed in the rear : hut they feemed to rely on the artillery more 
than on themfclves, which was lb ill Icrvcd, that it neither inter- 
rupted the troops in ifluing out of the defile, nor afterwards from 
forming In the opening ; when the field-pieces, as they came out, 
were turned to fcour the thickets behind, and foon drove away 
what parties of the enemy were ftiil molefting the remaining part 
of the line. Whilfi: the troops were forming, the enemy’s cavalry . 
and cannon in the front haftened onward, to pafs a fmall river.called 

O 3 Cingoram, 
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Gbgoram, about a mile from tbe tbicket's, an^- drew up oil the 
other lide. The cavalry, with Candagla,. followed the French troops? 
as they marched tov/ards the river ; the approach to which, on both 
hdes was. a defcent. - All the field-pieces were ordered to remain, 
on the hither-bank, until the reft of the troops had pafied ; and* 
this fervice was likewife committed to D’Arambure, v/ho judicioufly-' 
divided their fire againft the enemy on the other fide, and thofo in. 
his rear, which kept both at a diftance, until the whole of rank and. 
file had crofied and formed,^ and were able to defend themfolves? 
againft the enemy on that fide j when the cannon v/ere font over 
one by one, during which the remaining continued to awe the- 
enenay' on the fide they ftood,. againft %vhom every pieccj as fooii- 
as it landed on the other fide, was likewifo pointed'^ and parties oF 
the battalion likewifo -w'aded iiito the ftream ready to refcue the laft 
pieces. But the cavalry had already fuffered too much at a diftance^. 
to venture this- nearer rifoue,. andrall the lofs which, the French line 
fiiftained, after leaving the thickets until they had- pafied the -river,, 
was by the caytocks and other fire-arms of the enemy, flielteredi 
wherever they found fafe cover. The country for^vard from the 
river, although not plain, was open, and the French troops were- 
animated with new alacrity by the view of the fpires of Hyderabad. 
wMch now’’ appeared in fight. The whole of' ^e enemy’s cavalry- 
moved on as they, and forrounded them on all fides, but made no*' 
effoQual attacks ; for thofo who -were w-illing, were dilpirited by the^ 
backwardnefs of the grea.t body of Morattoes commanded by Rum— 
ebunder and Jariogee Nimbulcar, w’ho acted faintly according to- 
tbeir engagements with Mr. Bulfy. At length, at five in the after- 
noon. the reinforcement arrived at the tbwm of Aydnagur^, fituated 
fix miles from the river Cingoram, and the lame diftance from Hy-- 
derabad. They had been i8 hours -without refpite. hi- march and 
aclion ; during which 2-5 Europeans, of v/hom P.vo -were officers,, 
were killed, and 65 w-ounded. The Sepoys fuffered more. The- 
enemy, it was fold, loft 800 horfos and more than-2000 men * the. 
French fired 40,000 mufket-cartridges, befides- their field-pieces.. 


At 
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At Aydnagvu* they found fome fcanty pfovliitfnsj- of which they 
were ill much need : at nine in the evening, Mr. Bully received 
intcliigcncc of their arrival, and immediately detached i4,o' Europeans'- 
and looo Sepoys, witli carriages, to bring tlie lick and wounded,, 
and 20 mules, laden with provifions ready drcllcd'. He at the fame 
time detached another party, to give alarm to the- camp at Golcon-' 
dah, in order to prevent them from fending, any troops to interrupt 
the march of thofc proceeding to Aydnagur, who arrived there at 
four in the morning without molcftation. At fix all were in march 
again from Aydnagur, and at ten arrived at the city of Hyderabad,, 
having met with no interruption, nor even feen any of the enemy 
in the way ; for the}' had all been recalled during tile night to the 
camp at Golcondah. Mr. Bufly received tlie reinforcement with 
the acknowledgements due to their peilcvcrancfe aiid valour ; and’ 
they were fcarcely arrived, before he received' a meflenger fent- on. 
a- dromedary by Salabadjing ivith propofals- of pfe'ace, and afllir- 
ances that he had- ordered all hoftilities to cerife.. Mr.. Bully 
anlivered, that he was not aveffe to a reconciliation-,- but that liis- 
rcinforcemcnt- was arrivedj and he feared nothing the Soubah’s army 
could do. 

The ncgociation nevertlielefs continued. Mr. Bully demanded, 
that Murzafar Khan and the late deferter Malimood Khan Ihould 
be delivered up to him. Salabadjing replied, that as a prince he 
could not, without loling the confidence of the whole world, fur- 
render any perfons whom he had received into his fervice and pay, 

- but that he lliould not impede any means that might be employed 
to make tliem prifoners. The conjundlure did not- admit of aiiy 
llipulation for the removal of the minifter Shanavaze Khan. • Jaf-’ 
fier Ally Khan, the old Nabob of Rajahmundrum, came and made 
. his fubmilfions to Mr. Bully, blaming himlelf 'much for having'_^' 
taken parf .with men, whofe views and underftandings, he laid, lie- 
had now every reafon to defpife. Janogee Nimbulcar delivered- die 
Arabs and Abyllins he had confined in the fortrefs of Golcoiidah,- 
but kept their arms. Every thing being fettled, Mahomed Huf- 
feiiij the .king’s.Decan, accompanied by the principal lords of the- 

courts 
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court, vifited Mr. Bully in liia tent on the ^oth, and the fame day 
Mr. Bully proceeded, with an efcort of 300 Europeans and loocJ 
Sepoys, to pay his refpefts to Salabadjing, who received him witlr 
the diftindlions of an officer in the Mogul government, fecond 
only, to himfelf. The interview was courteous, and the protefta-' 
tions folemn. No hints were given of the late difagreements, and 
future rheafures were concerted with much feeming confidence. 
New. patents were immediately prepared, and letters dilj3atched 
through all the governments of the Decan, ' to deftroy the impref- 
lions which had been made by thole written during the rupture. 

Thus ended this diftrefs ; the greateft in which Mr. Bully had 
been involved fince his command in the Decan. Nor would his 
perfeverance and refolution alone have fufficed, without the lagacity 
of his charader, aiid the influence of his reputation. 

Befides the prqvifions which were laid in ftore, the army at Ghar- 
maul was conftantly fupplied with cattle for the lhambics, and fo- 
rage for the horfes, oxen, camels, and elephants, by bands of a 
people called Lamballis, peculiar to the Decan, who are continually 
moving up arid down the country with their flocks, and contrad to- 
furnilh the armies in the field. The union amongfl: all thele bands- 
renders each rel^edable even to the enemy of the 'ari-ny they are 
fupplying ; but they are not permitted to deal with places befieged ; ' 
neverthelcfs Mr. Bully furmounted this objedion, by bribing the' 
Morratoes, who, for the fake of marauding, • undertook the pa-- 
troles of Salabadjing’s army, to let the Lamballis pafs in the night, - 
and it was efpecially concerted, that the convoys lliould coihe in on ' 
the nights when the French troops made fallies. on the enemy’s 
quarters. . 

But money was equally neceflTary, and the .want of it had well 
nigli reduced him to quit Charmaiil ; for he had exhaufted the 
public, his own, and all he could' borrow on his own credit, and ' 
had no i-neans of railing more, excepting by giving relcripts on the 
revenues of the four ceded provinces ; but mofl: of the renters and 
polygars of thofe countries were, in. the prefent conjundure, encou- ' 
' raged to withhold them by the letters which they received from the ' 
. miniftry of Salabadjing,- and Hill more by the pradices of Ibrahim 

' - • Cawn, 
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Cawn, the governor of Chicacole, who, although raifed'by Mr. 
Bufly to this poft, from the command of a company of Sepoys, 
difavowed the French authority, and declared himfelf only fubjeft- 
to Salabadjing, as fbon as he heard that the French army had. 
{lopped at Hyderabad ; on the news of which, the bankers, who- 
had hitherto fupplied Mr. Bufly, agreed that it was not fafe to ad- 
vance money 'on thefe refcripts, nor on any other fecurity which- 
he might oflhr ; but Vizeramrauze, the Rajah of Vizianagur in 
Chicacole, judging with more fagacity than Ibrahim Ally, ordered: 
his agents at Golcondah- to aflure Mr. Bufly of his fidelity and the 
regular payment of his tributes ; and one night, when little ex- 
pelled, and moft W'anted, a man came to Charmaul, and, being; 
permitted .to fpeak in private with Mr. Bully,, delivered with the- 
meflage of Vizeramrauze a fum of gold, as much as he could carry 
concealed under Ills garments. It was fufficient. for the prelenfc 
want, and the fame man afterwards furnilhed more as neceflary. 

On the day of the reconciliation, Murzafer Khan and. the delerter 
Mahmood Khan moved, and encamping ivith their Sepoys in a-x 
Urong fituation at fome dillance from Golcondah, where they relied . 
on the aflTurances of protedlion which they' had received from the 
wife of Salabadjing, who' held the firfl: rank in his feraglio. Mr. 
Bufly neverthelefs- fent out . parties on feveral nights to furprizer 
them, and Mahmood Khan- was taken ; but from confideration of- 
his former fervices, and the good-will borne to him by the French 
Sepoys ill general, his- life was Ipared. Murzafer Khan main- 
tained his ground fome weeks longer, until his Sepoys began to- 
mutiny for want- of pay,, when-lbme of them proffered Mr. Bully 
to deliver him up, who lent a party to receive him ;• but a little 
ivhile before the party arrived, he efcaped.with a few attendants, 
and went' to Poni, where he entered again into the lervice of Ba- - 
lagerow, by whom, he ivas.-lbme time after put to death, for a..con— . 
fpiracy.. 

No other military operations happened during- the reft of - ther 
year at Golcondah. Shanavaze Khan continued to manage the af- ‘ 
fairs of the government as duan ; and Mr. Bully interfered little in i 

his. . 
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Ills purpdies, having taken the refolutipn to proceed, with the 
greateft part of the troops "under his immediate command, to reprefs 
the infurreiHons, and regulate the government, in the ceded pro- 
vinces. -On the 1 6th of November, he began his march, with 500 
^iuropeans and 4000 -Sepoys, leaving 100 Europeans and looo Se- 
poys with Salabadjing at Golcondah, who towards the end of the 
year prepared to proceed to Aurengabad. 

The armament to Bengal had not only -deprived the prefidenej’" of 
Madrafs of the means of diftreffing the French affairs in the Decan, 
but left them v? ithout the pov/er of xnaldng any militar}’" efforts in 
the province of Arco't. No preffing occalions had required the -fer- 
-vice of their forces in the field in this part of the dominions of 
their ally, the Nabob iMohamed Ally; but the confufions which had 
induced the prefidency to fend Mohamed Iflbof into theJNlADUK A 
and Tinivelly countries had not fubfided, when his miffion itfeif 
^produced new- difturbances. 

This officer with Maphuze K-han, and their refpective troops, re- 
mained at Chevelpetore during the months of June and July, and' 
.all the adjoining PoNgars had either made their, fubmiffions, or 
feemed willing- to be quiet. He then requefled Maphuze IHian to 
march out of the countr}-^ and proceed with, his troops to Arcotj. 
according to tlie injun6ions of his. brother the Nabobs who would 
-be ready .to fettle accounts "V’vith him, and pay what arrears might 
be due to. his foldiery. Maphuze- Khan, acquiefeed without objec- 
tion, and I^Iahomed Ifibof fent with his camp the iS pounder he 
had brought from Tritcliinopoly, that it might be depofited in- 
iVIadura, becaufe it encumbered his march up and down tliecountn’": 
and a company of Sepoys went, to take care of the 18 - pounder on 
the road. He then allotted fis.comptmies to garrifbn Chevelpetore, 
-and guard the adjacent countrv ; and with the reft, about: 2000, in 
which were included thofe levied, by the Nabob and fent to Ma- 
phuze Khan, he proceed-ed from Chevelpetore on the ifi: of Augufl, 
-and on the 10th arrived at the town of Tinivelly. 

By this time the preiidenc}’’ of IMadrafs had made arrangements fi^r 
:the management of .thefe countries, andconcluded' an.agrcement with 
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ilitfc dctsinunt.s nixl tlcl'cvlf., the nmtual revenue of tlic whole 
territory fchlojn t>:cc;<ls i ’o.cco rupee.':; at the fiunc time that tlic 
maintenance of iljc city, it.*, j^r.rrilim, and other military |>ofts in the 
country, r.-ite the cxpeJicer. to triple ihi.t fum. On the other hand, 
iV.e country now rated tmder 'rinivelly is t>r much greater extent 
and rertiliiy, commonly yielding a revenue from ii to 1,200,000 
rupee? a year; but lliould Madura and its diAridls be in the hands of 
an enemy, the coujilry of Tinivelly would he conAantly expofed to 
the moft ruinous attacks, and could receive no fupport from Trit- 
chinojxdy ; whldi renders it ncceflary to n;aintnin the one at a cer- 
tain lofs, as the only means of {ecuring the advantages which may 
be derived from the other. The family of Moodilcc, having for 
too years been employed in farming diAriils in both countries, 
liad, in this long courfe of rime, rented every part, and Jenew the 
properties of each. He accordingly refufed to undertake the dif- 
trids of Madura, but offered to rent the countiy of Tinivelly for 
.three years, at the annual rent of 1,100,000 rupees, clear of all 
expenccs, to be paid at three periods in each year : for which pur- 
>pofc he was to be invcAcd with the ufual authorities of jurifeliftions, 
VoL. JJ. P civil 
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uiilhaken, the Jemaxitdars of the cavaliy feized the commanders of the 
three companies, and having confined them, difarnied the common 
men, and turned them out of the town ; but the next day releafed'the 
officers, on recolleftion that lio advantage could be derived from their 
detention, and that they might, by continuing in the city, learn. what 
it was not wifhed they fliould know. As foon as they were gone, the 
brother ofMyana came into the city from the woods of Nattamwith 
2000 colleries, a confiderable flock of provifions, and fbme money ; 
in return for which fervice, the Jemautdars gave him the town of 
Tirambore and the pagoda of Coilguddy, in which they had fome 
troops. The fuddennefs and facility with which thefe operations 
pafled, fufRciently fhewed that meafures had been previoufly con- 
certed for the fuccefs of the rebellion. The pofl’effion of Ma- 
dura, the principal obje£t of the confpiracy, being fecured, it was 
not thought neceflary to diflemble any longer. Invitations were 
fent to every Polygar in the country to join. A man mounted on 
an elephant was received in ceremony at Madura, bringing a patent, 
as from the Nabob, appointing Maphuze Cawn to the government : 
and parties fent Into the neighbouring diftrifts pulled and tore down 
Avith derlfion the Company’s flags, which had been planted by the 
orders of Modilee, according to the cuftom of the countiy, on the 
lands appropriated to cultivation. 

The Sepoys Avhich had been turned out of Madura, lent mef- 
fengers Avith an account of what hapened to Mahomed Iflbof, who 
had not entertained a furmife, when he received intelligence, of 
the revolt. He inflantly difpatched orders to the detachment march- 
ing to Madura, to halt, which they had already done ; and to feize 
Meir Jaffier and his effects. He appointed Jemau I Saheb to remain 
. with 1600 Sepoys at Tinivelly, and proceeding himfelf with the reft, 
about 700, joined on the road ’the detachment fie had lent forward, 
which the Sepoys coming, from Madura had joined before. On the 
I'oth of Augu'ft he encamped at Secunder-maly, a ftrong poft three 
miles to the fou.th of Madura ; his whole force, con fifted of 1500 
Sepoys and fix field-pieces; but, not having a piece.of battering. can- 
non fince he had deprived himfelf of the 18 pounder, he wifeh’- 
- P 2 judged 
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judged that it would be deftrudion to no purpofe to have, attempted: 
an efcalade againll fuch liiperiof numbers as were in the city ; for 
even the colleries fight well behind walls. The day after his arrival 
fome cavalry advanced near his poft ; but were driven back by a few 
difcharges from the field-pieces, with the lofs of two men. Skir- 
mifties of this kind paffed every day after, and on fome without any 
lofs on either fide. On the 13th of September the- renter Modilee 
arrived in the camp with two companies of Sepoys,' which, had 
efcorted him from Tritchinopoly through the countries of the two 
Moravars, and the next day he continued, his journey towards 
Tinivelly. 

The Pulitaver, Catabominaigue, and the other Polygars of Tinir 
velly, took time to confider how they Ihould act in confequence of 
the revolution at Madura, and the Jemaiitdars there, not finding them 
fo ready to join as they had expeded, began to. think of preferving 
fome openings to a- recoiiciliation with the prefidency^ Accordingly 
they wrote letters apologizing for the revolt, and afcribed.it intirely 
to their necelfities for want of pay : and. lowered, their demands to 
400,000'rupees. All the force which could- be fpared from-, the immer- 
diate fervice of the Carnatic being at this time, required- for the reco-- 
very of the Company’s, fettlements. in Bengal-, the prefidency emr 
powered Captain Calliaud at Tritchinopoly either to. treat with- the 
Jemautdarsj. orto employ filch* other means as he fhould judge ex- 
pedient to recover Madura;. On this authority Captain Calliaud lent- 
his interpreter- from- Trichinopoly to Maphuze Cawn, who, in the' 
very firft conference,, unable to keep his- temper,, avmved that he 
thought himfelf very ill ufed by the appointment of another renter, 
and that he would never give up-Madura, until the: Tinivelly coun- 
tries were granted to- him on the lame terms as they had. been let 
to Moodilee. The interpreter feeing no likelihood of accommodation 
with him, tried with, the Jemautdars, offering to pay- 50,000 rupees 
immediatelyj although he had brought , no- money, and 1 50,000 
more after they Ihould have evacuated tho city... The Jemautdars 
agreed to thefe terms and went to Mahomed Iffoof s camp in order- 
to obtain his confirmation., who. not. thinkmg, himfelf fiifficiently 

authorized,. 
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authorized, advifed them to wait, without departing from the agree- 
ment, until it could be ratified by Captain Calliaud ; to which they 
Gonfented. Captain Calliaud approved of the terms,, but added as an 
indifpenfible condition that Maphuze Caw;n and Berkatoolah fhpuld 
be delivered up with the- city. To this llkewife the Jemautdars 
feemed to have no objedlion ; on which orders were difjpatched tn 
Moodilee to fend money and bills for the amount of the agreement 
without delay from Tinivelly. Thefe various negotiations and cor- 
refpondences employed 30 days, during which feveral events hap- 
pened which contributed to change the ftate of affairs. 

The family of Moodilee by their occupation of renting the coun- 
tries had formed connexions, \vith moft of the Polygars dependant 
on Tinivelly, more efpecially with thePulitaverandCatabominaigue; 
and on his invitations the Pulltaver and feveral others met him on 
the road. Catabominaigue and others fent their agents ; all came, as 
ufual, with confiderable retinues, and in the midft of this multitude, 
Moodilee entered the town of Tinivelly on the 27 th of September,, 
and proclaimed his commiffion.. But the Colleries of the Polygars,. 
whom no confideration can reftraln from thieving, committed night 
robberies in- the town and adjacent villages. Several of them were 
taken and. punifhed by the Company’s Sepoys ;. on which others., 
ftole the effeXs of the Sepoys themfelves, who, irritated as much by 
the infult as the-lofs,. transferred their refentment on Moodilee, be- ' 
caufe he fufiered the Polygars to remain in the town, and continued' 
to treat them with civility. At the lame time the troops , of Travan- 
core renewed their incurfions into the diftriXs about Calacad ; and- 
Nabey Cawn Catteck, who had concealed himfelf ever fince the de- 
feat in which Moodemiah was killed, now appeared again, made 
overtures of reconciliation to Maphuze Cawn,, which were accepted;, 
and having enlifted 400 of tlie horfe,, which Maphuze Cawn. had 
difbanded,.kept traverfing the country between Madura and Tinivelly.. 
Thefe dlfturbances, and the diflention. between the renter. Moodilee: 
and the. Company’s. Sepoys, had already deterred the. bankers, from’ 
furnlfhuig lum with the fums neceffary for the commencement, of 
his. own bufinefs,. at the time that he was called upon to fupply- 
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and cfFedls ; but Maphuze Cawn, a provifion adequate to his rank; 
On this information Calliaud ‘ ordered the interpreter to renew the. 
propolal of paying the Jemautdars, and pledged his own word to ■ 
Maphuze Cawn and Berkatoolah ; but infifted that Maphuze. Cawn 
lliould immediately accompany him to Tritchiilopoly. Both feemed ' 
fatisfied, and Maphuze Cawn made preparations as if he intended to ■ 
proceed to Nattam the next day ; but this day brought on the change 
of the monlbon, with fuch fevere and tempeftuous weather, that' 
.nothing could ftir abroad. The fort of Nattam had no Ihelter againft 
the Ik)’^, and the rains holding without intermiffion. Captain Cal- - 
liaud appi'ehenfive that' the roads might become impaflable, and keep - 
.him longer than he ought in prudence to remain out of his garrifon,, 
left Nattam the next day, and reached Tritchinopoly on the 30th, . 
where a day or two after came the Interpreter, the- Nabob’s officer, . 
and a Jemautdar fent by Maphuze Cawn, to explain his own de- 
mands. He requefted to be placed in the government of diftrifts,- 
any where in the Carnatic, from which he might appropriate 200,00a. 
rupees a year for his own maintenance ; and alledging that he had 
been obliged to fell eveiy thing he had, to latisfy in part the demands - 
of his troops, he afked, but without infifting, for 20,000 rupees to 
furnifli himfelf again with neceflaries. Captain Calliaud difmifled 
the Jemautdar with allurances, that thele terms ffiould be complied 
with,' and fet out himfelf for Madrafs, in order to obtain the con- 
firmation of the prefidency, and to explain to them the general ftate 
of affairs in the fouthern countries. 

At this time the expedition to Bengal had carried away one half of 
the Englifli force in the Carnatic, and intelligence of the declaration" 
,of- war-with France.increafed_the neceffity of every caution : in con- 
fequence of which Captain Calliaud on the fecond day of his jour- 
.ney met letters from the prefidency, with pofitive orders not to quit 
his garrifon without their .exprefs .permiflion.-; on which he iinme- •' 
.-diately returned to Tritchinopoly. 

Meanwhile, the diffention between the Company’s Sepoys -and 
their renter at Tinivelly had encreafed, and -had produced evil con- 
-fequences. Moodilee.by his-contraft was only, obliged, to. fiirnifii the 
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priy of the Sepovs employed by himfclf ; but Mahomed Illbof by a 
wrong interpretation, imagined that Moodilee was obliged to main- 
tain the whole number wlicrefbevcr employed ; and moreover to dif- 


cliargc the arrears of their pay, of which two months were due on 
liis arrivrd in the countn’. In confcqucnce of this miftake, Jemaul- 
diihab, who commanded tlic Sepoys in Tinivelly, demanded the 
amount, and on Moodilee’s refuting to pay it, confined him under a 
guard for fevcral days; during which he ordered the Pulitaver and 
tlic other Polygars to quit the town, wdth threats of fevere pu- 
nidient if they remained any longer. They departed immediately ; 
but inftcad of returning to their homes, the Pulitaver went to Nabey 
Cawn Cattcck and offered him his afliftance, both in men and money; 
and by their united reprefentations, Catabominaigue was induced to 
join their league. At the fame time the troops of Trav-ancore kept 
tlieir ground, and continued their depredations in the diftridts de- 
pendant on Calacad. The hopes of the advantages v/hich might 
be derived from thefc confufions, were much more agreeable to the 
difpofition of Bcrkatoolah, than the fuccefs of his negotiation with 
the Englifli, bj' v.'hich *lic was to obtain nothing more than the 
pardon of his offences; and in the middle of November, as foon as 
the ground was fufficicntly dry, to march, he went from the city, 
and put himfclf at the head of the 500 horfc, which had gone out 
before, and were now joined to thofc of Nabey Cawn Cattcck, and 
tljc troops of the Polygars. The whole force amounted to 10,000 
men, of whicli 1000 were horfe. They were aflcmbled about 40 
miles to the fovith of Madura, and inflcad of proceeding dircdly to 


ihe f()uth, in the open country, ftnick to the caff into the diffrids 
of Catabominaigue, a part of whole woods extend within a few 
ir.iks of the town of Tinivelly. Iffuing from thence at night before 
their ajiprt)ach was known, they entered tlie town at day-break 
by li-vcrnl avenues, which tvcrc w'cakly guarded : for Moodilee a few 
d.'.\- bvtorc liad marched witli thegrcatcfl part of the Sc]X)ys and his 
r.tb.er force, about twenty miles to the fouth-caff, in order to pro- 
tect tiu’ dlPtrict . fjf A hvnr Tinivelly, againff 'which he had been Jed 
0) bdi'.-vi; the enemy defjgned to bend their attack. The enemy re- 
mained 
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mninccl two day? in I'inivclly, plundered much, but committed no 
cruelties ; and during this dchi}', Moodilce regained the fort of Pa- 
lamcolah, which (lands on the other fide of tiie river about three 
miles from the town. The fort is fpacious, but the ramparts were 
in ruins, ncverthelcfs capable of. refilling an enemy, which had 
no battering cannon. Matchlocks aiid mulketry were fired without 
any mifehief for two days, during which the cavalry ravaged the 
countiT round. Mahomed Iflbof, who dill continued at Secunder- 
maly, before Madum, received no certain intelligence of the enemy’s 
defign until four days after they were in motion ; he immediately 
(Iruck his camp and proceeded tow'ards Tinivelly, and they hearing 
of his approach collcdlcd all their parties and advanced to give him 
battle. The two armies met on the ifl of December at Gangadoram, 
about twenty miles north of Tinivelly. The inferiority of numbers 
was much more than compenfiued by fuperior (kill ; the Company’s 
Sepoys faced the enemy on every fide with advantage of fituation and 
difeipline, and the field-pieces were fired with much execution 
againfl the cavalry, whofc fortunes depending on the prclervatlon of 
their horfes, they quitted the contefl: and the field. The next day Ma- 
homed Iflbof proceeded to Tinivelly, and from thence marched into 
the defolatcd diflri<fls, in order to give heart to the inhabitants, and 
recall them to their occupations. The Polygars returned to their 
woods, and Bcrkatoolah with his c.waliy to Madura ; but Nabey 
Cawn Catrcck went to Chevclpetorc, and not having means to attack 
the fort, in which were fomc Sepoys, attempted to efcalade the 
pagoda in the town ; on which one of the Bramins went to the. top 
of the high tower over the gateway, and after a fiiort but loud prayer 
of execration, . threw himlclf headlong to the pavement, which 
daflicd out his brains ; the enemy, although Mahomedans, were fo 
much afraid of incurring the general deteftation of the country, if 
their attempts againfl: the .pagoda fhould incite any more a£ls of fiich 
.enthufiaftic devotion, that they immediately retreated out of the town. 

Whilft Captain Calliaud was in cxpetSlation of a conclufive anfwer 
:from Maphuzc Cawn’s agent, he received intelligence of tlie new 
.confederacy, and their operations, and of Berkatoolah’s departure 
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from Madura ta partake in their hoftilities : neverthelefs, fome hopes, 
of reconciliation ftill remained; for fome of the Jemautdars, although 
the leffer number, were averfe to the turbulent proceedings of the 
others, and wiflied an accommodation on the terms which had 
once been fo nearly, concluded : he therefore’ determined to , make 
another trial, and fent Mr, William Rumbold, a lieutenant of his 
garrifon, who talked the languages of the country, together with 
the interpreter, to renew the negotiation. They were efcorted by a 
company of Sepoys, and arrived at Madura on the third of Decern-, 
bet, and on the next day came into the town Berkatbolah, with his 
cavalry, which had been beaten by Mahomed Illbof. 

Maphuze Cawn received Mr. Rumbold with much civility, and 
in a private conference acknowledged his errors, apologized for his 
conduft, and promifed to accompany him to Tritchinopoly ; but 
neither of thenl fufpefted that a perfon ^ had been placed behind a 
curtain to liften to their converfation. About an hour after the 
yifit, the Jemautdar Seer Cawn, with a body of horfe, befet Ma- 
phuze Cawn’s houfe, and made him a prifoner ; and after a meffage, 
which was not complied with, fent 30 horfemen to force Mr. Rurti- 
bold out of the city; who, 'having no means of fefiftance, obeyed, 
and rejoined his efcort, which he had left at a choultry on the other 
fide of the river; As fooii as- he was gone. Seer Cawn aflembled' all 
the Jemautdars, whom he perfuaded that Maphuze Cawn intended 
to fell them and the city. When they were fuffi'ciently inflamed,. 
Berkatoolah came in, and war was determined : but, whilft they 
were deliberating on the manner of conducing it; came a letter from 
Mr. Rumbold, threatening the utmoft vengeance of the Englifli na- 
tion for the indignity which had been offered to its reprefen tative in ' 
his perfon; and the irnmediate return of Mahomed Iflbof with all the 
Company's Sepoys was held out as an earheft bf this refolution. The 
Jemautdars, ftartled at the expreffions of indignation in Mr. Rum- 
bold’s letter, agreed to invite hina to return. He refufed, without 
public reparation ; of which they permitted him to diflate the mode ; 
conformable to which, Maphuze Cawn, with all' the Jemautdars, 
came the next morning -to the choultry, .made many apologies,, and 

conduced 
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conduced him back to the city : where, on entering the gate, ho 
was, fainted by the difcharge of all the cannon on the ramparts, 
which were only 1 3 pieces. The negotiation was renewed on the 
fame terms as before; and it was agreed to wait until the guarantee of 
the prefidency for the terms rec^iiired by Maphuze Cawn and Berka-^ 
toolah, fiiould arrive from Madrafs. But three days after this pre-' 
liniinary was fettled, Nabey Cawn Catteck, ^vith his horfe,. came 
from Chevelpetore, and. immediately on his arrival offered to furnilh. 
40,000 rupees for the prefent fubfiftence of the cavalry of the Je-* 
mautdars, if they would relinquifli all treaty with the Englifli, and 
fend Mr. Rumbold a\yay. .On the buftle occafioned by this pro- 
pofal, Mr. Rumbold went to Maphuze Cawn, who wept, and in his 
anguifti broke his feal, that he might not be obliged to affix it any- 
more to a£ts he did not approve. From Maphuze Cawn’s he went 
to Berkatoolah’s, where he aflembled and harangued the Jemaut-^ 
dars, who, after various difeuffions, confented that the articles to 
which, they had before acceded fliould be immediately drawn up 
in both languages and executed . by all parties : it was now night, 
and to do this required fome hours; for every Jemautdar was to 
lign. This while was employed with much affiduity by Nabej'' 
Cawn Catteck, who now offered to fupply 3,500 rupees a day, 
which, being fully fufficient for the maintenance of the whole body 
of cavalry, prevailed ; and Mr.' Rumbold was advifed to take care 
of himfelf, as all the roads would foon be ftopped. He accordingly 
went out of the city the next morxting, as if he had fomething to 
regulate concerning his effort of Sepoys j with whom he fet off at 
midnight, and reached the fort of Nattam without interruption, 
when, being out of danger, he proceeded more leifurely to Tritchi- 
nopoly, where he arrived on the 15th of December. Thus ended, 
the third unfuccefsful attempt to get pqffeffion of Madura by ne- 
gotiatidhrih all of which the contumelious condu(ft of tHe'Jema'ut" 
dars was not the effeft of fudden exigencies, but the refult of a 
plan, formed by Berkatoolah to lead them to fuch extremities of 
affront, as ffiould preclude all hopes of reconciliation with the 
Engliffi. That fuch was their fituatxon he eafily coiivinced them. 
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as Toon as Mr. Rumbold was gone, and then declared he intended': 
not only to maintain the city^ but likewife to recover the whole 
country for,Maphuze Ciawn. Thefe refolutions were not unani- 
moufly approved, but the diffenterswere by far the fmaller number;.. 
and letters of invitation were immediately dilpatched to * all the Po- 
lygars, to Hyder Naig the Myfore general, and' to the King of Tra- 
vancore. A few days after, Berkatoolah and Nabey Cawn Catteck: 
went with 500 horfe to the Pulitaver’s place.- The commander 
Mahomed Iffoof„on receiving the fummons-of Mr. -Rumbold, .had re-, 
turned from the diftridls he was vifiting to Tinivelly ; where leav- 
ing as before looo. Sepoys, he proceeded with the reft, about 1,800, , 
towards Madura. The renter MOodllee^.naturally timorous, refolved' 
ro accompany' the greater force, and, befides his uftial retinue, v/as 
attended by 100 good horfe, which he had lately- levied.. They- 
arrived on the 1 6th of December- at Gangadorum, where Mahomed 
Iftbof hearing of Mr. Rumbold’s departure from Madura, halted to ob— 
ferve the motions of the enemy, and remained 'there until 'he received 
information that Nabey Cawn Catteck and Berkatoolah had.pafled,tO > 
the Pulitaver’s, . on which he proceeded to Chevelpetore, . and en-- 
camped there,, in order, to awe the Polygars in this part of the coun-- 
try from joining the enemy.. 

During the march Moodilee fent.one- of his relations, ;named AI— 
gapa,.to negotiate a reconciliation with the Pulitaver, and offer Ibme 
diftrifts as the fee of his alliance.. The Pulitaver, who never. refufed'; 
or kept his word on- aiiy occafion, fent an agent with Algapa to 
the camp'at Chevelpetorey^and at the lame time fent his troops to join t 
BerkatoolahjandNabey Cawn Catteck. -The agent, under the.ulual pre- 
text of doing honour to his embafly, was accompanied, by two or three • 
hundred colleries., Mahomed Iftbof entirely diftpproved of the inter- 
courfe,, as He knew the Pulitaver’s charadter, arid that- Ibme of his- 
^ people were, at this very time plundering to the weftward of.TiniwUy.. 
Unfortunately, during this mood of indignation, five of the agent’s cot- , 
Jeries were taken, ftealing oxen andJiorfes belonging to the canip, and 
being brought to Mahomed Iftbof, he immediately put them to death, 
by blowing them off from the mouth of a cannon: a ftnguinaiy exe- 
^ cution, . 
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fuiion, not nnfrcqncnt in liuloflnn, niui in this cafe atrocious. The 
a!;vnt, with all his retinue of Collcrics, immediately ran away from 
the camp ; and tltcir injury determined tltc Pulitaver, perliaps for 
the fnfl lime in his life, to a£l with fome good faith toward thofe 
with whom he was conncilcd. But knowing the irrcfolution of 
Map!ur/.c Cawn, he, with his ttfual cunning, was afraid of truftiiig, 
him In Madura cxpolcd to the overtures and negotiations of the Eng- 
liHi, and infiftcd that he fliould come from thence to Nclletangaville, 
and remain at all times under his own ward. In confequcncc, Ber- 
katoolah, who was with the Pulitaver, fent for MaphuzeCawn, who, 
in the end of December, went from the city willi 500 horfe. Tlius 
clofcd the year in the- countries of Madura and Tinivcily. 

Between 'ratijorc and 'rondiman the quarrel had continued, not- 
\vllhftanding the retreat of the Tanjorine army in the preceding year: 
but the letters of the prcfulcncy of Madrafs, and the fubtlc dcla3''s of 
Monaejee, again prevented tlic renewal of hoftilities until the end of 
Jv.ne, when the forces of Tanjorc were required to revenge another 
quarrel. Tlic Danifli fcttlcmcnt at Tranquebar had requefted an eii- 
lai^mcnt of their bounds,- which the king refufed, and the Danes 
foon after, on the ]irctcncc of fome outrages from his officers, at- 
tacked two pagodas in the neighbourhood. One they took, and whilft 
they were employed before the other, were attacked themfelves at a 
difadvantage by a large detachment of horfe and foot from Tanjore, 
who killed 40 of them, and wounded 100 ; on which the reft retreated ' 
to Tranquebar : a negotiation enfued, which, by the interpofition of 
the prefidency of Madrafs, was concluded in the middle of Auguft. 
September began the great and long fcaft . of the. king and his gods„ , 
which confumed the month. In Oflober, the approach of the rains 
gave Monaejee a pretence to keep the army in quarters ; and after 
they fet in, it was impoffihic to move until they were over. The. 
king then infifted, and Monaejee proceeded againft Killanelly Cottah,. 
of which Tondiman had taken poflcffioii in confequence- of the fur- 
reptitious ceffion made to him the j’ear before by Monaejee, who 
had clandcftincly affixed the King’s feal to the grant. It ftands 40 
miles s. by w. of Tanjorc, and was ftronger than, any place which 
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Tondiman had taken before ; and the Tahjonnes had made very little 
progrefs in the attack at the end of the year. 

The French had not, during the year, meddled, excepting by private 
inftigations, in the quarrels of the {buthern countries. The Rheddy, 
whom they had reftored at Terriore, failed, as before, in his tributes ; 
Gil which they fent a party of 50 Europeans from Seringham, which 
were joined by another from Pondicherry, who removed him, and re- 
inflated the other, who likewife had before been once appointed and 
once depofed. This ex.pedition was finiflicd in the beginning of Fe- 
bruary, but the party from Seringham remained at Terriore to watch 
the tributes in future. In July iqo Europeans were taken from Se« 
ringham, to compleat the detachment fent with Mr. Law to the rc- 
lief-of Mr, Bufly at Charmaul, By thefe fubflraftions, which were 
not replaced, thegarrifon at Seringham, "which before was fuperior, 
remained at the.clofe of the year only equal in Europeans to that of 
Tritchinopoly, each having about 330 ; but aoo more were fent tbi- 
ther from Pondicherry on the pth of Pecember : and 500 Sepoys 
were raifing at Terriore, in order to. equal the number in Tritehi- 
nopoly, which were 1500. Thus ended I'e year in Coroo 
mandeh 
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W E llinl! n<w rfintr the pro|;rcE niul opentinns of tPic ?.rmn- 
n^rnr J'-ni jur t3)c re rove rv of thr fcuUnv-nlr- in JEngnl. 

TIk fieri I'r.ilinp <'*t ihr loili ofOilohcr, met tile currents letting 
fo fijnnf’lv t!ir Koith, thr.t tlirv were driven in the. firfi twelve 
dnvr- TiiiiV their tiepnrture, fix degree.; of latitude to the Ihuth of 
M.-drafi : and In* this time the nos them mruifoon, during which 
tlic wind Mows iVom the w. had gathered firctigih. In this 
fcafon the only wry to get Bengal, 1;. t«) fleer r.crof.; the hay to lire 
Ihore of'Eannalcrv and Atrr.can. rdong which the current. s llacken, 
and fonn time •• even tend to the northward; and milder wcatlier 
than in the middle of the. hay cnahles the veficl to gain the lati- 
tude of the fr.nds at the rafiern mouths of the Ganges ; from whence 
tides help aciofs to the rt>ad of Ballafotc, and from hence aflurc the 
entrance into ilie river llughley. Attempting this paflage with 
much advcrle w< ather, Admiral Wailon, on the loth of November, 
ordered the allowance;. o( provifions aud water to he retrenched. 
Tv.o days after, i!;e fsre-fliip, imablc to fiem the violence of the 
monfoon, bore away to Ceylon ; and the Marlborough, one of the 
company's, failing very heavily, was lefr on the t6th by tl;c reft 
of the fleet, whieh arrived in the foundings ofi* Point Palmeiras on 
the firft of December. But the Cumberland and Salilbury not having 
kept the wintl ll) well tis the others, ftruck on the dangerous fand 
which extends fcveral miles from that point out to fca : both, how/- 
cver, floated again ; but the Cumberland bore away to Vizagapatam. 

4 The 
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•The'Kcnt and Tyger gained the- road of Ballaforc, -where they 
^waited for the fpring tides- -until the 9th, when they pipceeded 
under the conduct of -Englifh pilots into the river, and arrived on 
:the 15th at Fulta. ‘Here they were joined, on the aoth, by all the 
-other veffels, excepting the Cumberland and the Marlborough, 'the 
•abfence of which greatly impaired the force of the armament : for 
•the Cumberland was not only the largeft Ihip in. the fquadron, but 
had likewife oil board ^.50 of the European troops ; and the greateft 
part of the field artillery • had been imprudently (hipped on board of 
the Marlborough. 

The detachment with Major Kilpatrick had arrived at Fulta onthc- 
•fecond of Augufl: .; but were not deemed a force Sufficient to rifque 
hoftilitie's ; and the veflels before.;aflehibled there - being too much 
crouded to receive -them on board, ; they, were obliged to 'encamp in 
'the fwampy :grounds near 'the toWn, where ficknefs prevailed 
..amongfi: them £b much, .that; of .the whole detachment, which . 
was 230 when' feiit, biie'halfwere dead, and of the remainder not 
more'than thirty men'were.sble.to .do duty when Admiral -Watlbn 
.arrived. 

The rainy feafon, which began whilift the Nabob was before Cal- 
cutta, • prevented him after his Return to Muxadavad from realTum- 
ing his former intention of attacking his relation' the Phoufdar of 
Purneah until the month; of Oftober. He then marched to that 
-country : when the two armies encamped in fight of each other, 
theThoufder,:ia head-ftrong youth, •faw the general Meer Jaffi.er 
with.a. party.recbnnoitring, and mifiaking his enfigns for the Na- 
bob’s haftened with the foremoftdf his cavalry to attack him, and 
was killed in- -the onlet. The country of Purneah. fiibmitted im- 
mediately after' his death, and the Nabob returned in triumph to his 
capital; .where, ruminating on the Pxcefs and apparent fecurity .of 
-his fortunes, hepontinued to imagine, that the Englifli. would never 
-venture hoftilities in his dominions ; to- which prefumption his igno- 
rance did not a little contribute ; "for he was often heard to (ay, that 
•he did not believe there Were ten thoufaud men in all Europe. His 
■ minifters, however, had convincedhim, that his revenues would b.e 

much' 
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much climinifhctl by tlic iofs of the Eiiglhh trade: wliicli had de- 
termined him to permit their return ; hut under the liimc rcArldrion ; 
as tlicv were liihjodl to in the reign ol' Jafficr, before their cm’oafjv 
to Delifi. On hearing of tlic arrival of the armament, he orde red his 
\vh<ile army to aflemblc at Muxadavad, and juepared tt) marcli to 
Calciilla. The governor of this place, Monickcliund, having forc- 
fecn the war, had been diligent in improving Ins garrifon, Jiad for- 
tified Buz-lnr/.ia, and had begun to creel: a fort, wliich lie called 
Aligur, on the bank of the river oppoftc to Tannah ; but only 
part of the ramjiart commanding the river was finiflicd. The 
Phoufdar of Hughley purchafed two fliijis, which he loaded with 
bricks, intending to fink them in the narrow pafs of the river be- 
tween Tannah and Aligur. 

• Before the arrival of the armament, letters from the court of di- 
rectors in England, had appointed Mr. Drake, with three other mem- 
bers of the council, to ad as a fclccl committee, in the condud of all 
political and military aflairs. They had already affociated Major Kil- 
patrick, and as foon as the fleet arrived at Fulta, they added Mr. 
Watfon and Colonel Clive to their board. The letters which Clive 
liad brought from Madrafs, accompanied by one from himfelf and 
another from Mr. Watfon, full of threats, were Tent open to Mo- 
iiickchund, the governor of Calcutta, in order to be fonvarded to the 
Nabob. Monickcliund replied that he dared not fend letters written in 
fuch menacing terms ; and on receiving this anfw'er, it was deter- 
mined to commence hoftilitics. The abfcncc of the troops on board 
the Cumberland was in fome meafure fupplied .by the recovering- 
men of Kilpatrick’s detachment, and by a company of feventy vo- 
lunteers, who embodied themfclves at Fulta. 

All the fliips and veflels, as well thofe which were juft arrived, 
as thofe which were before allbmbled at Fulta, left this place on the 
27th of Deccniber, and the next afternoon anchored at Mayapore, a 
town ten miles below the fort of Buz-buzia. This fort Mr. Watfon 
determined to attack the next day ; and, as it was fuppofed that 
the garrifon would defend it but a very little while, it was refblved 
to lay an ambufeade, in order to intercept their retreat towards 

• VoL. II. R Calcutta. ' 
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Calcutta. . .All. the men of AdLercron’s regiment who were arrived, 
being 120, remained on board the fhips of war. The reft of the 
battalion, 500, with^ all the Sepoys, and two field-pieces, landed, 
and at iun-fet marched from Mayapore, under the command of Co- 
lonel Clive, and under the conduct of Indian guides. The field-pieces, 
with a tumbril of ammunition, were drawn by the troops : for the 
council at Fulta, through dread of the Nabob’s refentment, had not 
ventured to provide any bullocks either of draught or burthen. The 
guides, in order to prevent difeoyery, led the troops at a diftance 
from the river, through a part of the country, which was uninha- 
bited indeed, but full of fwamps, and continually interfered by deep 
rivulets, which rendered the draught and tranfpbrtatidn of the three 
carriages fo tedious and laborious, that the troops did not arrive un- 
til an hour after fun-rife at the .place of ambufeade. This was a . 
large hollow, which in the rains might be a lake,' finking abolit ten 
feet below the level of the plain : it lay about a mile from the river, 
a mile and a half north-eaft of Buz-buzia, and half a mile to the eaft 
of a high-road leading from this place to Calcutta. The eaftern, 
and part of the fouthern bank of the hollow, were fkirted by the 
huts and enclofures of a' village, which feemed to have been aban- 
doned fome days before. The grenadiers and 300 Sepoys were de- 
tached from the hollow, to take pofleflion of anptlier village on the 
bank of the river adjoining to the northern wall of the fort of Buz-, 
buzia ; where, it was fuppofed, that their appearance would induce 
the garrifon to miftake them for the whole of the Englifh troops on 
fhore ; and that in . confequence of this notion they would retreat 
along the high road, inftead of the bank of the river. The com- 
pany of volunteers were detached, and pofted themfelves in fome 
thickets near the high road, but on the farther fide from the hollov/, 
towards which it was intended that their fire fiiould drive the fugi- 
tive, garrifon. The reft of the troops remained, with Colonel Clive, 
and concealed themfelves, fome in the hollow, and others in the 
adjoining village, and the two field-pieces were placed on the liorth- 
fidc of the village. The troops being exceflively fatigued, were per- 
mitted 
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initk'd to q\ilt their arm?, in order to get reft ; every man laid hiiii' 
lell' do\vn wlicrc he thouglit heft, feme in the village, others in the 
hollow; and from a lecurity which no fnperiority- or appearances 
in war could julVity, the common precaution of ftationing centinels 
was neglctftcd. In a few minutes they were all aflecp. It happened 
that Monickchund, the governor of Calcutta, had come the day 
before to Buz-huzia, with 1500 horfe, and 2000 foot. This officer 
had no cour.igc, but much circumfpeflion ; and fomc of his fpies 
had followed the Englifh from Mayaporc, and had obferved all their 
motions in the morning. 

About an hour after the troops had lain down to flccp, thej'- \TCre 
awakened by the fire of fmall arms on the caftern fide of the village, 
into which, at tlic faine time, a multitude of matclilock men were 
difeovered advancing with refolution. All the foldicrs, wherefoever 
fcattcrcd, hurried on the alarm into the hollow, in which their arms 
were grounded, about 60 yards from the cnclofurcs on the caftern 
bank ; here they formed the line as faft as they could ; but, unfortu- 
nately, the artillery-men, inftcad of repairing to the two field-pieces, 
which would have prote^lcd the whole, ran to feek protedtion them- 
felves from the line. During this confufion, the enemy, meeting- 
no refiftance, advanced and took pofl'cffion of the caftern bank ; from 
whence, under the fhelter of various covers, they kept up a conti- 
nual, although irregular fire, wounding feveral, and killing an en- . 
fign. Colonel Clive, apprehenfive of a panic, ffiould he order the 
troops to march out of the reach of the enemy’s fire, commanded 
the line to ftand firm, and detached two platoons, one from the right, 
the other from the center, oppofite to which the enemy’s fire was 
ftrongeft. Of the platoon from the center eight men were killed by 
one volley, before they gained the bank ; the reft neverthelefs re- 
turned the fire, and then forced their way with their bayonets into 
the village ; where they were joined by the other platoon, which 
liad fucceeded with the lofs of only three men. This intrepidity 
quelled the enemy’s courage, who no longer appeared in bodies, 
but ffiifted in fmall parties from (belter to (lielter, firing rarely, arid 
with little effetft ; however, Ibme officers on horfeback expofed them^ 
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felvcs With much relblution, endeavouring to rally their men ; but 
in vain. In the mean time, tlic company ot' volunteers, as foon as 
thev b.earcl the firing, marched back from the high road, and refeued 
tb.c field-pieces, of which Ibme of the enemy had taken polleflion,. 
but did iKU know how to ufc them. Upon this, the artillery-men re- 
turned from rlie line to the field-pieces, and immediately began to 
fire rlicm into the village, which foon drove all the enemy out of it, 
who fled as fafl as they could to join a large body of horfe, which 
was now difeovered advancing from the fouth towards tlie hollow; 
but, on perceiving the -fugitives coming from the village, this ca- 
valry lialted at tlie diftance of half a mile. On this the Englifli 
troops, witii tile field-pieces, formed regularly on the plain, and 
ndvat'ccd towards the cnemv, who were commanded by Monick- 
chund. Tluy ilood fcvcral fliot from the field-pieces, until one 
clinnccd to ords very near the tuihand of Monickchund, who imme- 
dir.tdy gave the iignal of retreat by turning his elephant, and the 
wliolc bociy marched awny to the north-caft and returned to Calcutta. 
Had the cavr.ln* advanced and charged the troops in the hollow, at 
the fr.u'.c time tijnt the infantry began to fire upon the \*illagc, it is 
rj'/t iinpnfiuiblf, tfint the war would have been concluded on the 
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the enemy having abandoned it as foon as it grew dark enough to- 
conceal their retreat. Several gniards of Sepoys proceeded imme- 
diately to poft centinels round the Walls ; and whilft this \yas doing, 
Ibme other failors, who were lilcev/ife very drunk and .had got into 
the forti fuppofed feme of the Sepoys to be fome of the enemy^s 
men who had not efcaped ; and in this notion fired their piflols, and. 
killed Captain Campbell, an officer of the company’s troops. 

The operations- of the morning at the hollow, irregular and im- 
perfedl as they were, changed the contemptible opinion which 
Monickchund and his foldiery had conceived of Englifh troops, from' 
their own fuccefs at the taking of Calcutta ; and on his return 
from Buz-buzia to that place, he remained there only a few hours,, 
and leaving 500 men to defend the fort, went- away with the reft' 
of his command to Hughley, where having likewife communicated' 
his -own terrors, he proceeded to carry them to the Nabob at-Mu-xa- 
davad. On the other hand, the refblution and adlivity with which 
the enemies matchlock men began their affault on the village, im- 
preffed moft of the Englifh officers, and many of the common men, 
with a much higher opinion of- the troops of Bengal than they de- 
ferved. 

The flbop of war had been- feiit fonvard fome days before, and 
anchored in light of the forts of Tannah and Aligur, where her ap- 
pearance had deterred the governor of Hughley from fending the 
fliips laden with bricks, which he had intended to link in the pafs. 
The fleet left Buz-buzia on the 30th of December, and anchored 
on the ift of January between thofe forts, which the enemy aban- 
doned without firing a fhot, leaving on the platforms 50 pieces of 
cannon, which they had brought from Calcutta, many of which 
however were not mounted; The’ next morning. Colonel Clive, 
with the greateft part of the Europeans and Sepoys, landed and 
marched along the high road from Aligur to Calcutta ; and at nine 
o’clock the Kent and Tyger anchored before the Englifli fort ; but 
for want of wind could not immediately prefent their broadfides ; 
during which difadvantage the enemy cannonaded them briflely from 
the line of guns on the brink of the river, killing nine men in the 
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"Kent, and feven in the Tyger ; but their fire flackened as that from 
the ftiips iiicreafed ; and before eleven they deferted the fort, and 
foon after the town ; when a detachment fent from the fliips, under 
the command of Captain Coote, hoifted the Engfifh colours in the 
•fort ; for the troops with Colonel Clive were not yet arrived. The- 
iiext day Admiral Watfon put Mr. Drake, and the -former members 
of the council, in poffeflion of the government. 

The greateft part of the merchandizes belonging to the company,' 
•^vhich were in the fort wdien. taken, were found remaining without 
detriment ; for this part of the plunder had been referved for the 
Nabob ; but every thing of value belonging to the inhabitants had 
been removed out of the fettlenient : fome of the heft lioules had 
been demolifhed, and others damaged by fife; in. the middle of the 
fort a mofque was ereded with the materials of feveral buildings 
which had been pulled down to make room for it ; but no alterations 
had been made in the fortification. About 50,000 of the Indian 
inhabitants had returned to their dwellings during the government 
of Monickchund ; they -were indeed moftly of the lower ranks of 
people ; for his rapacity had deterred fuch as were known to have 
property from trufting themlelves -within his reach. 

Whatfoever joy the Englifh inhabitants might feel at their refto- 
ration to the town, it was foon allayed by the contemplation of the 
ruined ftate of their habitations, and of the poverty to which they 
were reduced, having no means to procure themlelves fubfifience, but 
their ufual allowances from the company. 

Mr. Drake, notwithftanding his adverfities, had retained fome cor- 
refpondents, and the company’s money fome Ipies, from whom he 
received intelligence as foon as he arrived, at Calcutta, that the town 
of Hughlcy was in great confternation, and that it would be Ibme 
time before the Nabob’s army \vould march from Muxadavad ; upon 
which the committee" refolved to attack Hughley without delay. The 
twenty-gun Ihip, the floop" of war, and three other veffels; were ap- 
pointed to this fervice; and on board of them embarked 150 Euro- 
peans, being thofc of Adlercron’s regiment, with 200 Sepoys; they 
failed on the 4th of January, and hoped to reach Hughley in one 
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tide; but the twenty-gun fhip ftruck upon a fand-bank, which flop- 
ped their progrel's fpr five days. On the loth they arrived at 
Hughley. 

This town lieth about 23 miles above Calcutta, adjoining to the- 
north part of the Dutch fetticment of Chincliura, from whence it 
extends three miles on the bank of the river : at the northern extre- 
mity of the town is a fort, which was at this time garrifbned by 
2000 men: -3000 more had been lent from Muxadavad to guard the 
town, but thefe retreated as foon as the Englifh troops landed ; re- 
maining however within a few miles. The veflels battered the fort 
until night ; and although the breach was fcarcely prafticable, it was 
determined to florm it before break of day. A falfe attack was made 
at the main gate, whilfl Captain Coote with the other divifion, accom- 
panied byfbme failors, mounted the breach before they were difeovered 
by the garrifbn, who no fboner faw the Englilh on the ramparts, than 
all of them quitted their polls, and fled out of the lefler gate. Three 
Europeans and ten Sepo3»^s were killed in the attack. On the i2tli 
Captain Coote, with 50 Europeans, and lOo Sepoys, marched to the 
Bandell, a large village three miles north of tlie fort, where they 
dellroj^ed leveral granaries of rice, and in their .return were fur- 
rounded in the village by the furtive garrifon, and the troops which 
liad been fent from Muxadavad, from whom they difengaged them- 
felves without lofing a man. - On the 1 6th a party proceeded in boats 
&me miles to the northward, and dellroyed feveral more granaries, 
on each fide of the river, and on the 19th the Europeans,, with the- 
linaller veflels, returned to Calcutta. 

During this expedition to Hughley, news arrived from Aleppo, that 
war had been, declared between Great Britain and France in the pre- 
ceding month of May. There were 300 Europeans,, and a train of 
field artillery at Chandernagore : and the feledl committee of Calcutta: 
expefted that they would immediately join the Nabob, with whom,, 
it was thought, that the Englilli force, great as it was, would then- 
be unable to cope, and in this perfuafion they determined to treat* 
with him. Accordingl}’’ Colonel Cliv'e wrote a letter to the- 
Seals at hluxadavad requelling them to. adl as mediators but new-s 
5 ‘ 
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of the attack opon Hughley arriving at the fame time, exafperated 
the Nabob and all his officers fo much, that he immediately began 
his march, and the. Seats were afraid to appear- as friends to the. 
Engliffi; they however deputed their ableft agent Rungeet Roy to 
attend the Nabob, and ordered him to correlpond with Colonel Clive. 
The merchant Omichund likewife accompanied the Nabob’s army. 
This man, anxious to recover his fhatteted fortunes, , had follov/ed 
him from Calcutta to Muxadavad, where ingratiating himfelf with 
Moonloll, who a.lthough'no public minifter, had more influence than 
all of them together, he fooii acquired a degree of confidence and 
intimacy with the Nabob himfelf ; who neverthelefs reftored with 
a very {paring hand his efFe£ls which had been {eized in the general 
plunder and confifeation of the Englifh property. ' Omichund being 
likewife proprietor of niofl; of the bell houfes, and having many 
other intereflis in Calcutta, was felicitous to regain his former in- 
fluence amongfl: the Englifh, .by promoting the pacification. 

In the mean time the Engliffi had not been negligent in making 
preparations tooppole the Nabob’s approach to Calcutta, for they had 
fortified a camp with feveral outpofls around it, about a mile to the 
northward of the town, and half a mile from the bank of the river. 
The fituation was well chofen ; for a large lake, which commenceth 
about two miles to the eaftward of the Morattoe ditch, and adjoins 
to marffies which extend to the fea, rendered it impoffible for an 
■enemy coming from the northward to enter the company’s territory 
without paffing in fight of the camp ; and at the end of the month 
the field artillery of the army was compleated by the arrival of the 
Marlborough, which had the greatefl: part on board. On the ^oth, 
the Nabob’s, army began to crofs the river, about lo miles above 
Hughley. Their approach immediately deterred the villagers from 
bringing any more provifions either to the town or camp, and all 
the natives who had been hired for the fervices of the army, deferted. 
The want of bullocks ftill continued, .and there was but one horle 
either in the camp or town, and this had been brought from Madrafs. 

. However, the apprehenfions of the French joining the Nabob, were- 
in a great meafure removed ; for tliey, inftead of this relblution, 

which 
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betUTen the bridge and the Morattoe ditcli, and about a mile and .v 
half to the fouth-eaft of the Englifli camp. On this infult, Colonel 
Glive immediately marched with.- the greateft part of liis troops, anch 
fix field-pieces ; as they approached, the enemy fired upon them from 
nine pieces of cannon-, and feveral bodies of their cavalry drew up* 
on each fide of the gardhi, of which the attack appeared fo ha-- 
zardous, that Clive refirained the adlion to a cannonade, which con- 
tinued only an hour, that the troops miglit regain the camp before 
dark : three Sepoys and' t\vo artillerymen were killed, and about- ten- 
of the enemy’s horfe.- 

The next morning, the -main body of the enemy’s army appeared, 
advancing in the fame road as -the V4in- had pafled, and a letter was 
received /rom the Nabob, defirihg that the deputies would come to -- 
Nabob-gunge, a village fix miles to the north of the camp: on 
which Mr. Walfli and Mr. Scrafton. were immediately lent ;■ who - 
when they arrived at Nabob-gunge, found' that the Nabob had* 
quitted it fome hours before ; on which they followed in the tracks 
of the army, and in the evening: arrived at his quarters, .which he 
had taken up in a garden belonging to Omichund, fituated in the 
north-eaft part of the company’s territory, within the Morattoe ditch. . 
Here they were introduced- by Rungeet Roy to 'the prifne mihifter •- 
Roydoolub, who fulpeiting that they intended to aflaflinate the -. 
Nabob, defired to examine . -ivliether they had piftols concealed, and ' 
then infifted that they fliould quit their Bvords ; but' finding that, 
they would not fubmit to this humiliation, he conduced them to the 
.Durbar, where the Nabob was fitting in full Rate, accompanied by . 
all his- principal officers ; many others of inferior .degree, .fuch as 
were of the largefl: ftature, and bore the greateft marks- of ferocity, 
in their countenances, had-likewife been felefted to attend on this 
occafion.; who, to appear ftill more terrible, were d refled in thieli 
fluffed garments, with- enormous turbans, and during the audience 
fat fcowling at the deputies, as, if they only waited the fignal to 
murder them. The deputies began by expoftulating with the Nabob 
for entering the company’s limits, whilft he was amufing Colonel 
Clive \yith’ offers of peace, after which they delivered a paper con- 
1 taining 
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laining their propofals, ^vllicll tlic Nabob read, and liavi 
to Ibmeot his officers, defired tlic deputies to confer with tlie Dnan, 
and difmificd tlic afienibly. As the deputies were going out, Ouii- 
chund, who had been prefent at tlic audience, advifed them to take 
care of themfelyes ; adding, with a very fignificant look, that the 
Nabob’s cannon was not yet come up. The deputies fufpeding 
tliat the Nabob intended to detain them prifoners, ordered their at- 
tendants to cxtinguifli their lights ; and inftcad of going to the tent 
of the Duan, hafiened along the high road within the. Morattoe 
ditch to Perring’s redoubt, and from thence to the camp. 

'I'heir report determined Colonel Clive to attack the Nabob’s camp 
in the morning. At niidiiight 600 fiiilors armed with firelocks were 
landed from the fiiips of war; the battalion of Europeans were 
650, the artillery-men 100, the Sepoys 800, the field-pieces 6 fix- 
pounders. The order of march was a line advancing in halfi-files, 
that is three men abreaft : half the Sepoys marched before, and half 
behind the battalion of Europeans ; in the rear were the field-pieces 
with the artillery-men and Lafears, and all the Tailors. To Icfleii 
the incumbrance of carriages, there being" no bullocks to draw them, 
the Lafears carried the ammunition of the field-pieces on their heads ; 
and to deter them from flinging away their loads and taking flight, 
they were guarded on all Tides by a part of the Tailors ; other lailors 
were allotted to draw the field-pieces, and the reft of them marched 
as they could, immediately behind the rear divifion of Sepoys ; Colo- 
nel Cliv'e kept in the middle of the battalion. Of the Nabob’s army, 
a part, with the general Mcer Jafficr, were within the Morattoe ditch; 
and moft of thefe encamped near Omichund’s garden, as a proteiftion 
to the Nabob, who lay there ; but much the greateft part encamped 
between tins ditch and the lake, ovcrlpreading all the ground be- 
tween, without method or order. A little before the dawn of day, 
the Englifli line came upon their advanced guards, ftationed in the 
ditches of that part of the high road which leads from the bridge 
at the head of the lake, to the Morattoe ditch. Thefe guards, after 
firing their matchlocks, and diTcharging Ibme rockets, ran away: but 
one of the rockets ftriking the cartouch-box of- one of the Sepoys, 
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fet fire to . the charges, which blowing up, communicated the mif- 
chief to fev'eral others, arid the dread of catching this fire threw the 
%vhoIc divifion into confiifion :■ fortunately none of the enemy were 
at hiuid to take advantage of it, and Captain Coote, who marched at 
the head of the grenadiers, immediately iii- the rear , of the Sepoys,, 
rallied them j and reftored the line of march. tliis time it was day- 
light, when a very thick fog, jjcculiar to the mornings of this feafoir 
of the year in Bengal, begain to ovcrlpread the ground. Tlie line 
proceeded without farther interruption, until they came oppofite to- 
Omichund’s garden, when they heard the found of horfe coming 
upon them on the full gallop from the right; on which they halted.- 
This cavalry was a body of Perfians excellently mounted, and fi:a* 
tioned as an outguard to the Nabob,, under that part of the Morattoe- 
ditch, which enclofes Omichund’s garden : they were fuffefed to- 
come within thirty yards before the line^gave fire, which fell heavyj. 
and killing many of them, the reft inftantly dilperfed in- great 000-- 
fufion. The line then proceeded flowly, platoons conftantly firing 
on either hand ; whilft the field-pieces in the rear fired fingle balls 
forward, but obliquely outward, on each fide of the. line ; but all 
without any immediate objeft ; for the fog prevented any man from 
feeing beyond the ground on whicli he trod; About a mile to the 
fouth of the garden is a narrow caufoway, railed foveral feet above the 
level of the countiy, with a ditch on each fide ; it leads from the 
eaft to the Morattoe ditch, and acrofs it into the company’s territbiy.. 
The enemy had barricaded thepaflage;. which it was intended to 
force, -and from thence to proceed, as it' were, back again, along 
the high road adjoining to and on the infide of the rampart, in order 
to attack the Nabob’s <juarters at the garden : but as foon as the firfi: 
divifion of Sepoys changed their former direftion and began to march 
along the caufeway, the field-pieces in the rear, on the right of the- 
line, continuing to lire forward, killed foveral of them ; upon which 
the whole divifion fought their lafety in the ditch, on the other fide 
of the caufoway, and the troops wlio focceeded them: crofled it like- 
wife, not knowing what to do. As foon as this was reported to -Co- 
lonel Clive, he ordered the whole -line to continue eroding the 
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.caufeway, but to halt immediately after they - had pafled it, . intend- 
ing to form them into fome'dilpofition, . proper to ftorm the pafs ; 
this brought the whole together into one- irregular lieapi and whilf 
Colonel Clive.was waiting for the return of two or three oflScers 
whom he had fent to examine the ■ barricade, the troops were unex- 
pedtedly aflailed by a difcliarge from two pieces-of heavy cannon,' loadec 
with langrain, and mounted within 200 yards,-, upoma fmall baftioi 
of the Morattoe ditch, to the right' of the barricade, which killec 
and difabled 22 Europeans ; another difcharge foon followed, witi; 
lefs, but, however, withfome effe 6 :. This annoyance inftantly over- 
fet the refolution of ftorming the pafs -; and the line immediatelj 
began- to- extend itfelf again, as well- to prefont the feweft bodies tc 
the cannonade, as to gain without delay- a broad high road, which, 
about half a mile to the fouth -of the- caufeway, croffes the Morattoe 
ditch into the company’s territory, and then joins tlie avenue leading 
to the fort of Calcutta, But their progrefs was now contmually re- 
tarded by the exceflive labour and difficulty of tranljjorting the field- 
pieces ; for the ground between the caufeway and the road was laid 
out' in fmall rice fields,- each of which was enclofed by a feparate 
bank, fo that the field-pieces could only be drawn along the ditches 
between the banks, and were therefore at every field in a different 
direftion : ■ fometimes, likewife, it was neceffary to raife them over 
the banks into the fidd, in order to repulfethe enemy^s cavalry; who 
after; nine o’clock, when the fog cleared', were difcovered threaten- 
ing to the left-; ■ ever and 'anon ad-vancing fo near,' that it was neceP 
fai'y to detach platoons- from the line to repulfo them. In the mean 
time the fire of the enemy’s t^vo pieces of camion continued, and a 
.quarter of a mile to the fouth of thefe^ two other pieces began 
likewife to --annoy the line from the fame rampart. . At ten, 
after much fatigue and adlion, the troops, having abandoned two 
of the -field-pieces, which had broken down, arrived, and formed 
in the high-road leading to the avenue, where a body of horfo 
and foot were • pofted in front to defend the paflage acrofs’ tli^ 
Morattoe ditch.- Several veiy large bodies, of cavalry likewifo 
affembled in the rear, acting -with more courage -than thofo in 
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front,' and prefleci hard iippn one of the field-pieces, which' 'was 
gallantly relcucd by Enfign 'Yorke, ■ v/it.h. a platoon of Adicrcron’s 
regiment. The. fire of a few other platoons difperfed the' enemy in 
front.;, and the . troops being now within the company’s ten itory, • 
might have proceeded along the road on the infide of the ditch, 
■quite up to^Omichund’s garden, where the Nabob flill remained, 
furrounded by.a large body of cavalry; but Colonel Clive thinking 
that. they had already endured too much fatigue, continued march- 
ing .freight along the avenue -to the fort, where -they arrived -about 
•noon. Twenty-feven of the battalion, 12 failors, and 18 Sepoys, 
were killed, and 7,0 of .the battalion, . with 12 failors, and 35 Sepoys', 
-were wounded.; two captains of the Company’s troops, Pye and 
Bridges, and Mr. Belcher, the fecretary of Colonel Clive, were 
killed ; Mr. Ellis, a -fadtor, who with feveral other young men in 
-the mercantile fervice of the company, ferved as a volunteer, loft his 
.leg by a cannon ball. The greateft part of this mifehief was done 
by the four pieces of cannon from the rampart of the Morattoe ditch. 
In the evening the troops returned to their camp, 'pafling through the 
.town along the ftreets neareft to the river, and part of the way 
within a quarter of a mile of the ftations of the enemy, 'who did not 
.moleft, them. 

The troops, officers as well as common men, difpirited by the lofs 
which had been fuftained, and the rifques to which they had been 
.expofed, as. they thought, to very little purpofe, blamed their com- 
mander, and called the attempt raffi, and ill concerted. It was ne- 
verthelefs neceflary,. . as well ' to convince the enemy that their for- 
mer inaflivlty did not proceed from fear, as becauft the difficulty 
.of obtaining provifions increaled every hour whilft the Nabob re- 
mained fo near Calcutta. But it was ill' concerted ; for the troops 
-ought to have affembled at Perring’s redoubt, which is not half a 
mile from Omichund’s garden, to which they might have marched 
-from the. redoubt, in a fpacious road, capable of admitting 
;i 2 or 15 men a-breaft, on the left expofed indeed • to the annoy- 
,anpe of matchlocks from fome enclofiires, where, however, cavalry 
.could not .adl ; but their right would, have been defended by the 
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rampart of the. Morattoe ditch, coiitiguons to which the road lies ; 
and their only danger would, have been in front, from oiifet-s of ca- 
valry, and the dlfcharge. of what piebes of cannon the enemy liad 
got near the garden^ ■ • ' ' , . ‘ - 

- ' -The Nabob’s army was much more difheartened than* the Englifh, 
They had'lofl 22- officers of* diftmftioiij- 600 common men, -four ele- 
.phants, 500. horfes, fome carnels, and a great nurnb'er of bullocks. 
The.Nabobrhimfelf having never before, been fo near the tumult of 
a: battle, regarded,the attack of. his ■camp, as an e^rt of uncommon 
intrepidity, accufed aU his own officers of cowardice, and would have 
immediately retreated but of the company’s territory, had they not 
promifed to. be better prepared' in - future. . Accordingly his whole 
army pafled tli'e fucceeding night on the watch, firing cannon and 
mulketry until day-light, in 'order to encourage themfelves, and to 
deter the Ehglifli from attacking them again. 

The next morning Rungeet Roy, by the Nabob’s order, wrote a 
letter to Colonel Clive, ..complaining of the hoftilities which he had 
committed j but making pi-oppfiils of peace. To which Colonel Clive, 
in a letter to the Nabob himfelf, replied, that he- had marched 
through 'his camp with, no other rinfention than to convince him of 
what the Eiiglifli' troops were capable, who, .heTaid,. had cautioufly 
hurt none, excepting fuch as had oppbfed them ; but . that he was 
willing to reneyp" the. negotiation. The Nabob,, inftead of refenting 
the. feoff,; ordered Rungeet Roy to continue the coi'refpondeiice'; and ’ 
under the pretence of .adling.yohfiftently with his profeffions-of peace,- ^ 
moved his whole army i - and encamped about three miles -to, the ' 
iTorth-eaft of the lake;' They palled in fight of the Englilh campj- ; 
and were again luffefed to proceed -without moleffatioh. 

'Meflages of negotiation continued, brought and •.carried by Omi- • 
chiind and Rungeet Roy .; and, on the.pth'of February,, a', treaty v/as • 
concluded of ^the following purport : The Nabob-' agreed to reffbre 
“ the ‘ Company’s fadtories,- but only fucH: of the plundered effedts 
“ and monies' as had been regularly brought- to- account in- the books 
“ -of his government. He permitted- fh'e Englifli- to fortify Calcutta- 
“ in whatfoever ..manner, they Ihould- think- expedient'; allowed them'< 
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to colli gold and fllvcr in a mint of their own ; exempted all 
merchandizes pafllng with their or paflports, from tax, 

' fee, or impolition ; permitted them to take poffeflioii of the tliirty- 
eight villages, of ivhich the grant had been obtained by the cm- 
■“ baby m;r7i7, from the Emperor Furrukfliir; and in g-eneral 

• “ confirmed all the privileges ivhich had fbecn granted to them by 

former emperors ever -lince their firfl arrival in tlic province.’* 
■‘The oaths of the Nabob, 3 \Ieer Jaffier and Roydoolub, were the onljr 
pledges or fccurity for the execution of the treaty. 

On the nth. the 'Nabob removed a. few miles farther to the nOitn. 

. and tlic next day .fent.the ufual ferpaws or prefents of drefles to Ad- 
miral Watfbn and Colonel Clive, by Rungeet Rojr and Omichund, 
and pr6pofed an alliance oflenfive and defenfive againft all enemies. 
This propofal was accepted without hefitation, and the article rati- 
fied was fent back the lame day by Omichund, who was likcwilc 
intrufted by Colonel Clive to found if the Nabob would permit the 
Englifli to’ attack the French fettlcment of Chandcrnagorc ; for 
there was time before the. letting in of the fouthern monlbon. The 
Nabob detelled the -idea; .but, dreading an immediate renewal of 
hoftilities, ■ temporized ; and pretending that Mr. Bully from tlic 
Dccan, and a fquadron from Pondicherry, were .coming to Bengal, 
.he requefted that the Englilli would prevent them from entering his 
dominions; and, as a farther difguUe, he requelled 20 Englilh gun- 
ners, to ferve in his own artillery ; he likewile recommended, that 
Mr. Watts might be appointed the comjxiny’s reprefentative at his 
.^ourt ; chooling him from a perfualion that he was a medv man, 

• without guile. The next daylie continued his march -to Mnxadavad, 

. and Colonel Clive having received no pofuivc injun£lion to the Con- 

• trary from the Nabob, determined to profecute the enterprize againfl 
Ghandernagore. Accordingly, on -the 18th, the Englifli troops 
croffed the .river a few miles above Calcutta, and encamped on the 

• oppofite lliore ; but before this time flie French had taken the alarm', 
and by repeated letters called on the Nabob, as he valued his own 
lafety, to protedl their fettlement; their meflengers found him juft 
.arrived at Augadeep, 40 miles' fouth of Muxadavad, ivhcrchc halted, 

.and ■ 
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and immediately wrote a letter, peremptorily commanding the Eng- 
lifli to defift from their intention. 

In the mean time Mr. Watts fetbiit forMuxadavad, and with him 
were font the artillery-men requefted by the Nabob-; he was likewife 
-accompanied by Omichund, whofe condiia in the late negotiation 
•had eflaced the impreflion of former imputations, infomuch that 
Mr. Watts was permitted to confultand employ him without referve 
on all occafions. They flopped on the 1 8th near Hughlej’-, where 
•Omichund difeovered that a meffenger from the Nabob had arrived 
the day before with a prefent of io'o,ooo rupees to the government 
of Chandernagore ; that the governor of Hughley, Nuncomar^ had 
received orders to aflift the French, in cafe the Englifli fliould attack 
them ; and that a detaehment of the Nabob’s army was marching 
from Augadeep to roin force the troops at -Hughley ; -on which Omi- 
chund vilited Nuncomar, and by pompous reprefentations of the 
Englifli force, by afliirances of their proteftion and favour, and the 
-promife of 1 2,000 rupees to be paid as fbon as Chandernagore fliould 
be taken, won him over to their interefts-; a ftriking inflance of the 
extreme venality which prevails even amongfl: the liighefl: ranks in 
Indoftan ; for the annual emoluments of the Phoufdar amounted to 
250,000 rupees. On the zifl:. Watts and Omichund arrived at 
'Augadeep, when the Nabob immediately fent for Omichund, and, 
exprefling much Indignation at the intention of die Englifli to at- 
tack Chandernagore, commanded him to anfwer flridtly whether 
'they intended to maintain, or to break, the treaty. Omichund told 
'him that the Englifli were famous throughout the world for their 
rgood faith ; infomuch that a man in England, who on any occafioii 
•told a lye, was utterly difgraced, and never after admitted to the fo- 
ciety of his former friends and acquaintance : then calling in a Bra- 
mln, who chanced to be attending near the tent, he put his hand 
•on the Bramin’s foot, a form of oath amongfl: the Gentoos, and 
fwore, 'that the Englifli would never break the treaty. The Nabob, 
fomething appeafed by this folemn declaration, fald he would re- 
voke the orders he had given to Meer Jaffier, to. march with half 
Jthe army to Chandernagore ; and inftr-udted Omichund to afliire 
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Colonel Clive, that the troops which had inarched two days- before,, 
were not .in tended . to affift the French. The next day he received a 
letter from Colonel Clive,, aflhring him that he would not commit 
lioftilities againlf the French without his confent ; on. which he coiv- 
tiniied his march to.Muxadavad. 

Neverthelefs, Mr. Watts and Omidiund did" not defpair of oh- 
taining his permiffion ; and on their arrival at Muxadavad, pradifed 
with fuch of the. favourites and minifters as could promote the fuc^ 
cefs of their applications. Their Iblicitations created much anxiky 
and<agitatlon in the court, where the French, from various caufes, 
had many friends. Monickchund, and fevcral other officers of note, 
had (hared largely of the (jioii of Calcutta; and being convinced that 
nothing would render the. Englilh fo formidable to the Nabob, as 
the reduction of Chandernagore, expectedTo be called ‘upon to re- 
fund their plunder as (bon as that event (hould happen: Coja 
Wazeed’ managed' the greatefl: part of the French trade in Bengal 
with great profit to. himfelf ; andj to the- Seafs MOotabray and. 
Roopchund, the government of Chandernagore- was- indebted. a. 
million, and a half of rupees. Thefe various interefts concurred in 
CDunterafting the practices and'' petitions of Mr. W-atts and Omh 
chund, and the. remonft'rances of Colonel Clive. , The Nabob en- 
couraged all the ihtri^es which were employed on both (ides ; and’ 
even often, exprefled himfelf to Mh Watts and Omichund in terms 
which* implied'permiffion ; bur every lettet'-which he wrote to Cor 
. lonel Clive, and (carce a day paffed without one, pofitively forbade 
the attack. With tKe(e contradictions he kept- the Englilh coun- 
cils in fulpence. until- the end. of February, when he received inr 
telligence that an army of Pitans had taken' Delhi^ and intended to 
conquer the eaftern provinces of the empire. This news ftuck him 
with fo much confternatibn; that he immediately dilpatched a letter 
to Colonel Clive, requeftihg his- affiftanceagainll. this imaginary in.-, 
vafibn of his own dominions, and oflfered to allow- a hundred thou- 
fand rupees a month for the expences of the EnglKh troops. 

The government of Chandernagore, at the fame time that they, 
were foiliciting the prote6don of the Nabob, profecuted their nego- 
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tiatlon witli tlic Englifli at Calcuita, where tlic fcle( 5 l committee, 
having- little hopes ot' obtaining the Nabob’s conlcnt to attack them, 
conl'entcil to a treaty of ncutralit}'^ ami pacification in Bengal, and 
agreed that it iliould be guaranteed by the Nabob ; but when all 
points feemed to be adjufted, Mr. Watlbn refufed his concurrence, 
bccaul'e the ail: of Chandernagore was not obligatory on Pondicherry; 
whereas Calcutta treated without reference to a fuperlor power. Co- 
nonel Clive was at this time become more anxious than any one to 
conclude the treaty, and infifted, that Admiral Watfon fliould either 
ratify it, or proceed immediately againft Chandernagore, without 
waiting for the Nabob’s confent. The Admiral rejeiting the alter- 
native, altercations enfued, which delayed the execution of the treaty, 
tintil Clive received the Nabob’s invitation to march to his afliftance 
againft the Pitans. On the fiune day a boat from Ingelee brought in- 
telligence of the arrival of three fliips from Bomba)’^, under the com- 
mand of Commodore James, which had on board three companies 
4Df infantr}’-, and one of artillery, and that the Cumberland, of 74 
^uns, which had parted from the fleet in the paflage from Madrafs, 
was arrived in the road of Ballaforc. With fucli additions the En- 
glifli force was deemed capable of taking Chandernagore, although 
protcflcd by the Nabob’s army : Colonel Clive therefore immediately 
difmifled the French deputies, who were then with him, waiting to 
fign the treaty, which was even written out fair, and' wdiich diey 
fuppofed had been intirely concluded : he at the fiime time wrote to 
the Nabob, that he would join him as foon as the news concerning 
the approach of the Pitans Ihould be verified, and that he fliould in 
the mean time proceed as far as Chandernagore. Accordingly the 
troops quitted their encampment oppofite to Calcutta on the 7 th of 
March, while the artillery proceeded in boats, advancing flowly, 
that the Bombay detachment might have time to come up the river, 
before they entered the French limits. In the interval the Nabob 
was kept quiet by his dread of the Pitans, and the reprefen tations of 
Nuncomar, who conftantly alTured him that the Englifli had no. 
hoftile intentions. Neverthelefs, Admiral Watlbn refuled to attack 
the French until the confent of the Nabob was obtained ; to whom, 
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however, he reprefented, that the government of Chandernagore- 
little deferved his favour, lince they had niade ufe of his name tO’ 
fanOrify a treaty which they had no- power to conclude;, and com-- 
plained at the fame time, with fome menaces,, that he had neither- 
made any reftitution, nor accomplifhed any other part of his treaty 
with the Englilh. The Nabob,, perplexed with the angiy ftyle of ' 
Mr. Watfon’s letter, made ufe of thefe words- in his anfwer : “ If- 
“ an enemy comes to'oyou and implores- your mercy with a clear 
“ heart, his life fhould be' ^ared ;/but if you mifttuft his fincefity,. 

ad according to tlie time and occafion.”' This letter was fcarcely 
difpatched before his favourites made him change his mind, arid 
write' others- pofitively forbidding the attack; biit .Mr. Watldnj. 
Gonfidering this contradidion as ah iridigriity,. ordered the fhipS 
to move. 

The fettlement of Cliariderriagore,. like that of Calcutta; eohfiftfed: 
of a. territory, a town inhabited by the natives, another by the Ffericli, 
and a fort.- Tile territory, be^nriing from the fouthern limits oE 
the Dutch fettlement Of Chinchura, extended two. miles-, along the- 
bank of the river, and about one and a half inland. The fort Was^ 
fituated nearly at an equal diftance, between the north and ibutli. 
extremity of this territory, arid about 30 yards frOrri tlie river. It 
was a fquare of about 13,0 yards,, with four baftioris, . each mouritirig 
iio^'guns feveral more were mounted, in different parts of the ram- 
parts, and eight upon a: ravelin,, -which flood on the rriargih of the- 
river,. before the gateway of the weflern curtdh :• all thefe -were heavy- 
cannon, from twenty-four to thirty-two pounders ;: aiid fix of fmaller.- 
calibre were planted on the terras of a church within the fort, which 
overlooked the walls- The Frenclii. after they received' iritelligerice 
of the declaration of -war,, had beguri.tb dig a ditch, had demoliflied 
all the buildings which’ flood within 100 yards of tlie walls-, and 
. ufed the ruins to form a- glacis but neither the ditch nor the glacis, 
were compleated : to fupply thefe defedts, they had eredled feveral- 
batteries without the verge of the glacis; one of three guns before, 
the gate leading to Chinchura ; another . of four, in a high road 
leading from the wefiw'ard to tlie north 'face of the fort ; to the 
z ~ ' fouth- 
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lo'v)l!uva:cl they hnd four batteries, three ofwliich were in the prin- 
cipal n reels leading to the fort, and tlic other clofc to the river, 
nhont 1 50 yards fovilh of llic iort, commanded a narrow part of 
tile clianm l. in which fevcral fliips had been funk, in order to flop 
tile padage, of the men of war. The garrifon confifled of 600 Eu- 
rojHans. and 300 Sepoys ; hut only 300 of the Europeans were re- 
gular troops, the red being inhabitants of the town and failors. 
Tluy likewile cNpeclcd the afiirtancc of tlic troops belonging to 
Ihighley, of which a part were already dationed within their 
bmnuh ; hut Nuncomar fulfilled his promile to Omichund, and rc- 
cnllcil thefo troops as foon as the Engilfli appeared in light, allcdg- 
ing to the Nabob, that he had withdrawn them in order to prclcrve 
the fiandard of the piMvince from the difgrace to which it would in- 
evitably have been expofed, by alliliing the Frcncli againft fo fupc- 
rior a force, as that wliich was come to attack them. 

Tlic detachment from Ilomha}' having joined, Colonel Clive com- 
menced holiilltics on the i.^th of Marcli. In order to avoid the op- 
polition of the haiierics in the Ibuthcrn part of the town, tlie troops 
entered the French limits from the wedward, along the higli road 
leading to the norili face of the fort ; detachments from the garrilbn. 
wem jdaced in tlic tliickcts on either hand, wlio Ikirmilhcd until 
three in the afternoon, and then retired to the battery in the road, 
which lay under command of the north-wed badion. The Englifli 
fmm fevcral houfes near continued to fire upon the battery witlr 
their fmall arms until night, when the enemy fpiked up the cannon, 
and retreated into the fort. Tlic dcltTtion of this battery rendered 
tlic other four to the foiitli, excepting that on the hank of the river,, 
of no ufc, and expofed them all to be taken in the rear, when the 
retreat of their guards to the fort would be cut ofl': to prevent 
which their guns and men were recalled early the next morning, • 
before the Engl idi troops were in motion to intercept them. -At noon 
the EngUdi army took pofleflion of the hoiilcs neared to the Ibuthern 
cfplanadc, and under their llieltcr fuficred very little from the fire- 
of the garrifon. The 1 6th was employed in bringing up the artil- 
lery and dorcs, and the next day they began to fire mufketiy from 

the 
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the tops of the hoiifes, and to throw fliells from fome .cohorns, and 
a thirteen inch-mortar ; this: annoyance continued on the i8th; the 
next day a batteiy was begun ••behind fome ruins, oppofitc the fouth 
face of the s. e. baftion, and, at the fame time, mounted three 
pieces of cannon on the eiiemy’s battery clofe to the river, turning 
them ag-ainft the fouth flank and face of the north-eafl: baftion ; this . 
day the ifhips. Rent, Tyger, and Salifbury, arrived from Calcutta, 
und anchored about :a mile' below the fort. The navigation had been 
extremely difficult, but conduced with extreme precaution and Ikill 
by Captain Speke, who commanded the Kent. On the 20th the 
fire from :the fort- filenced the three- guns on the battery clofe to the 
river, and on the 2ifl: they beat down a houfe near the other, the 
ruins of which buried fome men, none of whom, however, -were 
mortally . hurt. The next day this battery .Was compleated, and the- 
other repaired ; not more than 20 men, Europeans and Sepoys, had 
been killed and wounded in all thefe operations.. In the mean time 
the narrow channel between the ffiips and the fort had been dili- 
gently founded, ,and it was found that the veflels which were in- 
tended- to obftruft.tlieir jpaffage, .had not been funk . in the proper 
place. Every thing being ready -.on ffiore, it was determined to at- 
tack with thefhips the next day ;-,and, indeed, no time was to be ' 
loft; for the Nabob finding himfelf deceived, had continually dif- 
patched meffengers, . of whom ..fix arrived in one day, with letters . 
commanding the Englifh in very imperious and menacing terms to 
. difeontinue the attack; he had likewife fent forward. a part of his 
•army under the ; command of Roydoolub, who, having advanced - 
within twenty miles of Hughley, halted in confequenee.of the repre- 
fentations of Nuncomar, afluring him .that the -French would. fur- 
frender before hexould arrive to thmr affiftance. 

' During this 'interval, -the Cumberland,'7in which Admiral -Pocock 
hoifted his flag, arrived at.Ingelee. After ftrikington -.the .fand off 
Point Palmyras,, ffie plied ten days. againft the wind and currents in 
vain to get round,.. when the great number of fick.on board, amount- 
ing to 266, determined' Mr. Pocock to bear away for refrefhment 
to.Vizagapatam, -.where .he found the Jettlement in .fears, .not ill 

founded, - 
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founded, of being attacked by M. Bufly ; and landed ninety af 
the Company’s troops, to reinforce their garrifon. From hence,- 
as the currents ftill continued llrong from the Norward, lie 
iailcd for intelligence to Madrafs, where, at the requeft of the.- 
prefidency, he landed the reft, one. hundred .more, and received 
the fame number of faildrs belonging to the fquadron, whick^ 
had recovered in the hofpital. There ftill. remained on board 90 rank.. 
and file, who were of Adlercron’S regiment, .and they returned with^ 
the fillip to Ingelee, where the report from Caleutta-fignified, that the- 
three other men of war with Admiral Watfon were proceeding from : 
thence to Chandernagore, of which the attack might be expected i 
every day. There was no - time- to carry the fliip up the river -5: 
for the pilotage at this feafbn requires • feveral ;; nor; were any 
boats fent down to convey the troops with -their* accoutrements ; on.-, 
which Mr. Pocock, with a fpirit worthy of an Englifh admiral^, 
took the Cumberland’s barge, and -rowing night and day, joined Mr. . 
Watfon a few hours before the morning of the attack, and imnae;- 
■diately lloifted his flag in the Tygen 

This fliip was appointed" to attack the n. e. haftion- of the fort,., 
the Kent agalnft' the ravelin before the middle of the curtain, the 
Salifburyagaihft the s. e. baftlon. At fun-rife the two batteries on- 
fliore began to fire, the one agalnft the SiE. baftlon with twenty-four- 
pounders, the other againft- the n. e. with three ;• to - which the 
enemy’s fiire was much fuperior until feven o’clock; when the Tyger 
coming oppofitc to the ravelin, before the gateway, her firft broad'- 
fide obliged the enemy to abandon that defence ; after which flie 
proceeded, and anchored at the diftance of 50 yardsj direftly oppofite 
to the N. e; baftion. The Kent fbon after let- go her anchor oppofite 
to the ravelin, but in this inftant; the fire from- the fort killed . and ' 
wounded feveral of the failors appointed to manage the fliip^ and a 
fliot unfortunately difabled the - commander!^ Captain Speke ; who 
not being able to continue the direflions he intended to give, fb 
much confufion enftied, that the cable, not flopped in timcj- ran out 
to its end*; and the Ihip, inftead of anchoring oppofite to the ravelin, 
fell back fo far, diat her poopappeared beyond the s-e. baftion, ex|iiofed 
2 like- 



The 'W A 11 OF Bengal. BodkVil. 

likewiie to a flank of the baflion on the s. w. The enemy, elate^ 
with this advantage, kept up fo hot a fire, that Admiral Watfon, 
inftead of attempting to recover his intended ilation, determined to 
decide the conteft where his fhip lay, which occupying -the poft in- 
tended for the Salifburj'^, this fhip anchored .15b yards lower down 
the river, and remained out of the adlion, which was maintained 
entirely by the .-Kent and Tyger. The cannonade was fierce, -every 
4hot on both fides took place -; and, at. the fame time, -the two bat- 
'teries on fhore aflailed with a crofs fire the two baftions of . the fort, 
/againft which the fhips , directed their broad-fides. At nine o’clock, 
the fort fhewed a flag of truce, and Mr. Watfon, not to Jet the 
•enemy fee the condition of his Ihip, fent Captain Coote, of the 
King’s regiment afliore to receive their propofals:; and whilfi: mef- 
dages were paffing 'Concerning the -terms of furrender, 50 of the befl; 
foldiers of the garrifbn,-with 2b Topafles, and -fever^ -officers, quitted 
the fort, and marched to the northward. At three -in. the afternoon 
‘the capitulation was 'concluded. 

During this' aftion, the Salifbury received only fbme 'draggling 
dhbt, which did little ..damage, and the fort received -as little , from her 
^fire. "In the Tyger, the mafter .and -1 4. others wete .killed, and 56 
wounded': the Kent received fix fhot in her mafts, and 1-42 in her 
•hull ; the firfl lieutenant Mr. .Perrot, and n8 of the crew, were 
killed, . and 72 wounded. Amidft this flaughter, >it was a general 
-confolation that the wound of Captain Speke was npt . mortal, whofe 
.enterprizing-fpirit, and- nautical abilities, had eminently , contributed 
•to the fuccelles of this^fquadron in India : the ftme ball, which firuck 
-the calf of his leg, -carried off the thigh of his fon, a youth of prp- 
•mifing hopes, -who died of -this difafter-. ' Of the Engfifh troops oh 
-fhore, only one -man :was lulled, aud io' wounded, -during this lafi: 
attack ; but the fire of their batteries, and of their mufketry from 
the tops of the houfes, haftened the furreh.der of the fort, -in which 
.40 men were killed and 70 wounded. The defence was gallant, 
more elpecjally as none of the garrifbn, excepting a few of the 
officers,- had ever before been in lervices of danger Mr. Devignes, 

. a Gantain .nf One. of the French comnanv’s fhips, commanded the 

-baftions, 
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baftioiis, arid iiifpired his own aftivity and courage into all who lei;ved 
under him. The immediate redudtion of the fort was owing to 
the fliips, and of them, only to - the two in. whidi the two Ad- 
mirals hoifted their flags, whole fire did- as much' execution in 
three hours, as the batteries on fliore would have done in ieVefal 
days ; during which the whole of the Nabob’s army iniglit have ar- 
rived, when the fiege miift have been raifed otherwife the troops 
alone were lufficieht to accomplifli the fuccafs. 

At the fame time that the Nabob heard of the fiirrender of Chani- 
dernagbre, he received more pofitive, but ftill falfe, intelligence from 
Patna, that the army of Pitaiis, againfi: whom he had alked th6 
afliftance of the Englifh troops, were in full march to invade the 
province of Behar, and that they had engaged Balagerbw, the ge- 
neral of the Morattoes, to invade Bengal. Frightened by this inteU 
ligence he wrote letters of congratulation to Admiral Watfon and 
•Colonel Clive, exprefling the flrrongeft defire to remain in friendfliip 
;and alliance with- them, and offered the territory of Chandernagore 
to the Englifli on the fame terms as it had been held by the French 
Company ; but he ordered the diviiion of his army, which had 
marched with Roydulub, to continue at Plaflyon.the Ifland of Cof- 
fimbuzar, 36 miles to the South of Muxadavad. ’ This guard did not 
■accord with his profeflions ; • and it was ' determined to try the fin- 
.terity of them byrequefting him to give up all the other French 
fadtories and fubjedts remaining in his dominions. Nothing could 
be more repugnant to his intentions ; for he had ordered his officers 
to protedt the foldiers of Chandernagore, who had left the fort during 
the attack ; and by this affiftance they had efbaped an Englifh de- 
tachment fent in purfuit of them, and vVere arrived fafe at Cbffim- 
•buzar: however, he anfweted Colonel dive with much civility, 
though with inconfiftent excu'fes ; alledging,' that as a prince he 
could not perfecute the diftrefied, and as a fepdatoiy of the great 
Mogul he could hot contribute to the defh'udtion of Europeans, 
who were eftabliflied in the province by the perihiffibn of fb many 
Emperors ; as if - the fame regions ought hot to have prevented him 
Vol.il from’ 
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from deftroying Calcutta. But left tliefe evafions Ihould create fuf- 
pidons, he began to reftore part of the Englifh eftecls, and paid 
450,000 rupees iii money. 

In the mean time, the captors collected the plunder of Chander- 
nagore, vi'hich amounted to 1 00,000 1 . fterling. The ftiips returned 
to Calcutta, ^’^he^e the Kent, infom before, was condemned as unfit 
for future lendce. The feafbn was by this time fb ftr advanced, 
that the other fhips could not get out to lea before the fouthern 
monfbon let in. The troops might indeed have been fent to the coaft 
of Cormondel, if they had been embarked, immediately after Chan-- 
dernagore was taken, on ft vend veliels, which were ready to fail at 
that time. But Colonel Clive determined, contrarj' to the orders of 
!Madrafs, to remain in Bengal with the whole army until the month 
of September i being convinced that the Nabob would never fulni 
the terms of the treaty of February, unlefs conftramed by ftar* He 
therefore, inftead of leading the army back to Calcutta, encamped 
on the plain to the north of Hughley, where -it was better fituated 
either to awe or to act againft the Nabob* 

In this inter\*al Mr. Law, the chief of the French facroiy at 
Cohimbuzar, had perfuaded the Nabob that a fleet of 40 French - 
fhips were attacking Bombay. The Nabob elated by this fuppofition 
returned to his former equivocations concerning the treatj'. On. 
which Colonel Clive wrote to him, that nothing but his permifflop. 
to attack the French at Cofiimbuzar could convince the Englifh that 
he bore the good will of an ally towards them, and that his dignity 
might be preferved by afSfting neither fide. This letter provoked 
him to ezcefs; and amongft other extravagancies, he faid -publicldy, 
-he would put bir. Watts- to. death. But foon recollefting the im- 
prudence of this threat : and .being as anxious to prevent the Englifh 
troops from advancing towards his capital, as he was fbiicitous to pre-- 
ftrve the French for future contingencies, he fumilhed l.£Tr 
witlf monev, arms, and ammunition, and ordered him to march 
with all his men. as if proceeding to the weftem frontiers of Behar ; 
but in expeclation of being fton recalled to Muxadavad. Accor- 
dingly this body of adventurers, confifting of 100 Europeans, and 
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6o Coromandel Sepoys, with fmaH carnages, ami four clepliaiits,. 
paflecl through tlic city in military array on tlie. i6th of April, and 
having crofled the river, proceeded towards Beliar. This evafiou 
however deceived nohody. And Colonel Clive prepared to fend a 
detachment in purfult of them. 

The report of the detachment renewed the indignation of the 
Nabob; he immediately ordered the Eiiglini Vacquccl to quit his 
prelence, and to appear no more at the palace, and fent two of his 
ofiicers to Mr. Walts, propoling this alternative ; “ either that lie 
“ fliould immediately return to Calcutta ; or give an afliiraiice under 
“ his hand, that the Engllfli Ihould make no further attempts to 
“ molcft the French.” Air. Watts refufed either to retire, or to 
give the aflurance, and obtained leave toxonfult the prefidency, who 
ordered him to fend what treafureand efleds he had colleded to Cal- 
cutta, as ojiportunltles might ofter, but without feeming either to 
fear or to intend mifehief ; Colonel Clive alfo detached 40 Europeans 
to jirotccft the fadory, and fent in fevcral boats a fupply of ammu- 
nition concealed under rice. 

By this time the mutual fufpicions between the Nabob and the 
Engllfli were fo much incrcafcd\ that Colonel Clive thought a rupture 
Inevitable, and even neceflary. He therefore perfifted in his refo- 
lution of fending a detachment in purfuitof Mr. Law; and having 
received information that Meer Jaflier, the general of the army, was 
offended againft the Nabob, he advifed Mr. Watts to cultivate his 
friendlhip. 

The fpirit of rebellion had for fbme time been lurking in the court 
of Surajah Dowlah ; he had imprifoned Monickchund, and upon re- 
leafing, had obliged him to pay a million of rupees as a fine for the 
effedls he had plundered in Calcutta. The Duan Roydoolub, al- 
though the firft civil officer in the ftate, found his conduft fubjeit 
to the controul of the favourite Moonlol. To the Seats, the Nabob 
behaved with civility ; but they, accuftomed to the confidence and 
good fenfe of Allaverdy, trembled for their wealth, under the 
caprices of his fucceflbr ; and they had long been conneded with 

U % Meer 
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Mfeer Jaffier, Xvlio, although he delpifed the wretched charader of: 
Surajah Dowlah, dreaded the excefles of it^ 

> Mr. Watts communicated ^yith Omichund on the ftate of 'tem^ 
pers and fefentments; and they admitted Mr. Scrafton to their 
councils, who came at this time to Muxadavad in his way to Daccay.’ 
and was inftmdlcd by Colonel Clive to obferve, whilft he remained; 
there. Omichund witli his ufual buftlc' attended' every day at the 
Durbar,' and' was as afliduous in- his vifits to the principal -ofEcers of- 
the government. ~ ' ' • 

On the 33 d of April an officer named Yar Khan Uatty, by a'pri- 
vatc meflagc, requcfted to confer with Mr. Wattsdn fecrecy. This- 
man commanded 2000 horfe in* the Nabob’s fervice,- but received a 
ftipcnd from the' Scats to defend them upon any occalion of danger 
even agalnft the Nabob hiinfelf. It is therefore probable that he was • 
now employed b}'^ the Seats to dilcover the real intentions of the 
Engiifli tow'ardi the Nabob- Mr. Watts, font Omichund, whom. 
Datty informed,. “ that the Nabob would very foon march with' the - 
“ greateft part of his forces towards Patna, agaiiift the Pitans; and 
“ that he intended to temporize with the Ehgliffi until his return ■to^ 
Muxada^':a.d ; when he- had determined to extirpate them out of 
“ his dominions-, into which he had fwom that they IKould never ' 
“ return ;. that moft of his officers, held-hini in utter deteftation,- 
“ and were ready to join the firft leader of difthiftion who Ihould' 
“ take arms ; that the Ehgliffi army might, during his abfence, take 
“ polfeffion of Muxadavad ; and that he, iL-atty, ^vith his own troops, . 
“ would join them in the attempt; when if they' would proclaim 
“ him Nabob, he lliould be fupported by Roydoolub, and the Scats; 

“ he -oftered in return to enter into any engagements which the 
“ Englifh ffiould ftipulate for. the ad'i^antage of. their own affiiirs.” 
Mr. Watts approved the fcheme, and communicated it to. Colonel 
Clive, who approving it likeiwife, immediately countermanded the . 
detachment which was ready to march in purliiit of Mr. Law, and 
wrote a very civil letter to the Nabob. 

The day after the conference between Omichund and Latty, Petrus 
the i^rmeniari, who had been employed bet^veen the Nabob and the 

Engliffi 
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EngUrti in Fcbmaiy, came . to Mr. Watts with the fame propofals- 
from Mccr Jafficr as liacl been made by Latty. Meer Jaffier declared, 
“ that fclf-dcfcncc obliged him to arm, being in danger of alTafli- 
“ nation every time he went to the Durbar; that the Duan Roy-’- 
“ doolub, the Scan, and lc\-cral officers of the firfl: rank in the; 
“ army, whom he named, had engaged to join, if the Englifli would 
“ aflift in dethroning the Nabob : if the fcheme were accepted, he 
“ defired that tlie terms of the confederacy might be fettled without 
“ delay, and requeued that Colonel Clive would immediately break 
“ up his camp, and footh the Nabob with every appearance of pa- ■ 
“'.cilic intentions until hoftilitics fliould commence.” 

The fuperior importance of Jaflicr gave him the preference over 
every other pretender who might oiler ; and as loon as. Clive received 
intelligence of his overtures, he went from the camp to Calcutta, 
and communicated them to the'fcleft committc, of which he was 
himfclf a member. The committee accepted the alliance as the moft 
fortunate event which could happen, and inftrufted Mr. Watts 
what terms to ftipulate': they were all very advantageous, but one 
eminently fo, demanding a reftitution- in ’ money adequate, to all 
the lofil’S which had fuflaincd by the Company and individuals 
by the capture of Calcutta. This council was held, on the 
firft of May. • The next day Colonel Clive returned to the camp, 
which, . in compliance with the requeft of Meer Jaffier, he imme- 
diately broke up ; fending one half of the troops to Calcutta, and the 
reft into the fort of Chaudernagore. He then requefted the Nabob 
to give the fame proof of pacific intentions by withdrawing the large 
divifion of his arm}’-, which ftill lay encamped at Plafly, under the 
command of Roydoolub. 

But in tills interval the Nabob had been relieved from his fears of 
the Pitans by intelligence of their 'retreat from Delhi, which made 
him lefs follicitous to temporize with the Englifli, and Roydoolub 
had flopped at Cvitwah the detachment of 40 Europeans going to 
Coffimbuzar; the fpy, Mooteram, who had been fent under pretence 
of {bme compliment to Colonel Clive, gave information, that half the 
, Englilh army had been privately detached in fmall parties from the 
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camp, and were at this very time fecreted in the fadiory at Coffim- 
buzar. The Nabob believing this intelligence, fent a mob of fer- 
vants and troops to examine the fadory, where they found only 
eight TopalTes and 40 Europeans, of which fbme were French dc- 
ferters, and the reft were the Englilh gunners wliom . he had bor- 
rowed for the fervice of his own artillery, and had lately returned., 
Neverthelefs his fufpicions* that the Engiifli intended to move to- 
wards Muxadayad continued, and. induced him to reconcile himfelf 
with Me'er Jaffier ; whom he ordered to proceed immediately with 
15,000 men, to reinforce Roydoolub a:t Plafley. Believing, like- 
wife, that the Englilh ftiips of war could proceed up the great arm 
of the Ganges to the northern point of the ifland of Coffimbuzar, 
and then come down the. Coffimbuzar river to Muxadavad, he com- 
manded large piles to be fixed acrofs the river at Sootey, about 20 
•miles above the city. Such was his extreme ignorance. He at 
the lame time ordered Mr. Law to remain with his men at Bogliporc, 
half way between the pafs of Tacriagully and Patna ; and his officers 
in Behar were inftrudted to fupply all their wants. 

In this conjuinSlure Mecrjaffier, fearing that by a refuftJ to' proceed 
to Plafly, he fhouid turn the Nabob’s fulpioions upon himftlf, obeyed 
Tvith appearance of alacrity, and marched from the city on the aptli 
of April, but left his agent to carry on the correfpondence widi Mr. 
Watts who, to remove as much as polfiblc all fufpicious appear- 
ances, ordered the detachment which had been ftopped at Cutwah 
to return to Calcutta ? he at the fame time difpatched Mr. Scrafton 
to the fele<ft committee, and on the 6th of May received their refo- 
lutions concerning the treaty with. Jaffier,. v,^hen, in concert with 
Jaffier’s agent, whom we fuppofe to be ftill -the Armenian Petrus, 
they eftabliffied pOfitive ftims to the articles, ftipiilating monies. The 
rains detained the agent in the city .until the 12th, when he went 
to Plafly, and returned on the . 1 4th, with aflurances, that Mcer 
Jaffier intirely conftiited to all the articles ; but requefted that the 
confederacy might be kept fecret from Omichund, whom he regarded 
as an intriguing Gentoo without fortitude or honefty. 

r This 
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This opinion was probably fuggefted to him by the Seats, who 
knew the abilities of Omichund, and might apprehend that his in- 
fluence with the Englifli would interfere with their- own, if he 
fliould have a leading part in the Intended revolution. This reftraint' 
very much perplexed Mr. Watts : for Omichund had already been 
trufled' too. far, to be now treated with diffidence, without much 
rifque to the fcheme, if he fliould by other means difcover the real 
caufe, wliy-iiok farther attention was had to the propbfals of Yar 
Khan Lattee. . Mr. Watts foon found, that fuch evalions as men in- 
his fituation generally employ, could not elude his fagacity, and 
therefore told him the confederacy wltli Jaffier ; but had de- 
layed this confidence fo long, . that Omichund faw it was ex- - 
torted by fear and neceffity. From this hour implacable hatred arole 
between them,, although they co-operated in the conduft of the con- 
federacy. 

From his own experience of the-praftices of Indoftan, Omichund 
had no doubt that Mr. Watts would be amply rewarded, by Jaffier, 
if the revolution fucceeded. At the fame time he found that no advan- 
tage was intended for himfelf, more than reftitution in common with 
the other Gentoo merchants of Calcutta, but that he fliould run 
the fame rifques of his perfon as Mr. Watts, which to both were 
great indeed; and more of his fortune, as being much greater than 
Mr. Watts’s : he therefore claimed a commiffion of five in the hun- 
dred on all the Nabob’s treafures in money,; and a fourth part of 
his- jewels. The common people, to whom numbers giv;e no diftindt 
ideas, rated them at 45 millions of pounds fterling, which nothing but 
idiotifm could believe ; but better enquirers fuppofed them to be 
four millions and a half ; on which Omichund’s fliare would have 
been -675,000 pound fterling. The audacity of the pretenfion iinplied. 
malignant art ; but' it is faid .he threatened to reveal the confpiracy to 
the Nabob, if not complied with. If lb, the boldeft iniquity could, 
not go farther. Mr. Watts in his letter on this fubjeft intimates,, 
that he had fome apprehenfions of fuch a. confequence if Omichund 
were not fatisfied.. However, in their conference he evaded, a pc— 

fitive. 
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iidve ahfwer-, and Omichuiid was contented by the promile of re- 
ferring ' his claim to the fele6t committee. ' ' ' 

On - the 14th he fent the articles of the treaty, as finally fettled 
.by himfelf, and accepted by Meer Jaffier, and communicated two 
.other inftances of Omichund’s improbity. The one was, “ that 
“ foothed by the deeming acquiefcence of Mr. Watts to his claim 
of commilhon and a lhare of the jewels, he had been led to de- 
“ dare that he intended to fecrete as- much as he could of the 
“ Nabob’s .treafures from the knowledge of Meer jaffier,. arid 
‘‘ to divide this booty with Roydoolub.” The other accufation 
came from Rungeet Royj the agent of .the ScaU. •“ When the 
Nabob .concluded the treaty of the 6th of Pebmaiy, he em- 
pow:ered .'Ginichund and Rungeet Roy to offer 30 .thoufand 
‘‘ gold mohiirs^, a coin equivalent. to 29 Ihillings, as a jprefent to the 
“ Englifli-.commanders, and promiled moreover 200,000 rupees to 
‘be dilpofed of, as Omichund Ihould think proper; who advifed 
“ Rungeet Roy to make rio mention of the prefent at that time, 
“ and promiled to divide the 200,000 rupees with him. Rungeet 
Roy, impatient to receive his .lliare, had frequently preffed 
“ the Nabob to fend the prefent to the Englilh commanders, and 
to i.fiue the other money to Omichund. But the Nabob,, irritated 
“ by the late proceediiigs of the Englilh, and fafe in his capital,. 
“ was'no longer inclined, to. 'confer fo coftly a favour, in every re- 
“ Ipecf to his. o\vn 'detriment. Omichund obferved- this repugnance, 
“ and turned it to his own advantage, by telling the Nabob, that 
he would be obliged to make the prelent, if he luffered Rungeet. 
‘‘ Roy to interfere any longer .in the Englilli affairs.; but that he 
“ might fave it, by dilgracing him. The Nabob accordingly with- 
“ held himfelf from any ’ farther communication with Rungeet Roy, 

“ but rewarded Omichund, with orders for .the delivery of many of 
•“ his confilcated effefirs. Mr. Watts, defirous to put the truth of 
“ thele informations to the tell, alked Omichund if he Ihould de- 
“ man'd the 30,000 gold rupees from the Nabob ; to which Omi- 
chund replied, that fuch a requeft would be veiy improper at this, 
.time, but that he would liimlelf .confider of means to get it.” 

^ A.Rranger, 
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A ftrangcr, named Govindroy, came on the 3dofl!'l^ay to- Calcutta, 
with a letter as from Ballajerow, the general of the Morattoes, dated 
from Hyderabad, the capital of Golcondah. In this letter Ballajerow 
ofiered to invade Bengal with, a htindred and twenty thoufand men, 
within fix weeks after he Ihould receive the invitation of the Eng- 
lifli governor. No mutual interefts of great importance fubfifling at 
tills time between the Englifli and the MorattoeSj ' the letter and the 
bearer were fufpedled of ’ impofture. The m.an was queftioned, but 
none in the fettlement had fufficient criterions to diftinguifli whether 
his arifwers were pertinent. Mr. Watts was confulted, and regarded 
tlie letter as an artifice invented by the Nabob to try the real difpo- 
fition .of the Englifli towards himfelf, by their anfwer to Ballajerow. 
Clive, with his ufual facility of finding expedients in difficultiesy 
advifed the committee to communicate the letter to the Nabob with 
the femblance of believing it§. authenticity ; whereby, fliould lie* 
have invented it, the artifice would be turned agaiiift himfelf ; and 
if he had not, no better- means could be employed W deceive the 
fufpicions which he entertained of their evil intentions. 

This refblution was taken on the 1.7th. of May,, and at the fame 
confultation the committee deliberated on the final terms they fliould 
requite of Meet Jaffier, and on the condu6t they fhould. hold towards 
Omichund; having befbre them the treaty as modelled by Mr. Watts,, 
and his letters concerning Omichund. The terms, which Mr. Watts 
had ftipulated for reftitution were,, to the Company lO millions of 
rupees, to the Englifli and other European inhabitants three millions, 
to the Gentoos three, to the Armenians one : in all 1-7 millions of 
rupees. Three millions were likewife mentioned for Omichund ; 
of which we fuppofe Mr. Watts had- informed him. 

The committee really ' believed the wealth of Surajah Dowlali 
much greater than it poflibly could be,, even, if the whole- life 
of the late Nabob Aliverdy had not been fpent in defending his own 
dominions agaiiifl:, the invafions of ruinous enemies : and even if 
Surajah Dowlah himfelf had reigned' many, inflead'of only one year. 
In this perfuafioh they- increafed the reftitution to. Europeans from 

VoL. 11 . X three 



The War of Bekgal Book VII.'. 

tnree to five millions of rupees; but nllottcd ‘ only two inftead of 
three millions to the Gentoos, and only 700,000 inflcad of one 
million to the Armeninns; But thcle alterations added only 700,000- 
rupees to the total of the Aims ftipulatcd by Mr, Watts for reftitu- 
tion. It was then agreed to afk a donation of 2, 500“, 000 mpccs to 
the Ajuadron, and the fame Ann to the arm}'. A member then pro- 
poftd that it Aiould he recommended to Mr. Watts, to nfk a dona- 
tion from Mecr Jafficr to each of the members, of the committee;, 
and tills likcY/ife was refblvcd. 

Tiiey then rook into confidcration what conduft they Aiould hold ' 
towards Omichund'; they were aAonifiicd at tlic enormity of liis' 
demands, and Aill more cxalperatcd at the imputed atrocity of his* 
intentions in cafe of difappointment ; and determined that he Aiould- 
get nothing hy the revolution more than reftitution in common- 
with the other Gentoo merchants of Calcutta ;■ but at the fame time 
they defigned to make him believe that they intended to reward Ins 
fervices. The expedient was AiggeAcd by Colonel Clive. It was,, 
to fend two treaties, both figncd by Admiral Watfbn and the mem- 
bers of the committee, and in the-treaty which was to be delivered 
to Mccr Jaflicr, to omit any ftipulation for Omichund ; but, in the- 
AAitious treaty which was to be Aicwn to Omichund, to infert an- 
article Aipulating for him a prefent of two million of rupees. 
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finally lo acljufl a plan of operations for the fubfequent condu6t of 
the revohuion. 

Colonel Clive undertook to get the treaties prepared witli due fe- 
crccy. '^riic h»f\itious was tranferibed iijjon red paper. But tlie 
agent of Meer Jallior having inlifled that the King’s Admiral fliould 
fign, as well as the company’s rcprcfcntativcs ; and Omicliund 
knowing this, it was nccelTary to the feheme of deceiving him,- 
-that Mr. \A\atfon fliould lign both. He figncd the real, but re- 
.fufed to fign the fiditious treaty; on which his fignature was 
.counterfeited. 

On the 1 9th of Ma_v, Clive dil])atchcd the treaties by a private 
.meflenger of the country ; but, in this fliort interval, either fome 
.intelligence from Muxadavad, or his own refleftions, changed lus 
.notioii.s of the vaflnefs of Surajah Dowlah’s treafures : and he iii- 
{lru£lcd Mr. Watts, that if Meer Jafficr fliould dlfapprove of the 
great amount of the ftipulations for money, the reftitution allotted 
for the company might be reduced from ten to five millions of 
inipces. 

Mr. Scrafton was flopped near Plafly by the advanced guards of the 
camp ; he requeued to be conduced to the quarters of Meer Jaffier-; 
but fome of the Nabob’s fpies being prefent, they interfered, and in- 
fiflctl that he fliould take the direft road to the capital, where he ar- 
rived on the 24th. In the intcn'al between Mr. Watts’s letters of 
the 6th, and Mr. Scrafton’s return to Muxadavad, the crafty Omi- 
chund had pra6Hfcd another trick on the credulity of the Nabob ; 
for, perceiving by his queftions that his fulpicions of the Englifii 
increafed, although he had dilcovered nothing of their project, 
Omicliund, after much artificial hefitation, informed him,.asadif- 
. cover}^ by which he rifqucd.all his pretenfions to the favours of the 
Englifli, that .they had lately lent deputies to Mr. Bufly in the 
Decan, inviting him to march into Bengal, and propofing that both 
armies fliould join • in dethroning him, when the fpoil was to be 
. equally divided between them. A little knowledge and underftand- 
.ing would have convinced the Nabob, that fuch an union \yas im- 
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|)ra^icable ^-uring -the wat between 'the two nations., and that it 
would at any time be incompatible with .the intereft of the Eng-lifh : 
tieverthelefs his -timidity prompted him to give intire -credit to the 
tale, and -he rewarded Omichund for ’the intelligence, by ordering- 
the fum of 400,000 -rupees, which had been taken from his houfe- 
at, Calcutta, to be -immediately reftored to him, together with all 
•his efiedts, wherefoever corififeated in the province :■ he moreover 
‘gave him a mandate, ^ordering the Rajah of Burdawan • to repays 
-450,000 .rupees, which 'Omichund had lent the Rajah fome years 
before. At this time Omichund was not certain what proyifion 
'-might -be made -for himfelf iii -the treaty, -and was endeavouring to 
get all he could -from the Nabob clahdeftinely, but -without any pofi-* 
"tive intention of undermining tKe confederacy ; for nothing -was 
“more likely than -his -fallacy concerning Bufly to divert the Nabob 
^irom any -fulpicions Of-the -real defignS and connexions In which -the 
•'Englifh 'Were -engaged: but nothing, -at the fame time, was more 
dikely to prevent him from removing his army -from Plafly, which 
was deemed abfolutely necelTary to their fuccefs. 

As foonas'Mr. Scrafton arrived at Mu-xadavad, Mr. Watts went 
‘withbim to the Nabob, to whom Mr. Scrafton -delivered h letter 

• from Colonel Clive, which, amongib others, had the following fiibtle 
'Cxpreffions. “ *1 have ferit Mr. Scrafton to communicate a matter of 
‘“ the greateft Importance. Notwithftanding all that the .Eiigllfh 

• “ have .fuffered from you, 1 give you this laft proof of ,my delire to 

live in -peace with you. Why do you heep -your army in the-field-? 

• “ They - diftrefs ^l- -the merchants, and prevent '.us from renewing 
“ our trade. The -Englifli cannot jftay in Bengal -without ffeedornbf 
“trade. Do not reducetusto^fulpeft that you intend to-deftroy'us. 

-whenfoever you have -an opportunity.” Mfw Scraftofi then eom- 
-municafed the "Morattoe letter, at. which the -Nabob 'feemed -much 
rpleafed ; for he -had heard of the arrival, -and fufpe£led -the bufihefs. 
■^of the meiTenger, Who really came from Ballajerow. After Ibme 
-paufe, rumiriating-on the variety of informatipns on which -he wasto 
'form 'his -opinion i he pretended ■ to- be convinced that ■ hehad -fulpedled 

. tlifi 
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tkc of the Jhij-liflt \vii;it)»f cauIc : niul ilifmifrcd Mr. 

W'r.tt- r.tu! S; 5V,!{.^n with ;'.;i nlUiratu:- lii.'.t ho would immcdiaicly 
rriT.II tin- tio.vr,; v.;u!*t th'- votutnanti of Moor Jafhor into the city, 
iv:t v.oui.l Ir.wo slss^l’c with Uoydooluh i;i tho iit ld, in rcridincls to 
v:;i the «'n tljo nppio.icli oritu- Mojv.ifo/.-,; : wIjo lie laid would 

poo'.'.ddv iiivr.do hi ' doniiuious. 'I'liis uiK-vpcilfd ivlidution would 
lir.vc r.iavjtd ilic (k.h{’nit'. linoc .Nhor J.idicr would have been as 
c'.utiou:; ora'tudiuliujT any thinj^ decitivr, whiHl one half, as whilfl: 
the wlmh' Ilf llu- .‘.rsr.y remained in the field. v\l the next con- 
{Vrrr.ee Mr. SerafVvi leprelented to him, that the En'Tlifli could not, 
with romi'.rin j'juilence. lely on .any <i{ his profellions, whilft fuch 
r. part jo/ hi; force; were cnc.tmpfd t«nvarJs Calcutta. The Nabob 
mcdit.rtcd i'omr tl:nr on till; aip.imirnt. .and then Anrtino;. as a man 
r.yitatfd l>v lufrlcii'n and dil'mav, laid t.aocrlv, Ihit rtiould the 
“ Colo.nel dcciivc me.” But Scnafton removed his terrors by aflu- 
rr.nce-. and ptcvaileii on hinr toldlre orders recalling his whole army 
to Muxrd.’vnd. 

'rile neaur flic conn tl.-r.iey approached to the event, the more did 
Mr. \\'.a;t.-‘; appn lir nfutie. of the {:f.r.i hcry of Omichund Increafc. 
Mr. Ser..f:on thrtvf u- undertt'ol; to gel him away to Calcutta, and 
under tlie pretext of filicitnde for hi- lately, propofed that Omlcliund 
lliould r.eeompany him thitlicr witlunii delay, allcdglng, that his age 
and. the h;ihit> of his life would not permit him to make his clcapcon 
horfehack in the hour of e«infunon and danger, when the flight of 
Mr. Wat:,, wouhl ctmvince ilie Nabob that the Engllfli intended war, 
and when his utmofl venge.ance would be excited againft all their 
adlien i*:;. But avarice is the mofl inflexible of t lie vices ; and Omi- 
eiiund, not havin'; received more than half of !iis plundered money 
from tile ireafury, requefltd Mr. .Scrafttui to wait until he had got 
the. wlu’lc. Mr. Wait.s imputed this delay to nnotlier motive, think- 
in;; that lie wanted to remain in the citv until Rovdoolub fliouldrc- 
turn from Plafly, th.'u they might fettle betxveen them the febeme 
of jnirlolning as mueh as polflbic of tlie Nabob's trcafurcs. To- 
counieracl liis repugnance, whatlbever might be the caiifc, Miv 
Scrafion aflured him, iliat Colonel Clive intended to employ him as. 
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the principal agent of the Englifli in their affairs with the future 
•government after the revolution;; and. that the emoluments of this 
■ office would amply compenfate whatfoevef he might relinquiffi or 
.lofe by his immediate departure. Atjength he confented to go, but 
it was necellary, and ieemed difficult to obtain . the Nabob’s confent, 
as he relied principally upon. Omichund for intelligence concerning 
the proceedings and views of the Englifli. .-But Omichund himfelf 
•folvcd the difficulty, by advifing Mr, Scrafton to demand of the 
.Nabob the prefent which he had intended ,to .give to the Eng^lifli 
commanders at the epnelufion of the peace .in .’Februaty*; in confe- 
-quence of which, the Nabob fulpedtmg the.fecret had been difclofed 
-by Omichund, .would immediately hold him in as much - deteftation, 
.as he had hitherto regarded him with/favour. Accordingly this (cene 
was adled. The Nabob denied the.promife. ■ Omichund pretended 
•to be terrified ; and the Nabob being really irritated, told Mr. Scrafton 
.^that he might carry him wherefoeverdie pleafed. 

Mr, Sefafton remained three days longer in the city’in expedfation 
'of the return of Meet Jaffier from rPlafly. ‘Meer Ja'ffier arrived on 
■the 30t:h, and -vifited the Nabob, who, having no further need of his 
•immediate fervice, treated him with-infolence. The frown of de- 
.Ipotifmis always dreadful ; and 'Meer .Jaffier returned to his palace, 
convinced of impending danger, infomuch that lie was afraid of 
-conferring dn .private with Mr. Scrafton,.who -vifited him in the after- 
riioon, but -received him in the ffiall of -public audience ; on which 
Scrafton left the city that evening. 

He was accompanied by Omichund. They proceeded in palan- 
quins;, but when Scrafton arrived at Coffimbuzar, he naiffedhis com- 
panion ; on which he flopped and difpatched meflengers to the city, 
who found the old man fitting at midnight in the Nabob’s treafury, 
folicifmg Moonloll for fome ihore of the money which the Nabob 
had ordered to be reftored to him in reward for his flory concerning 
Bufiy ; but finding that Moonloll would ^ve him nothing but pro- 
mifes, and prefled by the meflengers, he returned with them and re- 
joined Mr.' Scrafton at two in the morning. Continuing their jour- 
.ney, Mr. .Scrafton fell afleep, and waking .at ‘day-break, miffed bis 
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companion* again; and not knowing where to feek him, flopped and 
\^^^itcd on the high road until three in the afternoon, %vhen Omichund 
rejoined him again. He liad been to vifit Roydoolub at the camp at 
Plafl'c)’, who had told him that no flipulation had been made for 
him in the . ;igrecments with Meer Jaffier.. Omichund therefore* 
queflioned Mr.. Scrafton with much fliarpnefs and fufpicion ; but 
now the truth itfclf ferved to deceive him ; for Mr. Scrafton told' 
him, that Roydoolub could not know any thing of that ftipulation, 
fince Mr. Watts had not yet* communicated the treaty ultimately 
adjufted by the fele«£l committee even to Meer Jaffier himfelf.. This- 
appeafed his -anxieties, and they continued' the reft of their journey* 
witliout interniptibn. On the 8th they arrived' at Calcutta, where 
Omichund was received by Colonel Clive, and the other members 
of the felcfl committee,, with much diflembled cordiality, which, 
however, could not entirely cffiice' the impreffion which the words 
of Roydoolub had made in his mind ;* in coiifequence of which he 
bribed the Perfian feribe of the council, to inform him if any deceit 
to his detriment fhould appear in the treaty,, when ratified by Meer 
Jaffier in the Perfian language. 

The palace in- which Meer Jaffier refided, is fituated'on the.fbu- 
them extremity of Muxadavad, on the ifland of Coffimbuzar. The 
Nabob refided in a palace called Heraut-jeel, in the middle of the* 
city, on the other fide of the river. Both palaces ftand on the bank 
of the river, are fortified with towers, and were provided with cannon. 
Meer Jaffier-; at his return from the Nabob, had requefted all the 
officers on whofe attachment he relied, to keep their troops in 
readinefs to defend his palace. In the fame evening he fent a- 
trufty meflenger to Mr. Watts, to whom Mr. Watts delivered 
the two treaties, real and' fiftitious, together with the feparate 
article of donation to the fquadron, army, and committee,, and ex- 
plained the intention of deceiving .Omichund-: by the fiditious treaty 
requeftiiig, that all the three papers might be ratified, and returned- 
to him without delay. But Meer Jaffier having promifed Roydoolub 
to conclude nothing without his. participation, deferred the ratifica- 
tion until his return from Plafly ; which waSj however, only a delay 
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of two davsi for Koydoolub came to the city on the third of June, 
He being informed of the ftipnlations, oljecled that all the money 
in the Nabob’s treafury was not fufficient to anfwer them, and pro- 
-pofed as a juft compromife, that whatfoever might be found fliould 
he equally' divided between the Nabob and the Englifti. hlr. Watts 
meverthelefs would not recede from any of the'fums which had been 
ftipulated, and reprefented to him, that if an equal divihon was efta- 
blHhed, theEnglilli could not allow the ufual commiliion of five in 
the hundred to the oiScer who ftiould be appointed to manage the 
bufinefs of the treafury ; but proSered this office with that emolument 
to him, proHded he would confent to all their demands.. This argu- 
ment prevailed: Roydoolub relinquilhed his objections, andMeer 
Jaffier figned the treaties on the fourth of June. On the fame day 
the Nabob, not from any lufpicion of the confederacy'^ but from his 
pre-conceived averfion to hleer Jaffier, ordered him to refign the com- 
mand of the army to an officer named Cqja Haddee. 

' It ftill renaained neceftary that jSIeer Jaffier fhould take an oath to 
obfen*e the treaties, hlr. W'atts therefore propofed an interview ; 
which Jaffier wifhed likeuife ; but oljecled, that they could not meet 
without great rifqueof difobver}'^ fince his palace was ftriclly watched 
by the fpies of the Nabob. However, iVIr. Watts, relying on tlie 
fidelity of his oum domefdcks, - and on the manners of the country, 
went in the afternoon from, his oivn houfe in a covered palanquin, 
■fuch as carry women of diftinction, and palled without interruption 
to Jaffier’s palace ; who, with his fbn Meerum, received him in one 
-of the apartments of his leraglio, into which the bearers carried the 
palanquin. Here they conferred without the rifk of obfen'ation. 
^leer Jaffier confefied that the number of troops on whole fen'ice he 
could entirely rely, did not exceed 3000 horfe : but expected that 
foveral other commanders, whom he knew to be diftatisfied with the 
Nabob, would turn againft him in the day of battle. At all events, 
he defired that the Englifh troops would immediately* take the field, 
promifing, that if the Nabob fhould determine to defend the citv^ 
he would attack his palace as fbon as they appeared in fight : if the 
conteft was to be decided by* a battle on the plain, he would regulate 



BookVir. SurajA'H i3o\vlah. ' 

his conduit according to the ftatlon which he fhould chance to 
occupy ; if in the van, he v/ould, on the. approach of the Englifli, 
beat his great drum, difplay his ftandard, march off with alhthe 
troops under his . command, and join them on the right ; if on either 
of the wings, or in' the rear, he would difplay a‘ white flag, charge 
the main body of the Nabob’s army as foon as the .Englifh- began .the 
attack, and endeavour to take the Nabob prifoner. After, thefe. ex- 
planations, he gave his full allent to the terms of the, real treaty, and 
to \’idiatfoever otlier donations had been ftipulated } then placing the. 
Koran on liis own head, and his hand on tlieihead of his fon, whilft 
Mr. Watts held the papers open before him, he fwore with. great 
iblemnity, that he would faithfully perform all . he . had promifed* 
.They then , relblved, that ■ Oniar-beg, one of his officers , who I had 
lately carried feveral meflages between Jaffier and Mr. Watts, 
Hiould immediately, proceed with the treaties to Calcutta ; and Mr. 
Watts returned as;he came, undifeovered. .Having brought. this 
dangerous negotiation to a. conclufion, no other affairs required- his 
.prefence at Muxadavad ; but as; his . retreat would leave the Nabob 
without .-a doubt t)f. the hoftile intentions of the ; Englifli, he deter* 
mined to ■ remain- feemingly in his power- until the:lafl: extremity, 
and, in the- mean time, to makeifiich preparations -as s would ,-fecure 
•liis flight. 

The -public- treaty ^as; written in PerfiC, and flgned by Meer Jaffier, 
is th-us tranflated : fwean by God, and the- Prophet, of God to 

“ abide by. the terms of this, treaty whilfti I have -lifei” -Thefe words 
were- w’ritten by Meer Jaffier inr his .own: hand, and -linderfigned by 
him with! his name. The' following were as ufual In die hand of =a 
feribe. “ Treaty -made with Admiral Watfbn, Colonel- Clive, and 
“ the other counfellors, ’Mr. Drake andrMr. Watts. — ^Article L 
“ Whatever articles ivere agreed -to in the- time of .peace -with the 
.“ "Nabob Surajah.Dowlah, I , agree to comply, with .-^11. The ene-* 

“ . mies of the-Englifli are -my enemies, whether they, be Indians or 
“ Europeans. — III., All the -efFe^s, and ;- faiSlories -..belonging , to- the 
“ French, in the province of .-Bengal, ' die j.paradife, of: nations,., and 
“ - Bahar, aiid ,Orixa, - fliall remain; in die - pofleffion .of-.the Englifhi 
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“ nor will I ever allow them any more to fettle in the three pro- 
“ vinces. — ^IV. In conlideration of the lofi’es which the Englifh. 
“ companj’’ have fnftained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta- 
biy the Nabob, and the cliarges occafioned by the maintenance of 
“.'the forces, I will give them one crore of' rupees. — V. For. the 
“ efteds plundered from the Englillv inhabitants at Calcutta, I agree 
“ to give fifty lacks of rupees. — VI. For the efiects plundered from. 
“ the Gentoos, Moors, and other inhabitants of Calcutta,, twenty 
“ lacks of rupees lliall be given. — VII. For the efiecls , plundered 
“ from the Armenian, inhabitants of Calcutta, . I will give the fiim of 
“ feven lacks of rupees. The diftribution of the fums. allotted to 
V the Englifh, Geritoo, Moor, and other inhabitants, of Calcutta,. 
“ fliall be left to Admiral Watfbn, Colonel Clive, Roger. Drake,. 
“ William Watts, James. Kilpatrick, and Richard. Becher, Ef-. 
“ quires,, to be difpofed of by them,- to whom they think proper. — 

“ Vin. Within the ditch, which lurrounds the borders of Calcutta,. 

“ are tradls of land belonging to leveral Zemindars: befides thelej, 

“ I will grant to the Euglilh- company 600 .yards without the ditch,. 

“ — IX, AU the land lying fouth of Calcutta, as far- as -CuIpee,. 

“ lhall be under. the Zemindary of the Eiiglifli company;- and ail; 

“ the officers of thefe parts ffiall-be under their jurifdiclion. The. 

“ revenues to be paid by the company in the fame manner as other - 
“ Zemindars. — ^X. Whenever I- demand the afCftance of the Englifh, . 

“ I will be at the charge of the maintenance of -their troops. — XlL 
“ I will not ere6: any new fortifications- near the river (^nges, be— 

“ lowHughley. — ^XII; As foon as Lam eftablifhed in the three pro- - 
“ vinces, the aforefaid fums fhaU be faithfully paid; Dated the. 

“ 1 5 th of the month of Ramazan in- the fourth year of the prefent 
“ reign.” The treaty, written and figned. b}'- the Englifh, contained ■ 
the fenfe of all thefe articles, but not expreffed in the fame words 
and it likewife had one more the following tenor. — “ XHI. Oh- 

“ condition Meer Jaffier Cawn Bahadar folemnly ratifies and fwears. 

“ to fulfil the above articles. We the-underu’-ritten do, for and in 
“ the behalf of the honourable Eaft India company, declare on the - 
** holy evangelifls, and before.- God, that we will affifl Meer Jaf- 

“ fier- 
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“ fit r Cawn ll!h:ul.ir wilh our whole in mod force, to ohtaln the 
“ Suhnhfliij) of the )>n)vlnce.s of licnp;,il, Baliar, aiul Orixn, and 
furilu-r liiat wc will afilfl him to the urniofl agaiiifi. all his cnc- 
niics whati-vcr, whcnloever he calls upon us for that pur])ofc, 
pr«>vi«lt(l il'it when he hccoiiics the Nabol), he fulfils the above 
“ artichs.” 'rhis treatv was fjf'ned hv Admiral Walfon, Mr, 
Div<?;c, the govenu'r tv/ Clalculta, C'oloncl C.’ilvf, Mr. Watts,- 
Major Kilj-'atrick, niul Mr. IJecher. I'hc doiinlions to the army, 
hjuadron, ami committee, were writ ten iti amithcr treaty. 

Omnrbrir with the treaties arrived at Calcutta on the loth, and 
oiidained the inlcntituis of Jallier to the Jcle^l committee, in the 
lame mnntstr as j.illier had explained them to Mr. Watt.s. ' The 
troops of jafner, without the aliiria.ncc of otlier.s who might join 
him. were deemed fully fullicicnt to aflurc the fuccefsof the cntcr- 
jui/.c, j'rovided they acled with vigour. Ihit he had hitherto bc- 
Itaved with ft) much irrcftlution. that Clive began to fufped he 
would f.iil fiill more in the htntr of danger. However, it was ncccf- 
liiry either to proceed to itnmediatc nilion, or entirely relinquifh the 
ctintederacy ; for the fccrei had inadvertently hcen revealed, and 
htg.sn t«) l)t; the public talk even of the common foldicrs at Calcutta 
and Chandernngorc. It was therefore* determined to commence 
hoftilities witlrnui delay. Omichund was on the watcli to learn tlic 
rcfolmions t)f this couneil, and the real purport of the treaties; but 
the go-.-ernor having entertained Ibmc fufpicions of tire ferihe whom 
Omiehuml had hrihetl. only entrurted him with the Hclitious treatv, 
in wiiieli the llijiulation in lavour of Omichund was inibrted ; wlio 
being liui-.ued with the nport of the I'eribe, lefolvtd to proceed 
ivith the nrmv to Muxaclavad. 


On the jath, tlu- troops wliich were at Calcutta, with 150 faiJors 
from the lijuadron, proceeded and joined rliat part of the army which 
w.as quartered at Chandernagorc. All tlie ncccflary preparations had 
been made, and the wla)le army began their ma'rch from Chander- 
nagore on the next day, leaving too of the lailors to garrilbn this 
fort, that every foldicr might fervo in the field. The Europeans 
witli tiic field-picccs, hores ami ammunition, jirocccdcd in 200 boats, 
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which' were' towed by . the Indian- rowers againfl: the-ftream ; for the 
tide flows rio 'farther than Hughley. The Sepoys, marched, in fight 
of ' the boats along the high-road 'madb. by the Mogul government,* 
and continuing from Hughldy. to- -Patna. The Nabob entertaining 
fiifpicions of Niincomar, had lately fent a new gove;;?ior to Hugh- 
ley, ■ who. threatened . to oppofe-the paflage of the boats; but the 
twenty-gCin fillip coming up- and. anchoring before his fort, and a me- 
nacing letter -from' Colonel* Clive, deterred him from that refolutioh-j 
As foon as the- army left Chandernagore, , Colonel Clive fent away 
iwo of the Nabob’s meflehgers',. who were in his camp, with' a- letter 
of the following purport : “ That the Nabob had.rufed every fub- 
' terfugc to evade the accbmpllflimcnt of the treaty of February.; 
that he had in four mbnths .xeftored only a fifth part of the cfFefta 
“"he had plundered from* the Englifiii ; that he had :fcarcely made 
♦‘- •peace, before he invited Mr. Biifly to come from the Decan, and 
“• afliflj'him: in extirjpatiiig. them once more out of his dominions; 
“ that 'the party of -French troops, with Mr. Law, were at this very 
“ time maintained -at his .expence .within loo miles of iiis capital; 
“ that he had, on groundlefs fufjiicions, infulted - the Englifii ho- 
“ nout ; .at one time fending troops to examine their . .fadlory at 
Goflimbu'zar; at another, driving their Vacquecl with difgracc 
“ 'out of his prefence : that-, he had promifed a fum of gold rupees ; 
then denied .that - promife ; and. then fent Omichund from the 
city, under, pretence that .it was h'e who had deceived the Englifii 
“ commanders in that bufinefs. On the other hand, the Engllidi 
“-'had bore all thefe injuries patiently, and had even taken the field 
“ to affifl: him when alarmed by the approach of the Pitans ; but 
“ at length feeing no other remedy, their army was now march- 
“ ing to Muxadavad, where they intended to refer their complaints 
“ tO' the decifion of tlie principal officers of his government, 
namely Meer Jaffier, Roydoolub, the Sea/s, Meer Murdeen, and 
'“ Moonloll; to which' arbitration it was hoped- that he Would ac- 
quiefee, and fpare the effufion of blood.” 

Mbnickchuiid, the late governor of Calcutta, having received Ibnie 
hints of :the confederacy from Omichund, had .proffered his alliance 
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to Mccr Jafiicr. The Srats had fccurcd Yar Klian Lattey, and fe- 
vcral olhcj* commaiulcrs lind promifed their afliftance in the hour of 
need, althougli they iVill appeared dutiful to tlic Nabol). All thefe, 
whether Gentoos or Mahometans, confirmed their profeflions by the 
ufual oaths of their religions. The Nabob, receiving fome confiifed 
intelligence of thefe prailices, prepared to attack the palace of Jaffier^ 
Meflages of threat and defiance pafled between them from the 8 th 
to the 1 1 th, when letters from Calcutta fpread a report in the city,, 
that the Englifli were con fedcr.itcd with Jafficr; to which, however, 
the Nabob did not feom to give credit ; but Jaflier concluding that 
he muft believe what was fo true, font a meflage to Mr. Watts, on 
the 1 ith, advifing him to make his cfcapc without delay.. Mr. Watts- 
was prepared, and all the Englifli property and foldicrs had been fent 
away from the faflory at Cofiimbuzar. Neverthelcfs he determined 
to wait Aill longer, in expcflation of a letter from Clive authorizing 
his departure. He, however, immediately fent away the Armenian 
Petrus, who had been the moft confidential of his agents in the 
confpiracy, and Jaflier fent one of his own domcfticks with Petrus ? 
both were in(lru£lcd to prefs Colonel Clive to begin Iiis march^ 
Notwithflanding feveral other warnings, Mr. Watts perfevered until 
the I3lh, when Jaflier informed him there was no longer any 
fafety, fince the Nabob’s artillery would begin to fire upon, his pa- 
lace the next morning : upon this Mr. Watts immediately left his 
houfc in the city, travelling in. his palankin towards the Englifli 
fadory at Coffimbuzar, where he had lately been feveral times on 
pretence of bufinefs. There remained Mr. Collet, Mr. Sykes, and 
a furgeon, who were to make their cfcapc with him, and they had’ 
refided for fonac time at a country-houfc called Maudipore,. about twa 
miles to the Ibuth of Coffimbuzar.. 

Mr. Watts, flopping at the faftoiy of Coffimbuzar, ordered' the 
domcfticks to prepare a fupper,. telling them, that he fhould return 
in the evening with thofe at Maudipore, to which he then proceeded.. 
There was in his retinue an Ufbeg Tartar, named Mirza Shah Buz- 
beg, who had ferved many years in different armies, was an excellent 
horfeman, and on all occafions void of fear: he had. attached. him- 
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icU with mucli fidelity to Mr. Watts, In icttirn for feme fcrviccs 
which hfr. Watts had rendered him eigirc years before at Patna, and 
■now accompanied his fliglit. The four Engliflimcn and the Tartar, 
armed witli piftols, mounted their horfes at Mandipore about an Jiour 
•■before fuiifet : they were ncconijianicd by fomc dog-keepers leading 
greyhounds, and each horfcmaii was, likewife, attended liis groom 
on foot. This fervant in India is, by habit, capable of keeping 
pace for fcvcral hours with tlic horfc, altliough going at a great 
Tate. Having proceeded at a gentle j^acc on the plain, until they 
were about fix miles to the Ibiith, tlicy lent back the dog-keepers, 
faying, that ihcy thcmfclvcs would return Icifurely another way.. 
Immediately after this they met two Coflids, or mefiengers, dif- 
patched by Colonel Clive, with a letter to Mr. Watts, permitting 
him to leave Muxadavad, if nothing more required his Hay. It 
being now dark they quitted the road, and Hruck to the left, 
where the country at feme diftance was uninhabited, and covered, 
with thickets, along the Ikirt of which they proceeded to the fouth," 
•as fall as they could, until they thouglit themfeives 30 miles from' 
Coflimbuzar. They then turned to the weft, and about midnight 
came to the village of Aguadeep, fituated on the bank of the river. 
At the entrance of . the village was a party of the Nabob’s horle, 
picketed on each fide of the road in the open air ; but this guard 
was, as ufual at this fcafon of the night, fo faft: afleep, that not 
one of them arofc .to enquire who were come- amongft them. 
Having pafled to the fouthern extremity of the village, they dilco- 
■yered two fmall boats, which were only capable of containing the 
riders. The Tartar, unwilling to lofe his own horfe, undertook to 
lave thofe of his companions, who leaving them with him, imme- 
diately went into the boats, and rowed down the ftream about eight 
miles, to the point where the Coftimbuzar and .jelingeer rivers 
unite-, here theyfound:a party of foldiers with feme boats, difpatched 
to efcort them to the army. Having thus efcaped out of the reach of 
danger, they took fome refrefhment, and continued their way before 
dav-break, in the boats with the foldiers ; and the next day, at 
three in the afternoon, joined the army at Culnah, a town about 15- 

3 miles 
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miles to tlic nortli of Huglilcy. Mr. .Watts, imraecliatcly on his ar- 
rival, lent hack oncofliis owji meflengers, who.clianccd to be in the 
camp, to Muxadavad, with intelligence of his own fafety,. and of ' 
tlic approach of the. army. The Armenian Petrus, with the mefleii- - 
ger from Meet* Jidlicr, arrived the fame day.. Tlic Tartar, with the- 
grooms, foon found a boat in which they embarked, and holding the • 
horfe.s with the bridles lengthened, fwam .them all fafely acrofs the : 
river ; they joined the army the day. after Mr.. Watts.. 

Intelligence of their flight was carried . to • the Nabob early in the 
morning after their departure, juft as he. was about to commence- 
hortilities againft Mccr Jafficr. The Information overwhelmed him. 
with aftoninmicnt.and terror for it convinced him.at,once of what ' 
he liad hitherto difbelicvcd, that the EngUfli were confederated with > 
Jafficr; and feeing now the whole, extent of his danger, . magnified i 
by his own. timidity, he determined, if pofliblc, to feparate. their ■ 
union ; and. immediately revoking the orders to attack Jaffier, he • 
employed emifiaries to treat with him. At the fame time feveralc 
of the Nabob’s officers, on whofc fricndfliip Jaffier relied, were ex-- 
horting him to a reconciliation ; to which he fecmingly agreed, but,., 
either through fufpicion or fcorn,. refufed to.vifit the Nabob.. Such, 
an objcclion at any other fcafou would have excluded all further -in- 
tcrcourfe; but the Nabob, . rclinquifliing Ids ftate, went to die pa-- 
lacc of Jaffier with a . retinue not.fufficient to. ^ve umbrage. This . 
vifit produccd .au agreement, fandtified,- as ufual,.,by mutual oaths • 
on the Koran.'. Jaffier promifed neither to join or give affiftance to ■ 
tlic Englifli in the impending conteft ; the Nabob to permit him as 
fi)on as peace fliould be reftored, .to retire unmolefted out of the pro- ■ 
vince with his family and treafures. . This inter\dew was- on the • 
15 th, . and precarious as the reconciliation was, .it. elated the Nabob 
fb much, that he immediately wrote in terms of defiance to Colonel ■ 
Clive, although he had not received the maiiifefto fraught with ac-- 
cufatlons, , which Clive had difpatclied to 1dm -on leaving Chander-- 
nagorc. “ He reproached the Englifli, in the fharpeft invedtives, .. 

with the flight of Mr. Wiitts. Sufpicion,” he.faid, “ that .fbme.- 
“ trick was intended, , had been the real .caufc which liad induced . 

“ himi 
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“ him' to keep his army fo long atPlaffy ; but God aiid the Prophet 
“ would punifh thofe 'bywhom the treaty was violated.” He at 
the fame time ordered his whole army, in which were now included 
the troops of Jaffier, to affemble with the litmoft diligence at their 
former encampments at'Plafly, and fent orders to Mr. Law, who 
was 'waiting with his party at Bogiipore, to come to his affiftance 
with the utmoft expedition. • ' 

The Englilh army arrived' and halted on the. 'i 6th at jPatlee, a 
town on ' the weftern (hore 6P the’ river of Goffimbuzar, • about fix 
miles above the jundion of \this with the Jelirtgeer river. Twelve 
miles above Patlee, on the- fame fliore, is the'jfort of Cutwah ; the 
walls of which' were only of mud; but it commanded the . paflfage 
of the river* The governor of this /fort’ had pfomiled^toTurren’der 
after .a- little .pretended reififtance, and Major Coote was- font forward 
on the 17th \vith 200 'Europeans, 500 Bepoys, one ^eld-piece, ■ arid 
a fmall mortar, to fummon the place. ‘The town of Cutwah lies 
about -300 yards Ibuth of the fort, arid ' is ieparated from it by. the 
Ag^, a ' river which takes rife in the lii^h lands of Berbohin. 
The' detachment larided'at midnight, and found the town - abandoned ; 
but not being ‘able to make ufe either 'of the field-piece or ' mortar, 
•becaufe fome 'Of theip appurtenances had been 'left behind, 'remained 
■quiet until :day'-brcak, when Major- Goote-werit- to‘ the bank - of the 
river, -and waved a' white •' flag, ' which' for fome- time -wasianfwered 
only by fliot. -However, the-governor-at length came *down to the 
oppofite bank, bur inftead'of compliance, -defied the attack. -As loon 
as’ he was returned into the fort, the Sepoys "crofled the river, and, 
under -Ihelter- of -a ridge, ' fired upon the ramparts, whillft the Euro- 
peans marched to the left, in order to' ford at' fome diftance from the 
fort. As foon as the- garrifon faw' them entering the- river, • they, fet 
. fire to a filed of matts, which : had been raifed to protcdl: the walls 
from the fun and rain, and as foon' asiaih parts were in a blaze, they 
• made their efcape to the northward. -Within- the fort, and in"le- 
veral granaries in the neighbourhood, was ' found '.as much rice as 
•would fuftain ro,ooo men- for . a year. The main body of the army 
-arrived at Cutwah -in the. evening, and -encamped .:on ' the - plain ; 

but 
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l)ut the next claj' the rainy fealbn began with fucli violence, that 
they were obliged to jflrikc their tents, and flieltcr thcmfclves in 
the huts and houfes of the town. 

The Nabob’s troops feeing in the impcndiitg warfltre no profpccl: 
of plunder, as in the lacking' of Calcutta, and much more danger, 
clamoroufly refufed to quit the city, until the arrears of their pay 
were difeharged : this tumult lafted three days, nor was it appealed 
\u\til they had obtained a large dlftribution of money. Colonel Clive 
had dilpatched a letter every day lince he left Chandernagore, in- 
forming Meet Jaflier of his progrefs and flations, but he had hither- 
to received only one letter fromJanier,which arrived on the 1 7th, and 
was dated the day before. In this Jalilcr acknowledged his feeming 
reconciliation witli tlic Nabob, and his oath not to afiift die Englifh 
.againll him ; but laid, ncvertliclcfs, that the purport of his covenant 
■witli tlicm mufl be carried into execution. This ambiguous com- 
munication, at fo dccifivc a time, made Colonel Clive fufpeft that 
he might betray the Englifli, by leaguing with the Nabob, and de- 
termined him not to crofs the river into the ifland of Coflimbuzar 
■until this doubt Ihould be removed. Tlie two next days pafled in 
dil'appointcd expetflations of fiirthcr intelligence ; but, on the 20th, 
returned the meflenger whom Mr. Watts had difpatched to Muxa- 
davad on his arrival at Culnah. He reported, that he had been in- 
troduced to Mecr Jafficr and liis fon Mcirum, in a private court of 
their palace, into which, as foon as they began to queftioii him, 
came fome other perfons, whom he fuppofed to belong to tlie Na- 
bob ; for, as foon as they appeared, Mcirum threatened to cut ofl'his 
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“ Englifli army, and cut off its communication witli Calcutta, when 
“ diftrcfll'S not yet forefeen miglit ruin it as cflcdlually as the lofs 
“ of a battle. Me llicrcfore advifed, that they fliould cither ad- 
“ vance and decide the contefl: immediateh', or immediately return 
“ to Calcutta.” It is very rare that a council of war decides for 
battle; for as tlic commander never confults liis officers in this au- 
thentic form, but when great difficulties are to be furmounted, the 
general communication incrcalcs the fenfc of rifque and danger 
which every one brings witli him to the confultation. Thirteen 
officers were ag-ainfi:, .and only feveii voted for immediate adion. The 
landion t>f this council in no wife alleviated the anxieties of Clive ; 
for, as foon as it broke up, he retired alone into the adjoining grove, 
where he remained near an hour in deep meditation, which con- 
vinced him of the abfurdity of flopping wlicrc he was ; and ading 
now entirely from himfelf, he gave orders, on his return to his quar- 
ters, that the army fliould crofs the river the next morning. 

The fick were lodged in the fort of Cuttvah, and at fun-rife, on 
the 2 2d, the army began to pafs : all were landed on the oppofite 
fltore by four in the afternoon, at which time another meflenger ar- 
rived with a letter from Jaffier, which had likewife been difpatched 
on the 19th, but had taken bye-roads, and was delayed by other pre- 
c.iutions. The purport was, “ That the Nabob had halted at Mun- 
“ oarra, a village fix miles to the fouth of Coffimbuzar, and intended 
“ to entrench and wait tlic event at that place, where Jaffier pro-- 
“ pofed that the Englifh fhould attack him by furjirize, marching 
round by the inland part of the ifland.” Colonel Clive imme- 
diately fent back the meflenger with this anfwer, “ That he fliould 
“ marcli to Plafl}’- without delay, and would the next morning ad- 
“ vance fix miles farther to tlic village of Daudpoor ; but if Meer 
“Jaffier did not join him there, he would make peace with the 
“ Nabob.” Accordingly the troops proceeded before fun-fet, con- 
rbrming their march to the progrefs of the boats, which, as before, 
were towed againfl the flream ; and having, by unceafing toil, ad- 
vanced fifteen miles in eight hours, arrived at one in the morning 
At Plafly* The army immediately took pofleffion of the adjoining 
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grove, when, to their great furprize, the continual found of drums, 
clarions, and cymbals, which always accompany the night watches 
of an Indian camp, convinced them .that they were within a mile 
of the Nabob'^s army. His intention to remain- at Muncarra,. had 
V afifeii from a fuppofition that the Englifli would advance imme- 
diatel}’^ afirer they had taken Cutwah, .and would arrive at Plafly 
before his own could get there but as foon- as he found that they 
were not fo a£tive,- he continued his march,, and arrived at the camp 
of PlaSy twelve hours before them^ 

The guards and centinels being ftationed, the reft of the troops 
were permitted to take reft. The foldiers flept but few «of the- 
officers, and leaft of all the . commander. On the other hand, the 
defpondcncy of the Nabob increafed as-the liour of danger approached.- 
Sitting in his tent in the evening of his arrival at the camp, it chanced* 
'"that his attendants quitted him oiie after another in order to fay their 
ufual .prayers at fun-fet, until they left him quite albiie ; when a' 
common fellow, either' through ignorance, or with an intention tO' 
fteal, entered the tent unperceived, until he was difeovered' by the* 
Nabob who fhirting from the gloomy reflections in which he was' 

’ abforbed, ha'ftily recalled his attendants with tliis. emphatic excla-- 
mation, “• Sure tliey fee me dead.”' 

The grove of Plafly extended north and fouth about 800 yard's hr. 
length, and 300 in breadth, and was planted with mango-trees,, in? 
regular ro-^vs. It was mcloled hy a flight bank and ditch, but the. 
ditch was choaked with coarfe weeds and brambles. The angle to? 
the fouth-weft was 200- yards fforn the river,, but that to the north- 
v^eft liot more than 50.. A little to the north of the grove,, and oiv 
the bank of the river,, flood a hunting-houle of the Nabob’s, encom- 
pafled. by a garden-walL The river, a mile before it reaches, this 
houfe, curves to the fouth-weft nearly in the fliape of an horfe-flioe,, 
including a peninfula about three miles in circumference,, of which 
the neck, from the ftream to tlie ftream again, is- not more than a-’ 
quarter of a mile acrofs.. About 300 yinds. to the fouth. of tlie pe*?- 
ninfula, began an entrenchment, which Roydoolub llad thrown up- 
to fecure liis- camp .: the fouthern face, frontmg the grove of Plafly,.. 

2 extended ' 
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left of the hillock near their camp, to the gronncl about ■ 800 yards 
call of thc.foiithcrn angle of the grove of I?Jafly : and in this part 
were the troops of Mecr Jafficr, Roydooliib, and Lattcc. Jn all the 
openings between the columns were interfpeyfccl the artillery, two, 
thi'cc, and four pieces toget her. 

Colojicl Clive, viewing the enemy’s ni-ray from the top of the hunt- 
ing’-houfe, was llirprizcd at their numbers, as well as the fplcndor and 
cojilidcnce of their array; but judging, that if his own troops remained 
in the grove, the enemy would imjnitc the caution to fear, and grow 
bolder, he drew them up in a line with the hunting-houfc, and 
facing to the nearefl tank. They were poo Europeans, of ivhom 
100 were artillery-men, and 50 were failors ; loo Topafics, and 
2100 Sepoys ; the artillciy were eight field-pieces, all fix-^pounders, 
and two howitz : the Topafles were blended in the battalion with 
the Europeans, the'failors aflifted the artillery-men. The battalion 
with three ficld^picces on the fight, and the lame number on their 
left, were in the centre on the right and left ,oF ’ivhich extended 
the Sepoys in. two equal divifions. The other: two field-pieces and 
thehowitzes were advanced 200 yards in front of the Jeftdivilion of 
Sepoys, and polled behind two brick-kilns. This line extended 600 
yards beyond the I’ight of the grove.; bul(5>ihc dillancc of the enemy 
in ,thw quarter,, proven ted any danger of their filling upon the flank 
before whatfoever troops were ordered could fall back, and range 
along the call fide of the grove. The firh fiiot was fired by the 
• enemy, at eight o’clock, from the tank ;,it killed one, and wounded 
rvnothcr of the grenadier company, which was jiofied on the fight 
of .the battalion. This, as a fignal, was followed by the continual 
'fire of the rcH of the Nabob’s artillciy on the plain. But mofl: of 
their fliot flew too high. The two advanced field-pieces anfwcred 
the fire from the tank, and thofc with the 'battalion aded again!]: 
the different divifions of heavy artillery on the plain ; but firing out 
-of the reach of point-blank fiiot, hit none of the enemy’s guns ; 
ncvcrthclefs, every fiiot .took place, either in one or other of tlic 
•bodies of infantry or cavalry. But ten for one killed, was no ad- 
wautage in fuch a dilparity of numbers, and in half an hour the 
3 Englifii 
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E'nglifli loil: I o Europeans, and 20 Sepoys; on whicli Colonel Clive 
ordered the wliolc army lo retire into the grove. The enemy elated 
by this retreat, advanced their heavy artillery nearer, and fired with 
greater vivacity than before ; but their fliot only ftruck the trees’; 
ihr the troops were ordered to fit down, wliilfl: the field-pieces alone 
anfwcred the enemy’s cannon from behind the bank. Explofions 
of powder were frequently obferved amongfl: their artillery. At 
eleven o’clock Colonel Clive confiilted his officers at the drum- 
head; and It was rcfolvcd to maintain the cannonade during the day, 
hut at midnight to attack the Nabob’s camp.. About noon a very 
heavy fliowcr covered the plain, and very foon damaged the enemy’s 
powder fb much, that their lire flackened continually ;.butthcEngIifh 
ammunition ferved on. The Nabob had remained in his tent out of 
tile reach of danger, continually flattered by his attendants andbfficero, 
of whom one half were traitors, with afTurances of viftory; but about 
noon he was informed, that Mcer Murdeen, the befl: and moft faith- 
ful of his generals, was mortally wounded by a cannon-ball. The 
misfortune diflurbed him- to excefs ; he immediately font for. Meer 
Jafficr ; and as fbon as he entered the tent,, flung his turband on the 
ground, faying, “ Jafficr, that turband you mufl: defend.” The 
other bowed, and with his hands on his breaft, promifed his utmofl 
fendees ; and returning to his troops and aflbeiates immediately dif^ 
patched a letter to Colonel Clive, informing him of what had paffed; 
and advifing him either to pufli forward in the inftant, or at all 
events, to attack the Nabob’s camp at three the next morning ; but 
the meflenger was -afraid to proceed whilfl: the firing continued. In 
the mean time, the terrors of the Nabob incrcafed continual!}'’ : Roy- 
doolub taking advantage of them, counfellcd him. to return to his 
capital : his advice prevailed, and the Nabob ordered the army to re- 
treat into the intrcnchments. 

Accordingly, about two o’clock, the enemy ceafed the cannonade,' 
and’were perceived yoking the trains of oxen to their artillery, and 
as fbon as thefe were in motion, their whole army turned and pro- 
ceeded flowly towards the camp. But Sinfray with his • party' and 
field-pieces .ftill. maintained his poll at the tank. This was a good 

' ftation. 
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.'ftation to cannonade . the .enemy from, during their retreat; and 
Major Kilpatrick impatient .to feize the opportunity, advanced from 
rthe grove, with two companies of the battalion,- and two field-pieces, 
^marching faft towards ^the tank, and fent information of his intention, 
4 ind the .reafon of it, to his commander, who chanced at this time 
:to be. lying down in the hunting-houfe. Some fay he was afleep ; 
■which is npt impi'obable, confidering how little reft he had had for 
,fo many hours before.; but this is no imputation either againft his 
-courage or conduft. Starting up, he ran immediately to the detach- 
ment, reprimanded- .Kilpatrick fliarply for, making fuch a motion 
.without his prders, commanded him to return to the grove,' and bring 
•.up the reft of ;the army ; and then proceeded himfelf with the de- 
tachment .to the tank; which Sinfray, feeing his party left without 
fupport, abandoned ; and retreated to the redoubt of the intrefich- 
anent, where he planted his field-pieces ready to aft again. 

As the main body. of the Englifli troops were advancing to the 
•tank, that part of the Nabob’s army, which in the beginning of the 
aftion had formed oppofite to the Ibuth-eaft angle .of the grove of 
Plafly, lingered in the retreat behind the reft, and when they had 
palTed the parallel, of the grove, halted, faced, and advanced towards 
the north-eaft angle. Thefe were the troops of Meerjaffier; but 
their fignals not being underftood, i? was fuppofed that they intended 
to fall upon the baggage and boats at the grove, whilft the Englifh 
.army were engaged at the tank. Three platoons of the line, whilft 
in march, and a field-piece, were detached to oppofe them, under the 
.command of Captain Grant and Lieutenant Rumbold -; and Mr. John 
Johnftone, a volunteer, managed the field-piece, the fire of which 
jfbon ftopped the . approach of the iiippofed enemy. Mean while the 
.army being, arrived at the tank, .got all their field-pieces upon the 
mound, and from thence began to cannonade -into the Nabob’s camp; 
-on which -many :of the troops came again out of the intrenchment, 
and feveral pieces of their; artillery were like-wife preparing to return ;• 
.on this. Colonel Clive advanced nearer, and pofted half his troops 
and artillery at the leffer tank, and the other half at a rifing. ground 
^-about 200 yards to .the . left: of.it. Prom thefe ftations the cannpnade 
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\\'ns ivjicwcil with more cfliency than' before, and killed many of tlic 
own which were drawing tlic artillery, which threw all the trains 
that were approaching into difbrder. -On the other hand, the 
FrcnciimcJi with Sinfray jdyed their field-pieces from the redoubt ; 
and matchlocks from the intrcnchmcnts, from ditclies, hollows, and 
every hole or flwltcr, as alfo from the bnflics on the hillock cafl: of 
tlic redoubt, kept \jp a conflant although irregular fire, whilfi: the 
cavalry advanced feveral limes threatening to charge fword in hand, 
but were always flopped and rcpulfed by the quick firing of the 
field-pieces. Ncverllielefs, the Englifli fuftered as much in this, as 
ilu'v had during all the former operations of the da3^ .At length 
the troops of Jaifier ajqnared moving away From the’ field of battle, 
without joining the rcll of the Nabob’s army ; which convincing 
Colonel Clive who they were, he determined to make one vigorous 
efiort for vi«floiy by attacking at once Sinfray’s redoubt, -and the 
emitKiicc to the eadward of it, in the cover of which an ambufeade 
was ful'pcclcd. Two divilions of the army were appointed to the 
two attacks, and the main body advanced in the centre ready to 
fupport boili, and to nfl, as occafion fliould offer, of itfclf. The 
divifion on tlic right gained the eminence without firing or receiving 
a finglc fiiot. At the fame time the left marciicd up to the redoubt, 
which Sinfray, finding himfelf again deferted’ by his allies, quitted 
without farther rcfiflance, and without carrying off his field-pieces. 
Thus the whole of the Englifli arni}’^ entered the camp at five o’clock, 
without other obilaclc than what they met from tents, artilleiy, 
baggage, and /lores, difperfed around them, and abandoned by an 
aiTny which out-numbered them ten to one, and were flidng before 
them on all fidet; in the utmo/l confufion. 

The caufe of this fudden panic was the flight of the Nabob, who 
hcariiig that Mcer Jaflier remained inadlivc on the plain, and that 
the Englifli were advancing' to /lorm his camp, mounted a camel, 
and fled at the utmofl; jiace of tiie animal, accompanied by about 
2000 horfemcn. The vicloiy was decided, and was confirmed bj'^ 
•the arrival of the mefi'enger with the letter fcht by Mcer Jaflier at 
VoL. 'll. A. a .noon;; 
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noon.;’ foon after came another^ yt^hom Colonel. Clive immediately, 
returned with a note, requefting Mcer J'affier. to meet: him’ the next- 
morning atDaudpqre.. ■ 

TheBnglifli foldiers being told’, that- they lliould receive a. dona^. 
tipn of money, received the orders, to . march on. to-Daudpore with 
acclamations, lior fhewed any defire to ftop for the plunder which 
lay fpread around them.. They halted j however, until, the commifr 
faries had.taken .poflelfiqn of as many oxen .as fnfficed for, all the.artilr*- 
lery and cai-r^ges of the army.: their own being.much infeript.to, the. 
Nabob’s. A detachment was lent forward,- under Major Cootc,; tOv 
purfue, or. rather tp ob^rye if the enerny rallied ; and’ the { whole-. 
army arrived |al\ eight o’clock, and.refied at Daudpore. This inapor- 
tant;vi£toiy was gained with little lofs. Only i '6 Sepoys were-killed^., 
and 36 wounded, .many of whom .{lightly. : and of the Europeans, 
'about 20 were killed .aiid wounded of -which number, fix of the - 
killed, and teii of .the wounded, were of the artillery, as.were lilps- 
wife the .only two officers whp w^re wpundqd during the. different; • 
operations of the day. ' ' • 

in ,the morning. Colonel Clive, deputed JVTr. Scrafton.and Omarbeg; 
to condu6t Meer Jaffier to .Dau.dppre, who received. ; them wjth -.rer. 
ferve, and an air of anxiety, as if., he.apprehended, thatthe-Englifii:; 
refented his conduft,. in not, having joined .them, conformably, to his^. 
piromifes 5, he j however,- immediately, proceeded, with- thern - jto Dandr? . - 
pore, accompanied by. his .fon. Meirum, and, his, ufual, retinue... 
On entering the Engli{h..camp,, he alighted -from .hjis elephantj and'. , 
the guard drew out, and refted themarips,. to. receive him . with; -.the 
ufiial honours. Not knowing the,. meaning of this compliment,- he;- 
{larted back, as if he thought’. it .a preparation to - his,, dqftruflion.;, 
but. Colonel .. Clive, advancing. Haftily, embraced,: and faluted him 
idabob of Bengal, Behar,' and; Orixa, \vhich removed .his fears.. 
They conferred about an hour, he making fome apologies,, and, the-. 
Colonel no. reproaches ; but, advifed him to proceed. immediately to-, 
the city, and not toTufier Surajah Dowlah to efcape, npr.his.treafures.; 
to be plundered. Meer. Jaffier returning to -his .troops, .haftened with: . 
them to Muxadavad,- and arrived there in the evening, tha.t:is, of 
4 the 
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the 24th. Colonel Clive then dilpatched letters to Roydoolub, Latty, 
and Monickchund, and to Monickchund he promifed that no en- 
quiry fhoiild.be made concerning the plunder of Calcutta. The army 
proceeded in the afternoon, and halted fix miles beyond Daudporc. 

Surajah Dowlah got to the city before . the midnight after the 
battle ; and not a few of his principal officers arrived there almoft 
as foon as himfelf. Thefe he aflembled in council. Some advifed 
him to deliver himfelf up to the Englifh, which he imputed to trea- 
chery ; others propofed, that he fhould encourage the army by the 
offer of great rewards, and appear again at their head in the morn- 
ing. This he feemed to approve, and, having ordered an immediate 
diftribution of three months pay to the troops, difmifled the council, 
and retired into the feraglio, where, left to his own refleft'ions and 
his women, his terrors returned. 

The next morning, the 24th, he fent away his women, with 50 
elephants laden with their furniture and neceflaries, and with them 
a great part of his own jewels, and fome gold rupees : and determined 
to efcape himfelf in . the night ; but, having loft all confidence in 
every officer of diftinftion, whofe fortunes either he himfelf or his 
grandfather had made, he intrufted his intentions only to the eunuch 
who governed his feraglio. The ai rival of Meer Jaffier in the even- 
ing, although he attempted nothing immediately, haftened die 
Nabob’s departure. Having difguifed himfelf in a mean drefs., he 
went fecretly at ten o’clock at night out of a window, carrying a 
cafket of his moft valuable jewels, and attended only by his favourite 
concubine and the eunuch. They got undifeovered into a boat, wiiich 
the eunuch had prepared at the wharf of the palace ; it immediately 
rowed away to the northward. It was his intention to efcape to Mn 
Law, and with him to Patna, the governor of which province was a 
faithful adherent to his family. At midnight, Meer Jaffier was in- 
formed of his flight, and immediatdy fent feveral parties in purfuit 
of him. In the morning, the whole city was in confufion, iio one 
knowing what was become of their late Nabob, and not perceiving 
his ftafion occupied by any other. Moonlol, and feveral others of 
4he Nabob’s familiars, were taken, in the forenoon, endeavouring to 
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their efcape; and the next clay .the women, with the dephantg be.- 
longing to the feragijo, which the Nabob had fent. away previous .to 
his c)wn departure, were ftppped by fome of Meer Jafficr’s troops at 
Bogwongolla, a town on the great arm of the Ganges, 15 miles to. 
the N. E. of Muxadavad. .. .( • 

The .Englifh army arrived at noon, the 25th, 'and halted atMau- 
dipoor, from whence Colonel Clive feat forward Mr. Watts ancl Mr. 
Walfh, attended by loo Sepoys ; they arrived at three in the afternoon, 
in ,the city, and vifited Meer Jafliei-j, who then dilpatched mqre 
parties in purfuit of Surajah Powlah* Their vifit convinced the in- 
habitants whom they were to look up to as their, future lord, and 
their exhortations, feconded by the vicinity of the Englifh army> 
encouraged Meer Jafficr to proclaim himfelf Nabob. 

The next day, the 26th, Watts and Walfh vifited the, > 9 ca/s, where 
they met Meer Jaffier and Roydoolub, and conferred concerning the 
payment of the fllpulated monies, butE;Oydoolub infiflcd. pertinacioufly. 
that the v/hole amount of Surajah Dowlah’s treafures. was not fuffi- 
cient 'to fupply it. The reflitution, with the donation^ to the fqua- 
dron, the army, and the committee, amounted to 2.2,000,000. of 
Secca rupees, equal to 2,750,000 pounds. But other donations were 
promifed, which have fince been the foundation, of feveral fortunes, 
although not then, publicly avowed, 

Mr. Watts propofed, that the Scats fliould fupply the deficiency,- 
and repay tbcmfelves out of the future revenues. Roydoolub. re-, 
plied, that the Seats could not advance crorcs of rupees ; a emre is 
10,000,000. His objedlions raifed as unfavourable prejudices of bis 
charafler, as were entertained of Omichund ; but. the next day, the 
27tli, the deputies had real caufc to think evil of him ; for the Seats 
font Rungcct Roy to inform them, that a confuJtation had l)ccn 
held in the night, between Roydoolub, Mecrum the fon of Meer 
Jafficr, and Cucldum Huffain Cawn, an officer of diflinftion, in. 
which it was propofed to afiiiffinate Colonel Clive, who intended to 
have gone to the city thaKday ; but changed his refolution on this 
notice, and waited all the next at Coffimbir/ar for fartlier in-- 
formation concerning this plot; during v/hich, his apprebenfions 

were 
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%vcrc removed, hut by ^vhat intelligence we do not know. On tlie 
29th in the morning, he entered tlic city, clcortcd by 200 of the 
battalion and 300 Sepoys, and proceeded to the habitation allotted 
for him. It was a palace and a garden, called Moraiidbaug, and 
fpacious enough to accommodate all the troops which accom- 
panied him. Here he was immediately vifited by Meerum, witli 
•whom he went to the palace of the late Nabob, wlicre Meer 
Jaflicr with all the great olficers in the city were waiting for him. 
In the hall of audience was lixcd the Mufnud or throne, in which 
Surajah Dowlah ufed to appear in public. Jafficr, after the firft fa- 
lutaiion at thccntrancc, returned towards the inner partof the hall with 
Colonel Clive, and feemed defirous to avoid the MtifnuH, which 
Clive perceiving, led him to it, and having placed him on it, made 
obeifance to him, as Nabob of the provinces, in the ufual forms, 
and prefented a plate with gold rupees : he then, by an interpreter, 
exhorted the great men to be joyful that fortune had given them fo 
good a prince, in exhange for fuch a tyrant as Surajah Dowlah ; on 
which they likewife paid homage, and prefented gold. Tlie next 
morning Jallicr vifitcd Clive, and conferred with him on the Hate 
of the trcalury, allcdging, as Roydoolub had done, that there was. 
!iot fufficient to anfwcr all his engagements to the Englifli, but 
that he was ncvcrthclefs ready to agree to any rcalbnablc accommo- 
dation. . Clive propofed, and J.afficr agreed, to refer the matter to 
the Seats ; and, in order to extinguifli as foon as po.flible this brand of 
contention, they proceeded immediately to -the iioufe of tht Seats, 
accompanied by Watts, Scrafton,, Meerum, and Roydoolub. Omir 
chund, who was attending, followed, -thinking himfelf, at this very • 
time, in as high a degree of eftimation with Clive, as anj’- one who 
had contributed tp the revolution; but, on • bJs arrival at the . 

finding that- he was not invited to the carpet where the others were 
in conference, he fat, down at a diftance near the outward part of the 
hall." 

The treaties, as written in Pcrfic and Eriglifh, -were read, explained, 
and acknowledged. After much converfatidn, Roydoolub infilling 1 
always on the fcantinefs of the treafury, it was agreed that one half 

of • 
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of the money oftipiilatloiis fliOuld be paid immediately; two' thirds 
of this half in coin, and. one third in jewels, plate, and effedts, at a 
va'luaBon ; but that the other half flioiild be difcharged in ‘thj-ee years 
at three . equal payments: Roydoolnb was allowed a commiffion of 
five in the hundred on the fums for reftituHon, which amounted to 
1 7,700,000 rupees, and this was one of the gratuities which had been 
held out to Omichund. The conference being ended, Clive and 
Scrafton went' towards Omichund, who was waiting in full alTurahce 
of hearing the glad tidings of his good fortune ; when Clive faid, “ It 
is now time to undeceive Omichund on which, Scrafton laid to 
him in the Indoftan' langviage, Omichund, the red paper is atridc; 
“ you are to have nothing.” Thefe words overpowered hiiii like a 
blaft of fulphur ; he funic back, fainting, and would have fallen to 
the ground, had not one of his attendants caught him in his arms^ 
they carried him to his palahkin, in whicli they coveyed him to his 
houfe, where he remained many hours in ftupid melancholy, and 
began to fliew fome fymptoms of infanity. Some days after, he 
vifited Colonel Clive, who advifed Kim to make a pilgrimage to fome 
pagnda ; which he accordingly did fooii after, to a famous one near 
Maulda: he went, and returned infane, his mind every day more 
and more approaching to, idiotifm; and, contrary to the ufual 
manneis of old age in Indoftan, Hill more to the former excellence 
-of his nnderftanding, he delighted in being continually drefled in 
the richeft garments, and ornamented with the moft coftly jewels. 
In this Hate of imbecillity, he died about a year and a half after the 
fiiock of his difappointment.T Grounded on his importance, by- 
knowing the fecret, he held out the terror’ of betraying it, to fecure 
•his own advantages. Whether he would have betraj'-ed it, if re- 
■fufed, is uncertain : for part of his fortune was in the power of 
the Englifli, and he had the utmofl: vengeance of Jaffier and his 
confederkes to fear. However, the experiment Was hot. to be tried. 
But, . on the other hand, as his tales and artifices prevented Sufajah 
Dowlah from believing the . reprefentations of his moft trufty fer- . 
vants, who early fufpeded, and at length were convinced, that 
, the Englilh- were confederated with Jaffier ; the 2:, 000, 000 of 
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nij^ccs he expeded fliould have been paid to Iiirn, and lie left to 
enjoy lliom in oldivion and contempt. 

On the :idof Ttily? two dayi after the conference at the Sea/T,., 
news came to the city that Surajah Dowlah \^'as taken, and the re- 
port excited murmurs amongfl a great part of the army encamped 
around. 'Bhe rowers of his boat, fatigued with cxceflivc toil, flop- 
ped in the niglit at Rajah Mahal, and the Nabob, with his concu- 
biiU', took flicker in a deferted garden ; where he w.as difeovered 
at break of day by a man of mean condition, whofe cars he had 
caufed to be cut off^ wlicn at this place about 13 months before 
he took tlie fatal and furious refolution of returning from his in- 
tended expedition againk Purne.'ih, to the defrrudion of Calcutta. 
The injured man reveakd him to the brotlicr of Meer Jafficr, rc- 
fiding in the town, and he to the foldiers who were fecking him. 
They hurried him back to Mux.adavad witli the eager diligence of 
men who knew the value of their prize ; and to recommend them- 
fclvcs kill more to their employers, treated him with every kind’ of 
infolcncc and indignity compatililc with the prefervation of iiis lifc. 
Jji this manner they lirought him, about midniglit, as a common 
felon, into the prefence of Meer Jafficr, in tlic very palace which 
a few days before had been tlic feat of his ov.-n refidence and def- 
potic authority. It is faid rh.at Jafficr feemed to be moved with 
compaftion ; and well he might, • for he owed all his former for- 
tunes to the gcncrofity and .favour of Allaverdy, who died in firm 
reliance, that Jafficr would repay his bounties by attachment and 
fidelity to this his darling adoption ; who, himfclf, to Jaffier at leak, 
was no criminal. Surajah Dowlah prokrated himfclf, and with ex- 
ccfiivc tremor and tears implored for life alone. But Meerum, the 
fon of Jafficr, a youth not fcvcntccn, fierce, barbarous, and in' his 
nature cruel as Surajah Dowlah himfclf, infiked on inkant de'ath'. 
Jafficr ordered the prifoncr to be removedj and the foldiers who had ' 
taken, led. him into a dikant chamber, one of the vilek of the pa- • 
lace, which they guarded in cxpc< 9 :ai;ion of farther orders. Mok of 
the principal men in the government were at this time in the pa- 
lace , fbme to tekify tlicir refpc6ls, others to tranfajk the afiairs of 

their 
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their offices. All thefc Jafficr confultcd. Some, although they 
had before trembled at the frown of. Surajah Dowlah, now dc- 
fpifed the meannefs of his nature, more than 4:hcy had dreaded the 
malignancy of his difpofition*: others,- for -their own fakes, ^did 
not chufc tocncoui-age their new fovereign in dcfpotic a£ls ofblood- 
flied : fome were actuated by veneration . for the memory of Alla- 
verdy : otiicrs wiflicd to preferve Surajah Dowlah, cither as a refourcc 
to thcmfclvcs, or as a reftraint upon. Jafficr all- thefe propofed a 
Itrict but mild imprifonment. But the reft,, who .were more fubtle 
courtiers, fccondcd the opinion of Mecrum, reprefenting the rifqucs 
of revolt and revolution to which the government of Jafficr would 
continually be expofed, whilft .Surajah Dowlah lived. - Jafficr Jiim- 
fclf gave no opinion ; and hlecrum feeing his iinwillingncfs to pro- 
nounce, advifed him to go to rc/t ; and he himfclf would take care 
of the prifoncr. Jafficr, pretending to undcr/tand thefe words as 
if they meant no violence, dlfmiflcd tlic.nflcmbly, .and retired into 
the inward ajiartments of the palace ; when Mecrum privately fent 
one of his own menial fervants, .in whom he mod confided, to the 
guard, with the fatal mandate ; which they received witli the ruth- 
Icfs alacrity of ruffians who murder for- reward. Their boiflcrous 
intrufion into the chamber immediately- convinced Surajah Dowlali 
of ilu'ir purpofc, and the inftant terrors of death threw him into a 
flrong agony of bitter damentation. , At length he recovered luffi- 
citntly to alk leave to .make his ablutions, and to fay his prayers, 
A pot of water ch:uiccd to be near, whicli the executioners, impa- 
tient to perform their work, ,hnfi;ily threw over his head. The Icr- 
vant riien ffruck with ins poignard, and the others finiflicd the maf- 
fnere with tltcir fwords. Jli.s mangled remains were expofed, in the 
morning, througii tlie city, upon an elephant, and then carried to 
tlu- tom!) of /Miaverdy, where they were Iniricd. The populace 
hri'.t Id the prucefiion with awe and condernntion ; and the loldiery, 
h.r.v'ng no longer the option of two lords, accepted the pro:nilc5 of 
Jafiijr, r.j'.d refrained from tumult. 
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Tim? pcriilKtl Sumj.'.h Dowh-jj. in tljo zotli ycnr ofliij; ngc, nnd 
tr.c 151!) monlhol'Iii^ reign, !>y tiu- hnnil.''. of violence, ns his lather 
nml grancir.'.tlu r had jurlll'.ed lx fore him ; and by means nor unlike 
iliofe wliich were employed ,ly hoih his grandfathers to dePn-oy the 
iveir of tlieir hem favTuir^ hy wh.om they, as Jnfhcr hw them, had 
been jinunoted from ohleuriiy to the Iiighefl: ranks of tlic /late. 
'I'herc were f»>und witli his ferret ary coj)ies of the letters he had 
written to Mr. Bull}' in Chicacolc, and to Mr. Law’ in Behar. In one 
to Mr. Bufly, dated a few days nfrer he had Iworn to the peace con- 
cluded with the ICnglilh <in the 6th of I'ehruary, lie prefleth Jiim to 
fend acoc men under i!k command of rnifiy olficers, and in another 
invites him to march, himfelf with liis wliole force into Benoal. To 
Mr. Law lie writc.s loon afti r his dt parlurc into Beliar, and before 
the coniVdeiVtCV atrainll liimli If henan to move, that he is determined 
to att.'.ck the ICnglilh, and orders him to return immediately with 
liis party to Mu.x.ulavail. 'Jyrant as he was, if he had refpetflcd the 
advice of his rnandlathcr .All.iverdv, and not have eweited the detef- 
tation of the Cientoo.?, at iho fame time that he was rendering- liin> 
felf dre.'Jnil to tile principal Mahomedan ollicers of his court, tlic 
I'hicrlilh wv^uld have foutul no alliance lullirient to have ventured the 

O 

j il'que of dethroning him : hut it is probable that the lame iniquity 
of charavfler, which urgcil him to the dell ruvSlion of Calcutta, would 
P-von liave crdled forth other avcni^ers of other atrocious deeds. 

The party of Frenchmen, with Air. Law, advanced from Bogli- 
]iorc as foon as they received the lafl fummons of Surajah Dowlah, 
but 1(1 late, th.at they had not jnifled Tacriagully, wiien they heard 
fomc confulld rejiorts of the hatilc of Plaflj’, on .which Air. Law 
lialtcd, waiting for more certain information. Had he immediately 
jirocccdcd 20 niiles farther, he would the nc.xt day have met and faved 
Surrjali Dowlali, and an order of events, very difterent from thole 
which we have to relate, would in all probability have enfued. After 
waiting two d.a vs at Tacriagully, Air. Law received intelligence that 
he %vas taken ; on which he inimediately marched back into Behar, 
intending- to ofter his Icrvicc to Ramnarain, the vice-nabob of the 


province. 
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Of all the Gentoos whom Allavcrcly had raifed to high appoint-- 
meats, Ramnarain feems to have been the only one, whofc gratituda 
had not been eftraiigcd by the dcfpotic caprices of Surajah Dowlali.. 
But they were connedted by the fame refentments ; for, whilft Sura- 
jah Dovvlah was harbouring grudge againfl; Mccr Jafficr at Muxada-- 
vad, Ramnarain was at variance with a brother, and a brother-in- 
law ofMccrJaffier, who held confidcrable employments at Patna.. 
The knowledge of this animofity had deterred Roydoolub,- although 
conneflied' with Ramnarain by religion as well as bufmefs,- from at-- 
tempting to gain his concurrence to the confederacy; nor docs it' 
appear that Ramnarain knew any thing of it until it was brought to - 
the point of decifion. In the mean while, he* regarded’ the party- 
with Mr. Law as an important refource to Surajah Dowlah,. in cafe-* 
hoftilities fhould be renewed with the Englilh, and had accordingly 
fiipplied them, although fecrctly, with the means of fubfiftancc' 
ever- fince they had' retreated into his province.. The new regency-’ 
at Muxadavad- had, thereforcj no reafoiv' to cx-peft his willing ac- 
quiefcence to the revolution, or not to fulijedb that, he would not 
entertain the party with Mr. Law, and even ftrengthen himfclf ftillJ 
more by alliances- with the neighbouring powers to the weftwarcl,- 
The beft means of averting thefe confequences confifted in fending, 
a detachment expedite and ftrong enough to- dcAroy the French-, 
party before they reached.' Patna, or a force fufficient to deter Ram— 
narain from taking them into his pay when they fliould arrive there. - 
Meer Jaffier, notwithftanding the feeming- acquiefcenCc of the • 
foldiery to his acceffion, was- afraid • to truft any confiderable body of* 
them at- a diftance, and elpecially in the pj-ecarious-province of Be-- 
har ; but was afhanied to acknowledge -his miftruft,. which Clive pene- 
trated, and determined to undertake the expedition with the Englifli; 
troops alone. The detachment confifted of 230 Europeans, three- 
companies each of 100 Sepoys, 50 Lafears, and two field-pieces,, 
both fix-pounders, and' Major Coote was appointed to the command- 
The baggage, ftores, carriages, ammunition,, and provifions, were' 
laden in. 40 boats,, all of which, were very - ill. equipt, whether with> 
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rowers or tackle ; and, neverthelefs, were not ready before the 6tli 
of July, when they left Muxadavad ; by which time the French 
party had got half-\vay to Patna. 

The news of the battle of Plafly w'as brought to Calcutta on the 
a 5 th of June in a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. Drake, the go- 
v-ernor, who immediately communicated it to the council. The 
i^iftory was deemed decilive ; and all reftrainfs of fecrecy being now 
L-emoved, the purport of the treaties were immediately revealed by 
the members of the council to all they met. In a few minutes all 
the inhabitants of the town, imiDatient to hear or tell, were in the 
ftreets. The reftitution of public and private property ; the dona- 
Sons to the fquadron, the army, and individuals ; the grants to the 
company ; the privileges to the Englifli commerce ; the comparifon 
of the profperity of this day with the calamities in which the colony 
was overwhelmed at this veiy feafon in the preceding year : in a 
word, this fudden reverfe and profulion of good fortune intoxicated 
the fteadieft minds, and hurried every one into the cxcefles of in- 
temperate joy ; even envy and hatred forgot their energies, and were 
reconciled, at leaft for a while, to familiarity and good-will ; for 
every one faw that his own portion of advantages was intimately 
and infeparably blended with that of every other perfon in the 
fettlement. • 

The prefidency immediately prepared a velfel to carry thefe wel- 
come tidings to England. Mr. Maningham, w’ho had been deputed 
from Fulta to Madrafs, chancing to return at this time to Calcutta, 
was immediately fent to Muxadavad, where Colonel Clive, Mr. 
Watts, and himfelf, were appointed to ad as a committee in the 
management of all public affairs. Their firft care -was to get the 
money ftipulated by the treaties. Roydoolub perfifled in his afler- 
tions of the fcantinefs of Surajah Dowlah’s treafury, and endea- 
voured to prove them by fads which were not true. At length, 
after a variety of difeuffions and equivocations, the committee by the 
6th of July received, in coined filver, 7,271,6.66 rupees. This trea- 
fure was packed up In 700 chefts, and laden in' 100 boats, which 
proceeded under the care of foldiers to Nudiali from whence they 

B b wexe 



The War of Bengal. ' Book VIL 
were efcorteci by .ill the boats of the rquadron and many otlicrs, 
proceeding with banners difplaycd and • mufick founding, as a tri- 
umphal proceffion, to coiitraft that iirwhich the inhabitants of the 
Ganges had feen Surajah Dowlah returning the year before from the 
deftrnflion of Calcutta. Never before did the ,Englifli nation at 
one time obtain flich a prize in Iblid^ money ; for it amounted (in 
the mint) to 800,000 pounds fterling. From real or pretended dif- 
ficulties, no more money was received until the pth of Auguft, 
when Roydoolub paid 1,655,358 rupees; and on the 30th of the 
fame month he delivered gold, jewels, and cafli, amounting to 
1,599,737 rupees: the three payments amounted to 10,765,737 
rupees. The whole fuin agreed to be paid, as one half of the ftipu- 
lationsof the treaty, was 1 1,350,000 rupees : the deficiency,5 84,905,' 
was ftill delayed ; but the commiflion which had been promifed was. 
paid to Roydoolub. 

During the receipts of the money the committee had likewife at- 
tended to the other articles of the treaty.. A mint was eftabliflicd at 
Calcutta, and the firft rupees were coined there on the 19th of' 
Auguft. ’ Agents were fent to re-eftablifli the fubordinatc fadlorics. . 
Mandates from the Nabob were ifliicd for the freedom of the Eng— 
lifh trade throughout the province, but permitting it only under the. 
ufual paflport of the company’s duftuck, and without exemption-, 
from the former prohibitions of dealing, in any commodities, except-- 
ing fuch as were imported, or were purchafed to-be exported to fea... 
It was difficult to define the limits of the lands ceded to tlic’. com- 
pany, fouth of Calcutta, for they had never been furveyed ■ by the- 
government ; and great quantities of fait being manufafhired in the- 
diftridts neareft the fea, the tenants and renters, who galnedimuch. 
by this commodity, were averfe to the introduftion of new.mafters, , 
who, as merchants, might wifli to appropriate this trade to them- 
felves : their patrons, refenting the lofs of thofe prefents. and ad-- 
vantages, which they received for their protedtion, fuggefltd. every 
obftacle to prevent the Nabob ffom giving thefe diftridls to the* 
Englifh ; and prevailed, fo far, that it was agreed the company fhoulcV 
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not exercife any authority in them, until all the lands had been 
furveyed, and every man’s poffeffion afeertained. 

All the profpciities which, had been imagined on the news of. the' 
battle of Plafly were now realized in Calcutta.. A committee of the 
moft refpcftablc inhabitants were appointed to diftribute the money 
received for the reftitution of the lofles of individuals, and executed 
the office with much diferetion and equity,. Commerce revived 
throughout the fettlement, -and affluence began to fpread in every 
houfe ; but as it is the nature of man to err with great changes 
of fortune, many, not content with the undifputcd advantages ac- 
cruing, from, the revolution, immediately began to trade in fait and 
other articles, which had hitherto been prohibited to all Europeans;, 
and Meer J.affier complained of thefe encroachments within a month . 
after his acceffion, which, although checked for the prefent, were- 
afterwards renewed, and at lafl: produced much more mifcliief than' 
even difinterefted fagacity could have forefeen. 

Admiral Watfon barely lived to fee the effects of thofe fuccefles,, 
to ^yhich his condud had fo much contributed: he died on the 
1 6th of Auguft, after five days- illnefs, of the malignant fever pe- • 
culiar at this fcafon of the year to the lower climate of Bengal.. 
The franknefs and Integrity of his nature, and his zeal for the ho- 
nour of his nation, had endeared him to all ranks of liis country- 
men, wdierefoever he appeared in India. 

In this Interval continual advices had been received ‘ from Major 
Goote of the progrefs of his detachment, which had met with even 
more interruptions than might liave been expeiSled from the inffif- 
iiciencies of the outfet- The boats, for want of rowers, could not 
be towed. as -fall as the troops marched on ffiore, which obliged him, . 
before they, arrived at the head of the ifland of Coffimbuzar, to prefs 
87 men out of three large trading boats which -were coming down 
the river. On the loth of July, which was the 4th day after their; 
departure from Muxadavad, the troops, and on the 1 1 th the boats,, 
arrived at Rajalimahal, 40 miles beyond Muxad-avad, where a bro-- 
ther of Meer Jaffier commanded ; he had fent 120 hoirfe to meet the 
detachment on. the .road, and promiied every other . kind of affiflance, » 

but ■ 



The War OF Bengal. Book VIL 

but siftbrded none. However, 'after five days delay, the boats .were 
.orepaired, but the horfemen -refufed to proceed -without two 'months 
-pay, \yhich Major Cootehad neither -money -or orders tg furnifli : lie 
.therefore continued his march without them on. the 13th, and on 
•the 1 8 th. arrived at Bo^lippre, which is 65 miles from Rjgahmahal. ' 
Here he received intelligence, that- Mr. Law’s party had four 
days before paffed the city of Patna, which is 55 miles beyond 
Boglipore. Major Coote left this place on the 19th, and was followed 
the next day by 60 horfemen, fent by the governor under the com-, 
mand pf-liis fon. • On the 21ft, the horfemen, troops, and boats, ar- 
rived at Mongheir, which by the road is 35 miles farther. The 
garrifon, on the appearance of the detachment, who expeded to 
have been admitted into the fort, manned the raniparts, .and fhewed 
their lighted matches, which - obliged the troops- to march round 
the walls. On 'the 23d they arrived at Burhia, 30 miles farther on. 

■ By .this time.fo manyniifchances had happened to -the fleet of boats, 
feveral having been loft, others ftranded, and fbme continually 
.breaking from the towing lines, that Major Coote landed the field- 
pieces and amniunition at Burhia, and the fame evening proceeded 
fix miles farther to’ Darriapore. At two in the afternoon -of the 
next day the troops arrived at • Panarack, ii miles farther. 
Daring this marCh all the European foldiers were, holding mutinous 
language in complaints of their hardfhips and fatigues. Major Coote, 
impatient to reach Patna, refolved to referve their chaftifement until 
he arrived there, but, as an immediate dilgrace, put them alMnto the ’ 
.boats, and the fame evening marched himfelfat the head ofthe Sepoys 
5 miles farther to the town of ‘Bahar. Proceeding w-ith them the next 
day, which was the 25fh, whilft the Europeans v/ere following at 
leifure, he arrived at night at 'Futwah, which is 26 miles- from 
Bahar, and only feven from Patna. During this day’s march lie 
received two letters, -and they were the firft, from Ramnaralm, apo- 
logizing for the efcape. of the French parly, and imputing it to the 
want of timely notice from Meer Jaffier. . Soon after a deputation 
of his principal officers arrived at Futwah, under the pretence of 
compliment, but in reality to obfcrve the force, and difcover the 
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mtentlons, of Major Coote. They informed him that Ramnarain. 
had returned only two' days before from an expedition againft two 
.difobedient chiefs of Moy and Sader, whofe diftrids lay about 30 
miles fouth-eaft of Patna ; that immediately on his return he. had' 
proclaimed Meer Jaffier Nabob of Bengal, Behar,. and Orixa; that 
he had font forward 2000 of his troops, horfe and. foot,, in purfuit of 
]\lr. ’Law,, and that he had. dilbanded the greateft part, of the reft». 
The next day, the 26th, at ten. in the forenoon, the whole detach- 
ment, as well as the boats, arrived at the.Englifli faftory, which is- 
a fpacious building fituated on the bank of the river, juft without the- 
weftern wall, of the city. Major Coote immediately prepared to- 
vifit Ramnarain, but was- prevented by a meflage, defiring him to- 
take forae repofe,. and to defer his vifit until the next, day : in. the 
afternoon three Europeans and fome Sepoys, who wei-e leading fome' 
cattle to the fadtoiy, were, without provocation, aflaulted and woun- 
ded by a number of Peons belonging to the garrifon. Complaint 
was immediately made to Ramnarain, who fhewed no inclination to 
redrefs the outrage ; and moreover defired Major Coote not to. vifit 
him, as was intended, the next day, left the ceremonial ffiould give- 
occafion to quarrels bet\vixt their refpedtive attendants. An Englifli 
officer, likewife, walking In the town, overheard Uvo men of con- 
dition, who did not fuppofe him to underftand their- language,, 
talking of a defign to maffacre the Engllfti detachment. In the 
night many of the Europeans got drunk, and 30 of the moft dlfor- 
derly, who had likewife been foremoft in the mutiny on the road, 
were fclefted, and confined for puniffiment. 

The next day Major Coote conferred with Mahmud Amy the 
brother, and Meer Coflum, the brother in law, of Meer Jaffier.. 
They informed him that the French party might eafily have been 
ftopped, if Ramnarain had fo. willed;, that, on hearing- of the death 
of Surajah Dowlah, he had fent to Sujah Dowlah, the. neighbour- 
ing and powerful fubah of Oude, propofing to render himfelf inde- 
pendent of Bengal, if Sujah Dowlah would affift. him with his 
forces, and requefting him to proteft the French party on the fron- 
tiers, until it might be-neceffary to recal them to Patna; that Su- 
3 > jah. 
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Dovrlah encouraged his views. bv.t was pre^yented bj events, 
v.'!i:ch more immediatelv concerned himfelf. from marching with 
his r-rmv into Eahar. Thev likewiie averted that P-amnarain Iiad 
-confuitca ins c-onSdents on the means of oefiroving the Engli£h de- 
tachment. This information determined the Ixlajor to proceed with 
all elpedition to the frontiers of Onde. 

The next dav the 30 mutineers were tried and Sagged ; this pn- 
niihment vras judged adequate to their onence, becaule of the great 
fatigues titej had endured : for thev had marched ifom Raiamahol 
TO Patna in eleven davs and. a half, Tvithout the intermiflion of oite 
-dav’s halt, and the dhiance, meaiured bv a perambulator. 


iS UOI 


A car paSed in maldng preparations for the outfet: - but all the 
■attendants of the camp, and man v of the boatmen, nndingthev were 
to go fartlier, took fright and ran awav ; and it was impofhble to 
colieS: others without the a-diitance of thegoventment, wmich P.am- 
narain promiied, but did not fbpplj half the re<^-aiSte number. How- 
ever in this and tlie fncceeding dav ali tire boats'; as well as the troops. 
niVemblfd at Sankipore, a garden belonging to the companj about 
Sve miles •from the citr, and on the fame fide of the river. The 
next dav the detachment moved 'nx miles*, farther to Dinapore,- and 
tile dav after, vrhich was the nsRof Augufr, joined the troops which 
Rnmnarain pretended to have ient forv.'ard in purfuit of Mr. Haw, 
with whom thev halted at hloneah, a ccnfiderable torsui fifteen miles 
from Dinapore, htuated at the conhuence of the river Soan with 
the Ganges, where Hvbutiung- their commander, refufed to pro- 
-ceed anv larther. The troops of the detachment, vrith their am- 
tnunition; crofled the Ganges, and marched on the other fide, v.'hilft 
the bullocks, baggage, and attendants, eroded the Scan, and proceeded 
along the louthem fide of the Ganges until thej came oppoiite to 
-Chuprah, when it took tliree davs to fern* them over : for the bed 
cf the river is in this part three miles broad, and the ofneer of the 
■dilrrict failed to fumifh the boats a-cd other anifiances he had pro- 
railed. At Chuprah' the companv have a houfe eiiabliihed to col- 
lea falt-retre. of which great quanndes are made in this, and feme 



Book VII. Meer Jaffier. 

'.of the neighbouring diftnfts. Here intelligence was obtained, that 
the feveral chiefs in this part of Behar had enlifted forces to aflift 
Ramnarain ; and fpies reported that they had left Mr. Law’s party at 
Benarez, which is by the road at leaft 140 miles beyond Chuprah, 
and that they were fupplied there by Bulwanfing, the Rajah of the 
diftrid, who was dependant on Sujah Dowlah the fubah of Oude. 
Farther purfuit was evidently vain, but certain of producing imme- 
diate hoftilities with Sujah Dowlah, whofe territory commenceth 
at the river Dewah, which difembogues into the Ganges 1 8 miles 
to the weft of Chuprah. The Major, therefore, refolved to wait 
here for farther orders, and on the i atli received a letter from Colo- 
nel Clive, iiiftfufting him, as a fcheme of Meer Jaffier’s, to return 
to Patna, and endeavour, in concert with Mahmud Amy Cawn, to 
wreft the government from Ramnarain. The troops, leaving the 
baggage to follow, embarked early the next morning ; and fuch is 
the ftrength of the ftream at this ftafbn of the year, that they ar- 
rived at Patna by noon, altliough the diftance along the courfe of 
the river is 44 miles. It appeared to the Major that the only means 
of executing his inftrudlions would be to alfault the citadel, in 
which Ramnarain always refided, and at this time only with 
2000 men ; but Mahmud Amy reprefented that their force was not 
fufficient to iiiveft it fo clofely as to prevent Ramnarain from 
efcaping by fome of the fecret paflages, and propofed to defer the 
attempt until hejiimfelf Ihould be joined by 1 500 of Ramnarain’s 
troops, whom he had engaged to defert. 

But by this time Ramnarain had taken the alarm, probably by 
information from his friends at Muxadavad. of the orders fent to 
Major Coote and Mahmud Amy, which, confirmed by the hafty 
return of the detachment from Chuprah, frightened him fo much, 
that he now {pared no attentions to the Major, and received his 
vlfit with much affectation of complacence. Two days after, die 
Major received a letter from Meer JafEer, fraught with ftifpicions 
that Mahmud Amy had born falfe witnefs -againft Ramnarain, as a 
pretext for levying forces, with the intention of feizing the govern- 
ment for himfelf. Enough has not been difeovered of the fecrets 
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of 'Jaffiei* tx>' account for this- abrupt change and contradiftion of an- 
opinion, , which had hitherto^ been 'jthe greateft, anxiety of. his> mind. . 
His letter, however,; precluded alt forthcr inteaitioiis of hofolity and ■ 
on the 22d a conference -was- -held; .b}r appointment- in; the ciudel'^. 
to difeufs and reconcile all difterences.. ;Majpr;’ Coote and the two 
iDrothers, Mahmud; Amy and. Meer .Coffim,, came, each with, 
ilrong; efcorts, and. Ramnarain was. attended by jail his. piincipjil. of- 
ficers.. The two brothers,, with the calmiiefij. peciiliar to the manners-, 
pf Indoftan,. accufed; him of a defign to. aflaffinate diem,, which: 
indeed had been, reported, in the'dty then of his intention to. i*ebel; 
againft. Meet Jaflier, in: proof of. whicL they, urged, liis connivance 
at the paflage. of the French troops- through Behar,. the oaths he: 
l;iad taken from. the. officers of his.arm 5 r,,his.corre{pondenGe and pfo- 
pofals. to- Sujah. Dowlah.. Ramnarain.. folemnly denied’ all. thele- 
accufations,.. and- produced- a letter.- he had juft.- received from.: Sujah:.’ 
Dowlah,. which indicated; no; fiich. intentions as- -vvere imputed to - 
their Gorreljpondence he. then. fiiid,‘ .itwas true,, that, he had been -.- 
attached to.the late Nabob,, becaufe his- fortunes had been.i-aifcd by 
the princes- of his.- family;: but. now- that; Surajah Dowlah-.- was - 
no more, and none of his family remainlhg- wonthy or.- capable of the. 
government, omvvhomiliould he. fo naturally wiflv to depend as on -. 
Meer Jaffier, whom.their common patron,. Allaverdy, had.raifed fo 
near his own-, perfon and; dignity;. He then .’called'a- bramin, and,... 
in the prefence of his officers, andra-.cro.wd: of attendants, folemnly ■ 
fwore. allegiance and fidelity to Meer Jaffier, and fdendffiip and. good- - 
will to. Meer Coflim. and.Malunud;’ Amy.. TJie two .brothers re- 
turned the compliment,, by taking an oath;. on the koran. that their ;• 
licart'was clear of all ill-will to .Ramnarain, and* fliould continue fo... 
They then embraced’ him, and' all; the three.- Major' Cdote;^ as the 
mediator of this reconcUiatibn. . N.everthelefs^,. neither fide- believed-', 
the otlier,. but each wiflied: to- gain tiine,. and to wait events.-: for 
Ramnarain knew that the orders from.- Muxadavad. -^vould prevent. 
Major Coote and the brothers of Meer .Jaffier. from adling. agairift ; 
ium at prefent ;. and they knew: tliat he, . difappoiiited^ of tlie affift*-- 
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n:\cc of Sijjali Dowlali. would be fubmirtivo, until he was better pre- 
pared to aflbrl independence. 

Before this conference Mecr Jafficr. liad determined to recall the 
detachment ; hut Major Cootc did not receive the orders to return 
until the beginning of Septcml^'r, and in the interval the trnojis re- 
mained, uninterrupted hy any- alarms, in the company’s faiSlory an- 
joining to the. city. All proceeded in the boats, which left Patna 
on the 7th of September, -and arrived in feven days at Muxadavad, 
althoup’h tlie diftance is 200 miles. 

O •• 

The confederacies of ambition arc as liable to.be broken by fuccefs 
as difappointnicnt. Meet JalTicr had many relations ; and not only 
they, but all others who were his .adherents or dependants before 
his acceffton to the Naboblhip, thought the}' had the beli: right to 
partake of the change of his fortunes ; and tbofe, who without prcr 
vious connexion had acquiefeed to the revolution, thought their title 
.bettor. But the donations to the Englifli had exhaufled the treafurj'^, 
and none of the ofiicers of the government could he removed, with- 
out Infringing the declarations hy which Jaflicr h.ad obtained the 
general luhmiliion to his fovcrcignty, and which Clive had ratified. 
■Some, money had been dinrihutcd amongft; the army of the govern- 
ment, hut much Icfs than their cxpcclations ; .and their difcontciit 
acquired prefumption hy the complaints of the whole populace of 
jMuxadavad, who had beheld .with dctcflation the gold and filvcr of 
the capital oftentatioufly carried away hy foreigners. A large funi 
ftill remained due of the firft half of the treaty-monies, and the 
term of the. (irft. payment of the Iccond half was approaching, for it 
:fell in'Odober; and- the committee at Muxadavad were continually 
prefling the treafury for the halancc already, due. 

There is no prince-ip Incloft.an,- who docs not try every means to 
avoid the p.aymcnt of money, ftipulated at a dlfl:ant period ; and Mcer 
Jaffier imagined his liberalities to individuals, who were the heads 
of the Englifli nation, would relax their ftridlncfs in the public 
terms. But Colonel- Clive had-neitlier alkcd, nor.fliipulatcd for the 
prefents he had received ; and having refufed every other offer from 
^thc^v^irious iiitercfts which compofed the government, thought their 
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ohligatibns mutual, and maintained the independency of his commandi. 
Neither Jnffier, nqr his ion had,fufpe£led this Bernnefs in his cha- 
rafSler. He not only in fi (led on the payments of the treaty-monies,, 
as they became due, but, when tampered’ with to approve cliangesiii 
the army and adminiilration,. which Jnffier wiflied to make iiv order 
to gratify his own favourites, Clive let liim underfland, that he would! 
permit none, as dtcmiiig them dangerous to the public tranquillity,,, 
and contrary to declarations, ilin£lilied by his own. Jaflier felt thefe 
reAraints.with aboinination, which turned liis head to notions of 
emancipating himftdf from the afeendance of ' the Engliih ; but,, 
warned by tlie experience of the confederacy which had' raifed him. 
to the ibvereignty,. iaw the neceflity of firA breaking the power of the 
Gentoos,,in whom the EngliAi would 'And the Ainie refources again A 
himfelfj.as lie with the EiigHAi. had' derived 'from them agaihA Su- 
rajah Dowlah., lvoydbolub,,as the head of the Gentoo line, was ArA: 
to be deArOyed ; but, dreadihg the fagacity of Clive, Jafiiei*’ deter** 
mined to fet nothing in. motion which might awaken his fulpiclonsj. 
whilA he remained at Muxadav.adVand’in the interval; both he and, 
his fdn Mecrum carried themfelves to him with' every appearance of ' 
opennefs and conAdcnce, and’Cllve often partook of the Aimiliajity 
of their private amufements.. 

On. the 14th of September j, the drty, after the detachment- from. 
Patna arrived at Miixadavad,, Clive went away to Calcutta, leaving^ 
Watts, ManinghaiUj and Scrafrbn, tranfa’Cl the company’s aAairs . 
with tlic Nabob and hi's miniAcrs. The detachment from Patna was . 
Aationed'in the fn<Aory at CoAimbuzar; the reA of the troops, which < 
had ferved at PlaAy, were font down the river, and ' quartered Ut . 
Chandernagore, as a mom healthy Atuation than Calcutta. 

Wc Aiall now-return to the aflairs of Coromandel .and the Dccan.,, 
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T he prcfidcncy of Maclrafs received no Intel llgencc concerning 
the luccefs of the armament to Bengal, before the 15th of 
February, between which day and the zad, advices arrived, by 
various vcfl'cls, of the re-capture of Calcutta, the attack of the 
Nabob’s camp, and of the treat}' made with him on the i ith of that 
month, in which conjundlurc Colonel Clive gave hopes that he fliould 
foon return with a great part of the troops. On the zift Admiral 
Pocock arrived, as we have faid, from Vixagapatam, landed the re- 
maining foldiers of the Company’s troops, received 1 00, tlic fame 
number of failors, and failed the next day to rejoin the fquadron in 
Bengal. • 

According to the principle adopted on the departure of the arma- 
ment, the Prclidcncy had continued to avoid all hoflilitics in the 
Carnatic ; but the failure of Lieutenant Rumbold’s negotiation with 
the Jemautdars of Madura, in November, raifed no improbable ap- 
prehenfions, that the influence of the government of Pondicherry 
would, if it had not already, foon infmuatc itfclf into their councils, 
unlcfs immediately interrupted by fomc exertion ; and the dangerous 
confcqucnccs which would enfuc, determined the prefidency to 
revoke the reftraint they had laid on Captain Calliaud not to en- 
gage in any military operations from Tritchinopoly ; and in the end 
of the year, they allowed him’ to employ fuch means as he fliould 
think expedient, for the redudlion of Madura, and permitted him 
to command the expedition in perfon ; they likcwil'c fent fevcral 

officers,. 
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officers, wltli fomc flores and ammunition,, which the garrifon of 
Tricliinopolv could not fpare without diminifliing its own comple- 
ments : tliey went by fea to Devicotah., from whence .they 'u^ere to 
proceed through the Tanjore country. 

Captain Calliaud, whilft waiting for -thefe fupplies, went to Tan- 
jore, as well to obtain troops from the King, as to make peace 
between him and Tondiman:; for Monaejee in the beginning of 
the year had taken the fort of KUI'afielly, which had been fo long 
the objecl: of contention between them.; but found the difference, 
as before, irreconcilable ; neverthelefsj both jprofered every -aiTif* 
tance in their power. On the 23d of March, he let out from 
Tritchlnopoly, with 150 Europeans., .including; artillery “ men, 5.60 
Sepoys, and two* field-pieces, and on the 25th arrived at ^//a- 
n.vaJJju!, a town belonging to Tonditnan, 20 miles from Tritcfi- 
iiiopoly, where .they were joined by 1000 of his liorfe, and loo 
of his.Colleries. ■ On the 2gth. they arrived on the frontiers of the 
Icfler.Moravar's country, ■ who being likewife frequently caJlcd^thc 
Nellicotah Polygar^ we fhall in future diftinguiffi him from the 
greater Moravar by that title; Here they expefted 500 horfe from 
Tanjore-.; but none were arrived, or near* Scouts fenf forward re- 
ported, that all the roads and paths in .the country before them were 
obftrudlcd with trees frefh cut down and ftrewed acrofs the way, and 
that numbers of Colleries were every where- ready to dilpute the 
paflage. Meffengers were lent to enquire the reafbn. The Polygar 
faid, that being at enmity- with Tanjore, and knowing that Calliaud 
..had afkcd the king for .a body, of horfe, he had barred his woods, 
being determined not to admit any Taiijorines into his country* 
Calliaud, being by this time convinced that the .King, notwithftand- 
ing his prornifes, did not intend to fend any, made a merit of re- 
jeding what he was not ‘likely to obtain, and aflufed the Polygar he 
would not accept of their affiftance ; on which all obffaclcs were 
removed, and the troops, after a halt of three days, entered his 
^country on -the 4th of March. In feven days more, of which they 
iinlted during the third at Mangalum, they arrived at Paralachy, the ' 
iaft town they had to pafs in the ffiftridls of the greater Moravar, 
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havim; received every kind of hofpit.ility in ihc countries of I otii 
Polyj^ars. Excepting llic feet of .a few milfionarics, this track liad 
• never before In cn trodden by any European';.. At Mangaluni, Cal- 
li.uid met the brother of the Ncllicotah ; and at P.iralachy, the prin- 


cipal man of the greater Moravar; and learnt from tliemtlint tl)c two 
'Polypars and ’rondiman liad ctiiercd into a league to attack the. king 
of Taniorc with all their forces ignited, on the very next r.ltcmj)t lie 
(liould m.ake againfr the territories of either of tlic tlircc. Tlic 
troops having halted a day at Paralachy, continued their march to 
Tinivellv, through the open country, in diflri£ls belonging to this 


o-overnment. . 

The Pulitaver, with the Polygar.s of his alliance, had taken the 
iicld in the middle of January, as foon as Maphuzc Khan arrived 
at XcLlitangavillc ; their force amounted to 10,000 men, .and the 
cavalry of Madura under the command of Berhatoolah, to onc- 
thoufand. , This army moved by flow fl.igvs to the ea(hvar<l,' the 
Collerics plunde'ring day and night on either h.-uid, and at . length 
encamped befeirc PtV)uihiwcnild\ at this time the. principal refulenee 
of Catahominaiguc, the. chief of the. eallern Pulygars, and tle- 
manded his aflifiance ; who, dreading' the dedruftion. that would 1 
follow his rcfufal, complied, .and joined'.llum with 3 or /j 000 men. . 
But the Polygar of Ei in par urn,., the next in importance, made 
ibmc pretence to withhold his troops, for which- the Pulitaver was 
not forry ; .and the army n-^arched from Panialumcrutch dircflh: to 
Tinivcll}’-, ftill plundering all the way ; .but were deterred from at- 
tacking the town itfclf, .by the adivity. of the Company’s Sepoys 
ftationed there under the command of Bufliponaigue. . Returning 
with their plunder to tlic northward, they ravaged all the acceflible 
and cultivated difb'idls belonging to Etiaporum . in .revenge for his 
neutrality ; .and from hence, font oft' a detachment with their boot\, . 
amongft: which were 5000. beeves, to . Nellitangaville. In tins 
while Mahomed Ifloof the commandant, and Moodilec the , renter 
of. thefe countries,- .not .being , certified, whicli way Calliaud would 
diredt his. march, cxpccled that he would come in Ibmewhere -ncar 
Madura, and remained .at.Chcvclpctorc, .under- the. hills to -the weft, 
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.'Until they received intelligence that the enemy were marching from 
Panialumcrutch towards Tinivelly ; on which they moved to inter- 
cept their return, and befides other Polygars of lefs note were ac- 
companied by Vaniah of -Sevagherry, a very large Colleiy fort fitu- 
ated at the foot of the hills about 20 miles foiith of Chevelpetore ; 
but the enemy had followed their plunder from Etiaporum, and 
were arrived at Nellitangaville before IlToof could interfefl: their 
return : he neverthelefs, when thus far, remained iii the diftrifis 
mid- way between Chevelpetore and Tinivellyi as the bell: polition to 
watch their future movements, until he received orders from captain 
Calliaud to repair to, and wait for him at this town ; in confequence 
of which, he proceeded and arrived there on the 28th of February. 
The enemy no fooner faw him removing to a greater diftauce, than 
they again came out, and proceeded to Alwar courchy, a town about 
20 miles to the weftward of Tinivelly, where Moodilee bad lately 
thrown up a mud fort, on which he had mounted three pieces of 
cannon, and placed in it 1 50 Peons and Sepoys under the command 
of his nephew, Algapah. The enemy attacked the fort, which, after 
more refiftance than might have been expeded, lurrendered, and 
Algapah was fent a prifoher to Nelletarigaville. Intelligence of this 
lofs was brought to Tinivelly on the 4th. of March, in the evening, 
and at 8 o’clock, Mahomed Iflbof marched with the greateft part of 
his own force, and all of the Polygars his allies. At 7 the next 
morning they came in fight of Alwar courcliy, and were furrounded 
on all fidcs by the enemy’s army, of which . the cavalry of Madura 
were mofi: to be apprehended. .The fight continued in a variety of 
Ikirmilhes, until the'evening, when the enemy quitted the fort and 
the field. The Polygar of Outamake had both his legs ftruck off by 
a cannon ball, and the general of the Pulitaver’s men was likewifb 
killed: of their troops 2 or 300 were fuppofed to be killed or 
wounded ; of Mahomed Iflbof ’s only fix Sepoys were killed and 30 
wounded ; however, the aclion was efteemed a compleat vidlory, and 
to fix it as fuch in the opinion of the country, he marched for- 
ward to Sbehganpeity, a fort in the hills belonging to the Polygar pf 
Vadagnry, fituated about j6 miles to the north- weft of Alvar courch3^ 
4 The 
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The guard abandoned the fort before it was attacked ; and Mahomed 
Ifibof, leaving lOoSepoj^s togarrifon it, diflmiflbd tlic Polygars', and- 
returned with the renter’s and the Company’s troops to Tiiuvelly, 
^yherc Calliaud with his detachment arrived on the 17th. 

The force now aflemhlcd at Tinivclly was formidable, but could 
not proceed to action for want of money, which tlic renter Modilee, 
from whom it was expedted, was not able to furnifli ; and the flirofts 
had for fomc time been deterred from fupplying liim by tlieir appre- 
henfions from the animofity which cxifted between him and Mahomed 
Ifibof. Captain Calliaud with much difficulty reconciled their dif- 
ferences, at Icafi: to appearance, and fb fiir as . to. induce the. flirofts to 
.lend 200,060 rupees, wliicli were immediately difburfed in difeharg- 
ing the arrears due to the troops, and otlicr military cxpences. Tlie 
Polygar Catabominaiguc was at tliis time celebrating a great wed- 
ding in his family atPanialumcrutcIi ; to which, as ufual, the whole 
country round was invited, and Moodilcc as a principal guefl:. He 
went, and having long been in habits of acquaintance and bufinefs 
with the Polygar, fixed him in the intcrefl: of the company, and 
concluded an alliance witli him again ft: the confederates with whom 
he had lately united, as well as all other enemies. In return, 
the Polygar requefted that fomc compenfation might be made to his • 
dependant of Etiaporum, for the ravages which his country had 
lately fuftained in confequence of his refufal to join the rebels; and 
.Calliaud, having feen the efi'efts as he marched through, remitted 
a^part of the fine due on the hoflages of Etiaporum, who ftill re- 
mained unredeemed with Tondiman. Whilfl: thefe aftalrs were ad- 
jufting, the fouthern monfoon fettlng- in oii the Coaft .of Malabar, 
^...broke over the weftern range of mountains with the utnipft ylo- . 
lence, and defeending, with the cataracts it . had formed, into the 
..plain, deluged the whole country to tlie eaftern.fea ; .the ftorm, min, 
_and inundation, continued without iutermiflion for two days and 
two nights: the harv'efts, juft: ripe, were fwept away, and with . 
them the habitations of the cultivators : the rains continued feveral 
days after the winds had abated ; it required many days labour and 
funfliihe to drain and dry tlie ground, and more time to fepaii the 
. VoL. u. D d ■ ' 
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devaftation which the agriculture of the country had fiiftered ; dur- 
ing which an epidemic licknefs .broke out, and carried off many off 
the.diftreficd. inhabitants- by -hidden - deaths, which the patient iim- 
plicity and fuperftition of their character imjputed to the vifitation 
of a goddeff,.X«c^m^,* coming,, they, knew not whence, from the 
North. The Ihro^, who had lent money to Moodilee on the 
mortgaged harveft, would not {iiffer him to depart until they faw 
the countiy recovering ; which obliged Captain Calliaud to remain 
at Tinivelly Ibme time longer,, in order to liiperintend- and en- 
courage the various operations which* were necefkuy to reftore the- 
cultivation. 

The Prefidency, whilft waiting the refult of this expedition, . hadl. 
howfbeyer unwilling,, been obliged to' engage in hofialities in the- 
Carnatic. The Nabob, in the be^nning of tlie year,, had demanded 
of his brother. Nazeabulla,. the governor oi Nelore, a fubfidy off 
i-oojooo rupees, above the ufual tribute which the country could' 
ailbrd to pay, having furred little from the diftreffes of the war, to- 
which the reff of the Carnatic had fo long been expoffd ; but- Na- 
zeabulla equivocated and apolo^ed. Ichlafs Khan, the brother of 
the Nabob’s buxey or general, inarching at this time witli 500 horff,. 
and other troops, to coUeft the tributes of the northern Polygars, 
advanced as far as Seirapely,. a fort 12 miles louth of Nelbre, and 
propofed an interview wdth Nazeabulla, who accepted the vilit, giv- 
ing his oath on the Koran ; but requefted Ichlafs Khan to come 
with few attendants, left quarrels fhould arife between them and his 
own. The vifit produced no change in Nazeabulla’s excufes for not 
paying the money, and Ichlafs Khan left the city in the evening 
without harm ; but, after it grew*- dark, his efcort was attacked by 
an. ambufcade of matchlock-men in the bufhes near the road, and 
one of them w’as killed. The Nabob imputed this outrage to the in- 
ftigation and example of his other brother M aphuze Khan at Ma- 
dura, and of an adventurer Meerfoeb, who was in poffeffion of Ela- 
vanafore, and plundering- wherever he lifted. The anguifh which 
the Nabob expreffed at thlsfocond rebellion rifing in his own family, 
determined tlie prefidency to comply with his eameft- requeft to re- 
duce 
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'ducc Nazcabullrt ; but his troops were not ready to march from 
Avcot "bcfiarc the ifl: of April, although the outrage happened 
-on 21ft of February; during which Ichlafs Khan was waiting for 
them with his detachment at Knlaftry, the town of the polygar Da- 
merlali Venketappah-naigue, 70 miles to the s. w. of Nelore. The 
force from Madrafs was only 100 Europeans, the company of 
56 coffrees, and 300 Sepoys, with one 18 pounder, three fix- 
pounders, four cohorns, and one howitz. Lieutenant Colonel Ford, 
of Adlcrcron’s regiment, was appointed to command the expedi- 
tion. The Sepoys and bullocks proceeded by land. The Europeans 
and Coffrees, with the artillery and ftores, embarked on the firft of 
April, in a Ihip and a floop, which anchored the next afternoon op- 
pofite to the mouth of the river Kandelcr, feven miles to the North, 
of Kiftnapatam, a town of confidcrable trade, from whence they 
expefted the ufual afliftanecs of the port ; but the inhabitants, inti- 
midated by the threats of Nazcabulia, abandoned the town on the 
appearance of the velTels, which were employed (even days in eife£l:- 
ing the difembarkation with two maflbolas had brought from 
Madrafiu During this interval the Sepoys and’ bullocks arrived; 
but coolies and more bullocks were ncccfiaiy before the detach- 
ment could move from Kiftnapatam, and the Nabob’s army from 
Arcot was not near enough to fupplj* them before the 22d of the 
month. 

The next day Colonel Forde marched, and on the 25th joined the 
Nabob s army at Serapely, which was commanded by his brother Ab- 
dullwahab, and had been encreafod by the troops of the polygars Ban- 
gar Yatcham and DamerlahVenkctappah, and all together amounted 
to 10,000 men, of which 3000 were cavalry. On the 27th' the army 
encamped before Nelore. This town ftands about 500 yai'ds to the 
outhof the river Pennar, extending about 1200 yards from eaft to 
weft, and 600 on the other fides. Tlie walls were of mud, and only 
e gateways and a few of the towers of ftone. The parapet was fix 
^ with many port-holes for fmail arms, made of pipes of 
afced clay, laid in the moift mud', whilft raifing, and' afterwards 
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confolklatlng with the mafs ; the common method of forming thefe 
defences in India: the; ditch had no water, and was in many parts 
much choaked by drifts of fand. Nazeabulla, on tlic approach of 
Abdulwahal^, had gone away with' j 500 horfc, and left the city to 
be defended by a refolute officer, with a garrifon of 4000 Pconsj . 
who wore inffruded and aflifted by 20 Frenchmen, font from Ma- 
fulipatam. The Englifh troops encamped along tlic river in face of 
the town, the Nabob’s and.the Polygar’s at a diftance liigher up. 

On the 29th, the cightccn-pounder, with the field-pieces, together 
witli tlic cohorns . and howitz, began to fire from the mound of a 
tank at the diftance of 300 yards; but by miftake againfl: the- 
{tronged part of the wall, on wljzdj, in- four days, tljcy made no 
impreffion. In the night of the 2d of May, all thc^ artillery was- 
moved, to a battery creded about 200 yards to the, left, and loo- 
nearer the wall, which in this part was ^^ifibly in a ruinous condi- 
tion. The 1 8 pounder fired brifkly during the next day,: and by- 
the evening made a breach which appeared: pradicablc ; and hi-’, 
therto only one man had been, wounded- by the enemy’s, fire, which- 
had been very few cannon -ffiot, but continual. from- fniiall arms.. The 
next day Abdulwahab fummoned the governor, who. lanfwercd witln 
civility, that he could not deliver tlie fort to any one without a po- 
iitivc order frona Naxcabulla,, whole fait he. cat.. It. was. therefore 
rcfolvcd to ftorm the next morning ; but, during this interval the 
garrifon had'becn- diligently employed in counterworking the breach.. 
On each, fide they cut a broad trench, through the rampart, and 
anotlicr on the ground within, which joined, at right angles with, 
thofe from the ram])arr-, and-enclofcd a fpacc of fomc yards fquarc; -, 
thefe trenches. were to.be defended, by men armed with long.jiikcs,. 
whilfl: numbers ffatloncd, fomc along the ramparts, fomc in va-. 
rious j)its dug for the pccafion, and others in the, adjacent houfes,. 
were to annoy the affiulants, , when on the. breach, with Hones, ar- 
rows, and fire-arms; to .which their own pikemen,, being intrenched; 
breafl-high, would be little expofed.. At. fun-rife the Englilli troops.: 
a.dvan'ccd to the aflaiilt. The 300 Sepoys marched firff: ; , the com-, 
pany of Coffrccs licxt ; the Europeans in the rear. The enemy fired: 
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brllkiy as the Hue was approaching, arid more efpecially from the 
tower on the left of the breach, that Col. Forde ordered a fix-pou n 
der from the battery, which, at the diftance of a hundred yard^,. 
kept up a conftaht fire on the parapet of this tower, more mdeed with ^ 
the hope of intimidating, than the expeftation of doing any detriment. . 
The few firft Sepoys who got up the breach were immediately flopped 
by the pikes from advancing either forwards, or on either hand, and 
had fcarcely difcharged their mulkets before they- wfere all wounded'; 
on- which tliofe immediately behind ran down in confufion, and the 
whok body ifi an ihflant broke but difperfed to the right and left: 
of the refl of the line. The CofFrees; led by Enfign Elliot, took 
their place' without' trepidatipn, and having mounted^ maintained' 
their ground on the breach gallantly^, endeavouring, after they had 
fired, to break down the pikes with their mulkets, and even to pulh 
into the trenches-; but in vain, for, in a few minutes, four of them 
were killed,' and ' thirteen, with Lieutenant Elliot,. wounded ; on 
which the refl were called down. , The Europeans, who during this 
conteft'had remained thronged''at the foot of thebreach, now mounted^ , 
every man as he flood nearefl; without regard to rank, order, or 
command.' This affalilt continued half an hour, during which Cap t; 
Hunt was Ihot with an arrow, Callender and Richard Smith, and Mr. . 
Alexander, , the commifiafy, were bruifed with flones, and -with them . 
four of the foldiers killed,' and 27- wounded 'on the breach, and the 
enemy flill as adlive as ever ; 'on which Colonel Forde, who .was at the 
foot of the wall*, orddred-the retreat,' which was made! with morehurry 
than became troops who -had hitherto behaved with Ib.much courage; , 
for every man, inflead of waiting for his officers'-and colours, ran as 
fall as he could to take Ihelter in the battery; and- all palled "the field-s 
piece without flopping to bring it away, untH Captain Richard Smith,- . 
who, .. in rotation of duty,* brought -up the rear,- halted- with a few ' 
of his own company, and afterwards, with the afliflance of Ibme of . 
the Nabob’s horfemen; who were near, dragged the field-piece to « 
the battery; during which two of his lerjeants, and two of the 
horfemen, .were, wounded from the walls. . The Nabob’s army, dur — 
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.ing thc alianlt, advanced in. feveral bodies agdnft difterent. parts of 
the town, but their appearance no \yhere withdrew the attention of 
the garrifon from. the defence of the breach. 

The vent of the eighteen-pounder being run, it was impoffible to 
renew the attack until other battering cannon arrived from Ma- 
drafs; but Colonel Forde had alread};-- been informed by the prefi- 
dency, that.theFrench ti'oops were acting in the£eld, and threatened 
•defigns which might raider it neceflary to recaU his .detachment: 
By the 13th the wounded were fufficiently recovered to. march; and 
aio determination being as j^et received from the prefidency, rColonel 
'Forde,. in compliance with the repeated requefts of Abdulwahab, 
erofled the Pennar with the whole army in purfuit of NazeabuUa, 
who, itwasfaid, ftill continued in the neighbourhood : on .the.i.5tb 
they halted at Sangam, a pagoda of note 30 miles weft of Nelore, 
■where they were informed.that Nazeabulla, had quitted .the .coun- 
. try, ..and was.gone.to.tlie French -at.Condayii:;. on which the army 
returned the next day towards Serapely, but by another, road, leav- 
ins; Nelore to the .left. On the .way Colonel Forde met ftveral let- 
rers, figtiifying the encreafing apprehenfions of the prefidency ; .and 
on his arrival at Serapely, received exprefs orders to return with the 
utmoft expedition to.Madrafs. 

The government of Pondicherry’-, with the advices of the decla- 
ration of war againft Great Britain, received orders to refrain from any 
militaiy operations of rilque, until the great armament prepariiig in 
France fiiould arrive ; which injunctions they had implicitly obeyed: 
but when they faw Madrafs dividing its force, although not 
ftrongcr than their own, on fendees at fuch diftance from each other, 
as Nelore and Tinivelly, they thought they -too might attempt fome 
acquifition without much danger. However, they began with great 
caution. On the 6tli of April, the day after theFnglifh troops em- 
barked for Nelore, a body of 200 Europeans, and 1000 Sepoys, 
which had for feme time lain encamped to the.weftward of .Pondi- 
cherry, marched under the command of -^Mr. ..D’Auteuil, who had 
lately returned from France ; they proceeded, . giving out fome other 
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objefts, to cover their real intentions, which were to fall upon 
Elavanafore by furprize. 

This place is fituated about 6o miles weft of Pondicherry ; it 
confifts of a fort and a pettah both ftanding on a plain, and neither 
having any difficult defences : the diftrifts are of no great extent, - 
but extremely fertile. Before the truce between Mr. Saunders and 
Godeheu, it was taken pofleffion of by an adventurer named Meer 
Allumodean, but more generally known by . the name of Meer 
Saheb, who procured his confirmation from the Nabob, then at 
Tritchinopoly. Under this fanftion, he maintained a much greater 
force, elpecially of horfe, than the incomes of his government 
could aftbrd, and fupported them by plundering the neighbouring 
diftri(fts, pretending, that the managers of them were attached to 
the French. In an excurfion immediately after the truce in 1755, 
he plundered all the French diftrifls betw'een Seringham and Pondi- 
cherry, when the prefidency of Madrafs rebuking his proceedings, 
he made retribution to the French government, who permitted him 
to keep a fmall fort he had taken from them in the neighbourhood 
of Elavanafore, named Oullagellinoor. This ceffion raifed fulpi- 
cions in the Nabob, who propofed that the Englifli detachment,' 
which efcorted him foon after from Tritchinopoly to Arcot, fliould 
attack Elavanafore in the way; -and again that the Englifh army 
Ihould proceed againft it, in the beginning of the laft year, imme- 
diately after 'it had retreated from Velore. On the other hand, 
Meer Saheb, knowing liimfelf reprobated by the Nabob, and feeing 
nothing to be got by uniting with the French, thought the 
mutual enmity between the two his beft proteftion, and paid no 
refpefl: to either; but increafed his force, and continued his de- 
predations on the pofieffions of both. Befides driving off the cattle, 
which he afterwards fold to the owners, it was_elpecially-his cuftom 
to feize on perfons of fubftance, whom he confined until they had 
paid heavy ranfoms. In the month of September, he, in one ex- 
curfion j ftveptaway 5000 beeves and 6000 fheep, indifferently from 
the country round ; and in- the beginning of the prefont year again 
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plundered the neighbourhood indifcriininately. The Nabob then 
pretended to fufped him of being in league , with Maphuzc 
Khan at Madura, and .Nazeabulla at Nclore ; but as foon as it 
was known, that the government of Pondicherry intended to attack 
Eiavanafore, he requeued the prefidency ofMadrafs to protcdl him, 
rather than fuller 'fuch valuable diftrifts to fall into the hands of the 
■French. 

Mr. D’Auteuil advancing by forced marches appeared before Eia- 
vanafore on the loth; and, whilft they were encamping, Meer Sa- 
heb fallied with all his cavalry and moft of his foot, and had well 
nigh routed the whole of the French force, when ..he .was fliot 
through the body : his troops immediately e'eafed the fight, 
but efcorted him with much attention back to the fort. D’Au- 
tueil,- on this trial, fent to Gingce for reinforcements and can- 
non ; and, in the mean time, prepared to make a regular attack : 
on the .i6th arrived 250 Europeans, with 1000 Sepoys, and the 
‘.battering cannon ; but on the fame (day Meer Saheb died of his 
wound; on which his brother, with the families of both, went’ 
away in the night, and the garrifon after their example likewife 
abandoned the fort before the .morning. 

Reports had prevailed in this part of the country, ever fince the 
French troops had taken the field, that they intended to fall upon' 
Tritchinopoly, which, by the ablence of the troops with Captain 
‘Calliaud, was left with a garrifon very inadequate to its extent ; and 
even Capt. Jof Smith, who now commanded in the city, apprehended ' 
and warned the prefidency of this danger. . But the force which 
had taken Eiavanafore was unequal to the enterprize ; and D’Auteuil 
■ moved back from Eiavanafore to Chilambrum, where he arrived on 
the ill: of May. From hence he marched and encamped on the 
Ikifts of the woods of .Warriorepollam, and fiimmoned the polygar - 
to pay his tributes on the fame, pretenfions as Maiffin had de- 
manded them two years- before. The polygar- as ufual endea- ■ 
youred to gain time by difeuffions, on which the French attacked 
one of his barriers, but were repulfed with lofs : however he was 
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iTightcnccl b)’’ the attack, and agreed to pajr. 40,000 rupees, but took 

Ionic days to produce the money. 

In the mean time. Captain Calllaud, ivhilft regulating the af- 
fairs of rlie renter at Tinivclly, acquired intelligence, that the con- 
federates were treating with the M^dortans, at. Dindigul for aid 
againft tlic Englilh and their adherents, the Pulitaver offering 
to pay down 500,000 rupees, and the Jemautdars of Maphuze 
Khan to give up the diftridls of Sholavajicieti, in which arc comprized 
a ftrong pafs, and tlic only road, between Madura and Dindigul. 
Ncvcrthclcfs it was not intended that the country, when conquered, 
fhould be given either to the Myfbrean or Maphuze Khan : it was to 
be reftored to a defeendant of the ancient kings, who lived in con- 
cealment in the country of the greater Moravar : and Maphuze 
Klian was to have a fuitable eftablifliment in Myfore. 

This news encreafed the neceflity of attacking Madura as fooii as 
poflible ; but the arrangements at Tinivclly were not finiflied until 
the loth of April, on which day, Captain Calliaud began his 
march from thence, with 180 Europeans, 2,500 Sepoys, fix field- 
pieces, and 500 liorfc ; Mahomed Iflbof commanded the Sepoys, 
and Moodil'cc what horfe were levied by himfclf. Six companies of 
Sepoys were left for the defence of Tinivelly, and the fame, number 
in the fort of Palamcotah. On the fame day, Berkatoolah and Na- 
bey Cawn Catteck fet off from Nellinaiigavile, with 500 horfe, leaving 
Maphuze Khan with the Pulitaver. . Skirting along the hills, they 
halted one evening near the fort of the Polygar Vaniah, of Sheva- 
gherry, which flood 60 miles s.w. of Madura, and 20 below Chcvel- 
petore. The Polygar, having been attached by Mahomed Iflbof,. fent 
out his Colleries, 'who, in the middle of the night, fell upon, 
this body of cavalry, and with their fereams and fireworks difperfed 
the whole, and took 40 of their horfes. The fugitives re-aflembled 
in the morning, and‘'arrivcd at Madura on the 1 7th ; from whence 
Nabey Cawn Catteck immediately went to the greater Moravar, in. 
order to prepare fupplies of provifions for the city. On the 20th, 
the Englifh army arrived at Secundermally, and lodged themfelves 
in the pagoda; from whence Mahomed Iflbof, \yith a party of Se- 
. VoL. II. E e *poys. 
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poys, was detached the next day to reduce the fort of Shblavanden. 
It is fituated lo. miles north- weft of Madura, and, although in- 
tended to command the pafs, was of little ftrength ; and the garrifon 
of 200 peons abandoned it as foon as Mahomed Iflbof appeared; but 
exceffive rains, which raifed the river J'^igee, prevented him from re- 
turning to Secundermally, before the 26th. In this inter\'al, Cal- 
liaud received letters from the prefidency, advifing him of their 
apprehenlions that the French intended to attack Tritchinopoly ; 
with orders to hold himfelf in readinefs to march to its relief on the 
firft notice. By this time, he was likewife convinced, that the re- 
du£lion of Madura was an enterprize of much more difficulty than 
had been reprefented to him, and fcarcely feafible without batter- 
ing cannon, of which he had not brought any from Tritchinopoly; 
and, excepting the one which Mahomet Iflbof himfelf had depofited 
in Madura, there was not a Angle piece in the whole country, of 
which Europeans would make ufe. However, not to lofe any of the 
precarious time left hirh to a£l:, he refolved to attempt the city by 
furprize. Bamboos were provided, as if for fome other fervice, and 
no one was luffered to go in or out of the pagoda until the ladders 
were made. On the night before the ift of May, all the troops, 
except a few to guard the baggage and artillery, marched out of the 
pagoda, and at three in the morning arrived at the watercoiirfe 
which mns within 300 yards of the weftern fide of the walls. 

The inward wall of Madura is 22 feet high, including the 
parapet, which rifes fix above the rampart : at the diftance of eveiy 
100 yards or lefs (for exadl fymmetry has not been oblerved) are 
fquare towers. The faufle-bray is 30 feet broad, above which the 
outward wall riles only five feet, but defeending to the bottom of the 
ditch is 1 1 on the outfide. Midway, between every two tourers of 
the inward wall, is a fimilar projeflrion in the outw^ard, with loop- 
holes which command the ditch, and flank the intermediate part of 
the wall, in which are none : but the wffiole parapet of the inward 
wall has loop-holes, fo have feme of its towers, and the reft em- 
brafures for cannon. The fpot chofen to be attacked was the firft 
tower on the left-hand of the weftern gate-way, being the only 
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jwjt wliciv lh»; r.uini>i);'.)y wis cLmi' of ilic thick thorny buflics,. 
which h;ul not iji'iiuHcioiiny been rtiiVcrod to ovor-rmi it in every 
other; i»ut the «>/.rrif«)n, trutliny^- to this (icfcncc, had entirely ne- 
glevHal tljc ditch, whicli, hy continual drifts after rain, was almoH: 
clio.skcd up to the Ic.wl of the plain. The party allotted to the 
attack were loo liuropeans, and 200 Sepoys ; the reft of the troops 
remained in the watcrcourfc, ready to fupport the event. Calliaiid 
led the parlv himfclf, to whom the method of attack was carefully 
explained, and Arid iilence cnjoiticd. The foremoft men carried 
the fix Aiortcr ladders intended fir the outward wall ; the next, 
tlic fix longxu’, for the inward ; as fonn as twenty of the party had 
rot into the f.uilVc-brav, it was intended that they fliould imme- 
diatelv lake over the longer ladders, which they were to plant, as 
received, againrt the tower, Init not a man was to mount, until all 
ilic fix ladders were, fixed, and then no more than three at a time 
on each ladder. 

The firA ladders were jilanted, and Calliaud, with the firA 20 
men, liad got into the f.uiAe-bray, had taken over one of the longer 
ladder.?, and had planted it agniiiA the tower, when their hopes 
were interrupted by one of thofc accidents which from their tri- 
vialitv cfcajTc ilic moA attentive precaution. A dog, accuAomed to 
get his meals at the mefils of fomc of tlie Ibldiers, had accom- 
panied them all llic way from Secundcrmally into the ditch, and, 
probably from anxiety, at not being able to follow his maAcrs 
into tlic faufie-hray, began to bark ; which was foon anfwcrcd by 
the harking of another dog on the rampart, and the yelps of both 
awakened the nearcA centincl, who, crying out “ The cnem}’-,” 
raifed the guard at the gate-way, which repaired immediately to the 
rower. The foldicrs in the fauAe-bray, finding the alarm taken, 
inAcad of continuing to get over the rcA of the ladders, endea- 
voured to mount on that already planted, but crowded on it lb 
many together, that it crulhed under them. This communicated 
tlic confufion to thofe in the ditch, and no one any longer did what 
he ought. In the mean time, the garrifon incrcafing on the rampart 
hung out blue lights of fulphur, and difeovering the whole party 
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iiegaii to fhower on them arrows, .ftones, lances, and the fliot of 
fire-arms. On which CaUiaud' ordered the retreat, which was effedled 
with little lofs, only one man being killed, and another wounded; 
both were Sepoys, ftanding oh the glacis. 

The troops, after taking fome refrefliment, marched from the 
watercourfe, arid proceeding -along the fou them face of the town took 
poft in a ruined village, about 600 yards from the fouth-eaft part 
of the walls, which iii this quarter were of a much {lighter con- 
ilru^ion than any where elfe. The divifion with the artillery and 
baggage from Secundermally joined in the evening. ' On the ^d in 
the morning, a battery cohfifting of three, fix-pouiiders began to fire 
on the walls, and continued the two fucce'eding days, without 
making any impreffioh ; on which CaUiaud fent away a' conipany 
of Sepoys, with 'a fufficient number of bullocks, to bring two 
eighteenipounders from Tritchinopoly. 

The presidency of Madrafs, whilft anxious concerning the fuccels 
of the' expeditions againft Madura and Nelore, had received advices, 
on the 28th bf April, from Bengal, by the Revenge, Proteftor, and 
Marlborough,* belongmg to the company, witli the welcome . news 
bf the Capture bf -Gharidernagore, but w;ithout a fingle: platoon of 
the troops which had been fent in the armament ; and, the feafon 
being n6w changed, none were to be expefted before September, 
Intelligence of this difappointment was foon conveyed to Pondi* 
'cherry ; arid'it now appeared, that the French had waited -to deter- 
mine the operations of their own troops by the force which might 
be fent back from Bengal to JMadrafs. They itnmedikely'bared all 
their gatrifons, and, retaining ' none but invalids in Pondicherry it- 
felf, enrolled the European inha.bitants to man the walls : all thefe 
parties • haftened to join D’AntueiUs camp before Arielore,' who, 
‘fending forward a detachment of 100 E;uropeans and 500 Sepoys to 
JS.eriugliam, follbwed' himfelf w'ith the main body on the 12th of 
May; his wlible force- c'Onfifted of 1060 Europeans j battalion and 
artillery, 150 Huflars, 3oOo Sepojrs,, 10 field-pieces, with feveral 
’''•'^wiitzes and 'cohorns. 
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Tlic two cightccii-poxindcrr. intciulcd H)!' Madura were font ofF 
from Tritchinopoly early in the morning of the 12th, under tlic 
cfcorl of two companies of Sepoys ; but )jnd not proceeded tlirec 
mile s, before a Arong parry from Scringham croA'ed theCaveri, and 
marched to circumvent ilicm; wliich being jjerccived from the town, 
Caj'taln Jofepli Smiili rocnllcd the g\ms, and marched out with a 
conlideniblo jwrt of the ganifon to protedl them, on which tlic 
c:umy returned to the ifland. On the I4tli the van of tlieir main 
body, with ITAutucil. arrived, and with tlie garril'on of Seringham 
I ncampei! at llie Pagoilns of Wariore. It was Ibmc lime that captain 
Smith liad cNpeCled this vilit, and he had made all the preparations 
wiiich the means in his j>ower, admitted to receive it : he had filled 
tlic ditch round the town with water liy the ufual fluiccs from the 
-Caveri, ncverthclcfs I'evcral rocky parts remained fordalile : the pa- 
iTtpets botli of the outward and inward walls, wherc-cver decayed, 
had been repaired : 'J'ondiman and the king of Tanjorc, on his ap- 
plication, had font, the one 300 Colleries, the other 300 matchlock- 
mcn : the Peons entertained by the Nabob’s governor, were four 
hundred : but all thefe men, excepting the Colleries, were only At 
for night-watches, nor for that, without being watched them- 
felvcs : the Comiiany's were the only troops which, could be relied 
on ; they were 1 50 Europeans rank and Ale, of which 50 had 
lately been font from Fort St. David, 15 artiller}’ men, and 700 Sc- 
]ioys ; but of the whole few had Icon much fcmcc, for the bcA: 
liad been taken away by captain Calliaud. Tliis force would 
fcarccly in any lime of outward danger have been fufficient ta 
guard the walls, of which the circuit was 6400 yards ; much 
lefs with the additional ward of 500 French prllbncrs, who were 
confined within the town, and from whom more danger was 
apprehended than from the enemy witliout : for it was known, and 
it could not be prevented, that they maintained a corref].iondence 
with their countrymen at Scringham ; and indeed the hopes of their 
breaking loofc during the attack, had been the principal inducement 
to the prefent attempt againft tlic city, hlore troops were con- 
tinually 
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tliiually coming up to Wariorc ; and on the 1 5th, the day after the fird 
arrived, the enemy began to throw fliells into the town : during the 
night leveral parties at different times and places advanced to the 
ditch, not with any inmntion of fcaling the walls, but only to keep 
the garrifon from reft by repeated alarms. Thcfe alerts and the 
bombardment were continued during the four fucceeding days and 
nights ; and on the 20th, M. D’Autueil, thinking the garrifon fuf- 
ficiently harrafled, fummoned Captain Smith in the name of the 
king of France, to furrender the town, and fpare the cflufion of 
blood, warning him that he ftiould refent in the levereft manner 
any ill ufage which might have been inflidled on the French pri- 
foners. Captain Smith anfwcrcd, that he fliould maintain the 
town for the king of England ; and that the prifpners had always 
been treated with more lenity than tlieir pradlices deferved. Some 
hours after, fpies brought intelligence,' that the enemy intended to 
-make a general aflault in the approaching night,; and at one in the 
.morning the greateft part of their force advanced towards the weft 
fiice of the town ; but a few difeharges of cannon made them re- 
treat, and the continual vigilance of the rounds, witnefled by their 
lights and a variety of military mulick, deterred them from any 
fiirther attempt. 

By this time feveral of the neighbouring Polygars had joined the 
nrmy before Madura, and were of fervice in fupplying the camp 
with provifion, as well as by cutting off fuch as were going to the 
town, and Captain Calliaud had entered into a negotiation with fbme 
of the Jemautdars, to deliver up the city, or to aflift in furprizing it. 
Colonel Smith, on the firft appearance of the enemy’s troops on the 
other fide of the Coleroon, had difpatchcd exprefs ineflengers to 
him, with the intelligence, which he received on the iith at three 
in the afternoon. At fix, he began his march, with 120 Euro- 
peans and 1200 Sepoys, leaving the rcfl under the command of 
Eicutenant Rumbold and Mahomed Iflbof, whom he empowered to 
conclude with the Jemautdars. 

* The troops marched without tents, baggage, or artillery ; a few bul- 
locks carried the fparc ammunition, and fervants belonging to the com- 
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mlflary were fent forward to provide the meal at the different places of. 
halt. On the 25th at day-break ■ they arrived and halted at the 
vilage of Eliapore, nineteen miles from Tritchinopoly. Oh the 
road Calliaud had received , advices from Captain . Smith, that 
D’Autueil, apprized of his approach, had quitted his firft ftation 
at the Pagodas of Warlore, and had difpofed his troops in a line 
of communication which extended from the Faquieres - tope,.. 
round the Five rocks, the Golden, and the Sugar-loaf, to the French- 
rock ; by which all accefs on the fouthern afpedl of the city was pre- 
ciuded. It had alfo been difcovered, that feveral fpies belonging to D’Au- 
tueil had mingled with and accompanied the Ehglifli troops,, on which 
Calliaud ordered them to be narrowly obferved by his own,, but 
without appearance of fufpicion, intending to make them the inftru- 
ments of deceiving thofe by whom they were employed. The troops- 
having taken fufficient reft, and a full meal, marched from Elia- 
pore at two in the afternoon, and at fix arrived at Aour, a village 
in Tondiman’s Woods, about 12 miles from Tritchinopoly, where 
they ftopped half an hour. Calliaud- then bent his . march, as if 
he intended to come out upon the plain, between the Five rocks 
and the Sugar-loaf, oppofite to the middle of the enemy’s lincy 
and advanced in this diredllon fix miles. It was now 8 o’clock, and 
quite dark, when the French Ipies, fully perfuaded of the intellir 
gence they were cariying, went off to inform D’Autueil where they 
fuppofed’ the Engliflr troops intended to force their way. Half an 
hour after their departure, none of them appearing again,. Calliaud 
entirely changed his rout, ftriking to the eaft along the fldrts of 
Tondlman’s Woods, until he came oppofite to Elimiferum. The 
ground, from the woods to this place on the fouth, beyond It to the 
Caveri on the north, to the weft of it as far as the French rock, and a 
greater {pace to the eaft, is a plain moftly laid out in rice fields, which, 
throughout India, are divided Into areas of no great extent; each en- 
elofed by a feparate bank, and kept overflowed with water until a fort- 
night before the harveft is cut down, until which timethey remain, as 
thefe now were,.a heavy fwamp of mud. The French, fuppofing all 
this part of the country impaflable to a body of troops, had not thought 
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it ncccflaiy to flation a watch either at Elimiferum, or on the bank 
of the Caveri ; and the information which Calliaiul had obtained of this 
ncglc£l fuggefted the advantage he was now taking of it. The troo])S 
entered the rice-ficlds at lo o’clock, the Europeans marchijig firfl:; 
the Sepoys were obferved by the Englifli ferjeants of their com- 
panies, aiKl their own Suhadars or captains were men of duty : but 
no difcipline could be exerted, where the fuccefs intirely depended 
on filcnce and darknefs ; and the fpirit of the foldier himfelf deter- 
mined, whether he fliould give out, or perfevere in gaining his toil- 
fome way, after fo much fatigue already endured. At a in the 
morning two companies of Sepoys were feiU ofl', with orders to pufli 
for the town between the French and Sugar-loaf rocks ; left the enemy 
ftiould be led to fufpicions of the real march, if no alarm were given 
to any part of tlieir line : but, contrary to cxpctStation, thefe Sepoys 
pafted clofe under the l*'rcnch rock without being challenged by a 
finglc ccntincl; for all the troops ftationed hereabouts had been 
drawn to the main body, guarding the ground to the fouth, indicated 
by their fpies. At 4 in the morning, the two companies arrived at 
the Madura, or fouthern gate of the town, where they were imme- 
diately recognized and admitted. It was near tlie dawn of day be- 
fore the main body with Calliaud reached Chuckicyapollam on the 
bank of the Caveri, liaving employed near feven hours in wading 
through the rice-fields, although the diftance was only feven 
miles. Two more ftill remained ; but the light of the city inl])ircd 
the whole line with new alacrity : and tlieir commander, who from 
the multiplicity of his attentions had endured more fatigue than any 
of them, now marched at their head, fupported by two grenadiers. 
Captain Smith, ajiprizcd, drew out half his garrifiin, with two 
field-pieces, ready in cafe of need to protcdl them. Every man 
was received with open arms ; the meal and every refreniment was 
ready for the welcome and exhaufted giicfts ; and with the riling 
fun, a difeharge of twenty-one pieces of cannon announced their ex- 
ultation, witli the news, to the French troops on the jilain. On a 
review it was found, that 300 of tlic Sepoys had dropped behind, 

but 
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but of the EngliHi, only two or three had failed. Mr. D’aiituell 
could fcarccly credit what it was intended he fliould underftand by 
the report of the cannon ; but was foon convinced by fome pri- 
foners picked up by his huflars. The veiy fame evening he re- 
crofled the Caveri with his whole army, into the Ifland of Se- 
ringham, and the next day paffing the Coleroon, proceeded towards 
Pondicherry. 

Intelligence of the French army marching from Arielore.. to 
Tritchihopoly, .was brought, to Madrafs on the 1.5th -of. May, juft 
after tlie prcfidcncy had heard of the repulfe of their own troops 
in the aflaults of Nclore and Madura. Howfoever averfe the prefi- 
dcncy had hitherto hcen.to encounter the French troops, until they 
knew what reinforcements they might expert from. Bengal, and 
Europe; the importance of Tritchinopoly, and conviftion of the 
danger to which it .was . expofed, now fuperfeded this reludlance : 
and they refolvcd to enter the French territories, as the moft probable 
means of drawing their army back ; or even to follow it to Tritchi- 
nopoly ; but as the troops from Nclore were not yet arrived, thofe 
in Madrafs, waiting for them, did not take the field until the afitli 
of May, when 300 men, being the whole of Adlercron’s regiment, 
and 30 of the king's artlllciy, four field-pieces, and 500 Sepoys, 
marched under the command of Colonel Adlercroh himftlf: but 
by various delays arlfing from attention to the modes of warfare 
in Europe, they did not reach Chinglapet until the 31ft, although 
the dlftance was only 30 miles: Captain Poller joined them here 
from the garrifon, with his own compan}’- of 100 Swifs, and 300 
Sepoys : but two days after came the welcome news that Tritchi- 
nopoly was relieved. 

• Whilft the enemy was approaching, Enfigii Bajiat^-ne, who com- 
manded in Carangoly, marched from thence with 300 Sepoys, and 
took the fort of Outramalore by efcalade, in which he left 40 of his 
Sepoys ; but two days after, the fligitlvc garrifon, which likewife 
cohfifted only of Sepoys, returned, with 500 more, fent by ..the 
Kellldar of Vandlwafli ; on whole appearance, the Englilh Sepoj's 
evacuated the fort. This declaration in favour of the French de- 
Vo L. II. F f termiried 
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tcrminecl the prcTulcncy of Madrafs, as tlie ani\y was abroad, to 
employ it in the attack of Vandiwalh. B.ut, waiting for the troo]>s 
from Nclore, and the Nabob’s from Arcot, Col. Adlcrcron Bill ad- 
vanced (lowly. On his approach, the garrifon in Outramalore retreated 
to Vandiwafli, where the army arrived on the 5th of June at night ; 
and early the next morning attacked the Pettah, which they car- 
ried, after a (light rcliftance from 300 Sepoys, whom they 
purfued towards the fort, until obliged to retreat by the fire 
from the walls; nor could they remain in the pettah itfelf, he- 
caufc the principal ftreets led (Ireight to the fort, and were in- 
filaded by one or other of the towers. However, the fvjcccfs. 
coft no lives; although 10 Europeans were wounded: By this 
time, the French troops, as much alarmed by the motions of 
the EnglKli, as the Englilh had lately, been by theirs, w'cre return- 
ing faft from Tritchinopoly; fome were already arrived, at Pondi- 
cherry, others had halted at Trivadi, others were advanced to 
Gingce ; all preparing to march to the relief of Vandiwafli : on the 
other hand, neither the battering cannon, noi any of the. reintbree- 
ments, had joined the Englifli camp ; and there was no probabi- 
lity of making any impreflion on the fort before fome of the. French 
troops Avould arrive to its fuccour; on whicli Col. Adlcrcron re- 
folvcd to cpiit the enterprize,. but fet (ire to the pettali before he 
retired ; aiuV on the nth, the army arrived at Outramalorc. 

By this time the pi-cfidency, (Ircightcned in their treafliry, were 
tired of the cxpcncc of a campaign which had produced (b little c(^ 
fe£l ; and their prefent propcnlity to caution, as well as parlimony, 
was incrcalcd' by uncxpc^lcd intelligence, that the French had (irized 
the company’s failorics at Madapollani, Bandermalnnka, and Ingcram, 
which arc lituated' near the fea on diflcrcnt hranches of the river 
Oodaveri, in the province of Rajahmundrum. To thc(e lofles were 
addl'd apprehenfions arifing (Vom various reports, that hlr. Bufly in- 
ti'uded to attack the more important fafloty of Vizagapatam, 

In this cloudy hour the prcfldency Injudicioufly ordered Adlcr- 
cron to return immediately with the army to Madral's, although a 
part of the French troops were arrived and encamped under tlie 
4 walls 
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walls of V aiiclhvafli. They were commanded by Sa'ubinet, an of- 
ficer of enterprize, who no fooner faw the Englifh army retmating 
from Outramalore, than he advanced and took pOfl'effion of this 
place ; and^ as foon as he heard that they had repafled Chi'ng- 
lapett in their way to Maclrafs, detached early in the' morning 
of the 15^1, 200 Europeans aiid 500 Sepoys, with two field- 
pieces, to retaliate on Conjeveram the fire which they had fet 
to VandiWafli. ,.Conjevera.m.is, the largeft open _tow:n..jn„the.. Car-, 
—iiatic, ..and-the moft- populous.; -.befides tlie refort it attra(Sts by the 
great quantities of grain produced in the vaft plain that furrounds it, 
it is ftill more frequented from the reputation of its pagoda, and of 
^ .the.college of Bramins, who-^poflefs.Jt, and. are acknowledged, the 
-fuprem e council of-the. Indian religion in Coromandel : both the 
Englifti and French had, during the late wars, kept troops in the 
I' pagoda ; but its fpace and proper attentions had ftill preferved the 
/ priefts afld the holy places from contamination or pollution. There 
were at this time in the pagoda two companies of Sepoys, under 
the command of Seijeant Lambertfon. The French troops arrived at 
noon, and, contrary to their expeftation, were affailed by the fire 
of mulketry, concealed on each fide of the ftreet, which obliged 
them to beat up the houfes as the line advanced ; and the Englilh 
Sepoys, who knew their grouzid, continually efcaped from one 
fhelter to another, renewing their firej until they retreated into the 
pagoda. The enemy, exafperated, then advanced againli the gate- 
way, where the ferjeatit was ready to receive them again, placing 
his Sepoys, fome on fcafiblding along the wdls, and others ariiongfl: 
the open mafonry of the ftories -which compofe the vafl: tower over 
, the' gate-Way. The two field-pieces were of little fervice to diflodge 
them from fuch defences, and the feijeant had obftrudted the porch 
with large trees, laid with their branches outwards. On this refiftance, 
Saubiner thought it prudent not to perfift, for his time was limited, 
and eight of his Europeans were killed, mOre wounded,' and of the 
Sepoys in proportion. They therefore niarched to a difitant quarter 
of the town, from whence detachments were fent to colledt what- 
foeve'F plunder could be conveniently carried away. In the evening. 

F f 2 they 
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they fet fire to the town : at midnight they marched away, and the 
next day arrived at Outramalore. ‘ • 

The terror fpread by this incurfion was of much more detriment 
than the mifchief done at Conjeveram ; for all the inhabitants of the 
open and fertile country along the Paliar, abandoned their labours 
and occupations, and the renters as ufual amplified the Ioffes they 
were likely to fuftain in the colledtion of the revenues. The prefi-, 
dency of Madrafs, fenfible and vexed at their error,, immediatel}’’. 
ordered the army to march back, ^nd re-crofs the Paliar. Col. 
Lawrence, .althoiigh.-he.had_,refblved..from..,the time, he was fiiper- 
feded b}’^ Colonel Adlercron, never to adt under his command, on 
this occafion offered to join the, camp as a, volunteer; and Adlercorn 
accepted the propofal with good w'ill. The army ; marched from 
the Mount on the i pth. The French, on their approach, retired 
from Outramalore to Vandiwafh, and intrenched ffrongly within 
half a mile of the. eaffem fide of the fort, fummoning reinforce- 
ments from all their garrifons in the rear. The Englifli, likewife wait- 
ing for detachments and the Nabob’s cavalry from Arcot, did not ad- 
vance to Outramalore until the 29th, wLen an uncommon ficknefs 
broke out in the camp ; men being fiiddenly feized, and dying in 1 2- 
hours, and as many. died as recovered. The mortality continued 
four days, but the - camp having moved on the fiftli five miles 
beyond Outramalore, fewer men fell down the next, and in tv^j-o days 
more the ficknefs intirely ceafed. On the 1 1 th of July thej’- encamped 
within fight of the enemy, whofe huflars hovered round the line, 
but came not near enough to receive any harm. By this time the 
firength of the two armies, although different, was nearly equal : 
the French had 800 Europeans, of ■which 100 were hullars, and 
1500 Sepoys; the Englifli 700 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, but no 
horfe, excepting a few troopers, to ferve as fcouts. On the 1 6th, 
500 of the Nabob’s horfe arrived firom Arcot ; . and the next morning 
300 of them, with five companies of Sepoj’-s, advanced towards the 
encm^’^’s camp, followed by the picquet of 100 Europeans, with -a 
field-piece, and at the fame tune the whole line drew out, ready to 
meet a general aiJHon, if the enemy would give the opportunity ; 

but 
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but they recalled their advanced polls into their intrenchments, and 
only fent out their huflars, who, as before, ventured nothing. 
This trial convinced Col. Lawrence that nothing . but the certainty 
of advantage could bring them to adlipn ; and enough being done- 
to convince the country that the former retreat had not been .in 
confequence of fear, he thought it beft to put an end to the expence of 
the campaign. The army marched away on the 26th, and the enemy: 
made no motion to harrafs them. On the 28 th, they -arrived at 
Conjeveram, where 500’ Europeans, with 1500 Sepoys, remained: 
in cantonments, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Forde :: 
the reft returned to the garriibns and ftations from whence they 
had been drawn. .Thus ended this campaign, in which the whole; 
force that Madrafs and Pondicherry could bring into the field, je-. 
mained 40 days, within a. few. hours march of. each, other, and fepa- 
rated,- without ^ man wounded .on. either- fide. . Neverthelefs, both 
were right, according to their di^rent views and circumftances, iiv 
refraining from adion. 

The garrifon of Madura was fo much elated by the departure of" 
Captain Calliaud with the beft of the troops, and by the caufe in' the 
danger of Tritchinopoly, that the Jemautdars, who had made pro- 
pofals to' him, would not continue any .communication with Lieu- 
tenant Rumbold and Mahomed Iflbof; who ordered up -fix of the- 
1 2 companies of Sepoys from Tinivelly and Palamacotah, and moved' 
the camp from the s. e. to the n. e. of the town on the other fide of 
the river Vigee, in order to cut off the communication of the garri- 
fon with the river, from which they drew their water, as all in the 
tanks of the town and plain was putrid. 

The four fides of Madura front nearly to the four cardinal points. 
The river palling from the n. w. wallies the walls at the n. e.. 
angle ; the bed, unlefs immediately after heavy rains, lies in- 
dry flats of fand, on fome of which are buildings; the channels- 
between are lhallow. The Englilh camp extended on the nor- 
thern fide of the river, oppofite the angle, and within point- 
blank of part of the walls on the eaft and north' fides, for-’ 
nothing was feared from the decayed artillery of the town,. 
» 'The 
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The gate-way of the north' fide, from whence the ’ garrifoji got 
their water, was near the N. w.. angle, and about 8o yards 
from the river.; on the fide of which, oppofite to the. gate, they 
threw np a retrenchment, in which they kept a guard to pro- 
tect the water-carriers. Lieutenant Rumbold, with the Europeans, 
pafied the river under covcj- of a field piece, and having diflodged 
the guard from the poft on the other fide, kept pofleflioil, ftrength- 
ehed it with better retrenchments, and Rationed two companies of 
Sepoys to maintain it. This immediately obliged the enemy to 
open another gate, it was that to the fouth, and to get their water 
from the tanks within and without the town, which foon threw 
many of them into- fluxes. 

. Rumbold and Mahomed Iffoof remained three or four days without 
doing any thing more, hoping to put the enemy off their guard, arid 
then, taking a night when the wind blew very ftrong, advanced 
with a large party of Sepoys, cariying bundles of ftraw mixed with 
more effedual combuftibles, which they piled, and fet fire to againft 
the outward doors of the gateway ;• which were foon coiifumed, and 
the party fuffered very little, being concealed by the thicknefs of 
the fmoke, and ftill more protedled by the indifference of the garri- 
fon, who knew their own fecurity; for, when advanced with a 
petard through the windings of the gateway to the fecond door, 
which opened immediately into the city, the troops^ to their great 
furprize, found the front of it bricked up with a ftrong wall ; upon 
which they retired 'without delay. By. this time, the Sepoys from 
Tinivelly were advancing; and Captain Calliaud, being convinced that 
the French army were not likely to return again to Tritchinopoly, had 
detached a platoon of 30 Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, and an 1 8 
pounder, which were likewife on the road to Madura. The garrifbn 
hearing of the approach of thefe reinforcements, refolved to make a 
vigorous effort before their arrival. Intelligence was reedved of their 
intention, and to be prepared- againft it, the ground on each fide of 
the camp was Iluiced by cutting the mound of a large tank at fbme 
diftancein the rear; and Mahomed Ifibof undertook to defend the 

poll: 
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poft oil the other fide of the river with the ufual guard of two com- 
jianies of Sepoys, and the addition of a field-piece. On the pth of 
the montli the encni}^ made the faUy at noon day. They were 300 
Sepoys, ZOO cavalry difmounted, and 200 more on their horfes. 
TIic riders came round from the weft, and crofling tlie river, kept 
galloping on tills fide the camp, but without venturing to pafs the 
fwamp ; but the foot iflliing from the north gate, which they had 
unbricked, advanced ftreight fonvard to the watering poft. A fliot 
had fcarcely been fired, before the two companies of Sepoys, either 
from panic or fpite, for Mahomed Iflbof was a fevere commanderj 
abandoned him, and difperfed, all but ten men, with whom he re- 
treated to a choultiy, on an ifland in tlie river, to which they were 
followed by part of the enemy, whilft the reft feized the gun. Lieu- 
tenant Rumbold on the danger advanced with the company of Cof- 
fres, and one of Sepoys, leaving the four other companies, and the 
field-pieces for the defence of the camp. He made his' way good 
to the Choultry, where he found the fmall party of defenders 
reduced to their laft cartridge, having killed more tlian their own 
number of the enemy, who retreated as foon as the reinforce- 
ment came up. On the i ith of June, arrived the detachment from 
Tritchinopoly ; when Rumbold mounted the eighteen pounder they 
had brought,, on the recovered poft. It fired three days,- until moft 
of its ammunition was fpent, but without being able to make a 
praflical breach.; and in the mean time the enemy threw up a re- 
trenchment witli a deep ditch before the breach^ and ftrengthened 
the ditch with palifades ; fo that nothing could be done by af- 
fault without more force. The prefidency had- forefeen this; and 
notwithftanding their other alarms, ftlll continued intent, on the re- 
duftion of Madura, as the moft dangerous advantage, of which the 
French- were likely to. get pofleflion, if not immediately recovered ; 
of which fenfe nothing could be a. greater proof than their infuffi- - 
cient efforts ; for the attempt required a complete arm}*". They 
therefore left it to the difcretioii of Calliaud, to^ proceed: again to • 
the attack, with fuch a force as ftiould not leave Tritcliihopoly '. 
expofed. again to too much rifque. Some, days pafledi in. waiting the - 

return. ;■ 
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return of a detachment of 50 Europeans, which, had come from, 
and had heen lately fent back . to . Fort St. .David ; .and as foon as 
they xetufned, he took the field with po Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
an eighteen-pounder, and 200 horfe fiipplied by the king of Tan- 
•jore : more than half the Europeans were French and Dutch de- 
serters, chofen, that none but the Englifti foldiers might be left: to 
^uard the French prifoners in the city. The renter Moodilee, na- 
turally timorous, and awed by the imperious temper of Mahomed 
iflbof, had quitted the camp, and followed Calliaud when he 
■marched to the relief of Tritchinopoly ; from whence he now again 
returned with him to Madura. The detachment fet out on the 
■25th of June, and arrived on the 3d of July. .The Sepoys called 
from Tinivelly had joined a few days before; but Mr. Rumbold* 
had neverthelefs been obliged to reduce his operations to preventing 
the garrifon from getting water from the river, and provifions from 
the country. 

Calliaud, feeing the dexterity with which the enemy had counter-' 
a£led‘ the battery of Rumbold, refolved to prevent’ them from op- 
pofing the fame obftacles to that which he intended to ered j by keep- 
ing them in ignorance of the part he fhould attack,- until the firfl: 
Shot was fired. The gabions, fafcines, and platforms, were pre- 
pared in the camp ; arid as fbon -as all were ready, the troops al- 
lotted marched on the pth at night to the watercourfe which runs 
to the weft of the city, and raifed the batteiy a^inft the curtain 
between the gateway and the tower which had been attempted by 
efcalade of the ift of May. It mounted two eighteen -pounders, 
with four field-pieces, was finifhed before the morning, and atdaj'^- 
break began to fire. The parapet of the faufle-^bray \vas fbon beaten 
down, and the inward wall, although ftrong, was by noon fhaken fb 
much, that the parapet of this likewife fell entirely, and the wall it- 
felf was fufficiently fhattered, to permit a man to clamber to the top : 
but, in this Ihort time, the garrifon had ftaked the rairipart behind 
with the trunks of Palmeira trees fet on end : a few fhot knocked 
down fome, nor-could any of them have been firmly fixed, and to 
leave tlie eneiriy -no -more time to prepare farther defences, Cal- 
liaud 
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liaud refolved to florm immediately. Of the Europeans, oiilytlie 
artiileiy-men \yere left at the battery: all the battalion-men, who 
\vere. iso, marched, followed by the company of CofFrees, and they 
by 400 Sepoys. Calliaud led ‘ the Europeans, and Mahomed IflbofF 
the Sepoys. ‘Thegarrifon had difciplined' 300 of their matchlock- 
men as Sepoys ; . who, although much inferior to ;thefe troops, 
were improved far beyond their former ftate ; thefe were polled on 
the wefterii gate- way, which, projeding beyond the faufle-rbray 
into the ditch, flanked' the tower attacked ; rind a multitude were 
crouded on the ramparts behind and on each fide of -the breach. 
The troops, although galled, advanced refolutely through the ditch 
and faufle-bray, and four of the mofi: adive fcramb'led up the 
breach to the rampart, but were immediately tumbled down dead, 
or mortally wounded. This reprefled the ardour of thofe who were 
following : an officer threw out imprudent words, and the infirmity 
vifibly caught the whole line, notwithftanding the exhortations and 
adivlty of Calliaud, who was in the faulfe-bray direding the aflault. 
Whofoever mounted afterwards came down without getting to the 
top, pretending the impoffibility, although the danger was as great 
in the faufle-bray below ; for, befides the fhower of other annoy- 
ances, the enemy had prepared bags and pipkins filled with meer 
powder, to which they fet fire as they tolled them' down on the 
heads of the aflailants, and the fcorch of the explofion was in- 
evitable and intolerable. Neverthelefs, Calliaud continued the af- 
fault half an hour; when finding that no command was any longer 
obeyed, and that much lofs had been fuftained, he ordered the re- 
treat. Four of the bravefl: ferjeants were killed, and as many 
wounded, and 20 other Europeans were either killed or delperately 
wounded; of the Cofifrees 10; of the Sepoys 100 were difabled, 
but. few of this body were killed, and fewer died afterwards of their 
wounds. 

The prefidency received intelligence of this repulfe on the 2 5th, 
and on the fame day two Peons, elcaped from Vizagapatam, brought : 
news, that Mr. Bufly had taken that fettlement, iii which were.! 

? 5 ° European foldiers. Thefe evils were aggravated by the* circiim- ; 

VoL. U. Gg fiances ' 
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ftanccs of tlic times : for there is no countr}* in which the flighteft. 
fucccih;? and mifchanccs of war weigh lo mucli in the opinions both 
of friends and enemies, as in Indoftan, and ;i large body of Mor-, 
r.itocs had encamped a few days before on tlie weftem frontiers 
of the Carnatic, threatening the Nabob to enter and ravage the pro- 
vince, if their demands were not complied with. 

The Namj Balat3:erow, after his return from Snnore, in the lall 
vear, remained at Poni, in appearance attentive only to the affairs 
of Delhi, and the northern countries of Indoftan, to which he de- 
tached a very large force in Oflober ; but when he liiw Salabadjing 
.and Mr. Budy proceeding with their rcfpcclive armies, tlie one to 
Aurengabad, the other to the ceded provinces, he took the field 
himfelf with 60,000 horfe, and proceeded to the Southward, pafled 
tlie Rriflna, and having purified his army in the ftreams of the 
Bcamraw, a facred river in Viziaporc, they fet off from hence in 
tlie middle of February, and marched rapidly towards hlyfore, 
c.iriying terror and dcftrutflion wherever, they came. Mod of the 
forts on the way fufrcndcrcd on the firfl fummons, and fuch ns 
held out, were inveded, or at lead watched by detachments, whild 
the main body purfued its courfc without interruption to the capital 
^cnngr.pr.tp)}:. It was feme apprehenfions of this invafion, which had 
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and it was a maxlrri with Balagerow, never to remain to_the fou'th- 
ward, with that obstacle between himfelf and his capital. He 
accordingly marched away from SirpI, with the greateft part of 
his army, 45,000 men, but left 15,000 horfe, as many foot, and 
a large train of artillery, under the command of a geheral named 
Ba laven trow, to execute the other purpofes of the campaign, who, 
after , receiving the fubmiflions and fines of a variety of pkty Poly- 
gars under the fubjeftion of Sirpi, proceeded 40, miles to the s.s.e. 
and encamped between two forts called the greater and lefiTer 
Balabarum, of which the greater refufed to make any fubmiffion, 
but the kellidar of the other paid 50,000 rupees. From hence 
they proceeded 20 miles farther eaft, and, after a fiege of 10 days, 
took Oufcotah. This fort, although far diftant from the territory 
of Cudapah, belonged to the Nabob of that province. Proceed- 
ing, they fiimmoned the fort of^jolar, fituated 20 miles beyond 
Oufcotah, and being refufed, left it in their rear, and fat down 
before Mulliavaukel, twenty miles farther on. This fort ftands on 
the highefl: rock of a large mountain, and is impregnable by 
open force. Balaventrow therefore tried money, which in four 
.days gained the place. They were now within 30 miles of the 
great range of mountains which bound the Carnatic to the Weft ; 
•and.on the 27th of Jvuie encarnped before. the. fort of Cudapanatam, 
fixty miles N. by w. from the city of Arcot, and commanding the 
entrance of one of the pafles into the Carnatic. Balaventrow, 
whilft preparing to attack the fort of Cudanapatam, fent forward 
letters from Balajerow, with his own, to the Nabob, and the prefi- 
dency. During the expedition to Seringapatam, Balajerow had like- 
wife written feveral to the prefidency, in whi^..hej?omplained, that 
-tllS. gP^yernment of Bombay , had .^yen him no ftiare of . the plun- 
de rjpf Ghe ria ; and held out his intentions „of yifiting.the.Carnatic.on. 
_his_ return from My fore, in order to fettle, as he faid, the affairs 
-ofjthe-province ; but thefe were deemed expreffions merely defigned 
to intimidate, inlbmuch that the prefidency,.,in_anf\yer,Jnyited_him^ 
to come, and aflift the^jn. expelling the French, as the only 
means of reftoring tranquillity to the country.' They were' there- 
fore not a little furprized to find in the letters now received from 

G g 2 Balajerow 
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B'alajerow and his agent, to themfelve-s, and in ftronger terms to 
the Nabob, a peremptory demand of the Clout or tribute due to the 
Idng of ^the.Morintoes- from...tlie Nabobiiiip of Arcot, which. 
Balajerow afierted had been fettled by Nizamalmuluck at lix- 
hundred thoulluid rupees a year, four for the Carnatic, and two- 
for Tritchinopoly and tlie fouthern countries ; but that lie had re- 
ceived nothing for lix years,, that is, lince the death of the Nabob 
Anwarodean KJian : the funi he required was- four millions- of 
rupees. 

The city of Arcot was ifruck with conftemation bj’- the arrival' 
of the IMorratoes at Cudanapatam, and' the Nabob himfelf appre- 
hended the incurfion of fbme of their parties even into the toi\Ti,. 
on- which the prefidenc}’ invited and adviled him to ' lend tlie 
women and children of his fiunily to jMadrafs but his mother, tlie 
■nddow of Anaverdi, having fomc prejudice againft the jur of the fea 
coaft, chofe to remain at Arcot; tiie relf arrii^ed on the loth of 
Jul3r,. palling, widiout danger, as the Englilli army were then 
before Vandiwalli. In the mean time a correlpohdence by letters 
and agents m’RS carr)ring on betT%*een tlie Nabob and Balaventrow. 
Ciidapanatam, after a breach, liirrendered on . the 15th of July;- 
when a ftroiig detachment of Morratoes immediately came tlirough- 
the pafs and' invefted' Ambore, from* wliich they leided a contri- 
bution, and tlicir parries fcowered tlie valley of Vaniambaddy, quite 
up to the gates of Velore but B*y[aventrow..liimlHft.A\url^ main 
hod3'j. remained’' at .Cudapa.tnam,,and lent .an:officer- of diftin^Hon and 
great prudence named.Axmet-row,' to neg-otiate with tlie Nabob : lie 
arriyed at Arcot oh die 20th : he demanded 400^000- rupees as arrears 
■from the Naboblliip in general,, widi the refen’^e'of collefting from the 
forts and Potygars of the C^naric in proportion. After much dif- 
cuflion, he confented to take 200,000 in .ready money from the 
Nabob, and his referipts on die forts and Potygars lbr 250,000 more. ' 
Tliele terms,, conlidering all eifeumftanCes, were moderate ; iuid-tlie 
Nabob thinking that the prelidenc3’‘- would be as- well latislied with- 
diem as himfelf,. requefted the3'- would furnilK the money out of die 
rents he had alligiied to the Company lor the expences of the war. 
But the prelidency wiflied to aimul a claim..^ wliich if admitted under 

their 
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their lan£Vion, might never be rclinquiflicJ. They had, however, 
no alternative but to pay or fight ; and no contemptible means of 
rcliftancc were tendered to them at this very time. The Mqrratoe 
.Morariro\v, in confequcncc of his fubmiflions to Balajerow in the. 
preceding year at Sanorc, had joined and accompanied him with 6000. 
horfc in the expedition to- Serin gapafam. They parted after the re- 
duflion of Sii'pi, and Morarirow returned to his own country with- 
out having got any thing by the campaign, not even the pay of his 
troops, which Balajerow regarded as military vaflals to the Morratbe: 
fovercignty. The Nabob of Cudapah had been fummoned to pay the 
chout, and had refufed ; on which Balavcntrow had taken Oufebtah,.. 
and the Nabob armed.. Tlic neighbouring Nabobs of Sanore, .Canoul, 
and Condanore, all, as well as Cudapah, Pitans, took the alarm, and 
Morarirow, whofc territory is contiguous to theirs, pretending to fear 
as much as they, propofed that all together fliould make an alliance 
with -the Englilh, the Nabob of Arcot, and' the Myforeans,. not only 
to oppofe Balavcntrow at prefent, but to prevent the invafions of Ba- 
lajerow to the fouth of the Kriftna in future. All confented, and Mo- 
rarirow, taking the lead, made the propofal to the Nabob and thepre- 
fidency in the mod: explicit terms ; Cudapah did fo llkewife;' and both 
profered to march immediately and give battle to Balavcntrow .at Cu- 
- -^dapanatam, if the Englifh troops would join them there. Theprefi- 
dcncy could fparc no troops, and was as much afraid of .them,, as of 
the Morratoes, entering the province ;,and in.this.dilcpima refolved, if 
pollible, to procradinate with Armetrow until the arrival of fupplies, 
or intelligence from Europe,, lliould give fome certainty to their 
Gondudl ; and invited him to come to Madrafs, who, on the offer 
of the Nabob to accompany him, confented :. they arrived on the 
V .8th.of_Auguft, and' the next- day conferred with the governor, who 
reprefented the merit of the Ehglifli nation iti preferving. the 
Carnatic from the-domlnion. of the French, from whom the Mor- 
ratoes would never have received' any tribute, fince thej’^ had paid 
.none for .the nprthern provinces ; in the rcdu£iion of. which he pro- 
^ 9 . Bajayentrpw with a body of Englilh troops. • Btit both . • 
thele arguments adriiitted. the claim ;. and Armetrow perceiving the 

cvafion. 
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i!ir wnr-i-tnicc. moll of ihr common men inlifted in tlic Company’.; 

liOi O,; .nul liu ;v I'clmt no ronvov.mco iviulv to carry away tlic ivfl. 

no alt* iVilion tnUirtl in the <lrcni!th t'f liic armv. 

• * « 

’riv Krcnch army r,i Vamliw.alh. nr. (^)on tin- Englifli cantoned 
thomjMver. in Conjc* . ram, employed ilu ir Sepoys nml ht^rfe lo 
tavai;-' Country. A <?ct.’.ch«i< nt immc‘diar<dy tool: pofic fiion of 
f )c.t!.*m.'*lfnc. and iiorn thence plundered thiMlinriiTls of Sahnv.uik : 
r; nv.ulj l.-.i^cr, with two licld-pirce:., mnvcljed into ihc diflri< 5 l;> of 
C'ijittapc?!. where they wen* Inrpri/.ed ?mi heatni iw r-oo .Sepoys and 
i'.orlc {':*Mn tlic fort. ’I'lns rcuicil hotly iHiiifpcinitnccd, divided 
iciio iw.>. one t'f whii'li nhnulcrcd .1 . f.'.r as Tinu-rv within five milcG 

4 • 

»'f An .md tlie other t<j C.nvant.and.'ihstn within Ji>: of Conicvej.im ; 
hut * I left- Im'infuni:: ucre fo fudden .inti ir.infjtt»ry, that no motions 
wen* m.‘'tit* hy the Itcop.. tlicie to rejnll them. Mowever, too 
Sipovs wetc frjn from tiic nni of Aicot, ii> .-'.flill Cliiit.ipet, wijo 
wen* ati.ickcd .and mr.tle tlwir w.iy !hrouj;h n nrongcr party of the 
tnrmiV. Tlu* month. <if Anrjtil pafud in thrfe al.irtn?, wliichwcrc. 
then fuisxrdtdhy c^nr e>f mote con jeejnence. Of the th.ree fo.iO.^. 
width .itc anmi.-.lly cclehr.'.ted. at 'riipciii. that which f.dls iti the 
hep/nmistp. of Sej tcmhrr is held itj much higher devotion than cithcr 
<>f ti*.c otiu'i xwt', nnti tmuc tnoiuy is collei'lcd iji pioportion, fince 
th.r jiinnV-er of pilgrim? is much prentcr. In the hepinning of Jinic 
N.vatahulla, tlic ichil governor of Xcl»>rc, returned from Mal'uli- 
patajn, accompanied hy eighty Fccncli foldien*. Me, liowever, re- 
iv.ained quiet until the Knbolfs troops under the command of Ab- 
dulwahah, had marched nw.iy to Arcoi, and ihofe of the two Poly~ 
g.ir.<, D.imcrla Venkyiapnh and l>anj;ar Yatcham, liad withdr.iwn to- 
th'.ir htuner. Me then tixdt the field, hut confined liis operations 
to isKurllons into the opeticr country of the Polygnrs, until the 
middle of Augufl, when In: marched fuddcnly with his wholo 
force, and fat down before the fort, nf Cadawah, fituatcd within 
twelve milts of Tripetli, and belonging lo the Nabob. TJtis mo- 
tion left no doubt of his intention to colledl the revenue of the. 
ajiproaching feafl, which liad for fome years been afligncd to- 
five company. On the fjrfl advices of the dangcrj the prcfidcncy. 

1 ordered; 
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ordered a detachment of loo Europeans, with two neJdrpieces, their 
artillery-men, and 300 Sepoys, to. march with ail expedition, from 
Conjeveram, under the command of Captain^ .Polier ; and at the 
fame time ordered the two Polygars to zck. in concert with tliis de- 
• tachment, which fet out on the.firft of September. 

On' the 6th, four, of the Company’s fhips from England.anchored 
dn the road, of Madrafs. It was feme time that the Triton, a 
jfrigate of twenty guns, belonging to the fquadron, and the. Re- 
venge, of the -fame rate, belonging to the Company, and com- 
manded b}'^ commodore James, had been Rationed to cruize off Pon- 
dicherry, in order to intercept any of the enemy’s veflels, or give the 
intelligence -of the-coaft to all the Englifh fhips they might meet; 
and they were likev/ife inftructed to take out of the firft from England 
the recruits they might bring; which were to be immediately 
landed at Fort St. David, as the fafeft and moft exjpeditious means 
-df reftoring to that garrifon the men which had lately been taken 
-from it to ferve m the expedition to Madura, and in the campaign 
of Vandiwafh. The cruizers difeovered the four Indiamen between 
Pondicheriy and Fort St. David, joined them off of Alamparvah, and 
'took on board all the recruits, which were 200 ; but having fallen 
30 mile's ’to leeward, it was the 7th at to at night before they an- 
?chored again in the road of Fort St. David. At the dawn of day ...they 
'difeovered j.i^fhips.at.anchpr, extending, from the eaft to the fouth, 
-and -none at more than three miles diffance. The cruizers imme- 

9 

diatety got under weigh, and were fbon convinced, tha t_the ffrang exs^ 
„^lthougbLrJ:hey ihewed-.Englifh-Colours,, were Fren ch fhips. Never- 
•thelefs, Commodore James refolved to difembark the recruits in the 
■ Revenge, fending as many as the three boats of the fhip could carry 
to the outfide of the fiirf, where they were received and landed by the 
•malibolas of the'fhore, which always begin to ply at day-break. The 
boats returning, took the reft of the recruits, but before they could 
•reach the fhip again, the foremoft of the enemy’s fquadron w^ere 
. come fb nigh, that it was neceflary to fiy, and leave the boats to the 
fhore. The Triton not failing fb well as the Revenge, and being 
under other reftriftions of fervice, had not ventured the delay of 
landing the recruits fhe had taken on board, but had advanced on her 
3 ' "^^sy. 
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wav, although flowly, waiting' foiTier comrade, which foon joined 
her, when both, under fuch a cloud of fail as amazed the enemy, 
flood before them ; but were nevWthelefs fo prefled by two of their 
prime failers, which kept without, that they were obliged to fail 
through the road of Pondicherry itfelf ; where a fliip of force was 
riding, which, inflead of cutting her cable, and beginning an eiir 
gagment, fuffered the cruizers to pafs, whilfl fhe was weighing her 
anchor at the capflone to purfue them. As foon as they were be- 
yond Pondicherr}*, the enemy, afraid of falling to leeward of their 
port, ceafed tlie chafe, and anchored in the road. , The cruizers then 
hailed, aiid agreed, that the Revenge fliould proceed immediately 
with the intelligence to Bengal, and the Triton to Madrafs, where 
file anchored early the next morning. . 

The council was immediately fummonedj and their determinations 
were foon taken. All the feribes in the fettlement were not adequate 
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of tlie. agents in a maflbola to compliment tlie admiral, and to deliver 
a letter from the prefidency, in which^ “ the admiral was re- 
“ quefted to cruize off Ceylon, in order to encounter Or intercept 
“ the enemy’s, and to protefib- the Englilh^ Ihips expe'dred on the 
“ coaft in that track of navigation’; it was confidently fup- 
“ poled, that Mr. Watfon, ^<dth theHiips under his command, would- 
“ arrive from Bengal, in the other track, by the.middle of September,, 
“ when every fuccefs might be expected,, from the’ junction- of the- 
“ two Iqu’adrons, and even Pondicherry itfelf brought to rifque.” 
The agent' did’ not perceive the miftake until too near to efcape,, but 
had time to conceal-, as^ he thought, the letter between- two planks 
of the feat : he. was receiv-ed on board with civility, and with the 
malioola carried to Pondicherry. 

Several anxious days palTed in expeftation that the .-French -flups 
' would- bear down from, thence, and fcour the road of Ivladrafs,- 
V- where the lofs' of the China Ihips would have, been of much evil. 

'' conf^jUence to the Company’s commerce. Several days more, before’ 
ei^en an imperfect account could' be’ obtained,, what the French fhips- 
' were, what force they brought^- and what their proceedings after 
their arrival; and it w^as long after, before: the'moti;-es of their con- 
, duct at this time were dlfcovered. 

The fquadron- conlifted of four Ihips of 6o guns, two of 50, three’’ 
of 36, 30, and 22; and two of 16 guns, with a hpmb-ketch ; in all 
12 veQels, raoft of which failed from France in the end of December, 
but being feparated by a ^le of wdnd; the laft did not arrive^ Mau- 
ritius until the^ 25th of June. They brought from France the re- 
giment of Lorrain, wdth '50 of the king’ s ^Ttil]eTy, the whole under 
the command of the Marquis.. de Soupires, of the rank of marihal 
de camp, which anftvers to that of major general with us. They 
' failed on the ift o£.^ Julv f rom JMauritius- t-o-thtrifle. of -Bourbon, 
where they took^on board Mr. Bouvet, who W'as appointed to con- 
duQ; the fquadron to India ; he .wak governor of this Ifland, and one 
of the ableft navigators belonging to France; On the 15th, the-^’’ 
arrived at E^^ule.Pomt ym-I\&dagafcar, where they remained the reft 
of the month taking in provllions, of which their owm iflands-%vere 

not 
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not able to furnifli a fiiHiciency. From lienee they failed on the 
'ill of Aiigiift, and on the 9th of September, the day after their ar- 
rival at Pondicherry, landed 9S3 men ofLorrain, of which 63 were 
fick, the 50 artillery-men, and 60 volunteers from Bourbon, with 
tlicir equipages ; befides wliich had been embarked in the fliijis, 20 
pieces of battering cannon, fonic mortars, and a great number of 
bombs and balls. -]\I. Soupircs, who by his commiflion took the 
dircclion and command of all militaiy ojicrations, fummoned a 
mixed council, of the military, the marine, and the civil .govern- 
ment, in which he propofed that the lliijis and troops lliould im- 
mediately inveft and blockade Fort St. David ; but the letter from '.the 
prclldcncy of hladrafs to the Engiifli -Admiral had been difeovered in 
•theMaflbola, and r.iifed fuch a confternation in the French fquadron, 
bv the apprehenfions of feeing every hour a force fuperiorto their own, 
•that Mj. Bouvet declared he had done enough in landing the troops, 
and fliould fail immediately back to the iflands : no arguments could 
change his rcfolutlon, nor would he wait to difembark the artillery 
and heavy ammunition, bccaufe they ferved as part of the ballaft in 
the difierent fliips, which it would require fifteen days to fiiift and 
rcinftate in a condition fit for failing. Thus was much detriment 
prevented by the accident of difeovering the letter, which, at the 
-time it happened, was deemed a great mlfchance. 

The fudden departure of tlic French fliips dimlnlflied in Ibme 

■ degree the apprehenfions which h.ad been raifed by their arrival. The 
‘ army from Conjeveram was ordered to encamp on the plain near 
• Madrafs ; the detachment witli Poller, which had returned as far 

as Tripaflbur, to march back and protedt the feaft at Trlpetty, until 
concluded : and Calliaud was permitted to continue before Madura, 
if any chance remained of getting tlic place. 

This officer, very infirm before, fell dangeroufly ill immediately 

■ after the rcpulfe of the laft attack, and was obliged to retire to the 
neighbouring village of Trivalore, where he remained until the 4th 
of Augufi, before his health was “fufficiently reftored to endure the 
fatigues of the camp; however, this time was not entirely loft. The 
greater and lefler Moravars, at his ftilicitalon, font their troops as far 

H h 2 as 
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ns Coilgiidny, ready to ncl on call. The Folygar Catnbominagiic 
came himfelf with looo Collerics. Mynnah, who was the fugitive 
governor of Madura when Maphuzc Khan came into the country, 
quitting the rccellcs of Nattam. and difclaiming all' fartlicr con- 
nexions v/ith the rebels, came to the camp, with a large retinue, 
fomc troops, and, ns a proof of his linccrity, brought his family ; 
by his influence the affiftance of moft of the Nattam collerics was 
fccured. Nabcy Cawn Cattcck, the ancient collcag-ue of Myana, kept 
himfelf concealed in the v.-oods of Moravar, without making any 
efibrts to afiill: the garrifon ; and what perhaps was equal to any one 
of thefe advantages, 50 Europeans, and a nine-inch mortar, had ar- 
rived at the camp from Tritchinopoly. 

W'ith the otlier defections, the jemautdars in ^ladiira had realbn 
to doubt of the affilbance they expected from IMaphuze Khan with 
the weftern Polygars of Tinivclly, and from the Mj^breans at 


Dindigul. 


Five hundred horfe and a thonfand foot remained .with Maphuze 
Khan at Ncllitangavillc, when Berkatoolah left him and came 
away to defend JN^Iadura, which Calliaud at the fame time was march- 
ing to attack with, the main body of the Englifh troops from Tini- 
Avlly. As foon as Calliaud was out of light, Maphuze Khan and 
the Puliravcr took the field, and were joined by other Poylgars, which 
all together made up a camp of 10,000 men. This army marched 
from NeHirangavillc in the latter end of April, and advanced beyond 
Alvar Courchy within 1 5 miles of Tinivclly, but were deterred b}- 
thc Sepoys left there from attempting the town ; nor did tlicy im- 
mediately plunder or lerrity the inhabitants of the open countrA', 
becaufe the harveft, from Avhich they intended to colledl moiKy, 
v.ould not be reaped until the middle of June ; hoAA*c\*cr, they pub- 
lllhed their mandates that all who A\*cre accountaljle to the renter 
Meciike ihould then become accountable to them. In tiic mean 
time Maphuze Khan negotiated witli rite king of TraA'ancnre .for 
witit the proKr of Cnlacacl and all the other diHrids to 
winds rise king Inid tver made any pretenfion, and more; but, left 


ti.i:' fnouid fill, he, A'/ith h.is ulua! uncertaintv rencAA-cd his netroti- 


ations 
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ations with the Englifli, and fent off an agent with letters to Cal- 
..liaud, propofiiig to rent the country from them on the fecurity of 
fubftantial Ihroffs; Lieutenant Rumbold received thefe ol^rs whilft 
Calliaud was returned to the relief of Tritchinopoly, and, thinking; 
them worth attention, fent a Jemautdar of Sepoys named Ramanaig, 
with an intelligent Moorman, to confer with Maphuze Khan in 
his camp. .They were accompanied by an efcort of 50 Sepoys ; but 
.juft before tlieir arrival, Maphuze Khan had received information, 
tliat the fix companies of Sepoys, of the twelve left at Tinivelly and’ 
Paiamcotah, were ordered to join the camp at Madura ; which, 
changed his fchemes, and inftead of negotiating, he furrounded the 
two deputies and their efcort with his horfe, and threatened, to puf 
tliem all to the fword, if they did not lend an order to the Sepoys 
hi garrifon at Paiamcotah' to deliver the fort to him. The deputies 
\vith their efcort ftood to their arms, and faid, they would rather 
die ; but, juft as the fight was going to begin, one of Maphuze Khan’s- 
Jemaritdars, named ^ Ally Saheb, declared .his deteftat-ion of the 
treachery, and joined tlie Sepoys with the horle of his command 
on which the reft recollefled themfelves, and retired'; but- Ally 
Saheb, having ftill Ibme fulpicions for the fafety of the deputies and: 
their efcort, marched with them to Paiamcotah, and delivered, them- 
fafe into the fort. Soon after the fix. companies, of Sepojfs began 
their march from Tinivelly to Madura, and the harveft began, on 
which the enemy’s army entered the town, where Maphuze Khan 
proclaimed his dominion, which, his agents and dependants exercifed 
with much violence and injuftice. Even the Ihroffs, or bankers, did 
not efcape ; although the neceflity and neutrality of their occupation 
protecfts- their perlbns and property throughout Indoftan from the vio- 
lence either of the defpot or 'the conqueror.. The main body of his 
army invefted the fort of Paiamcotah, which the Sepoys within 
eafily defended, and with lofs to the enemy ;■ but there was danger- 
from fcarcity of provifions ; to prevent wJiich, Buflaponiague, .the 
commander of the Sepoys, follicited the afliftance of the Polygar 
Catabominaigue, who ftipulated the ceflion of Ibme lands convenient 
to his diftridts ; which being promifed, he took the field with Ins 
7 own 
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o'.vii troop?, and thole of his dependant of Etiaporum. On their 
arrival the p^arri !bn frdlied, and in a -flight ikirmifli obliged the 
enemy to raife the liege : after which, the two Polygars returned -to 
their home.., and Catabominaiguc . from his, came and joined the 
Englilh camp bedbre Madura. 'Maphuze Khan continuing at Tini- 
vtlly, ncitiR'r 'bnt money or troops to the Jemautdars, but fulFered the 
incomes to be dinipated, notwithftanding l^crkatoolah had continually 
reprefen ted to him, tiiat the fcarcity of .provifions in 'Madura was 
daily increaling from tlic want of money to pay for them, and of 
parties in the field to facilitate their importation. 

Berkatqolah was at the lame time equally difappointed of the ar- 
rival of the Myforeans, which had long been promifed from day to 
day, aiid more lately with afllirance that Hyderally himlelf was 
come to Dindigul to command them in perfon ; but, on more diligent 
enquiry, it was difeovered that Hyderally was ftill at Seringapatam, 
atul that the troops at t)indigul did not exceed the ufual garrifon, 
I'hus deferted, he rcfolvcd to treat with Calliaud, and profered to 
deliver the city, if the Englifh W’ould pay tlie ' ai-rears due from 
Maphuze Khan to the troops within ; but made no llipulation for 
thofe who had been their former comrades and were now either with 
Mapluizc Khan, or any where cllc out of the town. The arrears he 
hated at 1,600,000 rupees, but, on account of fums levied in the 
country, offered to abate .po,ooo : thclc propofals were figned by 
liimfclf and four of the principal Jcmaiitdars. Calliaud, after treat- 
ing them for fomc time with contempt, propofed his own ; wiiich 
were, to pay 100, coo rupees for the arrears to the troops, 20,000 ■ 
as a j^refent to Bcrkatcxilah himlelf, 8000 to each of the four Jc- 
inautdars who had ligned with him, and 2Coo to each of the com- 


manders of tlie three companies of Sepoys; in all 150,000. Alany 
nays and mcflr.gcs pnlle'd inchallcring concerning the money ; during 
which the Polygars kept their watches fo Undly in the country 
round, that no providons could be carried in, and the inhabitants 


w< re reduced to rice alone, and tiuit without 5 alr ; on wlncli all, not 
r/. cupifd in military fcrvice.s left tlte town, and were permitted togT> 
r.w; y unnirdchtd. At the I’anu; time the former battery was ftrength- 
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ened, and enlarged to the capacity of receiving all the artillery, 
which- were two eighteen-pounders, lo field-pieces,, and a nine-inch 
mortar. Every day the diflrrefs increafed and in the beginning, of 
September horfemen daily came over to the camp. On the 7th 
Galliaud- informed Berkatoolah that- his-battery was ready,, and would 
open the next morning ; after which, no terms of compofition would 
be received. The negotiator was a relation of Berkatoolah, whom 
CalLiaud had attached by generofities, and Berkatoolah believed ; 
his reprefentations in this decifive moment prevailed ; and he re- 
turned on the morning, of the 8th- with the trea^ figned : the fum- 
agreed;' was 170, ooo’ rupees, 20,000 more than the firft offer ; and at 
noon Galliaud with- the troops were , received into the town. ._This- 
amportaiit;acq\ufition was made on the very, day that. Mr. de Soupires 
with the.. Frerich. forces landed at Pondicherry. 

The ptefidency received the news on the i6th. It was the only- 
advantage which had been gained during the Ioffes and dif« 
trefles- to which the company’s afiairs in Goromandel had been ex- 
pofed fince the departure of the armament to Bengal: it \yould have 
been' deemed of the higheft importance even in fortunate times and- 
at prefent was the more acceptable, becaufe fearcely within ex- 
pedition-; for,- had the furrender been protracted until the arrival of. 
the French fquadron had been known to the gariifon, little chance 
would. have remained-of gaining the place; which continuing in the 
pofTeffion of enemies, confederated witli the French, would have 
greatly influenced many fubfequent events, by means which were- 
now entirely precluded. 

In the mean time the French at Pondicherry were holding councils^ 
what to do with- their new force. It having been determined not to - 
attack Fort St. David, from apprehenfions of the Engiifh fqua-- 
dron, Tritchinopoly would probably have been the objeCt, if -Mr. . 
Soupire had not befen inft'ruCted to refrain from any^diftant enterprize, 
which might impair the force under his command, before the ar-- 
rlval of a greater which- was following from-. France ; when both 
united might' attempt any thing.. It was therefore refolved to. 
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act ill the conntiy between Pondicherry 'and the Paliar, and to 
begin by the fiege , of Chittapet. • The French troops, which had 
taken the field before the -arfiyal of the fqiiadron, were ftill remain- 
ing iii their camp at Vandiwafli, and on the sift appeared in fight 
of Chittapet, where, on 'the 25th, they were joined by 300 of the 
regirnehFbf Lorrain, and a train of artillery from Pondicherry. 

The advance of the French troops created no little confternation 
in the city of Arcot, and incidentally , became the caiife of much 
confufion there. The Nabob had left the government of the city 
to his brother Abdulwahab, affifted by the councils of his mother, 
of Sampetrow, who had been the Duan or minifter of his father, 
and of Ebrar Cawh, the Buxey or general of the troops. Many of 
the cavalry levied for the expedition to Nelore, had lately quitted 
his fervice for want of pay ; fome had enlifted lyith the French at 
Vandiwafli, others with,Mortizally at Velore. The defertion con- 
tinuing, one Dana Siiig, a ftraggliiig Jemautdar, came in the be- 
ginning of September, and encamped near the fuburbs of Arcot with 
a hundred librfe, intending to increafe, the number, by enlifting 
fuch as left the Nabob’s fervice, and then ofter the whole to the beft 
bidder. Thefe pra£tices are fo common in Indoftan, that a body of 
cavalry may encamp between two oppofite armies, and remain un- 
molefted by either, whilfl: undecided which to join ; and Dana Sing, 
relying' on the cuftoms he knew, profecuted his bufinefs without re- 
ferve, and even with the knowledge of, the Eiiglifli commandant in 
the fort, lyhom he fometimes vifited. But malicious peifons, who 
were in pbfl'eflion of the confidence of the commandant, began to 
infinuate, that the former as well as the prefent defertioiis ’were the 
effects of collufion and 'trpachery, between the troops and Abdul- 
wahab with the others to whom the Nabob had entrufted the - go- 
vernment. Their artifices awakened his fufpicions, which began to 
fee the phantoms of plots and conlpiracies, after which the flightefl: 
incidents became proofs to his credulity, and unluckily one hap-' 
pened, which might have raifed miftrufl: in a more fagacious mind. 
The Nabob^s mother had in appanage the fort of Chitore, fituated 
in the mountains, about 20 miles from the pagoda of Tripetti, and 

governed 
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g'overned it-witli the adjacent domain, without the interference of 
any other authority. Being old and infirm,’ file Was fo much fright- 
ened by the reports and approach of the French' troops, that flie 
packed up her treafure arid valuable efteds with feme of Abdul- 
Wahab’s, intending to fend' them to Chitore. The fame malice 
which had already prejudiced, eafily perfuaded the commandant, 
that both the mother and fori intended to make their efcape from 
the city,- and -take refiige with fbme or other of the Nabob’s enemies. 
Every perfon and every circumftance were now fufpeded of treafon ; 
a party of Sepoys feized Sampetrow, another the Jemautdar Dana 
Sing; and ‘both were put into confinement. EbrarCawn was obliged 
to depart Aom the city, the very interpreter and the news-writer of the 
MorattroesAv'ere likewife compelled to go. The firfi: carriages which 
were proceeding to Chitore, were likewife flopped and brought to the 
fort, and with them 'feve'ral female attendants belonging to the Nabob’s 
mother, over whofe palac'q a flrong regard Was fet, to prevent her 
efcape; arid all letters' were intercepted. Abdulwahab, fulpedling 
as much mifehief as he was fulpeft’cd of, werit off with 40 horfemen 
in the night, it waS the 24th of' September, nor thought himfeif 
■fafe until he reached Chitore ; the next day his lioufe was fearched, 
and the mofl valuable of his effefts, with all his papers, were feized. 
For "three days and three nights all the Sepoys of the garrifbn were 
marching and counter-marching, taking and changing pofls, as if the 
town had been invefted, and in danger of b^ing forced by an army 
of 40,000 men ; whereas, luckily, it was not neceflary to fire a 
fingle mulket. : neverthelefs the commandant could not be perfuaded 
of this fecurity, and obliged the Nabob’s mother to quit the city on 
the 27th, under a flrong guard from his garrilbn, which efcorted her 
to Covrepauk. The Prefidency heard thefe tidings with amaze- 
ment, arid finding by the intercepted letters that no evil defigns had 
been intended by any of the aggrieved, made candid apologies to all ; 
and immediately feiit another officer to take the command of the 
fort. The Nabob and his mother were convinced and appealed ; 
but Abdulwahab, eitlier from pride, or fbme hopes of obtaining an 
VoL. II, . I i hide- 
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independaiit eflablifliment, would hot return from Ghitore, but levied 
troops, and correfponded with the Morattoes. 

On the firftof Odlober, Mr. Soupire encamped , the reit ofthe.Lbr- 
rain regiment at Valdoor, as a body of obfervation ready either to inter- 
cept anyfuccours which might be fent from Fort St. David, or to 
march to thePaliar, if the main body of the Englifli force at Madrafs 
' Ihould take the field to interrupt the fiege of Chittapet. The kellidai-,. 
on the firft motion of the French troops, fawhis danger, and afked in 
prelfing, but manly terms, the-affiftance of the prefidency. It Was 
then- almofi: too. late, for the Englifli had no force at hand, fuffi- 
cient to make their way through the firft divifioii which had fet. 
down before his fort ; neverthelefs ftratagem and aftivity might have 
conduced fome. Unfortunately the Nabob Mahomedally bore a 
deep grudge againft the ..kellidar, for offences which power rarely 
pardons. He had received his appointment from Murzafajing, 
which had been confirmed by Nazirjing, and by his fucceflbr, the pre- 
fent Subah, on the conditions of the ancient governors of forts in 
Indoftan, appointed by the Mogul to reftrain inftead of ftrengthen- 
ing the hands of the Nabob, againft whom the kellidar is obliged,, 
in many inftances, to fliut his gates. Nizaf Mahomed .never quitted' 
this idea of his own dignity, keeping his court, conftituting officers,, 
and levying troops, without alking the Nabob’s corifent or approba-- 
tion ; and fome months before aggravated his offence by receiving a. 
commiffion from Sala^djing, appointing him, in addition to his. 
own, and with equal privileges, governor of the neighbouring fort , 
ofPolore, from which his diftri6:s, had been often mplefted. The, 
patents were uflicred into Chittapet with much ceremony, and pro- 
claimed to the garrifon and vaflals with often tation,. immediately after 
which the kellidar took the field with the greateft part of his force,, 
and marched againft Polore. The Nabob, ftung and exalperated, re-- 
preached the prefidency with the proceedings of their ally, whom,, 
having formerly ferved in Bengal under the Nabob Allaverdy, he ac- 
cufed of a ftrid connexion with his fucceflbr Surajahdowlah, from, 
whom, he allcdged the kellidar had lately received a large fum of 
money, to be employed in conjimflion with the French at Pondi- 
I cherry. 
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cherry, to the dlflrcfs of his own government and the Englini' affairs ' 
in the Carnatic. Tlic prefidency reprimanded the kellidar for the 
intemperance of his conduft againft Polore, who immediately re- 
tired, and apologized with a franknefs fcarcely compatible with' dif- 
fimulation ; and from this lime, which was tlieend of the lafl: 
year, he continued to inform them of his wants, tranfatSHons, 
and approhenfions. Neverthelcfs, the Nabob’s reprefentatfons 
(fuch is the infirmity of human nature, which enters even into 
public councils) left fufpicions : otherwife, means would, in all pro- 
bability, have been contrived to have thrown loo Europeans into 
the fort at this juiuSlure ; nor would they before have negleded to 
fupniy it with fome pieces of cannon, which the kellidar had often 
folUcitcd. . The fort of Clilttapct is built , of Hone, and is exten- 
five, being within the ditch 540 yards from north to fouth, and 
430 on the other fidcs : it has round towers at the angles, and in 
each of thefe a high cavalier; befidcs which, it has only 10 fquare 
towers, three on the longefl , and two on each of the other fides. 
But all thefe towers are much more fpacious, than in the generality 
of the torts of Coromandel ; and the gateway on the nortlicrn fide is 
the largcft pile of this conftruftion in the Carnatic, being capable of 
containing on its terrafles, five hundred men drawn up under arms. 
The fauffe-bray is fkirted by a ftreight and flight parapet v/irhout 
projedlions into the ditch, which is fupplied with water, but ^vitIl 
the ufual negligence of Indian fortifications, was at this time in feme 
parts fordable. Adjacent to the weftern fide of the fort, nearly of 
the fame extent, is a pettah, enclofed by a mud wall with round 
towers. The French carried the pettah by aflault, in v.-hich they 
eftabliflied their breaching battery; erefting likewife two others, 
without, to enfilade. The principal battery, as foon as compleated, 
was rendered ufelefs by an exceflive fall of rain, and as foon as 
repaired, the kellidar fallied, killed part, and drove tlie reft of the 
guard away, difmounted the cannon, and carried off the ammunition 
and tools. 
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The news of this fuccefs determined the .prefidency to; Ihpport 
the kellid^r; they ordered the commandant at , Arcot to fend a reinr 
fqrcement of Europeans arid Sepoys with a fupply of ammunition j 
requefted the Nabob to fend what horfe he had ready, and Arme- 
trowj with his detacjbrnent of Morattoes, to join and accompany, 
the reinforcernent ; and, moreover, proniifing to bear, the expence,. 
Ibllicited Balaventrow to detach a larger body of Morattoes,, 
to harrafs the enemy’s polls, . and intercept their convoys. 
But the Nabob’s horfe feeing no ready money, would not expofe 
themfelves ; Armetrow was gone to pay his devotions at Tripetti ; 
and Balaventrow, with the main body of his army, had left Cada- 
panatam, and was advanced leveral marches towards Viziapore.- 
In this interval the French troops which had been kept, back at: 
Valdore arrived before Ghittapet, and with the former force were fufr. 
ficient to, in veil it on all .^dies, and prevent the introdudlioii of. any 
fuccQurs. , • , 

By the 13th, the breach was pradlicable, when- the French fum-* 
moned the kellidar, who an.fwered, that he waited the aflault. la- 
the enfuing night a party, in which were- the grenadiers, of Lorraih,,. 
concealed themfelves near the great gateway, where the ditch was- 
fordable, and at dawn of day the main body advanced from the. bat-,- 
tery to the breach, when the fignal was thrownup for- the other* 
party to efcalade, which focceeded beyond their . expeflation,. 
meeting few to oppofe them ; for the greateft- part of the gar— 
rifon were affembled with the kellidar at their head at the breach,, 
which they defended manfully, until he fell dead, . foot by 
two muiket balls: at the. fame inftant the efcalade liad gained 
the terrafs of the gateway, from which they proceeded along the* 
rampart, driving all before them until they came in flank; of the;- 
breach, where their fire and onfet confounded the refiflance'againfl: 
the rnain af&ult, . which, a few. minutes after gained the rampart 
likewife, ; when the conqueror ipared neither. the proflrate nor the 
fugitive, excepting the Englifo foldiers, who were nineteen, to whom-, 
quarter was offered, which they accepted. None other of the garrifoii 
efcaped, excepting foch as jumped from the walls,, and gained the 

plain ; 
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plnin ; ;\jnon[;ll wliom were ahmu 50 of ihc Sepoys. l"irc 

w.ns fi t to ilic tKvcUinp, of the kcHitlar, probni>ly becniifo the women 
h.id barriciuUil tlu-ir np;\rtmcius ; .niul :e) event is loltl concerning 
the fuc of iiis principal wife, which, to lave a difgracc to Inimnn 
nniurc, we llv.'.ll not rej'cat. 'riius fell Nl/nr Maliomccl, a vitflim 
to hi;’, p.'oil faith, nlth.outxh fnfpc^^til of treacherv, and wltli the ut- 
moil g.illr.nlry. although fc.trcvly believed to he hiavc. 'J'hc pro- 
ihUnev muclj rerr;ttcti his tall, hecaufc owing in tome mealurc to 
rlicir own luglcel. hy which tluir other allii..'- might he rendered dif- 
v.dint of tlu ir aiiilv.u.cc in the lunn- of d;\tJ|»,cr atul dlftrcfs. 

Nn/.t ahull ah. on the .approach of the dctaclnnent with PoHer., 
ieohe Ui'' Ifi'J cantp before C.ul.awah, r.f.d retired to Kclore; wlierc 
he llf'pj^ed :dl the votaries patting from the lutrthw.ird through his 
I. rriiory to the fenft at 'riiprtii. of which the income hy this inter- 
ception was confidct ably din v.ninied ; a:t livon a.; concluded, the de— 
taehir.eiti icturmd to Madraf*, where tluy arrived on the 25th of 
September, hut in the way Polier lent off two compatnes of Sepoys 
r.) ninforce thofe already at (.'onjcvcrain. 'flu: f.».ll of Cliittapet: 
rdarmed llic ptchdency for all liieir out garrifons ; and precautions 
we re t.’lnn in proportion to their intpnriance. Carangoly Handing 
j ^ miles f.v.'. of Cliij'.gl.aper, on the linilh lidcof the Paliar, attd nc.ir 
tile late acipjjf.lionsof the I'rcnch, was garrlfoned hy ^00 Sepoys; buC 
ns its walE w^rc in a ruitunts condition, tb.ey were ordered to retreat, 
on imminejit danger, to Chinglapet, and to rejvair thither if Chingla])ct 
v.vrc threatened before them. W'har dillricls were beyond Caratiaolv, 

V O • * 

and occupied only hy llighr parries of the enemy’s troops, were con- 
fgned to the re.c(»vcry a:ul management of Murzaliihcg, ;i p.tr- 
tlv'.an recommended hv the Xaboh, who was to account for noiliintr, 

•" O • 

and maintain llieni as ho could, out of the revenues lie ml«ht 

^ ^ O 

colled. Stores, ainmunitiou, and fomc Eurojxans were font to • 
Arcot; and 7 'imary, Covrepauk, C.avantandelum, and two or three 
other, hut finaller forts, were ordered to ad in refped to Arcot, as 
Carangoly to Chinglapett. But the French arm}', fearful of ven- 
luilng too tar fmm I'ondichcrry, ami Hill more of crofling flfcT' 

Paliar, 
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Paliar, as the ' rains were approaching, unexpeftedly turned, from 
Chittapet to the fouth,.., and..vv:ent.agaijift Trinbmalec. ■ - 

During thefe operations and alarms in the Carnatic, the arrival of 
the French fquadron had created equal apprchenfioiis in the fouthcrn 
countries. Calliaud received the. intelligence from Devi Cotah and 
•Fort St. David feveral days before the advices from the prcfidcncjr 
could reach Madura, and without delay began .his march back to 
I'ritchinopoly, with' all the Europeans ; but left Mahomed Iflbof 
with the Sepoys and the reft of the camp, to defend Madura and its 
dependencies, and to recover and proteift, as far as the force and oc- 
cafions allowed, the diftrifts of Tinivelly : for the timidity of Mo- 
dilee cofuld not ftand the field ; and dreading ftill more to be left 
alone with Mahonaed Iflbof, he again accompanied Captain Calliaud ; 
who the day after he left Madura^ met at Nattam the firft letters 
of the prefidency ordering both himfelf and Mahomed Iflbof to return ‘ 
immediately toTrtchinopoly ; neverthelefs feveral arrangements, ne- 
ceflary on a new acquifition of fiich importance, induced him to con- 
tinue Mahomed Iflbof ten days longer at- Madura. On the 20th, he 
himfelf arrived with the Europeans, 250, at Tritcliinopoly, where 
he was foon after informed, that the whole of the French force had 
taken the field ; and although in the interval he received orders coun- 
termanding the return either of himfolf or Mahomed Iflbof, he now 
preferpd the firft idea of being ready to make head at Tritchino- 
poly, with a ftrong force, until' the feafon, intelligence, or the 
chance -of war, might determine what might juftly be apprehended 
from the operations of the enemy. Accordingly Mahomed Iflbof with 
a thoufand Sepoys, followed him and arrived at Tritcliinopoly on the 
8th of Oftober. In the mean time Berkatoolah had been fent with 
propofals to induce Maphuze Khan to quit the Tinivelly country, but 
the arrival of the French force had elevated him with fuch hopes, 
diat .he rejefted all terms excepting the government both of Madura 
and Tinivelly at certain tributes, which he never intended to pay. 
This anlwer Mahomed Iflbof received before he left Madura; as 
alfo certain intelligence tha t H iderally, the Myfore . general, was 
. . iit length arrived with a confiderable force. at Dindigul : and, as thV 
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.fetting in of the rains in the Carnatic had by this time removed all 
apprehenfions of immediate danger to Tritchinopoly, notwithftand- . 
ing the redudtion of Chittapet, Calliaud refolved that Mahomed’ 
Iflbof fliould return again to Madura with the troops he had brought,- 
as foon as they were refreflied and furniflied with fome additional, 
equipments. They accordingly fet out on the 20th of Oftober. 

On the 1 6th, the lame day that the prefidency received the news, 
of the lofs of Chittapett, arrived a veffel from Bengal with authen- 
tic advices of the rwolution in, .that province .produced by the fuc-., 
cefs.at Plafly : the .lucceeding days and vefiy^^ hrp.Vglit to. the - com.-:-, 
pany^-and to. indwiduals, fome .part of the treafure which, had= been., 
ppured-into -Calcutta by that extraordinary event,, and the reputa-- 
tion of a credit,, adequate to the utmoft wants of the Englilh affairs, 
in Coromandel ;. but this unexpefted prqfperity was fomewhat cloud- 
ed b.y the certainty of liot receiving back any part of their troops, 
in this feafon of neceffity.. Nor were any of the Ihipa of war to be 
expefted; for. AdJmv 4 hearing of the French fqua-- 

dron, had taken, the refolution of remaining in the' Ganges until.. 
January, for. the prqte<aion.of,Calcutta, and in expeftation of being, 
joined there by the fhips coming from England ; , foon after, arrived 
the Queenlborough frigate, difpatched by Coinmodore Stevens in • 
Auguft, from. St. Auguftine’s- bay in the ifland of Madagafcar, with . 
information of his intentions to proceed with the four.fliips under 
his command, to Bombay, from whence they could not reach the 
coaft until the beginning of the next, year ; but the approach of the 
tempeiuous feafon leffened this.difappointment, as it was known that 
the French themfelv.es expelled no. more fhips of force during this 
interval.. 

The French army, from Chittapet. appeared, before Trino malee 
on the 1 8th.. This place,' notwithftanding the. gallant defence “of,., 
Berkatoolah,in. 1.753, is more famous for its fanaity.tlian ftrength ;.. 
it is fitaiated,3o m^s s. s. w;. of Chittapet, . and 30 w . of Gin gee, .. 
a craggy mountain, about two. miles in circumference,, and riling . 
ini. the middle, to a igreat height, , hath, , befides others, on the. higheft ; 

rock; 
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n-ock, a fmall chapel/^vliichis.Jield m extreme yene^^ from a 
-perfuafion, that whofoever, except the appointed Bramins, fliould 
prefume-to enter it, would immediately be tonfumed by a fubterra- 
. neons fire, rifing for the occafion. ' On the weftem fide is a large 
\pettah, furrounded by a flight mud wall ; it was this Berkatoolah 
•defended; from which are the only paths leading to the chapels, 
and in the innermofl: part immediately under the mountaiii, is a 
fpacious and well-built pagoda, the refidence of a multitude of 
Bramins and their families, as well as of the images to which the 
whole mountain and pagoda are confecrated. The mountain, pet- 
tah, and a fpace of arable land to the eaflward, is enclofed' by a 
bound hedge, fuch, although not £o thick fet, as that of Pondi- 
cherr}^ The Nabob’s governor and garrifon abandoned the pettah 
-on the appearance of the French army-; which then Separated into 
various detachments againfl: various places. The neighbouring Icel- 
lidar of Polore furrendered on the firfl: fummons, and the flrronger 
fort of Ami, redeemed the attack, which was threatened, although, 
not intended, for a fum of money. On the 4th of November the 
flroiigefl: of the detachments commanded by Saubinet appeared be- 
fore the fort of Thiagar, otherwife called Tagadurgam. Tins 
flands 30 miles fouth of Trinomalee, in the high road to Volcoii- 
dah and Tritchinopoly. It confifts of two fortificatiojis, on a high 
mountain, one above, but communicating with the other, and a 
pettah on the plain to the eaftward, which has not only the com- 
mon defence of a mud wall, but is likewife furrounded at a final! 
diflance by an impenetrable hedge ; from which the cannon and 
mufketry of the French detachment could not remove the match- 
lock men who defended it, concealed themfelves, and hitting every 
thing that appeared in fight: after two days trial, Saubinet received 
orders to return to Pondicherry, and all the other detachments were 
recalled* at the fame time. They had reduced eight forts in the 
neighbourhood of Chittapet, Trinomallee, and Gingee, and eflrabliflied 
renters in the diftricls which depended on them. 

As foon as the rains abated, the garrifons of Outramalore and 
Chittapet fent out parties to attack the diflricls and fmaller forts de- 
pendant 
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pendant on Carangoly and Arcot, and flight fkirniiflies enfiied with 
various fuccefs. The harvefl: ripening in the beginning of Novem- 
ber, Murzaf'abeg took pofl: with 300 Sepo^'-s levied by himfelf, and 
other force, in the fort of Trivatore, which, ftanding midway be- 
tween Oiitramalore and Arcot, was the mofl: central fituation to 
protcfl the diftrifts under his own management : the fort being 
flrong enough to refifl; a fudden aflault, parties detached from it 
frequently beat away thole of the enemy, fent to levy money from 
the villages, for the redemption of their grain in the field, until the 
cnem}’^ invclled the fort with 800 Sepoys, joined by Ibiiie Europeans, 
Avith tlirec field-pieces. Captain Richard Smith commanding at this 
time in Arcot, on notice of the danger, detached five companies of 
Sepoys with a platoon of Europeans, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Wood, who, halting near Trivatore during the night of 
tlic 13th of December, fell upon the befiegers at day-break the next 
morning, beat up all their polls, and took their field-pieces, with 
which he returned the day after to Arcot ; but left one of his com- 
panies of Sepoys to reinforce Trivatore. On the 28th 500 Sepoys 
came again and took pofleflion of the pettah, but w&re driven away 
by the garrilbn on the lall day of the year. At the fame time ano- 
ther party from Outramalorc blocked up two companies of Sepo^'^s, 
placed in the mud fort of Cavantandclum, which Hands -about 10 
miles to the N.w. of Outramalorc, and about midway between Sala- 
• wauk and Conjeveram. Enfign Banatync marched with five com- 
panies from Carangoly, and beat the Enemy away ; but deeming 
the poll untenable, withdrew the guard. Thus ended the year in 
the dillridls of the Carnatic near the Paliar. 

The iMorattoe, Balavcntrow, immediately after the conclufion of 
Armetrow’s negotiation, and his own devotions at Tripetti, 
marched with the main body of his army from the pafs of Cu- 
dapanatam, into the country of Cudapah. The Nabob of this 
province had aflcmbled his force, 6000 horfc, and had been joined 
by thofe of Canoul, with 3000 more, all reputed, although not 
really, Pitans. This , ar mj'' avaited for the enemy near the city of 
Cudapah, which ftamls’ about 150 miles n. and by w. of Arcot, 
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arid is an open town. The Morratoes, contrary to their ulhal war-- 
fare, were as eager for a decifive battle as thePitans. It was fought; 
on the 24th of September with much fury, and ended with the 
death of the 'Nabob of Cudapah the city fell a prey to the conqne- 
"rors, who-plundered every thing,’ and found' a valuable booty. ...JBa- 
.laventrcriv.ibqii' after.^received, .with the requeft. of the prefidency^, 
an . order from, Balajeraw,, to affift the Englilh,. and: inmiediately 
detached. 1000 horfe .to Arcot ; but they did-, not arrive until Chit— 
tapet was taken and the fubfequent motions of the French', 
threatening no forts of importance, which it was= in the power oF 
the Eriglifh force to protech without rifquing a general battle, the. 
prefidency {pared the expence of taking this cavalry into their pay ;■ 
which however did not join the French, but remained with Arme-- 
trow at Arcot until the 5t3xof December;, wheri he proceeded. with: 
them and his former efcorte to Velore, where they remained-quietly 
until„the endl of . January, waiting the orders of Balaventrow. 

. The only attempt made by the French troops, after the retreat oF 
their army into Pondicherry, was againft Palarricotah near the Co- 
ierooiT, which they invefted,. in the beginning of December,, with.. 
100 Europeans, fome field-pieces, and 500 Sepoys, from the gar- 
rifon of Ghilambarum, but,, having no battering cannon j. they were 
only able, to get poflelEbn- of the pet-tah, from whence they col- 
lected the revenues- of the lands dependant’ on the fort, which, as- 
■vve havefaid in a former part of our narrative, were an appanage oF’ 
the Nabob of Cudapah, and were commanded by one of his near 
relations.. The death of the late Nabob did not alter the depen- 
dance, and as he- had been. for. {bme time on friendly terms with the 
Englifh, 3,0 Sepoys, with as much ammunition as they could carry,, 
were fent from Fort St.' David, and found m^ns to get into the fort,. 

Whilft Mahomed Mbofwas waiting the decifion of his return from 
Tritchinopoly to Madura, Hyderally "had marched from. Dindigul,, 
took, the fort of Sholavandeiv without refift^nce, and entered the dif- 
trifts of, Madura... without, pppofition. He' Continued feveral days 
■under the walls of the city ; but, finding it much ftronger than he 
expefted,. contented himfelf with plundering the country, {end- 

ing 
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ing oft the cattle and other booty to Dindigul.' On , the ap- 
proach of Mahomed Iflbofi he took poft with a part ojf his army 
near the ifllie, of, the pafs of Nattam, in order to intercept his 
inarch. Mahomed Iflbof. .without lielitatioii -attacked, - and, w;ith 
the.advajitagc.of fuperior difeipline, and the execution of his field- 
■pieccs, obliged the ATyforeans to give way ; who, decamping the 
•enfuing night, crofted the country tp'Cheyelpetpre. .By this time, 
-the mifehief they had had dpne having left nothing more to get 
.worth the expence of remaining in the country, Hyderally colledted 
his detachments, and returned to Dindigul. Mahomed Iftbof, on 
his arrival at Madura, enlifled 400, the beft: of Berkatoolali’s ca- 
valry ; the whole of which were remaining encamped 15- miles from 
,the town, waiting for the fecond payment of the agreement, having 
as. neutrals, neitlier .given moleftation to the Myforeans, or received 
.any from them. He, at the fame time, fent invitations to thole 
wdth Maphuze Khan, and- whatfoever other bodies were adting as 
independent plunderers in the Tinivelly countiy. As foon as the 
IMyforeans were gone, he began his march to Tinivelly, with a 
wery confiderable force, Pafling along the diftrifts of lEtiaporum, 
the Polygar redeemed his hoflages, which were in tlie campj pay- 
ing 1 8,700 rupees, the balance of his fine. The army arrived at the 
town.of Tinivelly about the middle of November, from whence Ma- 
-phuze Khan on their approach had retired to Nellitangaville. He 
had, during, h'is refidence -there, made .various attempts, to 
'get ppfleflion of the Fort of Palamcotah, but had taken Calacad, 
.and given it_.tp_the . king of Travancore. Mahomed Iflbof, with a 
part of the army, marched immediately againfl: this place, which 
the Travancores abandoned without refiftance, and, being followed 
by him, retired behind their walls in the pafles of the mountains, 
at the foot of the promontory. At the fame time, .the appearance of 
■other .detachments drove away the guards which IMaphuze Khan had 
.placed _in-Papan colam, Alvarcourchy, and Bermadafs ; and.thofefta- 
. tioned by the Polygar of Vadagherry, in Tirancourchy. All thefe 
places lie to the n.w. of Tinivelly-, about Nellitangaville ; and parties 
■of. Sepoys -were left to.maintain them. Mahomediflbof had.re,turned 
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to Tinivelly by the end of November; and on the 28th of this 
month, a Jemautdar of hprfe lately enlifted endeavoured, w^ith 
fame of his troops, to break through his guards to the apartment 
in which he was, as ulual, laid down to fleep in the afternoon. Ma- 
homed Iffoof ftarting up joined his guards, and more coming, all 
the intruders were cut down on the fpot, but killed fome of their op- 
ponents. At this time, he recwyedjntelligence,. that. the.Erench- 
'garrifpn in the pagoda of Seringham had. lent a. detachment. of. Eu-. 
ropeans and Sepoys with artillery, to Hyderally at Dindigul, , wlio,. 
on their arrival, it was faid, . was preparing to return againft 
-Madura : the news, although premature, .was believed, . and deter- 
mined Mahomed Iflbof to be there before them. Accordingly^, 
■on the I ft of December, he began his march from Tinivelly, 
leaving there and in the other pofts, -a fufficieiit force to make head 
againft Maphuze Khan and his . ^lies, and on the 4th arrived at 
Chevelpetbre, where he remaned waiting for more certain advices* 
concerning the Myforeans, until the end of the month ; and in* the 
mean time, fent a ftrofig detachment to repair the foil of Shola- 
vanden. Before this time, no farther expedtation remained of Moo- 
dilee’s abllifies to manage the revenues ; and he was called to Ma- 
drafs, in order to exhibit and explain the details of his adminiftra- 
tion; but remained lick and - fettling his accounts in the woods of 
Tondiman. Calliaud had fent Lieutenant Rumbold in the month 
;of Auguft to communicate the ftate of the country ; but this of- 
ficer died on the way at Fort St. David in the month of Septem- 
ber : and the prefidency, as foon as the rains were fet in-, ordered' 
Calliaud himfelf to come. He arrived on the i-4th of November^, 
under the fafe-guard of a paflport from Pondicherry, and having 
communicated his knowledge and opinions returned on the 4th, and 
reached Tritchinopoly on the 12th of December :• his reprefenta- 
tions -convinced the prefidency, that the difturbances would never 
-ceale, nor any revenue be colleflred, adequate to the militaiy ex-pences, 
•whilft Maphuze. Khan maintained -his force, .pretenfions, and al- 
liances, in thefe countries. was therefore propofed to the Nabob, 
who -ftill continued at Madrafs, that Mapluize Khan fho-uld be af- 
2 furecL 
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iurcti of iv'ccivit^j; r.n incnmc, rulluricnl for I’.is decent 

mnintcnnjKV, i>vii of tlie rcvcnir.?, provided lie would quit llic 
counlry with hi." c;ivnlr\\ nud dilbnnd ids other ininp';. By tills 
plnn. if r.rtthing dundd he got, nnthiuf; v/ould he loH ; ntid the 
French, of ,->11 connexionn, would find it Itnprncllcnhle to 

p,e; ftvilnp, in thefe ptovinas. 'I'he Nnhfd) approved the jiropollil, 
nnd fciu «n nj;ent to tie.it with Maphu/,e Khan. 

I'liuv, c jidfd ihli hufy .anreiuus year in the C.arnntlc and its depen- 
drnclcs. duilni; whicli rdnuiO every day hrouqht the folicitude of 
ft^mc fufpended event, <ir t!ie expr^l.atJon of foinc important mif- 
chance ; hut unrendttlni’ c.^utirn and vigilance, dlrt«fled b}' know- 
jcdr,e ;uul f.i};.',s.lty. fupplied tiic detVcl ot force.- "I'llc only error 
cf'U'.Jidttcd hy tlu- pielhlf iiey w.v- their nestkd c»f Cliltiapct, which. 
MVi'-- fcveicly ..tou'-il !iy ii.-- lofs. 'Fhe only advantage obtained was 
t;;r ncquifitlon of Miulur.a ; hut t)ii:> much more than compenfated all 
tile dctrimcf.t;- of the year. 'I'lnts the Englilh councils. To thole of 
Pondlelirrry no blame c<nild he imputed, becaufe they were rcflritfled 

by tile UK- It I'ornivc <irdrj.. fiom France, .and eveti ventured tnorc 

* • ' 

than they we:;' authoil/ed. to ilfrpi.'. 

Mr. BulVv, the commander (*f their force.*; hi the ’Decan, liad 
diuiug tills year cmjdnved them with much more n.f\iviiy, hccaufc 
uncoiit muled in lii'- opi rations. Hi? army, continuing their march 
from llvdcr.ahsd, arrived' at ih/.oaiv. -on tile Kriihia in the end .of 
'November of the precedinj; year, from wlicuce, inflcad of going to* 
Mafullp.at.am, i!uv ftruek to .the nonh-eafl, and proceeded by a- 
firqueiircd road, through the province and city of Elorc, from 
whence they lurived on the i9ih of December at the city of Ra- 
mundrum, fituated on ilie God.awri, nhoui 30 miles from the Ic.a, . 
and a day's march from the Eiif’lifli faclorv at Inger.am. On their 
approach, Ibrahim C.awn, whom Mr. BulVv had raifed to the go- 
vernment of 1111.“; and the province of Cliic.acolc, dfc.adlng the pu-- 
■nifliment of hl.s Ingratitude during the diflrcl'; of Charmaul, quit- 
ted the country, and went away to Aurengabad ; but. the Rajah . 
Vizeramrau'/.c, confident in the proofs he Jiad given of Ills attach- • 
ment, met their army .accompanied by fevcral other .Indian chiefs, . 
•wklr.thur forces, which, wiiii his own. amounted to i.oooo men-; iic- 
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was receiveil with every mark of refpeft, ' and employed the favour 
in which he flood, to tlie gratification of an animofitj", which had 
long been the leading paflion of his mind. The tradition of thefe 
countries favs, that many centuries before IV'Iahomedanifm, a king 
of Jaggernaut, in Orixa, marched to the fouth with a great army, 
which fubdued not only thefe provinces, but, crofiing the Kriftna, 
conquered in the Carnatic, . as far as Conjeveram : thefe cohquefls 
lie diflributed in many portions to his relations, officers, and menial 
:fervants, from whom feveral of the prefent northern Polygars pre- 
tend to be lineally defeended; and to govern at this very time the 
ver)- diflricls which were then ^yen to their anceflor.' All who 
claini this genealogy, cfleem themfelves the higheft blood of native 
Indians, next to the Bramiris,. equal to .the Rajpoots, and fupport 
this pre-eminence b}* the haughtieft obfervances, infomuch that the 
breath of a difterent religion, and even of the meaner Indians, re- 
quires ablution : .their women never transfer, themfelves to- a -fe- 
cond, but burn with the liufband of their virginity ; and, although 
‘this ci-uel practice is not unfrequent in mofl of the high families 
and calls throughout India, yet it is . generally optional : but with 
•‘the women of thefe antieiit Polygars, the mofl indifpenfable of 
■neceffities. 

The firfl/iin rank of thefe Polygars, who all call themfelves 
Rajahs, was-_R.angarao._o£.Bobilee : the fort of this name frauds 

• clofe to the mountains about 140 miles n.e. of ^'i^a gapatam ; 
•the diflricts are about t^venty fquare miles. There- had long 
-been a deadly hatred between this Polygar and Vizeramrauze, 
whofe perfon, how much .foever he feared His power, Rangarao 
held in the utmofl contempt, as of low extraction, . and of new 

• note. Dlflricls bel'on^ng to Vizeramrauze adjoined to thofe of 
^•Bobilee, vx'hofe people diverted the -water of the xhmlets, and made 
■'depredations, which Vizeramrauze, for want of better miiitar}* 
‘means, and from tire nature of Rantrarao's countrv, could not reta- 
liate. -Vizeramrauze. ufed his utmofl influence and arguments-.to 
perfuade Mr. Buffi- of the neceffity of removing this neighbour ; 

. andhlr. Bully propofed, -that he ihould quit his hereditary ground 

of 
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of Bobilcc, in exchange for other lands of greater extent- and value, 
in another part of the province ; but Rangarao treated the propofal 
as an infult. Soon aftci'i it became ncceflary to fend a detachment 
of Sepoys to fome dift rifts at a diftance, to which the (horteft road 
lay through fome part of the woods of Bobilee ; permiflion was- 
obtained ; but, cither by fome contrivance of. Vizeramrauze, or the 
predetermination of Rang-arao, the detachment was lharply at- 
tacked, and obliged to retire with the lofe of 30 Sepoys killed, and 
more wounded. Vizeramrauze improved this moment of indigna- 
tion ; and Mr. Bull}’-, not forel'ecing the terrible event to which he. 
was proceeding, determined to reduce the whole country, and to 
expel the Polygar and all his family. 

The province of Chlcacole has few extenfive plains, and its hills in— 
creafe in frequency and magnitude, as they approach the vaft range 
of mountains that bound tills, and the province of Rajahmundrum,, 
to the N.w. The hills, and the narrower bottoms which feparate 
them, are fuffered to over-run with wood, as the beft proteftion to 
the opener vallics allotted for cultivation. . The Po lygar, befides his- 
other towns and forts, has always one fituated in the moft difficult 
part of his country, which is intended as the laft refuge for hini- 
•felf and all of his own blood.. The lingular conftruftlon of this 
fort is adequate to all the intentions of defence amongft a people unufed. 
to cannon, or other means of battery.. Its out-line is a regular fquare,. 
which rarely exceeds 200 yards a large round tower is raifed at each 
of the angles, and a fquare projeftion in the middle of each of' 
the lides. The height of the wall is 22 feet, but of the rampart 
within only 12, which is .likewife its breadth at top, although^ 
it is laid much broader at bottom; the whole is of tempered clay,, 
raifed in diftinft layers, of which each is left expofed* to the fun,, 
until thoroughly hardened, before the next is applied.-. The parapet 
rifes I O' feet above the rampart, and is only three feet thick. It is 
indented five feet down-- from the top in interftices fix inches wide, 
which are three or four feet aliinder. A foot above the bottom of 
thefe ihterftices and battlements, runs a line of round holes, ano- 
ther two feet lower, and a third, within, two feet of the rampart: 
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'Tliofc holes arc, as iifual, formed with pipes of baked clay : they ferve 
for thccmploymentof fire-arms, arrow's, and lances ; and the interfticcs 
•for the freer nfe of all thefe arms, inftead of loop-holes, which cannot 
he inferted or cut in the clay. I'he towers,, and the fqiiarc projec-' 
tions in* the midd-le, have the fame parapet as the red of the wall ; 
and in two of the proje£lions, on oppofitc fides of the- fort, arc 
gateways, of which the entrance is not in the front, but on one 
•fide, from whence it continues through' half the mafs, and then- 
turns b}' a right angle into the place; and, on any alarm, the 
wdiole pallage re choaked up •with trees, and the outfide fur- 
rounded to fome diftance with a thick bed of thick brambles. 
The rampart and parapet is covered by a flied of ftrong thatch, 
fupported b}'' poifts ; the eaves of this flied projeft over the bat- 
tlements, but fall fo near, that a man can fcarccly fqueeze his 
body between : This flied is flielter both to the rampart and guards 
againft .the fun and rain. An area of 500 yards, or. more, in every 
direftion round the fort, is prefon^ed clear, of which the circumfer- 
ence joins the high wood, which is kept thick, three, four; or five 
•miles in breadth around this center. , Few of thefe forts permit more 
than one path through the wood. The entrance of the path from with- 
out is defended by a wall, exadlly fimilar in confirudtion and flrength 
to one of the fides of the fort ; having its round towers at the ends, 
and the fquare projc( 5 lion with its gateway in the middle. From 
•natural fegacity, they never raife this redoubt on the edge of the 
wood ; but at the bottom of a recefs, cleared on purpofe, and on 
.each fide of the recefs, raife breaft-works of earth or hedge, to 
gall the approach. The path admits only tliree men abreafl:, winds 
•continually, is eveiy ivhere commanded by breaft-works in the 
thicket, and has in its courfe feveral redoubts, fimilar to that of the 
entrance, and like that flanked by breaft-works on each hand. Such 
were the defences of Bobilee ; againft which Mr. Bufly marched, with 
750 Europeans, of whom 250 were horfe, four field-pieces, and 
eleven thoufand Peons and Sepoys, the army of Vizeramrauze, 
who commanded them in perfon. 

Whilft the field-pieces plied the parapet of the firft redoubt at the 
tentrance of the wood, detachments entered into the fide of the recefs 
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with fire and hatchet, and began to make a way, which .tended to 
bring them in the rear. of .the redoubt; and the guard, as foon as con- 
vinced of their danger, abandoned their jftation, and joined thofe in the 
ports behind ; the fame operations continued through the whole path, 
which \TOS five miles in length, and with the fame fuccefs, althotigh 
not without lofs. When in fight of the fort, Mr. Bufly divided his 
troops into four divifions, allotting one, with a field-piece, .to the at- 
tack of each of the towers. Rangarao was here, with all his pa- 
' rentage, 250 men bearing arms, and nearly twice this number of 
women and children. 

The attack commenced at day-break, on the 24th of January, 
with the field-pieces againrt the four towers ; and the defenders, 
lert fire might catch the thatch of the rampart, had pulled it. down. 
By nine o’clock, feveral of the battlements were broken, when 
all the leading parties of the four divifions advanced at the fame 
time, with fcaling ladders ; but, after much endeavour for an hour, 
not a man had been able to get over the parapet ; and many had ■ 
fallen wounded ; other parties followed with as little fuccefs, until 
all w'ere fo fatigued, that a ceffation was ordered, during which the 
field-pieces, having beaten down more of the parapet, gave the fecond 
attack more advantage ; but the ardour of the defence encreafed with 
the danger. The garrifon fought with the indignant ferocity of wdld 
hearts, defending their dens and families: feveral of them rtood, as in 
defiance, on the top of the battlements, and endeavoured to grapple 
with the firrt afeendants, hoping with them to twift the ladders 
down ; and this failing, ftabbed with their lances, but being wholly 
expofed themfelves were eafily-fhot by dm from the rear, of .the 
efcalade. The aflailants admired, for no Europeans had ever feeii 
foch excefs of courage in the natives of Indortan, and continually - 
offered quarter, which was always aiiBvered by the iriehace and in- 
tention of death : not a man had gained the rampart at two o’clock in 
the afternoon, when another ceffation of the attack enfued; on which 
Rangarao affembled the principal men, told them there was no 
hopes of maintaining the fort, and that it was immediately ne- 
ceflary to preferve their .wives and children from ^ the- violation of 
Europeans, and the more ignominious authority of Vizeramrauze. 

VoL. II. L 1 . A number 
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A number called without diftin£lion were allotted to the work they 
proceeded, every man with a torch, hi.s lance, and poinard, to the 
habitations in the middle of the fort, to which they fet fire indifi- 
criminately, plying the flame with ftraw prepared with pitch and 
brimftone, and every man {tabbed without remorfe, the woman 
or child, whichfoever attempted to efcape the ’ flame and fuffb- 
cation. Not the helplefs infant clinging to the bofbm of its mother 
faved the life of either from the hand of the hufband and father. 
The ntmofl excelTes whether of revenge or rage were exceeded by the 
atrocious prejudices which dictated and performed this horrible {acrifice. 
The mafTacre being finilhed, thofe who accomplilhed it, returned, like 
men agitated by tlie furies, to die themlelves on the ■walls. Mr. 

who commanded one of the divifions, obferved, whilfl: look- 
ing at the conflagration, that the number of the defenders was 
confiderably diminifhed, and advanced, again to the attack : 
after {everal ladders had failed, a few grenadiers got over the 
parapet, and maintained their footing in the ' tower until more 
fecured the poITeffion. .Rarigarao hafltening to the defence of the 
tower, was in this inftant killed by a mulket ball. His fall 
cncreafed, if poflible, the defperation of his friends ; wlio,. crowd- 
ing to revenge his. death, left the other parts of the ramparts, 
bare ; and . the other divifions of the French troops, having ad- 
vanced likewife to their refpeftive attacks, numbers on all fides 
got over the parapet without oppofition : neverthelefs, none of the 
defenders quitted the rampart, or would accept quarter ; but each fell 
advancing againft, or ftrnggling with, ari antagonift; and even when 
fallen, and in the laft agony, Avould rcfign his poignard only to death. 
The {laughter of the conflict being compleatcd,. another mucli more 
dreadful, prefented itfelf in the area below: the tranlport of yieftorj* 
loft all its joy : all gazed on one another with filent aftonifhment 
and remorfe, and the fierceft could not refufe a tear to the deplorable 
deftruflion fpread before them. Whilft contemplating it, an old 
man, leading a boy, was perceived advancing from a diftant recefs :• 
he was welcomed with much attention and refpeft, and conduced 
by the crowd to Mr. Law, to whom he prefented the child witir 
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thefe words ; “ This is the fon of Rangarap, whom I luave preferyed 
“ againft his father’s will.” Another emotion, now fucceeded, and 
the prefervation of this infant was felt by all as fome alleviation to 
the, horrible, cataftrophcj of which they had been the unfortunate au- 
thors. The tutor and the child were immediately fent to Mr. 
Bull)’', who, having heard of the condition of the fort, would not 
go into' it, but remained in his tent, where he received the facred 
captives with the humanity of a guardian appointed by the flrongeft 
claims of nature, and immediately commanded patents to be pre- 
pared, appointing the foil lord of the territory which he had offered 
the fatlier in exchange for the diftrifts of Bobilee ; and ordered 
them to be ftri«fl.ly guarded in the camp from' the malevolence of 
enemies. 

The enfuing night and the two fucceeding days pafled in the 
ufual attentions, efpecially the care of the wounded, who were 
. many ; but in the middle of the third night, the camp was alarm- 
ed by a tumult in the quarter of Vizeramrauze. Four of the fol- 
diers of Rangarao, on feeing him fall, concealed themfelves in an 
unfrequented part of the fort until the night war far advanced, when 
they dropped down the walls, and fpeaking the fame language, 
palled unfufpefted through the quarters of Vizeramrauze, and 
gained the neighbouring thickets ; -where they remained the two fuc- 
ceeding days, watching until the buftle of the camp had lublided; when 
tivo of them quitted their retreat, and having by their language again 
deceived thofe by whom they were queftioned, got near the tent of 
Vizeramrauze; then creeping on the ground they palfed under 
the back part, and entering the tent found him lying on his bed, alone, 
and alleep. Vizeramrauze ivas extremely corpulent, infomuch that 
. he , could Scarcely ,reJir.himfelf from his feat without affiflance : the 
two men, reftraining their very breath, ilruck in.the fame inftant 
with their poignards at his heart ; the firft groan brought in a ceiir 
tinel, who fired, but miffed ; more immediately thronged in, but the 
murderers, heedlefs of themfelves, cried out, pointing to the body, 

“ Look here ! We are fatisfied.” They were inftantly fhot by the 
croud, and mangled after they had fallen ; but had ftabbed Vizeram- 
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raiize in 32 places. Had they failed, the ot her two remaining in the 
foreft were bound by the fame oath to- perform the deed, or perifti in 
the attempt. 

■The army hafteiied to, quit this tragic ground. - They proceeded 
through the hills to the nortli, ifornmming. the . tributes of a variety 
of .polygars, who, terrified by the fate of Bpbilee, paid without re« 
fiftahce ; nor did they meet any oppdfition, until they arrived at the 
diftrifts of Gumfeer. This country is much more extenfive than 
that of any other of the antient Polygars ; it commences about 4a 
miles to the North-weft of Ganjam, extending . about 50 imles in, 
that direftion, and 20 . in breadth ; it is even more,^impenetrable_ 
than the country of Bobilee, its forefts confifting entirely of bam-, 
boes, which grow clofer, and refift the axe and fire better than. any 
other vegetation ; relying on which, the inhabitants do not think it 
neceflary to ere£t redoubts for the defence of their paths, but ob- 
ftruft them with frequent and temporary barriers -of bamboes, 
wrought in a variety of entanglements. .The . polygar pf.Quinfeer 
refufed his tribute, of. which tlie arrears, amounted to 180,000 ru- 
pees ; and Mr. Bufij'^, intending for other views to remain awhile in 
the northermoft parts of the Chicacple province, refolved to employ 
fome of the time in reducing this country. Day by day the troops, 
were employed with exceffive toil and fatigue in rooting up, cutting 
down, and endeavouring to burn a way through the foreft. The- 
whole diftrift is efteemed one of the hotteft regions, of Indoftan^ 
and is peculiarly fubjeft to flrokes of the fun by which feveii Eur 
ropeans were in one day killed ; feveral barriers- were forced, or paft, 
and the Polygar, beginning to think himfelf in danger, made propo- 
fals, which Mr. Bully was equally willing to accept, having loft 
30 Europeans, and a much greater number of Sepoys, in the little 
progrefs wdiich the army had made ; this acco mmodation was con- 
cluded in tlic- middle of April. 

Some time before, Mr. Bully had received letters from Sufajah 
Doulah, the nabob of Bengal, requefting his. alfiftance to expel their 
common enemy, the Englilli, out of that province ; the Nabob of- 
fered to defray all the expences of the French army, and promife<J 
3 -further 
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further explanations ; which Mr. Bully fuppofed- would be brought 
by Ibme principal officer of his court, furnilhed with the means of 
conducing the army through, the province of Orixa ; in which ex- 
peftation he refolyed to remain near the frontiers of this province, 
and the army marched from ^Gumfeer to Ganjam, which is the 
laft town in Chicacole. . It is a fea-port much frequented by coaft- 
ing veflels, and the French had at this time a factory there : the 
army remained in the neighbourhood until. the„ioth.of May, but, 
inftead of further overtures from Surajah Dowlah, received intelli-; 
gence, that the Englilli had taken the French fettlement of Chan-i 
dernagore ; which convincing Mr. Bully of the imbecillity of the 
Nabob, who had fuffered them to, gain . fuch an advantage in his 
country, he relinquilhed all ideas of further connexion with him ; 
but relblved immediatel)’' to make retaliation on the Englilli .lettle- 
ments in the northern provinces.' ' ‘ 

In confequence of his orders the Europeans he had left hi garrifon at 
Rajahmundrum, when joined by more from Mafulipatam, marched 
againft the faftories of Madapollam, Bander.malanka, and Ingeram, 
which Hand near the feaon three different arms of theGodaveri. The 
natives here weave excellent cloths at cheap.,rates, .and-.the,thr.ee.fa£tot.. 
ries annually ffiraillied 700 bales for theCpmpany’^s.^rna.rket m England* 
Ingeram only had foldiers, and only 20, and all the three fa£tories fur- 
rendered on the firft requifitioii. The reduftbn of Vizagapatam, 
as being ^nearer, Mr. Bully referred to himfelf ; but being fure of 
his prize, remained in the city of .Ghicacole until he had fettled the 
afiairs of this government. On- the 24th of June the van of hia 
army appeared before Vizagapatam. A river coming from the north 
and turning lliort eallward to the fea, forms an arm of land,, a mile 
and half in length : and 600 yards in breadth. Nearly, in the middle 
of this ground- llaiids the fort, of which the conftrudtion by re- 
peated miftakes was become fo abliird, that it was inuch lefs defeii- 
lible than many of the ancient barons’ caftles of Europe.. The face 
towards the river was choaked by houfes. A whole town lay with- 
in 300 yards to the north, a village at the fame diftance to thefputh, 
and feveral .buildings piiicach of thefe lides flood; much nearer the- 
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^valls; towards the fea, the efplanade was clear, excepting a faint- 
ing battery, where a lodgement might be eafily made ; after many 
injudicious additions of works round the fort, which only made it 
worfe, it was found neceffary to throw up an entrenchment to the 
north, bej’-ond the town, in the flioulder of the peninfula, quite 
acrofs from the river to the fea, with a batteiy at each extremity, 
and another, on a hillock near the center, but this was conimanded 
by a fand-hill direftly oppofite, and within point-blank. The accefs 
acrofs the river from the fouth, was fufficiently fecured by batte- 
ries, which commanded not only the paflage, but the entrance of 
the river itfelf, through which all embarkations from the fea muft gain 
the fliore, as the fnrf prevents even ,a boat from landing on the' 
beach ; indeed the whole fcheme of the defences feemed to have 
been calculated only to oppofe the attempts of pirates and -iDolygars. 
The garrifon confifted of 1 50 excellent Europeans, and 300 Sepoys ; 
the Englifh families in the town were 50 perfons. On the fame day that 
thevanof Mr.Buffy’s armyappeared in light, the Company's fliip Marl- 
borough anchored in the road, on board of which was the chief en- 
gineer of Madrafs, proceeding to Bengal. He landed, and having the 
next morning reviewed the works, with Captain Charles Campbell, 
who commanded the troops, both gave their opinion that the extent 
could not be defended, even with a much greater force ; and advifed 
that all the Europeans fliould be immediately embarked, and the 
Sepoys, with two or three officers, left to make the heft capitula- 
tion they could ; but all the boat and fiffiermen had delerted in the 
night, and the wind blew fo ftrong from the fea, that none but 
thofe accuftomed could manage the boats over the bar, which that 
of the Marlborough carrying back the engineer, experienced, being 
twice overfet and a man drowned before ftie got out. At noon, can- 
non appeared on the fand’hill ; fbon after the* main body of the 
enemy, and a fummons to furrender ; after two or three meflages, 
the capitulation was fignedat.ii at night.. All the Europeans, 
whether troops or inhabitants, were to be prifoners of war; the 
Sepoys and natives free to go where tliey liked ; the Company’s 
efiefts, capture ; individuals, Mr. Bufly faid, fliould have no reafon 
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to complain : he kept his word with the utmoft liberality, refign- 
ing without difeuflibn whatfoever property any one claimed as his 
o^^•n. The Marlborough having anchored at the Dutch fadtory of 
Bimlapatam, i s miles to the northward, he permitted the chief, Mr. 
Pcrcival, Captain Campbell, and leveral others, to proceed in her to 
Bengal. 

. From ^^^agapatam, the army proceeded to Rajahmundrum, where 
they remained fome time, and then took the field, and advanced 
again to the northwafd, to awe the tributaries who fliewed any ten- 
dency to difobedience ; but were not obliged to exercife any hoftilities 
of confcqucncc. Thus ended, the year 1757,. in the northern pro- 
vinces : during which, the abfence of Mr. Bufly from, the court of 
Salabadjing,. gave his enemies the opportunity they wiihed, of taking 
meafures to weaken the future efFefts of his influence over that 
prince, in the adminiftration of liis government. 

Nixamally and Baflalut Jung were the two brothers of Salabadjing, 
who, as well as himfelf, were prifoners in the camp of Murzafajing, 
when the death of this prince in Cudapah, with the influence of 
hir. Bully in his army, raifed Salabadjing to the throne of the 
Decan. The early fagacity of Mr. Bully then forefaw,- that -the two 
brothers would be made the enfigns of fadtion and jevolt, if they 
were admitted to any participation in the councils of the govern- 
ment ; fince by their birth, their employments, if any, mufl: be great. 
He therefore advifed Salabadjing to allow them incomes lufficient for 
all indulgencies, but to give them no appointments of triift and 
power, and to oblige- them, under pretence of diftinftion, to accom- 
pany him wherefoever he moved. In this reftraint, tempered by all 
exterior attentions, they continued, and feemed fatisfied, until the 
open rupture between Mr. Bully and Salabadjing’s adminiftration at 
Sanore ; when Shanavaze Khan refolved to raife them into public 
importance, as his own future patrons, with the very views, of which 
the apprehenfion had led Mr. Bully to prevent their promotion. Ba- 
lazerow was, as we have feen, encamped at that time before Sanore 
to whom Shanavaze Khan communicated his intention, fuppreffing 
the motive, and requefted him to urge* the advice to Salabadjing, 
A ' wkhi 
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■\\-ith the clocument -of his own example, who alwa}rs employed his 
brothers, orhisfon, .in tlie nioft important expeditions, which he 
could not attend himfelf/ Balagerow knew that his own j3olicy 
could iiothe t:he rule -of a^clidhrent ftate, and 'weaker underflanding ; 
but faw the views of 'Shanavaze Khan, and wifliing foi* the very 
divifions they would create in the adminiftratioil of the Decan, gave 
the advice ; aiid Salabadjing, always eafiIy:led,^appbintedNizamally, 
the elder of the two brothers, to :the •government of 'Beraf, the moft' 
extenfive in the empire, bbt of which more than half had been dif- 
membered by the'Conqudfts of* the Morattoe jjanogec ; and to 13 af- 
faliit Jung he gaye .theicountry dl .Adoni, Which lies fouth of the 
Kriftiia and north of TVIyforc ; Baflalut Jung went from Sanorc to 
his government, but TSTizamally not until after 'the reconciliation of 
Charmaul. 

The brothers being then eftdbliflied, Mr. Bufly could do no better 
than appear hi different to the arrangements he could hot reveiTe 
without renewing the immediate- effudl of :unappeafed animofitics, 
before he was in a ftate'to encounter them. iHe therefore went away, 
as we have feen in vNovember, . to. the ceded provinces, as the moft 
qer.tain means of providing money, without umbrage, for future con- 
tingencies. On the x^th of Deceniber, Salabadjing began his in- 
tended march from Golcoiidah to Aurengabad. The armyconfifted 
of 10,000 horfe, aiuh 1 5,000 foot, with the French detachment of 
200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, whom Shanavaze Khan couldifind 
no pretence to prevent from accompanying Salabadjing. They ar- 
rived at Beder.ih the beginning of Januaiyi when 'Balagerow was 
taking the field at Poni. And Shanavaze Khan defiring to gain his 
concurrence to thc defigns-hc had formed, rcfolved to loiter in this 
;part of the country, hoping- that the approach- of Balagcrmv might 
give opportunities of an interviev/ between them. He accordingly led 
the army s^gainfi; a confiderable Rajah named phimderfiiin, 'whole 
territory lay near Calberga, 40 miles to the fouth of Bcder, and 
•whilfl: hoftilities were carrying < 5 n againft -the Rajah ; he fummoiied 
'Baflault Jung to join tlie ffandard.of the Subahfliips with the -forces 
•from his government of Adoni ; -which added another delay • until 

their 



BookVIII. The Dec A 

their arrival. But advices being received that Balagerow was march- 
ing ftreight to the fouth, and intended to crofs the Kriftna, the 
Subah’s army renewed their march to the norward, when in the 
beginning of February news arrived, that the Aftghans had taken 
Dellii, that a large detachment of their army were plundering Agra, 
and that parties from this detachment were on the road toBrampour; 
whicli, from fomc conclufions of which we are ignorant, determined 
the Subah’s council to proceed no farther to the north, whilft the 
Pitans were fuppofed to have any intentions of advancing to the 
ibutli ; lb that they did not approach Aurungabad until the beginning 
of May. In this interval Seid Lafcar Khaiij who had been Duan of 
die Dccan, and had given the nothern maritime provinces to the 
French, died at Aurengabad ; his trealures were reported to be great, 
and with all his eftefts reverted, according to the inftitutions of the 
govcrnmcnt,to the fovereign j but they were depofited in the fortrefs 
of Doltabad, of which the governor was his near relation, and had 
always been obfequious to his will. 

This place is called, and deemed impregnable, ftanding on the 
fummit of a mountain, which is furrounded with two other inclofures, 
of which that on the plain contains a large town : notwithftanding 
the ncccltit}' of communication to admit troops and provifions, each 
has its particular governor: but the two lower forts are lb overtowered, 
by the upper, that they rarely refill the will of the governor there, 
wlio, until the late confufions of the empire, \\^s always elpecially ap- 
pointed by the Great Mogul, 

Sha^wvaze Khan had fucceeded Seid Lafcar in the office of Duan, 
of which one of the mo ft beneficial duties is to take pofleffion 
for the empeVor of the eftates of all who die, holding, or having 
held, any office in tlie government : he therefore proceeded fcveral 
daj’^s before the army, with a large detachment and fome artillery, 
and fummoned all the forts ; the lowell after a flight refiftance, and 
much parley, furrendered on the third day : the governors of the 
two others being leagued together held out a month ; but having 
negleded to lay-in a Hock of provifions, and being furrounded by 
the whole of Salabadjing’s army, they at length yielded to money ; 
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and Shanavaze Khan immediately changed the garuifons, and placed, 
one of his own dependants in the command of all the forts, with- 
the nnwilling compliance of Salabadjing, and the approbation, of the 
Emperor’s Duan, Mahomed 'Huffcin, whom. Shanavaze. Khan had. 
lately gained, over to his views. He found in the fort a great treafurc 
belonging to Seid Lafcar Khan, of which 700,000 rupees were pub- 
lickly avowed, and more fufpedted. ,In the end of September a body 
of 6000 Morattoes frorn Poni, under the command of , Vizvazrow, the 
eldeft fon of Balagero\y, arrived near Aurengabad, with pretenfions. 
of which we are ignorant : their march had been expected, and gave 
Shanavaze Khan a pretence to call . up Nizamally. from Berar with 
the troops of -his government, who arrived at the fame time as.Vizr 
vazrow ; the Morattoe chiefs dependant, on the Subahfliip, andfevcral 
others, had been likewile' fummoned and were come up, fo that the 
whole force under the ftandard of the Subah was near 40,000 liorle, 
befides the foot. The Morattoes, notwithftanding their inferiority, 
proceeded to hoftilities, but confined them to fkirmifhcs, in which 
they were always repulfed by the. artillery, of., the. French, detach- 
ment ; neverthelefs Nizamally afliimed the/inerit of thefe fuccefles, 
and working at the fame time by his emiflaries amongft Salabadjing’s 
troops, inftigated them to clamour, and infult him in his palace for 
the arrears of their pay, of which 22 months were due. During 
this tumult Shanavaze Khan, as if afraid of the re^ntment of Sala- 
badjing, took refuge in the fort, of . Doltabad. 

Salabadjing was terrified, without rnoney, and, bythe means of 
Shanavaze Khan, without credit ; and taking the advan- 

tage he had prepared, profered to interfere and appeafe the tj'oopSy 
provided he was iiitrufled, whilft neceflary, with the adminiflratioii 
of the government, and the difpofal of the great feal of the Subahfliip.. 
This inftrument ratifies all treaties, confirms all governnients, au- . 
thenticates all grants and boons of confequence, and warrants all 
affignments of the revenue : it therefore always remains at leaf! in 
the dwelling of the prince, and generally under his ov/n eye, except- 
ing at Delhi, where it is ufually confided to the Vizier. Salabadjing, 
being witliout refource,^confented ; and Nizamally immediately be- 
came 
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came invt'docl •with fovereign power, but left the appearances to Sala- 
bacljing, whom he aflcfted to confult ; and abrogated hbhe of his 
indulgcncics, which this prince was naturally inclined to prefer to 
the cares of his Hate. Ni/.anially immediately gave additional ho'- 
nours and iaghircs to his brother Baflaulct Jung, and with a fubtlc 
afilblation of indifiercnce concerning the feal, committed it to his 
care. IBoth the next day introduced Shanavaze Khan to Salabadjing, 
who received him willi tlie exterior ceremonials of good-will and 
favour, ’rhe olliccr who comhiandcd the French detachment 
had neither experience nor force fufficient to countcradl; the pro- 
grefs of this plot ; but redoubled his attention in guarding the 
perfon of Salabadjing, which perhaps laved liis life. It was the 
general opinion tliat the expedition of the Morratocs with Vizvazrow . 
had been concerted b)*’ Slianavazc Khan, as the leading means of ac- ^ 
coniplilhing this revolution. 

It happened in the middle of December ; Mr. Bull}' received intel- 
ligence of it at Rajahmundrum in the beginning of January, and 
immediately began his march, with all his force, torelcalb Salabadjing 
from thefe bonds. We fliall now return to the aflairs of Bengal. 

THE firft news of the French fquadron was brought to Calcutta 
on the 1 7th of September, by the Revenge, which had efcaped from ' 
them on the 8th, in the road of Fort St. David. Other advices 
followed, with information of the troops thc}'^ had brought, and of 
the expeflations at Pondicherry of a much greater force in the be- 
ginning of the enfuing year; in confequence of which the prefidency 
of Madrafs repeated with much foUicltudc the requeft they had often 
made, that the troops with Clive might be immediately returned to 
the coaft : but they could not now be fent awa}'-, without rifquing 
the accomplinimcnt of the treaties with Meer Jaffier, if he fliould 
require their lervice in the held ; and the lofs of Calcutta itfelf, if 
a French force hiould arrive in the river, whilft they were employed 
in a diftant part of the Nabob’s dominions. This apprehenfion ren- 
dered the French prilbners, and even their vagabonds in "the province 
an objcbl of .folicitude. The prilbners amounted to 200, of whom 
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50 being men of better condition, were not confined. The party 
which ferved with Sinfray at the battle of Plafly' had efcaped into 
the diftrifts of Berbohin, where the timidity of the, natives fufFered 
them to remdn without moleftation ; and other ftragglers from va- 
rious parts had increafed the number to 60 Europeans. 'Thirty 
had gone a\yay in boats from the French fadtory at .Dacca,, -under 
the conduft of the chief, Mr. Courtin, and proceeding along the- 
rivers had entrenched themfelves near the mountains in the northern 
part of the diftrift of Rungpore, which adjoins on the weft to Purneah^ 
It was fufpedted that fome of the prifoners, who were at larger were- 
cofrefponding, not only -with both thefe parties, but alfo - with Mr- 
Law’s in Oude, and with the army of hlr. Biify in Chicacole. It was> 
therefore refolved to fend away all of the higher fort to Pondicherry;: 
and in the begmning of Oftober,. 34, of whom two were Jefuits, 
were embarked in a fhip hired for the purpofe, and called the Refti-!- 
tution. From reliance on their parole the fhip wasimanned, as ulual,- 
by lafcars, or mariners of the country, with only three Englifhmen 
to command them. As foon as they were at fea,. the FrenGhmen,^ 
as they eafily might, overpowered the ere\y, and carried the fhip to 
Mafulipatam, where they declared themfelves free, and the fhip a 
lawful prize. . 

Before Colonel Clive left: Muxadavad, the Nabob-- had fummoned 
Ramramfing, the Rajah of Midnapore, who was head of the Spies,, 
.to come there, in order to fettle the accounts of his diftridls, on 
■which, as ufual, a confiderable balance flood due from him in the 
books of the treafury. Ramramfing had always been in clofe. 
connexion -with Roydoolub, who, to remove fufpicions, advifed him, 
at leaf! openly, to obey ; but Ramramfing fent his brother and 
nephew, whom the Nabob immediately put into prifbh’; and pre- 
vented the difapprobation- of Clive, by reprefenting, what was true, 
that Ramramfing had been the enemy of the Englifh, having car- 
ried on for Surajah Doulah the correfpondence wdth Mr. Buf^^ and 
Mr. Law ; and that he had fom^arded whatfoever Frenchmen had 
efcaped to the fouth, through Orixa to Chicacole.^ Roydoolub had 
no doubt that this proceeding of the Nabob’s was a preparation for- 

his 



Book VIII- Meer Jaffier- 

Ills defigiis agaiiif^ himlelf, but concealed his perluafion, and wilely 
refrained from, claiming the Englifh guarantee until the danger 
fhould come nearer- Thefe coincidences prevented Clive from en-. 
tertaining any fufpicions .of the real motives of Jaffier’s condud to- 
wards Ramramfing, before he returned to Calcutta but Ramram- 
fing, as foon as he heard of the. confinement ' of his brother and’ 
nephew, aflembled his force, which confifted of 2000 horfe and 
5000 foot, and wrote to Colonel Clive, that if he were attacked he 
fliould feek refuge -wherever it was to be found; which his country 
well afforded by the jungles or thickets with, which it is covered, and' 
the mountains to which it adjoins. He however proffered to pay a.- 
lack of rupees as a prefent to Meer Jaffier, and even to make his- 
obeifance to him in perfon, if Clive would warrant his fafety.. Clive 
immediately recommended the reconciliation to the Nabob,” who at 
the fame time received intelligence, that the people of Purneah, under 
the command of Ogul Sing the Gentoo, whom Surajah Dowlah had- 
appointed to govern this province after the defeat and death of his- 
coufin Seid Hamed, had taken up arms, and proclaimed a brother of 
Seid Mahomed, on hearing that the Nabob had given the govern- 
ment to his relation Coddum Huflein, whom they dreaded for his 
charadter of rapacioufnefs and tyranny. 

Both thefe infurreftions arifing \mder the ftandard of Gentoos, 
drove the Nabob from all the diffimulation, with which he had 
intended to conceal his purpofes, until he had cut off Roydoolub,. 
and the other principal heads of the nation ; and in his vexation 
he 'Openly, perhaps not urijuffly, imputed both rebellions to the 
praftices of Roydoolub. He immediately commanded 6000 horfo 
and foot to march with Coddum Huflein to Purneah, and 500 horfo,- 
with Cojee Hoddee to Midnapore : Both divifions were to fot out 
on the 6th of Oftober, and Cojee Haddee proceeded ; but the 
troops appointed to Coddum Huflein, abetted by their officers, re- 
fufod to move until they had received their arrears, and clamoured 
other difcontents. The city wa's in agitation. Roydoolub aflembled 
his force, and would no longer vifit the Nabob ; who a few days 
2 after 
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after received intelligence from Colonel Clive, to whom- it had been 
•fent by an exprefs-boat, from the Englifli refident at Chuprahj figni- 
•fying that “ his fpies had niet mefleiigers on the road, who faid, that 
“ they had delivered letters from the widow of Allaverdy to Ram- 
“ narain, the governor of Behar, and were carrying others to Sujah 
“ Dowlah the Nabob of Oude, requefting him to march, and join 
“ Ramnarain againft Meer Jaffier.” This, if true, was the moft 
powerful confederacy which, Jaffier could have to fear; and bore 
ftrong marks of originating from Roydoolub, from, his attachment 
and refpedl'to' Allaverdy’s wddow, which he openly continued, not- 
withftanding the elevation pf Jaffier. Clive' forefeeing the animofity 
which the intelligence would occafion, fupprefled his, own ffifpicions ; 
but ordered the troops at Coffimbuzar to join the Nabob on the iirft 
•call; and promifed to march himfelf, if neceffary, with the main body 
■from Calcutta and Chandernagore. Thefe prefers abated the tumult 
.ofthe Nabob’s troops; and the .mediation of Mr. Watts produced ah 
interview between the Nabob and Roydoolub, on the 1 7th of October, 
when each fwore oblivion of former diftrufts, and fliture friendfliip ; 
and upon this apparent reconciliation, the Nabob ordered his whole 
army to aflemble on the plains of Geriah, fix miles froni the city. 

A few days after, a freffi infurreclion appeared in another part of 
the province. The two fons of the Nabob SufFraze Khan, whom 
Allaverdy had fpared when their father fell, defending his diadem, 
remained on the acceffion of Jaffier in the city of Dacca, where they 
had lived 16 years, without fhewing either abilities or inclination to 
raife difturbances. Neverthelefs they immediately became objedls of 
fufpicion to Jaffier, who in the firft days of his government brought 
back the elder Haffizally Chan to Muxadavad : there feemed little 
occafion to fear him, for his letter to Clive on tliis occafion was writ- 
ten with the humility of a beggar : but the other, Ammannee Chan, 
cither from nature or defpair, exerted more refolution. The governor 
font to D.-icca by Meer Jaffier came very poor ; and fo much money 
of the revenues had been drawn to Muxadavad, that the force he kept 
up even in the fort did not exceed 200 men, who were ill paid, and 

the 
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the troops of the diftrifts were,' as ufiial, a rabble fit only to diftrain 
upon the unarmed and timorous inhabitants ; this weaknefs of the 
governnient, and the attachment of a. few friends, encouraged Am- 
mannee Chan to tamper with a part of the garrifon in the fort, and' 
they agreed to feize the governor, when Ammannee Chan was to de- 
clare himfelf : the day fixed for the execution was the 2 2d of Oc- 
tober ; but two days before, one of the confpirators revealed the 
fecret to the governor, who immediately feized Ammannee- Chan 
with.leveral of his adherents*; and alked afiiftance of the Englifli- 
faflory, who lent 60 buxeries, which was half their force, and’ 
wrote to Calcutta for a company of lepbys, which were immediately- 
detached, and marched acrofs the country. This conlpiracy could 
not be imputed, to Roydoolub, but it increaled the perplexities- of 
Jaffier. 

Of the troops which were ordered to march with Coddam Huflein,, 
only 3000 had moved, who were waiting at Rajahmahal for the reft, 
and their arrears. Three months pay were* due to the whole army, 
of whicli not lefs than ro',ooo men, horfe and foot, were under the 
immediate command of Roydoolub, who had influence with the com- 
manders of many more ; and notwithftanding the late oaths of re- 
conciliation, kept his houfe under pretence of ficknefs, nor would- 
fuffer any .of his troops to march, from the city. Thele examples^ 
and perhaps his inftigation, encouraged the Nabob’s troops, to refufe 
likewife, unlefs- they were paid in full. The Nabob diftributed Ibme* 
money, and, as- another means to recall their obedipnce, pitched his'- 
tent and dilplayed his ftandard in the camp^ and went to refide there- 
on the ^th of November, waiting for the main body with Clive.. 
He left his fon Meerum to command in the city. 

Meerum, as loon as his father was gone, Ipread the report of 
advices he -pretended to have received from Patna and Delhi. The 
Nabob’s relations at Patna gave information,, that Ramnarain the- go- 
vernor had encamped to the weft of the city with his whole force, 
12,000 men ; that Sujah Doulah, the lubah of Oude, had likewile 
taken, the field with his army from Lucknow, together, with- Mr.! 

Laxv-’f, 
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Law’s party of Europeans, and intended,- in conjun£ilon with Ram- 
narain, to march into Bengal. The letters from Delhi faid, the mi- 
niftry there difapproved of the acceffion pf Jafiier to theNabobfhip;- 
that Mirza Mundee, the fbn, of Surajah Dowlah’s younger brother, 
an infant, ought to have been proclaimed, and that Roydoolub had 
^prbpofed he Ihould be appointed by the Mogul, with afllirances that 
he Ihould be able to carry the nomination into execution with, [the 
affiftance of the Englift. Many probabilities flood againfl the aur 
thenticity of the intelligence from Patna, and the advices from 
Delhi bore flill flronger marks of fldion. On the loth in the morn-' 
4ng the whole city was in conflernation, and the troops in their dif- 
ferent quarters in tumult. A band of ruffians fent by Meerum had 
in- the night entered the palace of Allaverdy’s widow, with’ whom- 
lived the widow of Zaindee Hamed, and her infant grandfon Mirza 
Alundee. They murdered the child, and gave put that they h^d 
likewife flain the two mothers. In the morning the three biers 
'were carried publickly to burial, amidfl the lilent grief and ah-' 
horrence of the people ; for the two women, --exclufive of the high 
condition' from which they had fallen by the death of Surajah 
Dowlah, were the mofl relpedlable of their fex for” their virtues and 
the nobility of their fentiments. The' caufe was difbelieved. Roy- 
doolub aflerted that all the accufations againfl himfelf were the inven- 
tions of his enemies. TheEnglifh troops at Coffimbuzar turned out 
to keep the peace, and preferved it. On the 13th Scrafton vifited 
and reproached Meerum, who, amongfl other vindications, flill pre- 
•ferving a fecret, faid, “ What fhall not I kill an old woman who goes 

about in her dooley to flir up the Jemautdars againfl my father ?” 
A few days after it was difcovered that the two women had not been 
murdered, but had been taken out of the palace, and put into 
boats, which fet off immediately for Dacca; and their pretended 
biers were exhibited, in order to prevent any interruption to the re- 
moval of their perfons. 

Neverthelefs, the death of the child left deteftation fufficient to 
cextort farther apolo^es. The Nabob declared, that he neither com- 
manded nor even had any knowledge of the deed, until it was per- 
petrated 
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pctmtoil, and both he and his Ion avowed that the intelligence frdm 
IX’lhi was ronnnnnicaled hy the Seals. The Scats politivcly denied 


the aflertion ; on which a new reconciliation was projiofed with Ro}'^- 
dooluh, who, accompanied hy Scrafton, vifited Meerum on the 1 7tli, 
and oaths of fricndlhip and confidence were again renewed ; and 
Roydooliih fent the grcatell j>art of his troc^ps to the camp. The 
Nahoh, receiving no reproaches from Scrafton, thought all refent- 
ments fulTicicntly quieted, at leafl; for a while, and marclicd away 
from the plains of (Tlicria on the 17th, in order to oblige the detach- 
ment loitering at Rajahmairal to crofs the Ganges, and attack the 
rebels, in Puincah. 

'rile rainy I'eafon in the lower parts of the country had this year 
been Ic fs unhealthy than ufual ; and only 40 men liad died of the Eng- 
litli troops quartered at Chandernagorc and Calcutta ; hut the intem- 
j'crancc ]u<nluced by the dilTrihution of the pri/.c-nioney of PJaflv, 
lind fpread Inch lickiuls, after the mins coaled in September, that 
two thirds of the rank and file were in the holpltal at the end of 
Oiloher. Their recovery retarded the departure of the whole until 
the 1 7th of November, when they embarked and *procccdcd from 
Ciiandernagore. 

In this interval Colonel Clive had prevailed upon Ramranfing to 
come to him from Midnapore. To avoid the Nabob’s troops witli 
Cc^ja Haddcc, who, at dive’s rcquelT, were halting at Burdawan, 
he embarked at Pijily with a party of European foldicrs, which 
had been fent thither to cfcort him to Chandern.agorc ; from wliencc 
he jiroccedcd with tlie army to Muxadavad. The Rajah of Ber- 
boin, on hearing that the Englifli troops were preparing to take the 
field, lent parties to furround and feize the Frenchmen with Sin- 
fray ; but they got warning of his intentions, and of 60, 36 efcaped. 
The other 24 were made prifoners, and conduced to Coflimbuzar, 
and from thence fent to Calcutta. Four of them were agents of 
the French company, who had been talccn and had given their 
parole at Chandernagorc, 
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. The troops with Clive arrived- at Muxadavad on the 25th of No- 
vember. Meerum, dreading his refentment for the murder of the 
.infiint Mirza Mundee, had feleafed the brother and nephew of 
. Ramramfing from their imprifonment before his arrival, and received 
Ramranfing himfelf, whom Clive introduced to him with much 
courtefy ; to Clive he demeaned himfelf with every fimulation of hu- 
mility. Roydoolub, when prefled by Clive to march with him, con- 
tinued his pretext of iicknefs, adding the better plea of the publick 
bufinefs, which required his prefence for 'fbme days longer in the city ; 
but his apprehenlions of the Nabob and Meerum were at this time. 
encreafed by new fufpicions, which they pretended to entertain of him. 

Mirza Sallee, the renter of the province of Orixa to the Morratoe 
Janogee, having been deficient in his payments and accounts, 
-came to Muxadavad a -little before the death of Siirajah Dow- 
lah, to whom he propofed fbme projeft for reftoring that province to 
the government of Bengal. A Morratoe named Subut then obtained 
the government from Janogee, and he likewife had lately been at 
Muxadavad, where he con traded a connexion, fuppofed to be 
more intimate than it was, with Roydoolub : he was at this tirne at 
Jonagee’s court, but fent forv^'^ard his agent, named Chenmelaw, to 
manage, until he himfelf Ihould come. Chemnefaw arrived at 
Cutteck in the- beginning of. November, and received the vifit 
of the Englifh refident there with much infolence, and his at- 
tendants talked publickly that a body of 6000 Morratoes were- 
coming' with Subut liimfelf, who intended to march into I^-Iidna- 
pore, and demand of Meer Jaffier the ceflion of all that country to 
the fouth of the river Piply, which- anciently ufed to be rated as a- 
part of Orixa. Thefe difcourfes induced the Englifh refident, and 
gave pretence to the friends of Meer Sallee, to reprefent Subut and- 
Roydoolub as engaged with one other, Roydoolub to give the Morratoe 
the country he wanted, and the Morratoe to affift Roydoolub- in time 
of need againft Meer Jafiier. Meerum pretended to believe the plot;-, 
but Clive gave no credit to the imputation, and leeing that Roydoo- 
iuh’s miftruft of the Nabob -w'as the principal caufe of his unwilling- 
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ncfs to be near Iilm, acquicfcecl to the delay lie required, and pro 
inifcd to efli’iSl an entire reconciliation between them. 

On the 30th Clive marched from the city, taking all the Euro- 
peans at Coflimbuzar. They were 250, and not 10 of them ill, 
having been prcfeiTcd by the excellence of the climate here from the 
cfie£ls even of equal intemperance with thofc below, of whom more 
than 100 of thofe which came with Clive were unable to proceed 
any farther, and were left to gurrifon the fadoiy. The Sepoys, 
in whatfoever ' quarters, had been preferved by the ufual . regula- 
rity of their lives from all extraordinary illnefs. The whole 
force was 550 Europeans, including the artillery-men, and 1 500 
Sepoys. On the 3d of December they arrived at Rajahmahal, and 
encamped within half a league of the Nabob’s army. He vilited 
Colonel Clive the next day, when the whole line was drawn out to 
receive him, and performed their exerclfe and fome evolutions, 
which he admired, and ordered r 0,000 rupees to be diftributed 
amongft the foldiers. 

Coddum Huflein, with 2000 horfe and 5000 ,foot, had fome day§ 
before crofl'ed the Ganges oppofite to Rajahmahal, where a river 
coming from the north leads into the midft of the Purneah countiy. 
The rebels, more difpirited by the approach of the Engllfh troops, 
than the appearance of the Nabob’s, quitted their intrenchments 
which were ftrong, and difperfed before they were attacked. Soon 
after Ogulfing was taken prifoncr, on which all die other officers 
either fubmitted or fled the county’- ; and in lefs than a fortnight, by 
the 9th of December, Coddum Huflein was in quiet pofleffion of 
the government. 

The extiiuStion of this rebellion,- the fubmiffion of Ramramfing, 
and no appearance of the renewal of difturbance at Dacca, left the 
Nabob without any farther apprehenfions for the tranquillity of Ben- 
gal, and determined him to march immediately to Patna, fully bent 
on removing Ramnarain, who \vas flill flanding on his guard, but 
had been dlfappointed in his expedlatlons, if he ever entertained any, 
of being joined by Sujah Dowlah, whom his own affairs detained 
in his own country. Clive, feeing the time he had waited for, re- 
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fiilecl to accompany the Nabob to Patna, before all that remained tOf 
be paid and fettled of his agreements with the Englifli flionld be dif- 
charged and fulfilled. In aggravation of this dilemma, it was im- 
poflible to latisfy the Englifli cliums. immediately, without the af- 
fiftance of Roydoolub, through whofe office, as duan, all money,, 
bills, and patents, muft pafs;. and on this ground Clive reprefented 
to the Nabob the abfurdity of tlieir variance, and propofed a feri- 
ous reconciliation, of which he himfelf would be the guarantee.. 
The neceflit}’’ of marching to- Patna prevailed, and the Nabob, at 
leafl: in appearance, acquiefced ; and on the notice, Roydoolub rcco- 
veted, left the city, and arrived in the camp on the 23d of the 
months He was- the next day introduced by Mr.. Watts to the Na- 
bob, who received him with every demonftratibn of cordiality. On 
the 30th, the Nabob, Roydoolub, and Omarbeg, came to the tent- 
of Clive, and Mr. Watts affifled. at the conference.. Before other 
bulincfs, the Nabob and Roydoolub made a fblemn renunciation of 
all their former fufpicions and animofity.. On the Rate of the ac- 
count of the treaty monies, there was now due near twenty- 
three lacks of rupees. Orders on the treafury at.Muxadavad were- 
ligned for the immediate payment of 1 2 and a half lacks, 
and referipts given on Omarbeg, as Phoufdar of Hughly, and 
on the Rajahs of Burdwan and Kifnagur, for the remaining half 
of the 2-3, lacks. Thefe referipts arc called' tuncaws, and’ entitle the- 
holder to receive to the' amount from the treafuries of the diftrifls 
on which they are given, as the revenues; come in. Tuncaws were 
likewile given on the fame difl:ri£ls for the next pa3’^ment, amount- 
ing to 1 9 lacks, which would fall due in the enfuing April. The. 
Nabob ordered Roydoolub to ifiuc under the fcals of the Nabobfliip- 
and Duanny the patents empowering the company to take polTcflion- 
of the ceded lands fouth. of Calcutta, with tlic authority of Zemin- 
darry; which, being feudal lordfhip of land', docs not extend to- 
life; but to imprifonment on any occafion, and to the Icourge, even- 
for the cvafion of debt, cfpcclally to the government : but the Na- 
lK)b refen'cd to himfelf the annual fum of 322,958 rupees arifing on 
thefe lands, and allowed by the Mogul government, as. on many 

others; 
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others in . the province, as a jaghire, or penfion for his expences 
without account. All thefe points were adjufted without dilpute, or' 
even the appearance of diflenfion ; but it was ftill more neceflaiy 
to fettle the objed of the prefent expedition. The Nabob’s intention 
to remove Ramnarain, in order to give the government of Patna to 
one or other of his more immediate dependants, would inevitably 
be produdive of long difturbance and confufion ; for it could not be 
doubted that Ramnarain, knowing the Nabob’s enmity to him, 
would, on the approach of the army, offer any terms to Sujah Dow- 
lah for his afliftance, unlefs prevented by affurances he could rely on, . 
that it was not intended to difplace him. Obnoxious as Clive knew - 
the propofal would be, he made it adding to the obvious arguments,, 
the neceffity to which the Engliffi troops might at any time during, 
the campaign be reduced;, by the arrival of a French force in the 
river, to return on fudden warning to defend Calcutta ; when the 
Nabob and his army might be left fighting with their own enemies in 
Behaf. He then-, as before in the cafe of Ramramfing and Roydoolub, 
offered his- mediation if neceflary, promifing to prefei-ve every right of 
the Nabob’s demands and authority. The Nabob again having no valid 
alternative to propofc, confented that Clive fliould write a letter to 
Ramnarain, advifing him to come and pay his refpedls to- the Na- 
bob on the road ; and afluring him of fafety and favour. All thefe 
material points being fettled, it was refolved to march forward 
without delay. Thus ended the conference with feeming amity, but 
real grudge in the Nabob to Roydoolub and Clive, and not without 
fufpicions in them of him. 

On the 2d of January, three days after the conference, the army 
began to move from Rajahmahal. At the Nabob’s reqpeft- the Eng- 
lifli led the van. Roydoolub, with his, amoiuiting, to lODoo men, 
and the artillery of tlie government, followed .next;' and .the. Nabob 
with the main body, amounting to 40.000^ brought up the rear : 
each had their fleet of boats ; and for the convenience of provifions and 
encampment, as well as to prevent..the occafions of quarrel amongft 
the refpedllve foldieries, it was agreed that the three divifions fhould 
always make, their halts., at. the. diftance of^one day’s march from 
4 ' each 
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each other. They followed the fame road as Major Coote had 
marched. The progrefs of the troops of the government was con- 
tinually interrupted by halts to bring on their baggage and repair 
their artillery ; and the Englifli were obliged to wait, as the Nabob 
did not like they fliould be jfar before him. On the 29th he received 
letters from Delhi, adviling that the patents of his confirmation in- 
the Nabobfhip had been made out, and titles granted to his fon and 
feveral others of his family ; and the Seats informed Colonel Clive, 
that he likewife was created a munfiibdar or commander of 6000 
horfe, with feveral names. All the advices hitherto received from 
Patna, reported Ramnarain-to be faking meafures for his defence, 
and that he had broken down the bridges on the road within 30 miles 
of Patna ; but he had not then received the letfor from Clive : as 
foon as it reached him, he wrote an.anfwer, without any ftipulatioii, 
or fign of miftrnft, that he fliould proceed .without delay to wait on 
Clive and the Nabob. Accordingly on the 22d he embarked in his 
boats, ivhilfl: his retinue of cavaliy marched along the road, and on 
the 25th vifited Clive. The next day he proceeded, accompanied by 
Mr. Watts, to the Nabob, who received him with the attentions 
ufually teflilfied to his rank in the ftate, and requefted him to follow 
in the rear, in order to facilitate their communications on bufinefs ; 
but in reality to mark his Inferiority to the province. This inten- 
tion cfcaped not the obfervation of the camp, but cv^en produced re- 
ports that the Nabob bad placed him there, out of the reach of fuccour, 
in order to deflroy him ; and Clive himfelf, not receiving cither let- 
ters or intelligence from him for foveral days, had the lame fulpi- 
cions, and wrote for explanation to Omarbeg and Roydoolub ; from 
ivhom, as well as Ramnarain, he received letters on the 3d of Fe- 
bruary, which fatisfied him of the fafety of Ramnarain’s perfon, but 
did not remove his apprehenfions that the Nabob meant him ill in 
other refpeiSts. On tlic 4th the Englifli troops halted at Jaflicr 
Cawn’s g-arden two miles from the Kelah or fort, which flands at 
the eafl: end of the city of Patna. Early the next morning, a large 
body of the Nabob’s troops were perceived marching to the left, and 
pafling beyond the Englifli towards the city, and Clive received pri- 
vate 
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vatc information that Coja Ha'ddee, who commanded them, was 
ordered by the Nabob to fiiffer no troops, excepting his own divifion, 
to enter the gates until the Nabob himfelf fliould arrive there. This ^ 
arrangement was intended to give a notion to the capital of the pro- 
vince, that the Englifli troops were as fubfervient to the Nabob as his- 
own. Clive waited until Coja Haddee’s divifion were in poflefiion of the 
gate, and then marched up, demanding admittance. Coja Haddee being 
attached to Roj'doolub, and knowing his refped and reliance on 
Clive, mentioned the general order he had received from the Na- 
bob ; but faid, that it could not be meant to extend to his friends 
the Englifh, and admitted the troops with more plcafure than re- 
luflance. Clive, fatisfied with having eftablifiied the point of ho- 
nour, did not ftop, but continued his marcli through the city to the 
Englilh fa^flory, winch Hands on the farther fide, very near the- 
weftern gate. The next day, being the 6th, he received a letter-’ 
from the Nabob, with inconfiftent cxcufes for the forced march of 
Cojee Haddee’s divifion, and requeuing Clive to encamp at Banka- 
poor, which is five miles beyond the Englifli faffory, ivhere the 
company have a large garden. Clive had before determined to do- 
fo ; and the troops proceeded thither immediately. The day after, 
another letter defired him to move to Dinapoor, five miles farther,, 
bccaufe the Nabob himlelf intended to encamp at Bankapoor. This- 
defign of removing the Englifli troops to fuch a diftance, and of 
keeping the whole of the Nabob’s army between them- and the city,, 
raifed liifpiclons, which correfponded with other intelligence. Pro- 
mifes, delays, diftrefi'es, relief, were to be alternately employed, and 
bribes as the laft refource, to draw Clive to an acquiefceiice to the 
Nabob’s defigiis, which continued invariably to deprive Ramnarain of 
the government of Patna, and to confer it on his own brother Meev 
Cofiim, ivheii the other offices and departments of the province 
would be fliared amongfl: the favourites and dependants of his for-^ 
mer fortune. Roi'doolub, who had always fufpccled, was now con- 
vinced that fuch were the Nabob’s- intentions, and, feeing his own • 
deftruflion blended with Ramnarain’s, united their councils^ what- 
foever might have been their former connexions, without refervci'. 

5 ^ Both. 
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Both by^-their emiflarieSj for they dared not. write, ^and the order 
of encampment prevented villts, explained their ide?.s of the Nabob to 
Clive, and. artfully infiiuiated dangerous intentions even again ft the 
Englilh. Clive knew not what to apprehend, but did not entirely 
r.eie6t the opinion of treacherj'’ ; and to prevent it, crofted the whole 
of his army with the boats and ftores into a large ifland in . the 
"Ganges, which lies oppofite to Bankapoor, whefe they were ft-- 
parated from immediate communication with. the fliore. He at the 
ftime time fent Mr. Watts to the Nabob, to difcover the meaning' 
of his laft requeft, ' and to complain ferioufly of his condueft to 
Ramnarain, whom he had kept in the camp inftead of permitting 
him to return with proper marks of dignity to the city, contrary to 
his promiffis -at Rajahmalial. Mr. Watts perceived no fymptoms of 
treachery -in the Nabob, but likewife no willingnefs to conclude the 
buftnefs, of Ramnarain, which he laid, he fliould defer until he faw 
colonel Clive. On the 12 th, the Nabob came into the ‘city; and 
Ramnarain likewife, but without aiiy marks of authority.' The 
Nabob kept his army on the eaftern ftde, inftead of encamping 
them, .as he hadpropofed at Bankapoor, to the weft. ‘ On the 14th, 
Clive vifited him,, and this was the .firft time they had met, fiiice 
they parted at Rajahmahal. The Nabob imputed the delay of 
Ramnarain’s appointment to Roydpolub, who had the accounts and 
arrangements to fettle. It is proba|)le that Roydoolub, finding Clive ' 
lefs imprefted with refehtment againft the Nabob than he wiftied, 
thought this delay would-not fail to exafperate him.; which the Na- 
bob now turned on himfeLf^ and had well nigh made a quarrel be- 
tween them, if Clive had not recollefted > the iieceftity of fulpecSting . 
the views of all, and of entering into none beyond what \yas con- 
ducive to the public welfare. • 

Much more time would probably have been wafted in the conflidf 
•of thefe intrigues, if news had not arrived from the weftward, which 
^renewed the former apprehenfions of the approach of Sujah Dow- 
lah from Lucknow, who was now to be accompanied by a great 
body of Morratoe horfe, and as befijre by the party of Europeans 
with Mr. Law, who were remaining under his protedlion and fup- 

port 
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port at Allahabad; and with thefe reports, arrived' in > the camp the 
^'lorratoe Subut, who,, inftead of proceeding diredlly to Ms govern- 
ment of Orixa, came from Nagore with a commiflion from Jonageo 
and Balagerow, to demand the arrears of chout due to the Morratoe 
nations from the province of Bengal, which amounted to 24 lacks 
of rupees. The vicinity of an army of Morratoes at this time 
in the Doab, not only protefVed Subut from Indignity, but obliged 
Meer Jaffier to fupprefs any manifeftation of his former ful]3icions 
of the union between him and Roydoolub; and the fame dread ren- 
dered the Englifli as ncccflary to him as when he took the field at 
Muxadavad ; and on the 23d, he performed the ceremony of dif- 
pofing of the government of Patna, fetting in full Durbar, attended 
by all his courtiers. A fuit of drefs with jewels on a golden plate was 
laid before him, which he ordered to be carried away immediately with, 
an efcort to his fon Meei-um at Muxadavad, whom he called Nabob, 
of Patna. Then another fuit of the fame prefents, which he gave 
with his own hand to Ramnarain, pronouncing him deputy to 
Mecrum in the Nabobffiip. The appointment of Meerum was. 
merely nominal, not derogating from the authority of Ramnarain,. 
which continued refponfible to the Nabob alone, but rendering him 
liable to Ibme additional prefents ; and the bargain for Ramnaraln’s 
appointment had been fettled at feven lacks of rupe.es, which were 
exafted under the pretext of a balance remaining due on the adjuft- 
ment of the accounts of the province-. Other fums, unknown, but. 
•fuppofed not inconfiderable, were likewife colledled’ by the Nabob 
for the chiefs of all the diftrifts, as well Moors as Indians, were, 
fummoned, as ufual in fuch vifitations, to pay homage, and none 
came empty-handed ; and thofe againft whom were any real or fic- 
titious caufes of complaint, were feverely fined. Of thefe Comgar 
Cawn and Sunderfing, two petty rajahs in that part of the moun-^ 
tains which lie between the province of Behar and the diftridl of 
Berboin in Bengal, had been fighting for three months, and only 
laid down their arms on the approach of the Nabob. Both were 
fummoned to attend the Durbar. Comgar Cawn, who. was. moft in 
fault, evaded ; and Sunderfing would not come until he received af- 
VoL. II. O o furances 
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mid Kifnagur had accepted the tuncaws given on their dlftridts, they 
liad hitherto paid nothing ; and Omarbeg, as Phonfdar of, Hughly, 
declared that he had no means of fatisfying any part of the 6,500,000 
rupees charged on him, excepting by giving a quantity of • fait, 
which when fold might produce two lacks. On this, Clive wrote 
to Roydoolub that he fliould fend his troops to afk their money of 
him, and hgnified to the Nabob that he might fpare the Engiifli 
five out of the feven lacks he was to receive from Raninarain. The 
Nabob replied,, that this very fum was appropriated to pay the Mo- 
gul’s tribute at Delhi, but offered bills on Raninarain for two lacks, 
payable at 50,000 rupees a month, which Clive was contented to 
receive. 

The to and fro of thefe official difeuflions had brought the time 
to the 1 8th of March ;■ and the Nabob, having now nothing to 
fear from foreign enemies before the end of the rainy feafoii in Sep- 
tember, refumed his firff; views of giving the government of Patna 
to Mecr Cofllm, but, ftill afraid to venture whilft the Engliffi troops 
remained in Beliar, refolved to outftay them, and became as an- 
xious to fend them away as he had been to bring them with him. 
Knowing their want of money, he thought the more he fliould delay 
to fupply it, and poftpone their other bufinefs, the fobner they 
tliemfelves would become defirous of departing, to fave expeiice to 
no purpofe. 

. Clive, fufpe£ling this cunning, Infifled that Roydoolub fliould 
immediately give fecurity for the deficiency of the Hughley tuncaws ; 
but Roydoolub was on the point of making a vifit of devotion to 
Guyah, a town of great faiuStity and pilgrimage, fituated at the foot 
of the mountains, 60 miles to tlie Ibuth of Patna. He fet out on the 
I ptli of March, and Clive refolved to remain until he returned ; 
but on the firff; of April feiit fonvard the main body of the Engiifli 
troops on the road to Bengal, with orders to proceed floivly. They 
were augmented by 1000 .Sepoys, who had been levied in the Bodge- 
pore country, where the natives are much hardier than in Bengal, 
and even more than in any part of Behar. On the 7th, Roydoolub 

O o 2 returned 



The War of Bengal. Book VIII. 

returned from Guyah, and by this time the Nabob liad taken the 
refoliition of going to pay his devotions likcwifc, at n famous 
or tomb of a faint, near the town of Behar, which is fituated 40 
miles to tlic fouth-eaft of Patna*: by this journey he faid jio time 
■would be lofl:, as it would require ten days to adjnfl fome afFiiirs 
and accounts in difj^ute between his brother Meer Coflim and Ram- 
naraiii : he hoped in this interval that the Engliili troops would 
have been far advanced on their way, and Clive have joined them, 
in which cafe ‘he intended to return to Patna, and remove Ramna- 
rain. But Clive refolved not to ieparate himfelf from Ramnarain 
until he faw him out 'of danger, and adyifed Roydoolub Jikewile, 
although in the field, to keep at hand. A momentary inflant -of ge- 
neral fatisfadiiioirand compliments occurred on the '14th by the arri- 
val of meflengers from Delhi, with the authentic patents of the ho- 
norary titles conferred on the Nabob, hiS relations, and Clive-: they 
likewife brought ftmuiids, or the commifiion for the Nabobfiiip, but 
deficient in fome efiTentlal formalities, which were withheld until the 
Nabob fiiould have remitted a film of money to Delhi : thefunnuds 
were, iicverthelcfs, proclaimed as 'fully valid, and few knew the con- 
trary. The next day, the Nabob proceeded to Behar ; and, feeing 
that Clive flill remained at Patna, inftrudted his brother Meer Coflim 
ro diflcmble, who accordingly pretended to be perfedlly fatisfied 
with the adjuftment of his affairs with Ramnarain, and promifed to 
leave Patna and come to Muxadavad' as foon as 'he had fettled , his 
more private concerns'; and the Nabob himfelf, inftead of returning 
us he had intended from Behar to Patna, proceeded from thence on the 
U4tli'fl:raight acrofs the country to Ear on the bank of the Ganges, 
about 35 miles below Patna, where the main body of his army and 
their fleeet of boats were aflembled ; on which Clive left the city, 
carryii-jg Ramnarain with him, to take Icave of the Nabob. On the 
30th, the Nabob Roydoolub, and Ramnarain, met by appointment on 
board of Clive’s budgerow. The Nabob exiircflcd perfc61: fiitisfac- 
lion in Ramnarain’s integfity and fidelity, ahiired him of being con- 
linued in the government, and permitted him to fet out tjic fame 
a day 
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dav oil his return : he then ordered a part of his army to march 
on to Muxadavad, and kept the reft to amiife himfelf witli in 
huntings along the hills ; but confented that Roydoolub fliould ac- 
company Clive, in order to difeharge the deficiencies of the balances 
of money due on the treaties. Thus ended this political campaign, in 
which an army’ of 50,000 men had marched 300 miles out of their 
own province, and continued four months in the field, without firing 
a mulket ; but produced the full accomplifliment of all that Clive 
intended, who maintained his decifion over .all interefts, by -not 
yielding to the prejudices of partiality, or the proffers of private 
advantage. 

The French party which had cfcaped from Dacca to Rungpore,, 
had raifed a mud fort not ^r from the foot of the mountains, -on the 
bank of the river Tefta, in which they maintained themfelves iin- 
molefted, until Coflim Ally, the Phoufdar of the country, received 
the Nabob’s orders to attack them ; when they were furrounded by 
a great number of his people, who in lefs than a month reduced 
them to famine ; on which they embarked in their boats, and went 
down the river, intendmg to regain the Great iGanges ; but were 
followed and harrafled fo much, that they landed again, but on 
the other fide of the river, and marched to the neighbouring town 
of Dinagepore, the capital of a Rajah, who with much timidity 
•was a good man, which Mr. Courtin knowing, refrained from any 
.violence to his people; who were all as timorous as the Rajah 
himfelf, and maintained the party with provifions, until an officer 
at Mr. Courtin’s requeft came from Coflimbuzar, to whom they fur- 
-rendered prifoners, and were received with fome terms of indulgence. 

. Their number was. reduced from 30 Europeans to 1 1, and from iqq 
- to 30 Sepoys. 

The fmall number of troops left in Calcutta after the army took the 
field with Colonel Clive, was not fufficient to keep up the neceflaryguards 
.with fufficient ftridlnefs; which encouraged the French prifoners 
-to attempt their efcape. The building of the gaol was not Efficient 
so hold them.; and, .as. the enclofiire had very high walls., they were 
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■permitted to 'remain in the area -; taking advantage, of this liberty, 
! they dug under the walk in a part, unfrequented and covered with 
'bufhes, and in the night of the i8th of December, all of them^ 

• being 90, efcaped through the hole, and before' morning moft of 
>them had crofled the river, and not' one immediately retaken. 

• Some were fufpefted to have gone to the Danifh factory oppofite 
Hughley ; but the agents there would not admit -the fearch. A 
month after 1 5 were flopped in Midnapore ; and in the month of 
March, 30 more at Cutteck, going through Orixa, to join their 
•countrymen in Chicacole. 

The fquadron with Mr. Pococke failed for the coafl of Coro- 
mandel, in the beginning of February the condemnation of the 
Kent, and the difpatch of the fldop to I^gland, had reduced it to 
three fhips of the line, and two frigates of 20 guns. Their de- 
•parture, frequent although vague reports from, fea of French ar- 
maments, the expedlation of fending a great part of the Englifh 
force into the field again with the Nabob, and above all the recent 
remembrance of calamity, had determined the prefideiicy to provide 
for the fiiture fafety of Calcutta,- by railing a fort -capable of the 
utmofl defence ; and all the natives which could be hired were con- 
tinually employed in the work. . The fpot was chofen 1 200 yards 
to the fouth of the old fort ; but not fo near the river. 

Various reports had been brought to Muxadavad, during the 
campaign to Patna, In February, foon after Ramnarain joined the 
•camp on the-road, it was faid that the Nabob had caufed him to be 
aflaffinated ; but, at the fame time, came otlier news, that the Ra- ' 
•jah Sunderfing, by the -infligation of Roydoolub, had fallen on the 
Nabob’ s-quarters in the night, and had kdled him in his tent. How- 
ever improbable, Meerum believed both reports, and aflembled all the 
forces quartered round the city-: this alarm v/as fbon quieted by au- 
rthentic letters -from the camp-; but the fame principles of fufpicion 
and animofity had driven Meerum to greater exceffes of apprehen- 
fiqn, on the approach of Colonel Clive and Roydoolub returning 
•from the campaign. 
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The C9flimbiiznr river from January to June is too fliallow for 
boat? of burthen, whicli obliged the Englifh tj'oops, with their 
fleet, to keep along the great river, until they came to Bogwon- 
gola, and from whcqce they marched acrofs the ifland to Muxadavad,’ 
^vhcre Clive arrived on the 15th, and found the whole city in the 
utmoft confternation ; and on the fame day, he received advices of 
great importance from the coaft of Coromandel ; to which our nar-*- 
.rativc now returns. 
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T he new ye^r opened in the Carn.'ttlc with as little atSlivity as the 
laft had clofcd. The French troops remained in Pondiclieny 
waiting the arrival of their cxpc£ted armament from Europe, during 
which, Mr. Soupire, as he fays in a memoir he has publiflied, en- 
tered into a negociation with two jemautdars of the Englifh Se- 
poys to furprizeTritchinopoly, by means of the French prilbners. 
Four hundred were In confinement in the city, and 50 or 60 had at 
various times been received into the Englifli fcrvice, and in the end 
of December, foon after Calliaud returned from Madrafs, two of 
the enlifted Frenchmen accufed one De la Forge, who had been 
accepted as a furgeon’s mate, that he had tampered with them to 
concur in a project, by which the foreigners in the fcrvice of the 
garrifon were to murder the Englifli guards in the night, then 
open the prifons, arm the prifoners, and with their affiftance, over- 
power the reft of the troops. Four other Frenchmen avowed the 
fame converfation with Dc la Forge, who, with much obftinacy, 
denied that he had ever fpoken one word to any one of them : he 
was however hangeef two days after his trial. This might have 
been the firft opening of Mr. Soupire’s fcheme, although he fays 
nothing of it ; but nothing was difeovered of his confpiracy with 
the Sepoys, which he feems to have protrafted until the end of 
April. 

Enfign Banatyne at Outramalore, receiving intelligence that 200 
of the French Sepoys at Carangoly had deferted on fome difpute 
VoL. II. P p with 
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v.itii tliC renter, nrul ilirit tlic reft v.'crc indine'l to rmulny, inr.rehcc! 
on llic night of the 25th of Jnriu.iry, v/jeh 500 Sepoy?, no'! 50 Koro- 
jjcans, nnd nn Iiour i)eror'j (hiy-hrcnl: mr.fl'; an afthnlt ]jV cr':;')r:'lo on a 
part of rhcv/ail, wliicli v/s? in a nilnon? condition ; hut they v/cro 
rcpulfcd v.'itli the loft of 1 1 Sepoy., killed, and 2 ICuropean . v/oundvd. 
Sliglit as this was, no action of crjual enferprl/e pafild in rlie con- 
tending diftricts until the end of Ajjril, nllliough tlie muturd incur- 
fions v.’crc as frequerH as Ijeforc ; hut being alv.'ay ; levelled at de- 
fcncclcft villag'.-s, tliey car.-ied the reproach of roid>ery, :nore than 
the reputation of v/ar ; and each fulc lofing a? much it gained by 
thefc depredation?, the I'reticli ofticcr at V:.ndi*.vani propnled a coii- 
fercnce to put an end to llieni, aiid IJatiatync v/as permitted to treat 
with him. 

The* rej'.ortr. whicii the French governmerst r])rer.d v.dth much di- 
ligence, of their approaching fuperioiity on the coaft of O>ro- 
mandel, encouraged even the moft iiillgninc-ant chief which lield 
under the Nabob, or the company, to quvftion or itifjlt their autho- 
rity. In the vaft plain which occupies the Caniatic, from iljc lati- 
tude of Puliacate to the river Colerf>on, are many tracb of ft.ndv 
ground fpread amongft the richeft diftricls of the coutitry. Tlicft* 
foils having always been neglected by the labourer, and left to nature, 
propagate abundance of ufclcft vegetation. In forne, whicii with 
care would rear tlic coco-nut, the caftern palms prevail, a ftw of 
which, rifing to their full growth, fpread tlieir feeds w;t!i tlie v. ind, 
which in a fuccefiion of lime cover the whole evtent will) plants, 
that ftrangling one another by their multitude, remain ftunted, and 
create the ftubborneft of thickets. Others of theft tracls, inftead 
of bearing the palm kinds, will only produce a ftrong and Iprcading 
Ihrub, which rifts to the height of eiglit or nine ftet, and forme- 
one continued coppice. Many of theft wilds are from 15 to 40 
miles in circunifercnce, and all of tlicft extents are poftefted by petty 
^Polygars, with their clans of half-favagc fubjecls, wliofe occupation 
is to rob the neighbouring villages in the niglir, and in the dnv to 
take all kinds of venifon and game, in which thev arc ft expert, 
that they rarely fail, on the fliortcft notice, to produce tJie quantity 
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demanded by any perfon in authority. By thefc obclfanccs, and 
fometimes a fmall prefent of money, and now and then ridding the 
country of a tiger, they compcnjfatc their thefts, which arc rarely 
attended with bloodflicd, or violence ; when they are, troops march, 
their hamlets arc burnt, and prifoners taken, the chief himfclf in 
preference, who atone fcvcrely for the mifdccds, whether of them- 
felvcs or their fellows. Two of thefc Polygars, between whofc 
woods the fort of Trepaflbor is fituatcd, ventured in the end of Ja- 
nuary to make incurfions, not only into the diftridls dependant on 
this fort, but even into thofe of Pondamalcc, within 1 5 miles of 
Madrafs, and carried oft large quantities of grain and cattle from 
the villages ; on which the commandant, Jcmaul Saib, who had re- 
turned from Tinivelly to Madrafs, w-as ordered to march againft 
them with four companies of Sepoys. The one, named Rangapah 
Naiguc, immediately afked pardon, and made reftitution and atone- 
ment : but the other, Wardapah Naiguc, flood on his defence, until 
Jcmaul Saib had penetrated into his woods, and burnt fcvcral of the 
liamlcts concealed in them ; on which, he fubmitted likewife, and 
the Sepoys were withdrawn. 

The army of the Morattoes under the command of Balavcntrow, 
which, in the preceding year, had defeated the Nabob of Cudapah, 
who fell in the battle, found notwithflanding this vidlory, that they 
could not cafily compleat the redudlion of the country ; for Abdull 
Nabey Cawn, the coufin-german and nearefl relation of the dc- 
ceafed Nabob, threw himfelf with a flrong force into the flrongcfl 
fortrefs of the province called 5/V5.'//,ncar the town of Cudapah and the 
late field of battle; and others of the Pitan Captains flood on their de- 
fence in their refpeftive holds, the fieges of which would employ more 
time than the extent of Balaventrow’s expedition. He therefore font 
agents to negotiate with Abdull Nabey ; but likewife detached parties 
to harrafs the diflridls adjacent to the forts which held out ; during 
which he marched himfelf with the main body of his army acrofs 
the province of Cudapah to the eaflrward, and, when arrived on the 
confines of the Carnatic to the n.w. formed three divifions, one of 
which wept^againfl the Polygar Bomrauze ; the other entered the 
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diftrldls of Damarlah Vcnkctappah anti Banp,ar Yalcham-nalgiic ^ 
and v/itli the third lie appeared himfclf before Nelorc. I’hc Na- 
bob, in fettling the treaty of tribute in the preceding year wth. 
Armetrow, the deputy of Halavcntrow, gave, in the general afltfl- 
ment on his vaffals, an order on each of thefe Polygars to j)ny him 
70,000 rupees, and the pretence on which Balnvcntrow now com- 
menced hoftilitics againrt them was, that the afleflinent meant only 
the rate of the a£lual year, whereas they owed, he faid, for the fix be- 
fore; and the rcafon he gave f(»r attacking Nelorc was, to jircvent Na- 
'/cabulla from marcliing againll the Nabob, with a large bodyof Krcnch 
troops, which he heard were advancing to join him from Mr. Biifly’s 
army; but Nazeabullah, having without helitation paid him a Ann 
adequate to his cxpc^lations, he a few days after wrote to the Nabob, 
recommending a ivconciliatitni between them. Mis detachments ])lun- 
dered the fair towns of Venkaii (iherri and CalaAri; and all the three 
Polygars were fo frightened, that, in cxpeclation of the afiiAance 
of the Englifli, each of them g.avc bonds and fecurity for the payment 
of their tribute to the Nabob, which were not equal to the demands of 
Balavcntrow; immediately after this the Morattocs left their coun- 
try, as the Polygars believed, from refpeil to the remoiiArariccs 
of the jircfulcncy, but in reality purfuant to orders received at this 
time from Balagcrow : they returned into Cudapah, where Balavcn- 
trow concluded at Sidout a treaty with Abdul Nabey Cawn, by 
which it was agreed, that the country fliould he equally divided be- 
twixt them : and the Morattocs were jnit in pofleflion of Goramr. 
coiulah, a ftrong fort and pafs midway in the range of mountains, 
which bound the province of Cudapah to the wcA. A part of the 
army was left to guard the Aiarc of the Morattoes in the province, 
and Balavcntrow, with the rcA, reemfled tljc weAern mountains, 
and marched towards Sirpi, ordering at the liunc time the detach- 
ment with Armetrow at Vclore to join him there. 

The Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab, having gatlicrcd 1000 horfe, 
and 2 or 3000 foot, moved in the bcginnijig of the year from 
Chitorc to Chandergherri. 'I’his place was anciently the capital of 
the Carnatic, at prcl'cnt an open town in ruins. It is fituattd about 
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lo miles from the fiimous pagoda of Tripetti, which Abduhvahab 
endeavoured to perfuade the company’s renter to deliver up : but the 
venter referred him to Madrafs, and he was deterred from the hof- 
tilities he intended, by the march of Jcmaul Saheb againft the poly- 
gars of Trepalibre. Not knowing therefore what to do with Jiis 
troops, who clamoured for pay, he font them under the command 
of his principal officer to hlorlizally of Velore, who was preparing 
to attack the fort of Tripatore, at the bottom of the valley of Va- 
niambady. We arc ignorant on what pretenfions thefe hoftilities- 
were founded, but thev were undertaken with much carncfliicrs : 
for, bclidcs his own, and the troops of Abduhvahab, the Phoufdar 
likewifc engaged the body of Morattocs tlicn in his town with 
Armetrow. The whole force was 4000 horfe and 6000 foot ; but 
the fort of Tripatore was of difficult approach ; and on the 8tli of 
February, the day after the Ijattcries were opened, a cannon-ball, 
killed Armetrow ; which being perceived by the garrifon, they fallied, 
routed the hcfiegcrs, and took their cannon. The Morattoes imme« ^ 
diatcly after this defeat quitted the country, and' joined their main body- 
in Myforc ; and the troops of Mortizally and Abduhvahab- returned' 
to their homes. 

Mr. Focock, v/ith the ffiips of war from Bengal, arrived at Madrafs- 
on the 24th of February ; tlicy had been abfent 17 months on the 
expedition. The two frigates were immediately detached to cruize 
ofFPondictierry. Some days after, arrived the Queenfborough frigate, 
which Admiral Stevens had difpatchcd with advices to Madrafs, from 
v.dience foe had been fent to Bengal, and now returned from thence.. 
On the 24th of March, Admiral Stevens himfelf arrived from Bom- 
bay with 4 ffiips of the line ; and on the 1 7tli of April the fqua- 
dron failed to thc.fouthward. 

The Myfore general Hydcrally, after his retreat from Madura in the. 
end of the preceding year, continued at Dindigul, -vv'aiting the arrival; 
of a body of French troops, with which he Intended to return to the 
attack; and in the interval Mahomed Iflbof marched with his army, 
from Chevelpctore to the city of Madura, and fet to work to repair 
the fortifications.. As the French troops in the Pagoda of Seringhani 

couldi 
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could not be cVuninirnccl without danger from the gnrrlfon in Tritcli-. 
inopoly, IMr. Soupirc fent the force he intended for Hydcrally from 
Pondicherry ; and from the reftraint laid on all his military operations, 
they v.'cre no more than 300 Sepoys and 75 Europeans, wlio arrived 
at Dlndigul in the end of January. Tliey were commanded by Al^r. 
Aflruc, the fame officer who had been defeated by Major Eawrence 
l/cfore Tritchinopoly in the year 1753, from which time he had 
continued a prifoncr on his parole until the month of 061 :ober of 
th.e preceding year, wlien he was exchanged. On his. arrival at 
Dindigul, he found Hydcrally prellcd by .urgent affairs to return .to 
Seringnpatam, tlie capital of.Mylbre, wliich broke the fclicmc of 
attacking Madura ; foon after the interview, Hydcrally departed, and 
Mr. Aftruc returned to the pagoda of Scringham, where he arrived 
on the 20th of March, and, Iiaving been Jong ill, died on the 22d ; 
he was a gallant and worthy man. 

The agent font by the Nabob to Maphuxe Khan arrived at Nelli- 
tnngavlllc on the 28th of February, and found him there, encamped 
in paltry tents, with 50 horfe, oBcntatious of his poverty, pretend- 
ing much difeontent againft his allies, and much attachment to the 
Nabob ; but when terms of reconciliation were propofed, nothing 
Icfs would fatisfy him than the government of the whole country 
as an appanage in fee ; indeed he was never mafler of his own 
opiifion, and at prefent not of his will, for the weftern polygars, 
elated by the rifing fuperiority of the French in the Carnatic, took 
llic field, and obliged him, who depended upon them lor his fub- 
hllencc, to lend liis name, and to appear v/ith tlicm in jicrfon as the 
pretenfon of tlieir liortilitics : t lie army was compofed of the troops of 
tlie Pulitaver, of \'adagherri, of tlic three minor polygars, Cotaltava, 
Nndr.courch, and Savandah ; and from thceartern fide, of Etiaporum, 
the dependant of Catabominaiguc, v.ho himfclf continued firm to 
111.; new connevion v/itli tlie Engliffi. Tlie confederate.'; had Jike- 
wjic perfuaded the Polygr.r of Shatorc under the hills, whofe fort 
i.; only ft J teen nfilcs to tlie fiiuth of Chevelpetore, to enter fo fiir 
into tfieir views n.i to admit a body of the Pulitaver’ .s Collcries into 
h:; fjir, v.'iili wljoin and his own lie made depredations into tlie ad- 

jjicent 
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could not 1)0 dnninilhccl wiihout danj;;cr from the garrifon in '’rritch- 
Inopoly, Mr. Soupire lent tiic force lie Intended for Hyderally from 
Pondicherry ; and from the reftraint hfulon all hii military opcrari<jnj, 
they were no more than 300 Sejioy,; and 75 ICurojieanj, who arrived 
at Dindl»;ul in the end fannarv. 'riiey were commanded hv Mr. 
Aflruc, the lame idficer who had heen deteated by M:yor Lawrence 
l-cfore Tritchinopoly in the year 17531 froiii wiiicli time ha hud 
continued a prifoner on hia parole until the month of Oclolier of 
the preceding year, when lie was exchanged. On hla arrival at 
Dindigul, he found My<ler.illy prefled by urgent afiair; to return to 
Seringapatam, the capital of Myiore, which broke tire Iciicme of 
attacking Madura ; loon after tin: interview, Ilyderally departed, anil 
i\Ir. Aflruc returne<l to tire j)agt).!a of Seringham, where he arrived 
on the 20th of March, and, having been Jong ill, died on the 22d ; 
he w’aa a yr.llant and worthy m;.n. 

The agent lent hy the Nahuu to Maphu/.e Klrrm arrived at iVelit- 
tangavIUe on the aSth of February, and found him there, encamped 
in paltry tents, with 50 horle, oflcjitalioua of his jjoverty, pretend- 
ing much difeontent ngainfl liis allies, and much attachment n) the 
Nabob ; but wlien term.-; of reconciliation were propoled, nothing 
Ids w’ould farlory him than the government of the whole country 
as an appanage in fee ; indeed he wa.s never mailer of his ow'ii 
o])inion, and at prefent not of Ifi.s will, for tlie wefler.u polygar.;, 
elated hy the riling fliperiority of the French in the Carnatic, took 
the field, and obliged him, who de|icnded upon them for his fub- 
lirtence, to lend Ifrs name, and to appear with them in [lerlon a.s tiie 
pretenfion of their hofliUcies; tliearmy wa.scompoled of the troops of 
the Pulitaver, of Vadagiierri, of the three minor pulygars, Coraltavn, 
Nadncourch, and Savandah ; and from thecaflern lide, of Ftinporum, 
the dependant of Catabominaigue, who himfelf continued firm to 
his new connexion w'ith the En^lilh. The confederate,s had like- 
wife perfiiaded the Polygar of Shatore under the hills, wliofi* fort 
is only fifteen miles to tlie louch of Chevelpetore, to enter lb far 
into their views as to adnfit a bodv of tlie Pulitaver’s Collerles into 
his fort, with whom and his own iic made depredations into the ad- 
jacent 
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jaceut couiitiy, whllft Mahomed Iflbof, ,apprehenlive of the .arrival 
of Hyderaliy and the French, kept his force colledled in Madura. 
As Iboii as the news of Hyderally’s departure was confirmed, Ma- 
homed Iflbof took the field and marched . againft Shatore. The poly- 
gar oni his appearance made fubmiffions, turned out the Pulitaver’s 
men, and paid a fine in money ; but as foon as the Englifli troops 
returned to Chevelpetore, he renewed his depredations ; on which 
Mahomed Iflbof attacked the fort again, which • the polygar, after a 
flight refiftance, abandoned ; and one of his relations was appointed 
in his ftead. In the mean time, the confederates had, in various at- 
tacks from Nellitangaville, taken all the pofls between this place and 
Tinivelly, and many of the rhen placed to guard them were put to 
the fword : at Tirancourchy, which was taken by aflault in the 
night, 27 horfemen, and a greater number of Sepoys, were killed. 
The confederates, elated with thefe fuccefles, threatened all who did 
not join them, and attacked the polygar of Outamalee, becaufe he 
had refiifed. They likewife prepared to take pofleflion of Tinivelly, 
and boafled that they would reduce the fort of Palamcotah. But the 
approach of Mahomed JAbofTrom Chevelpetore flopped their pro- 
grefs, nor had they courage to give him battle ; but, having 
ftrengthened the pofls they had taken, retreated to Nellitangaville, 
fending, however,, detachments; to; harrafs and interrupt his, ope- 
rations ; but without fuccefs ; for all their parties which ventured to 
meet, or could not avoid the encounter of the Sepoys, were beaten,, 
and by the end of April all the pofls which had been taken were 
recovered. Mahomed Iflbof then refblved to carry the war into the 
enemy’s country,, and to begin with the polygar of Vadagherri, al- 
though the mofl diflant, becaufe the mofl powerful of the alliance.. 
His villages in the plain were in flames, and the troops had begun to- 
penetrate into the wood which enclofes his fort, when Iflbof received 
advices and inflrudtions from the prefidency at Madrafs, and from Cap- 
tain Calliaud at Tritchinopoly, which called him and the troops un- 
derhis command to fervices of much greater neceffity and importance. ' 

At day-breaki oh the 28th of April, a fquadron of 1 2 fail were 
d'efcried flanding in from various points of the compafs for the road 
4 of. 
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of Fort St. David, where the Englifli frigates, Triton and Bridge-, 
water, chanced to be at anchor. It was foon perceived that the 
ftrangers were French ; and two or three of the fhips beingto thi 
north of the road, whilft the reft were advancing from, the foutli , 
precluded the efcape of the frigates, as the wind blew from the offing. 
The captains, therefore, prudently refblved to run their fhips afliore, 
in order to preferve the men, which they effedled without lofing any. 

The French, . fq.uadron was commanded by the C^nt D’Ache. 
After fome change in the fhips which were firft appointed, he failed 
from Breft on the 6th of ^March of the preceding year, with the 
Zodiac of 74 guns, the Belliqueux of 70, the Superbe of 64, be- 
longing to the navy of France, and a 50 gun fhip, with a frigate 
belonging to the Eaft-India Company. Onboard of thefe-fhips.was. 
embarked-the., regimen t-of-Lallyj^ confifting of 10.80 jnen, 50 of the 
royal artillery, a great number of officers of diftinftion, and 
the count de LaUy, i^lonel.of the regiment of his name, lieutenant 
general in the French army, and now appointed Go vcrnor-general 
with the moft extenfiye powei's over all the French pofteilibns and • 
eftabllfhments in India. The lliips had fcarcely got clear’ 6f the land, 
when a fquall of wind carried away the main-top gallant and the 
mizen top-maft of the Belliqueux, on which flie made the .fignal of 
diftrefs, and was obliged to anchor near the fhore in bad ground. 
Tlie Zodiac immediately tacked, and worked clofe-hauled to affift her, 
and the fquall continuing, carried away the main and fore-topmaft of 
this fliip likewife. Thefe accidents induced Mr. D’Ache to return im- 
mediately into the port of Breft, as affording the fpeedieft means of, re- 
pairing the damages. In the fhort interval between the final orders for 
liie departure of the fquadron, and the advices of its return into Breft, 
the French miniftry at Verfailles had received fuch finifter accounts of 
the French affairs in Canada, that they changed the deftination of the 
fhips Belliqueux and Superbe, and appointed them to America ; and 
ordered Mr. D’Ache to remain at Breft, until joined by other fhips 
of equal force ; which, however, the navy of France, in this time 
of diftrefs, was not able to fparc from its other nccefiities. But the 
French Eaft India Company had feveral fhips, built exprefsly to ferve 

when 
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when required, us men of war, of which four had failed in De- 
cember, with tlie regiment of Lorrnin ; and three were now added 
to the two Mr. D’Ache already had under his command ; and he was 
to take the others at the Illc of France. The delays of allembling 
the Company’s foips from Port rOrient .retarded his departure from 
Brcft until the 4th of May. The fiiips carried with them a malignant 
fever, at that time reigning In the port. On the 23d of July they 
anchored at Rio de Jaireiro In Brazil, having loft 300 men of all 
kinds'by the fc^cr, which continued even in this climate, although 
•healthier than moft in the world : having waited two months in 
expectation of this benclit, the fquadron failed on the 25th of Sep- 
tember; and after a paflage of 85 days, ftill infected with the ficknel's, 
arrived on the i Stli of December at the Ifle of France. Here they 
found the (hips which had carried the regiment of Lorrain, returned 
from Pondicherry. Taking their crews and fuch of the ftiips as he 
chofe, Mr. D’Ache formed the fquadron, with which he now ap- 
peared on the coaft. They foiled from hence on the 27th of Ja- 
nuary. It would be ufeful to know their rout, in order to avoid it ; 
for their paflage was very long, not making the coaft until the 25th 
of April, when the Diligent was fent forward to Karical to get in- 
telligence of the Euglllh fquadron ; and returning on the 27th with- 
out any, ftruck on a fand-bank, which detained all the ftiips the 
reft of the day in getting her afloat. On the 2 8 tli . they appeared, as 
we have feen, before Fort St. David. 

Every fuccefs was expected to follow the arrival of this arma- 
ment in India. The ftiips were to drive the Englifii fquadron off 
the coaft, the troops with thofe already at Pondicherry were to de- 
niolilh the Englilh fettlements ; and fuch was the confidence of not 
meeting an enemy in the field, that the iiiftriiftions .formed_.aL,Ver-... 
failles ordered Mr. Lally to open his operations., by t he fi ege of Fort 
_ St. David, before,, which the, fiiips anchored. In order to land the > 
troops as foon as thofe from Pondicherry could march to inveft the : 
place.' The wreck of the two Englifii frigates confirmed thefo pre- 
. fumptions ; and Mr. Lally went away in the Count de Provence of 
60 guns, attended by a frigate called the Diligente, to proclaim his 
. VoL. II. Ojl commiflion. 
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corn'.Viinion, niul ^Ive the lu'ceflarv orders at Poiulicherrv ; he landed 
nt dve in tl'.c nitcrncon, and was received with all the diflititSlioiis an- 
nexed to hii authority. In the xutaii time the other fhips worked 
in, and rmcliored orT of Cudalore, two miles to the Ibuth of Fort St. 
David. 

'rile Engiilh fquadron having in ten days worked as high towiiid- 
waril as the head of Ceylon, flood in again for the coafl, which they 
laade on the aStli, o(F Negapatam, and proceeding along Ihore, dil- 
eovered at nine the next morning the French Ihips riding off Cud- 
dalure, v.'liich immediately weighed and bore down towards Pondi- 
clierry, throwing out fignals to recal the Comte de Provence and the 
Diligente ; but they not weighing in obedience to the lummons, the 
Iquadron ftood out to lea E. by N. the wind blowing from the s. e. Mr. 
Pocock, on the firfl fight of the French fquadron, had thrown out the 
lignal for chace, which implies, that every fhip is to pufh with 
crowded fail, and without regard to each other, in purfuitof the enemy, 
until countermanded by a ditTercnt lignal. At half an hour after twelve, 
his Ihips were within a league of the enemy, who were formed, and 
waiting for them in a line of battle a-head; when Mr. Pocock hauled 
down the chacing lignal, brought to on the llarboard tack, hoifled 
Ills colours, and made a lignal for the line a-head, and to be formed 
r.t tlic diftance of h:df a cable, or too yards, one fhip from another, 
'fhe 'Pyger failing ill, and the Cumberland much worfe, were at 
this time fo far a-llern of the other fliips, that it was ten minutes 
pad two, befv)rc they got up to their allotted llations In the line ; 
v.'hich being now formed, the Admiral made the lignal to bear down, 
t..c!i Ihip in the exact direction to the antagonift Ihe was intendetl to 
tneount.r, according to the difpolitiun of the two lines ; and this 
wr.i e cpl.iincd by continuing the diftinclivc fignal of the line of battle 
a-h.ad, joineil to that of bearing down. 

'i'.hc hV.ncli line conlilKd of nine tail, all, excepting the Zvidiac, 
c .p.;h;e . n' carrying more guns than they mounCeil, and (he having 
eh.;;.; ■ >i Inr lov.er battery of 3a pounders, for 24 at ikcll, had not 
:.->l • to tejdacc llu:u at the IIU of France, 'flu; Venveur of 
54l.d. :' H. v.edby th: Bieii Aime of 50, next the Cotjde of 44» 
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and next , the Due of- .Orleans of 50 : Thefe- -were the van In 
the centre was the Zodiac of on which M. D’Ache hoifted his 
flag. The four fliips which formed the rear, were the Saint Louis 
of 5o, inimeiruitdy after the Zodiac, then the Moras of 44, theSyh- 
phide of 36, and the Due dc Bourgogne of 60 guns clofed the- 
line. 

The Euglilh line, having only feven (hips to nine,, were to chufe 
their opponents accordingly. Mr. Pocock in the Yarmouth,.of-64,- 
was the centre, and (leered for the Zodiac, the centre of the enemy’s 
line. In confequence the Tyger of 60- guns, which led the Englifli 
Van, bore down for the Vengeur; the Salifljury of 50, for the 
Bien Aime ; and the Elizabeth of 64, m which Admiral Stevens 
hoifted his flag, and was the (hip a-hcad of Mr. Pocock, negle£ling 
the Conde^ bore dowa for the Duke of Orleans, which ranged im- 
mediately a-Iiead of M. D’Achc. In confequeiice,’ likewile, the 
Cumberland of 66, which was to be next a-ftern of Mr. Pocock, 
(liould have (leered for the Saint Louis, the Ncwcaftle of 50 for the 
Moras, and the Weymouth of 60, negledliug the Sylphide, for the'- 
Due de Bourgogne. 

This was underftood. It is likewKe generally underftood, that 
■when the Admiral brings to, and throws out the (ignal to engage, 
every (hip is to do fo likewife, at the fame diftance from its refpec- 
tive. opponent, as the admiral lies from his. But the Cumberland, 
•from fome unaccountable defe£l, was fo unmanageable, that in bear- 
ing down, (he could not be got to wear clear of the Yarmouth, that 
is, to keep on her left hand> but at every endeavour flew up on- the 
Yarmouth’s weather-quarter,, or to the right. 

But another mifchance happened,, which was affedled' by this of 
the Cumberland. The (ignal for the line of battle arhead, which 
was kept flying on board the admiral, whilftf bearing down for the 
enemy, was iriiftaken by the Newcaftle and Weymouth, to mean that 
•the (liips were to go down-a-fternof one another, inftead of continuing 
on the left of each other,- until they (hould bawl the wind to prefent 
. their broadlides oh the (ignal for engagement, when this .change would 
place them, exadlly . righti in the line .of .battle a-head... In ..conJCequence 

Q q . 3. tha.- 
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the -Nevvcaftle : kept .behind i the ‘.Gumberland,'.- and' the. Weymotifli 
behind the Newcaftle/ aiid as the,..Cumbeplafad:.had:not.got:into tlie 
line (or .into the- wake of the.Yarmoutjlj) when the fignal for eng^e- 
■meht was ..thrown -oiit, . the f other two. fliips*' were ftill farther off 
.froraithe, enemy’s, ...and the laft',. the Yartheft. b:.. ; ’ ^ 

'Mr. Pococke faw the miftakes and embarraffments, and, whilft bearb 
.ing down,, threw .Qu t flgnals ;tO’ rectify themi.' which were not imderftood 
by the Newcaftle and Weymoiithy and" could not be obeyed by the 
^Cumberland. . . .Neverth'elefs, it.w'asaieceirary to go on ; for. the whole 
of; the enemy’s line began itO fire‘:hotly, 'as*..foon as the.Englifh (hips. 
:Came^within’.randpmJ ftiQt, . and; with; the chance'of/much nd vantage', 
las. the Ehgllfh fliips bearing, down prefenfed'i their .’heads,' and were 
expofed.to he raked fore and aft until. they formed the line, . and pre- 
sented their, broadfides Yor battle butduckily the enemy’s fire con- 
•..tinued..withoutiaim.<p Mr. ;PoGock.>did hot. return a fingle fhot until 
J\is. -.Ihip.ihawled, .up-.wkh.'iheri broadfide. bppofite fo* the Zodiac’s; 
.wheujthe three, fliips of the van .wererlikewife got into theii* proper 
J[l'atiQns.;.heShen, at 55 minutes paft.three, threw out the fign^l/'and 
the fire inftantly became general throughout the line, for the three' 
••fh'lps.bf.the reajr,- although -but ..of certain aim,, were within’ reach 
of chance execution. .‘.In.five.miiiutes.the Sylphide. bore’ away under 
the iep of .-the Zodiac,', although ihe had ; only, re'ceived the. diftant 
flipt-of -thejl^ewcaftle and Weymouth ; but. hie ha.d pnly been -ad- 
mitted' info she line. -to impofejby Ihew. In i j minutes the Due 
jde iBpurgogne, the lafl: .of .the enerayls rear; quitted. her. ftation like- 
■Avife, .and we'nt:ofF.inlthe-fame diredtioii as-Ithe Sylphide, although 
Ihe had only been expofed. to the fire ;of.the Weymouth, and was 
:Hof much 'damaged.- ,:Abdut.the fame; time .the Cbnde, the third -and 
iweakefi: of the .enemy’s^'-van, - received: a ftiot' which difabled her 
--■rudde'r, and. obligedihdrdikewLfeho; quit 'this 'lini.r ;The Englifli and 
rFrench. adn\irals, . Ppcbck’.andi ’D’AcKe, asw-ith a.ipirit of duel, kept 
elbfe.and dlredted . their ^ fire' entirely againft -each -other, -and the en- 
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and get into her ftation, and at length backed her topfails to obtain it. 
by falling aftern r which fucceeded, buf not until flie- had dropt, 
below her opponent the Saint Louis, and at a confiderable diftance.' 
from the Yarmouth which flie was to lecond ; during this operation, . 
theNewcaftle and Weymouth, in order to keep their proper diflances, „ 
backed likewife, and both fell below the Moras, the laft remaining of 
the enemy’s rear ; and were thus likewife left without any ftiip to fire, 
at. But after the Cumberland had fet fail, and gained her proper fta— 
tion, the Newcaftle flill kept back, and failed to clofe the line, on.. 
which the Weymouth hailed her to do fo, which not.being attended to, 
ihe hawled the wind, let fail,,andvpaffingto windward of the New-- 
caftle, came properly into the line, a-breafi; of the Moras,. during which 
the Cumberland was- well, engaged with the. Saint Louis, .and took off ' 
tlie fire of her forward guns, whidi.lhe had for Ibme time employed' 
againft the quarter of the Yarmouth.. Mr. Pocock had continually • 
thrown out fignals.fbr the rear to get in. order, and now continued', 
them for the Newcaftle. A great explofion of powder had blown . 
up in the Zodiac, another in the Bien Aime ; the Moras, although , 
by much the weakeft.. of the enemy’s Ihips, had fought with os . 
much aftivity as any of them ; and when attacked by the frelli and 
hipefior. fire of the Weymouth, , flood it with great’ lofs for lo-’ 
minutes, when Ihe quitted, the line, . lliattered and admired. Mr., 
D! Ache continually made the fignals of the fugitives to rejoin the line. , 
The engagement. had. continued an hour and a half, when the Tyger, 
which led the Englilh vaiij having loft her foretop fail yard, could ’ 
not keep her ftation, but fell flan ting a-head of her opponent, the 
Vengeur, on which this Ihip, favoured at th.e fame time by a fmall 
change of the.wind, hauled up, and. began . to get to windward of ' 
the Tyger’s. quarter, over, which, ffie would then • have had every • 
advantage, and with fufficient refiftance againft the Salifbury behind ; ; 
and by this time the Comte de Provence, .with the Diligente, were ■ 
advanced from Pondicherry within a league of the, battle. . Neverthe- - 
lefs Mr. D’Ache finding that the Ihips .which had bore away did not - 
return, made the general fignal, and bore down towards them, in? - 
tending^afterwards to. take up the Comte de. Provence, and with her ■ 
I. ’ to., 
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to wait the renewal of the engagement, if the Englilh chofe. But 
the rigging in the greateft part of their line was fo exceffively 
damaged, that the French outfailed them three feet to one; on 
which Mr. Pocock hauled the flag of battle down, and fu'mmoned 
his captains. They were Latham: of the Tyger, Somerfet of the 
Salilbury, Kempenfelt of . the Elizabeth with Admiral Stevens,' Har- 
fifon of the Yarmouth with Mr. Pocock, Brereton of the Cumber- 
land, Leg of the Newcaftle, and Vincent of the Weymouth- 
The lofs on board the Englilh fquadron was zp killed, and. 8p 
wounded, in all 1 1 8. In the Yarmouth 7 were killed and 32 wound- 
ed, in the Salilbury 8 and 16 ; the Cumberland 7 and 13 ; none 
were killed, and only 5 wounded, in the Weymouth and Newcaflle 
together ■; the reft fell nearly equal in the Tyger and Elizabeth, 
The killed and wounded in the French fquadron amounted by their 
own accounts to 500. In the Zodiac alone more than in all the 
Englilh Ihips, being 35 and 115, including 60 fcorched by their 
-own gun-powder ; 40 were killed in the Bien Aime ; 32 in the 
Moras, 13 in the Vengeur, 13 in the Saint Louis,. 12 in the Due 
•d’Orleans, 6 in the Due de Bourgogne, 3 in the Sylphide, tlie 
'Conde 6 .or 7 : the wounded in all the ihips, excepting the Zodiac, 
were only twice the number of the flain. The difparity of the total 
lofs was more than four to one, and far exceeded the difproportion 
of the numbers on board : the French fquadron’ having with the 
troops 5000, and the 'Englilh 3200. The frigates- on either fide 
fuffered nothing, having been kept at a diftance to repeat fignals. 

The Yarmouth with the fliips of the van had received lb much 
'hurt in their rigging, that none could hawl the wind. The im- 
mediate relburce was, to have anchored ; but wh^ the engagement 
ended, the fquadron had got out of fight of land, into 25 fathom 
water, and the wind blowing frelh had raifed fuch a heavy fwell, that 
the tumbling .of the Ihips at anchor would have rendered the various 
operations of fetting up mafts, yards, and Ihrouds, always difficult 
at fea, almoft imprafticable. It was therefore refolved to repair under 
■fail. The Ihips accordingly ftood in for the land s. w. the wind ftill 
at s. s. E. but the current was ftrong and the unweildy Cumberland 

falling 
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ftlling coiiciuuiiliy to leeward obliged the others to abide by her ; . 
lb that, before the morning, when they came to an anchor in Ihore, 
they were a league to the north of Sadrafs, and 35 miles to the 
fouth of Pondicherry, off of which the engagement began. The 
French fquadron had fuffered lb much lefs aloft, that they anchored 
•at 10 at night in the road of Alamparva, 15 miles to windward of 
tile Engiilh. The Bieii Aime during the fight had the flings of her 
Iheet anchor fliot away, which dropping, run out the cable, which 
was immediately cut ; another fliot unperceived had grazed the upper 
coil of the cable bent to the befl: bower, with which the Ihip came fa 
anchor at Alamparva, but on the firft ftrain this cable parted ; a fmall 
anchor was Immediately dropped, but would not hold ; there was 
no other ready ; and before tlie fiiils could be fet, the Ihip was driven 
into the furf, and Aranded without the poflibility of recovery ; but 
all the men were faved, and afterwards moft of the cannon and 
flores. 

The firft hour of Mr. Lally’s arrival atPondicherry was diftinguiflied 
by the cxcefllve vivacity of his character. Before the night clofed, 
1000 Europeans and as many Sepoys were on their march to Fort 
St. David, commanded by the Count D’Eftaign, who landed with • 
him : but fuch was the hurry to be in motion, that they proceeded 
without provilions, and their guides led them aflray, and brought 
them into the bounds over the plain to the weft, where they did 
not arrive until feven in the morning ; the guard at the redoubt of 
Chimundelum retreated before them to the Garden-houfe, where 
was another ; and both together retired to the fort, after five or fix 
w'ere killed. They were followed almoft to the glacis with fo 
much prefumption, that feven or eight of the enemy were killed by 
the cannon from the ramparts, of which indeed abundance were? 
fired on their appearance. Neverthelcfs, many preft by hunger re- 
mained ranfacking the houfes near the efplanade' for lmmedia,te 
victuals ; on which two companies of Sepoys under the command . 
of an European officer were lent againft them from the fort, who fired 
away all their ammunition at too great a diftance to do or receive 
any harm. Several fmaller parties of Sepoys were likewife detached 
2 to 
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to furprize ftraggling' plunderers, and before noon brought in fix 
'Europeans, from whom an account of the enemy’s force was .ob- 
tained. , In the afternoon' was heard the firft firing of the two 
•fquadrons, which were then almbft out of fight, arid, foori after dif- 

• appeared. - - 

'The next day Mr. Soupire came up with more troops, fome heavy 
-cannoii, and a convoy of provifions ; and on the firft of May, Mr. 
Laliy himfelf, efcorted by two companies -of Huflars, arrived at the 
garden-ho.ufe, and immediately detached the Comte D’Eftaigne acrofs 
the river of Tripopalore to reconnoitre and take poft near Cuddalore. 
'This tovm remained in the fame condition as wdien attacked twelve 
years before by the troops of Dupleix ; inclofed on the three fides- 
■towards the land with a rampart - and finall baftions, which had 
neither ditch or any other advanced defences ; to the fea it was open, 
but the approach on this fide was flanked by the two baftions at the 
extremities. M.' D’Eftaigne carefully reconnoitred the walls to the 
land, and concluded thft the other fide had the fame defence ; and 
riot a man in the French army knew enough of the place to aflert 
•the contrary. The garrifpn,^D£...,,Quddftpxe“p^ of four com- 

panies of Sepoys, and a few artillery-men, under the command of 
a lieutenant with an enfigii ; who were reinforced in the evening of 
Mr. 'Lally’s arrival by 30 Europeans and fome Lafoars from Fort 
St. David. 

There were in the fort 150 French prifoners ; and on Mr, 
D’Eftaigne’ s arrival, it was demanded of him to fend in provifions 
for their daily fuftenance during ' the impending fiege. . Mr. Lally, 
on the day after his arrival, propofed a conference on this'fubjeft, 
as well as on the ftirrender of Cuddalore,'. and the commandant 
Major Polier went to him : after much difouflion, and feveral mefi- 
fages during this and the fiibfequerit day, it was agreed that Cud- 
dalore ihould be delivered up at jfun-rife on the 4th,' provided a battery 
of heavy cannon were at that time ready to open, when theEnglifh 
garrifon there might,' with their arms and fieldrammunition, retire 
to Fort St. David ; and that the French prifoners lliould be releafed, 
with liberty to proceed to any of the neutral ports to the' fouth, 

where 
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the controul of Mr. Lally, reprefented the iiicoiivenieiicies which 
might arife from alienating the attachment of the natives ; but their 
remonftrance drew his refentment on themfelves, mixed with, luf- 
picions, that they only wiflied to protect thofe who were fubfervient 
to their own emoluments and advantages in the government. The 
ftrain of this exertion only diminiflied the eftect ; and the cannon 
, and Itores followed fb flowly, that as foon .as. -the troops had taken 
: poffeffion of Cuddalore, Mr. Lally returned to Pondicherry, in order 
I to accelerate their arrival by the fame means which, had already been 
employed with fo little fuccefs. 

The fquadron with Mr. D’Ache were fix days in working up 
from Alamparva to the road of Pondicherry, where they anchored! 
on the fixth of May. The troops were immediately landed, and as 
faft as they came on fhore marched off for Fort St. David ; and the 
heavy artillery and ammunition, for want of means by land, were 
embarked, to be landed at the mouth of the river Panar^ which lies 
. about a mile to the north of Fort St. David. The park of artillery 
was formed at the Garden-houle. Mr. Lally returned to Cuddalore 
on the 1 4th, and in the enfuing night the engineers began to ere<3: 
a battery for two 24 pounders, on the north , bank of the river of 
Bandapoilam ; they were only intended to fire plunging-flaot into the- 
fort, being 1 000 yards diftant from the walls r neverthelefs the- 
garrifon fired abundantly during this and the fucceeding night to in- 
terrupt the work. 

Three confiderable rivers, coming from the weftward, gain the 
fea in the fpace of four miles within the bounds of Fort St. David j 
the bed .of the Panar lies about 1800- yards to the north of the river 
of Tripapolore, and the two communicate by a canal which runs 
nearly parallel to, and about 1000 yards diftantfrom, the margin of 
the lea. Fort St. David Hands in ' the angle where the canal joins 
the river of Tripapolore ; which paffeth clofe to the fouth face, of the 
tort, and there fends off to the fouth an arm that foon joins- the river 
of Bandapoilam, when both united in one channel continue along 
the eaftern fide of Cuddalore, feparaited from the fea by a mound of 
fand. The waters of Tripapolore and Bandapoilam protedled the. 
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foit from the regular approadli of trenches oii the fouth ; but bn the 
well and north the ground prefented rather more advantages than- ob- 
ftacles to an enemy. 

By manyadditions and improMements Fort St. David was now become 
a fortification armed at alLpoints ; but the original defedt of want of Ipace 
in the body of the place ftill remained ; being only 1 40' feet from w. 
to E. and 390 from N. to s. The four baftlohs at the angles mounted 
eacli 1 3 guns. The curtains, as well as the baftions, were furrounded 
by a fliuflebray \virh a brick parapet. The out-works were, a horn- 
-work to the north, mounting 34 guns; two large ravelins, one on 
tile eaft; tlie other oh the lyeh ; a ditch round all, . which’ had a cu- 
vette cut along the middle, and was fupplied with water froni the river 
of Tripapolore ; the fcarp and counter-fcarp of tire ditch faced with 
brick ; a broad covered way' excellently pallifaded, with arrows at the 
falient angles commanding the glacis, and the glacis itfelf was provided 
with well-conftrudled mines. All thefe works, excepting the liorn- 
VTOrk, were planned by Mr. Robins, but the horn -work was raifed 
before his arrival in India with much ignoraiice andexpeuce, the whole 
being of folid mafonry, and the rampart too narrow to admit the 
free recoil of the guns. The ground to the north of the fort, in- 
cluded by the fea, the rivers of Fanar and Tripapolore, and the canal 
which joins them,, is a plot of fand, rifing in feveral parts into large 
hillocks,, which afford good fhelter againfl the fort. On the edge of 
the canal, 1300. yards to the north of the fort, flood an obfolete re- 
doubt,, called Chuckly-point. It was of mafonry, Tquare, mounted' 
eight guns,, and in the area were lodgments for the guard : the entrance 
was a- pallifaded gate under an arch, but the redoubt was not en- 
clofed by a ditch. About 200 yards to the right- of this flood ano- 
ther fuch redoubt, on’ a fand-hill called Patcharee. Four hundred- 
yards, in the. rear of thefe redoubts, was another fand-hill, much- 
larger than, that of Patcharee ; on which, the Dutch had a fadlory- 
houfe called Thevenapatam ; but the houfe' had lately? been de- 
molifhed; and a fafeine battery of five guns was raifed- on the hill. 
In a line, on the left of this hill,, and on the brink of the canal, 
was. a gateway, with a. narrow rampart and battlements, which- 
,3--' commanded 
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icommanded a bridge immediately under it, leading over the canal. 
The garrifon in Fort St. David confined of i6oo natives, Sepoys, 
Lalcars, and Topafles ; 6i 9 Europeans, of whom 286 were efFeftive; j 
:83 penlioners or infirm ; and 250 were feamen, the crews of the/ 
Triton and Bridgwater, which had run aftiore on the appearance of 
-the French fquadron. - 

•Intelligence was obtained on the 15th that the enemy intended on 
ithe enfuing night to attack allthepofts on the fand; on which they 
•were reinforced, to the number of 80 Europeans and 700 Sepoys. At 
lun-fet, the French troops marched from Cuddalore to the garden- 
houfe, and-atiilneo’clock from thence in three divifions, which halted 
at fome dlftance from the canal, waiting the fignal to attack. The 
divifion on the right was to force and take pofleffion of the gateway ' 
oppofite to the hill of Thevenapatam ; the center was to ford the ca- 
nal, and march againft Chuckley-point ; and the divifion to the left 
crofling the canal where it joins the river Panar, was to come down 
and ftorm Patcharee ; but the center and the left were not to, begin 
their attack before the right was engaged. The fignal was made by 
a rocket at ten o’clock, and at the fame inllant a Urong fire com- 
menced againft the fort itfelf, from 'five guns on the ramparts of 
Cuddalore, the two on the battery on the bank of the Bandapollam! 
river, and from two heavy mortars on the weft. This annoyance was 
intended to diftraft the attention of the garrifon, and fucceeded, for 
they returned it with much violence, although with more uncertainty.' 
The divifion on the right advancing to the attack of the Thevenapa- 
tam gateway, was unexpeftedly ftopped by the want of the bridge,' 
which had been deftroyed, and the canal hereabouts was not fordable; 
nor could the center divifion find the ford they expefted. The pofts 
on the fand were now alarmed, but the two divifions, nevertheleft, 
ftood on their ground, waiting for intelligence from the divifion on 
the left, which was led by the Count D’Eftaign, who foon after 
lint word that he had crofled with eafo at the head of the canal ; 
on which the center moved up thither, and crofled after him, whilft 
the third divifion continued before the gateway, to keep the 
i:j ooj>s there and at Thevenapatam from reinforcing the two points. 

The^ 
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'riuy were botli attacked at the lasiic time v.itl> numbers riifficicnt to 
ailault all rouiul at tmee, and in half an hour both were carried ; 
two oiiiccr.i and all the Eurojx’anii were made prironers, hut moil 
of the Sepov;> lan away. 'I'lie two diviiions together then inarched 
agalnlt the halteiy on the hill of Thevenapatam. 'J'hia attack com- 
menced at one in tlie morning, and was rclilled witli much fpirlt 
until three, when the enemy j’tit polVclIion of the battery ; where, 
llkewife, the Euiopeaiu; were taken, and the Sepoys efcaped. The 
fire fmm the foit deterred the enemy from continuing at 'rhevena- 
patam ; and they reiiied to the two points, which they fupported 
with 400 men, Iheltered behind the hilhick of Patclrarce. None of 
the Sejiov;-. wlio had lied returned into the fort, hut clcaped along the 


I'ea-lhoic aerols the river Panar. 

At dav-light a detachment from the fort took pofleHion of the 
hatierv aiiain ; on which the enemy immediately reinforced the 
ti'i'ops at the points with 5 or 600 men, from the camp at the garden- 
houfe ; which fulficiently indic-.Ucdanolher attack on thehaltery, and to 
avoiil it the detachment was prudently recalled, togetherwith the guard 
at the gateway on th.e canal. At night, the enemy broke ground, car- 
rylinr on a trench of communication between Chucklevand Patcliaree 
pv/ints, and although liie exceliivc heat of the weather ought to have 
referred this fervice to llie night, it continued through the two fuc- 
Ceeding days, and by the night of the 19th, the work was advanced 
to the hill of Thevenapatam, extending in the whole 8co yards. 
Five mortars from the well opened at the lame time as tlie trenches 
Were begun ; but no cannon were fired excepting thofe on the ram- 
parts of Cuddalore, from v.diich one Ihot on the 18th killed Lieu- 
tenant Davis, two ferjeants, and five black men. On tlie aotli, the 
enemy opened another trench leading from the weft fide of the hill 
of Thevenepatam to the gateway on the canal, and repaired the 
bridge there : they likewife eftablilhcd two twelve pounders amongft 
the ruins of fome filhermen’s huts on the beach, which commanded 
the entrance into, the river of Tripapolore from admitting any boats 
from the fea. Thefe guns were Iheltered from the ibrt by two. 
lullocks of laud, but had no communication with the enemy’s lines,. 


and 
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and v/ere kft to the guard of tlie artillerymen alone, v/ho being fe^A", 
the garrilbn detached 6o Sepoys and Ibme Europeans at ii the 
next day, to attack them; but the ially only produced a little 
Ikirmifhing. 

By this time, all the black artificers and menials had (quitted the 
fort; and of the whole body of Sepoys, only 200 remained; the 
want of them laid the frrain of duty much heavier on the Europeans; 
•of whom little fervice was derived from the feamen, as not being 
-fubject to the fame controul as the fbldlery. On the 22d^ ah Eng- 
•lifti Ihip anchored, and for v/aiit of boatmeri to carry a letter to her, . 
the fort warned her danger by firing fhot at her, on which ftie failed 
out of the road. The enemy contmued until the 26 th,' employed 
In conftrucling four batteries, and in pufhing on their • trenches, 
v/hich they carried from, the hill of Thevenapatam obliquely to« 
-wards the north-eaft angle of the glacis; during which, the five 
.mortars to the weft, and the guns from Cuddalore contmued the only 
annoyance. The, fort continued to lavifli away their fire night and 
day on every thing they faw, heard, or fulpecfced ; by which 20 
^carriages of their own guns were difabled, and the works themftlves 
ftiaken. About midnight of the 26th, a battery of feven guns, ad- 
ded to that of the five mortars to the weft, was opened, and kept up 
.a. conftant fire. The next night Ibme of the ftilors broke open the 
-treaftafy, not to take the money, but fbme arrack, with which they 
-got exceedingly drunk, and, according to their regulations, could 
only be puniftied by confinement. 

By the 30th, the enemy had advanced their trenches to v/ithiii 
aoo yards of the glacis ; and in the fame day finifhed and opened 
•the three other batteries ; one of tHredguns, y/ith five mortursy againft 
the angle of the northweft baftion ; another of fix guns and four 
mortars on the hill of Thevenapatam, facing the front of the honi- 
v/ork ; the third of four guns, about 300 yards to the fbuth-eaft 
'Of Thevenapatam, and nearly oppofite to the angle of the north- 
•eaft baftion. Trie former battery to the v/eft continued to enfilade 
the north face ; and the defences on this fide had already fuffered fb 
much, as well from the fiiock of their own firing, as from the fhot 

■ and 



t^.iivc; ami as the other Ihij'S were obli^eti to keep her company, the 
hjuadujn, inltcad of reaching Ktirt St. Uavkl, fell to leeward as far 
as .'\hunparvah, where tliey anchored on t!ie 26th of -May. Here 
they obtained no IjileUlgence, for the place belonged to the Kiench, 
who luirercd no boats to go ojV, and tl;ofe belonging to (hips cannot 
land throng! i the furf. 'i'h.e wind having abated, the fquadroiv 
weiglted anchor agaijt the iinne day, and plied to the ibuthwardi 
with the land and fea bree/e.s, winch Were I'o faint, tliat tliey only 
gained Giur leagues in two days, when on the 28th they difeovered; 
the French fquadron at anchor in the road of Pondicherry, which, 
had remained there ever lince their arrival, waiting the recovery of 
their lick and wounded, of which conditions, but principally ofi 
the fick, near a thoufand were incapable of duty. The appearance 
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of the Englifh fquadron fpread no little alarm. ..Mr. D’Ache im- 
mediately convened' a council of his captains, with the governoi 
and council of the town, whorefolved,‘thatit was moft expedient foi 
the fliips to remain moored as clofe as poflible to the Ihore, that 
they niight receive the affiftance of the guns along the ftrand : but this 
refoliition was not valid until approved by Mr. Lally; who in- 
ftantly went from the camp to Pondicherry, ordering a detachment 
of 400 Europeans to follow him as faft as they could march. He ar- 
rived early in the morning of the 30th, convened the ufual council, 
and tendered the' detachment, with the fame number of Sepoys 
and Lafcars, to ferve. on board the fhips, and protefted againft the 
difgrace of not meeting the Englifh fquadron in the open fea. 
This reinforcement changed the -former refolution. Mr. Lally re- 
turned to the camp in the evening ; and the next day Mr. D’Ache, 
with the eight principal fhips, now manned with 3300 men, 
weighed . anchor, but, iiiftead of bearing down on Mr. Pococke, 
who could not work up to him, kept the wind, plying for Fort St. 
David, 

The befiegers during this day kept up an inceflant fire from 21 
pieces of cannon and 13 mortars, which every hour became fupe- • 
rior to that of the fort ; not for want of mounted artillery, but of 
ammunition, of which fuch quantities had been lavifhed away- 
when no adequate effefl: could be expe 61 ed, that the garrifbn was • 
obliged to fpare it now, , in the hour of need and real ufe. On the , 
firfi: of June, the fire continued with fiich encreafing fuperiority, - 
that the failors, • and even the artillery men, at times, quitted their 
guns. At noon, the French fquadron were perceived working to- 
wards the road, and by the clofe of the evening, the enemy had 
carried on their trenches to the foot of the glacis oppofite to the fa- ‘ 
llent angle of the n.e. baftion, where they began to erect a battery, ‘ 
and all the embrafures in the fort which comrnanded this fpot were 
. ruined, and their guns either difinounted or withdrawn : ,1b that 
the enemy might fbon make a lodgement in the covered way; but 
.could get no farther until the ditch was drained or 'filled up. Ne- • 
verthelefs, it was apprehended, that the French fquadron might - 
7 land 
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land a great number , of men, with whom the troops on Ihore 
would make a general afliiult, which the garrifon or defences were 
hot deemed in a condition to refill:. On which,_ Major Polier, and 
Mr. Wynch, the , temporary -governor, tliought it .neceflary to hold 
a council of war, in which it was unanimoufly decided, that they 
ought to capitulate on, the bell: terms they could make, and articles 
were prepared : however, the defence was continued through the 
night, iand until ten the next day, in the folicitous, biit difap- 
pointed expedtation of feeing the Englifli fquadron : a flag of truce 
was then hoifted. Major Polier and one of the company’s agents 
went out, and returned at four in the afternoon, with the articles 
altered by Mr. Lally, which it' was agreed to accept. At flx in the 
evening, a company of French grenadiers were admitted into the 
fort, and the garrifon marched' with drums and colours to the' foot 
of the glacis, where they grounded their arms, and furrendered 
themfelves and their enfigns to the French line drawn up to receive 
them. They were, with all convenient Ipeed, conduced to Pondi- 
cherry, where it was foipulated they fliould remain, until an equal 
number of French prifoners were delivered there, when the Englifli 
were to be font to Madrafs, or- Devi Cotah, at the option of Mr. 
Lally. He rejefted the propofal, that Fort St. David fliould not be 
deniohflied during the war, and, in confoquence of inftruftions frpm 
France, immediately ordered all the fortifications to be razed to the 
ground. The French officers, on contemplating the works, were 
lurprized at the facility. of their conqueft, not having lofl: twenty 
men by the fire of the place, although more by ficknefs, and the 
forokes of the fun, in the trenches. The French fquadron anchored 
in the road the evening after the furrender, when Mr. D’Ach6 landed 
.and having -.conferred witL Mr.. Lally, weighed anchor b'h the '4th, ’ 
and flood to tljie fouthward, in order to cruize off of Ceyloii, 

The army before Fort St. David epnfifted of 3500 Europeans, 
exclufive of officers, and.^ about the fame number” of Sepoys. ' In 
order to compleat this amount, and to leave in Pondicherry a 
force fufficient to make head againfl any motions from Madrafs, 
Mr. Lally had drained . all the out-ppfls . and. garrifons in the Car- 
•_ “VoL. II. S f natic. 
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natic, to. a fourth ofidieir- ordiaary guards ; and. had recalled the.*, 
wholo- garrifoQ of .feringham, ..having;'.agr.e,ed- to. deliver, over tliisf; 
place tp.Vthe.hrjpther,. of Hydeniaig, who arrived: Avith^^ p^ty ofi 
Myforeans fronipiiidlgul', aiid.toofc pofleffion;Qf! it;Qn,the 17th of 
M^y, when: the, Fienph. ttQop.s.. njatched: ajyay fQr. Fo.rt- St,.. David, . 
They confifted, of 1 00, Europeans, and U.5QQ, Sepoys/.. hp.t:.Qjxe;.hal:f 
of, .the. Sepoys . deleited.on the road, tot: fea^*, of* the. unufual.fervices.- 
to. wliich they heard thole iii the,, camp, \yj5re applied: having; for ^ 
tlie.firft time been employed in .tliro^wiig.iipi earth in. the- trenches,^. 
0ii which the reft, with the. Europeans, were ordered to halt, at.- 
Chilambarum, where- they -were joined duiing. the lieges by 200. 
Europeans from the- camp. This, force. was intended, to fticcouci 
Karicali in cafe. the Englilh- fquadron ftiould.make.a defcen.t there. 
As . loon, as Fort St. David, capitulated, Mr. D’Eftaign- was detached,- 
with fome. more troops and cannon, to join, and/ proceed with. 
tliem againft Devi-Gotah; but this officer, on. good intelligence, left, 
the cannon, at Chilambrum, and on the- 4th appeared- with the troops- 
hetbre; ^Devi: Cotah. whic h-the-.gar-rifon..aband6ned. on his app.roachi- 
Itconfifted of 30 Europeans, and-600 Sepoys ; they, marched away^ 
through the Tanjore- country- to Tritchinopoly. 

As foon as Devi Cotah- was taken, the- army returned with;, all - 
expedition from Fort St. David -to -Pondicherry, and; on theevening.- 
of the 7th, Mr. Daily- made- -a triumphant -entry, which had- been 
concerted, into the town,, and -proceeded, to a magnificent 7 c? DeutUy 
which was followed by-ar furnptuous entertainment; immediately 
after which, he renewed- his-bickerings widi Mr. Deleyrit and the 
Council, becaufe. the puhlicj ^ treafure.3vas- almoft - exhaufted ; not 
without accufations that they Had. diverted it to , tlieirr own, emolui* 
ments. 

The Englifhfquadron faw the -French; fet- fail; from the-.road of 
Pondicherry; bu.t, kept back -by-the- Cumberland, loft; inftead of 
gaining ground,- and tell to - leeward again as . far as Alamparva, ofi 
of \vhich place, IMr. Pococke received on -the 5th a letter, difpatched 
by the Englifli agent at . Sadrafs,; informing, him - of -the lofs; of 
Port St. David.- At., this time,, the- fquadronidiad not. more -than 

five 
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five days confumptlon of water on bCarcl : and the only port to the 
fou'thward, where it could be fupplied with fufficient expedition, 
was the Dutch fettlement of Negapatam ; which, being loo miles 
to ^i•indward, they were not likely to reach in lefs than lo days; 
Mr:Pbcocke, therefore, bore riwayj and anchored the • next day in 
the road of Madrafs. 

Abdiilwahab, the Nabob’^ brother, on the return of his. troops 
from Terpatore; where Armetrow; was killed in February, had pa- 
taded them again about Chandergherry in the .fame hopes as before 
of intimidating the renter of Tripetti ; but, ftill continuing him-j 
felf afraid of the Englifh Sepoys ftationed at Trepaflbre, refrained 
frbrii hoftUities, and tried prdfers of money, which the renters .re- 
fufed, and advifed hiiri fo a reconciliation with his brother; The 
poffeffidn of Tripetti had always been the .pbje«S: of every adven- 
turer ^vh'o' faw any chance of fuccefs ; becaufe its revenue,' equal to 
36 ,ooo pounds a year, arifing from the contributions of dpvotion, 
xs a[rways' more certain than that of any harveft In the* Carnatic.; 
and the acquifitloh was foon after attempted with' more earneftnefs 
than the fchemes of Abdulw'ahab, Before the departure of Bala- 
ventfow from’ the country of Cudapah, two officers of diftiiKElIbh, 
named- Ragava cherry and Balakiflen Sauftry,. arrived with a com- 
rriiflion from B'alagerow, to fuperintend the chout or. tribu.te to the 
Morratoes from the Carnatic ; in confequence of which they alked 
Balaventrow for a body of troops .to proceed by military execution. 
He reffifed, alledging, that he had already fettled this bufinefs with 
the Nabob’ of Arcot,’ Who had given no new occafion of oftence ; 
and on his departure to Sirpi,- iriftrUfted, his .fuc’ceflpr not to permit 
any hoftilities. The two . offi'cers, difappo.I’nted; levied 500 ho’rfe 
and iboo foot,' of thpfe who had .been in the fervice of the' late Na- 
bob of Cudapah, but difbaiided after his death ;' and proceeded witlj 
tliem’to’ the' country of the Polygar of Mattayar, which .extends 
along’^ the river Kandeler to the’ n.w. of the, diftrids of* Tr^etti, 
and a" part inferts- itfelf between’ the counties of Damerla Venka- 
tipy Naigue,- and' Bahgar Yatcham,- as* far as a pafs in the mpuh,- 
taihs'called Caira' Gahambaca-,- which is'within twenty miles of the 
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pagoda. The renter pofted 7 or 800 peon's in the paTs, who kept the ad- 
venturers- and their force at hay, although joined by the troops of Mat- 
tavar, until the beginning of May j when they forced their* way 
through; and, on the 5th, attacked the town of Tripetti, where 
the renter flood his ground, with only 3P0 Sepoys and, 560 Peons ; 
but had fecured them under the cover of garden- walls' frorh the im-r 
preffion of the enemy^s horfe, when Ragavacherry expofing hiirifelf 
intemperately in endeavouring to encourage them, , was Ihot. dead, oh 
which all his followers ran away, although only i o men, befides 
himfelf, had been killed : he' fell near the place where. Mahoihed 
Comaul was killed, five years before, in the lame attempt. . 

This was the only event, of any rifque, which had happened, in 
the Nabob’s territory, fince the arrival of Mr.'Lally for the great 
draughts of men which had been made from the French 'forts on 
the frontier to carry on the fiege of St. David, had reduced their 
garrifons to the incapacity of attempting any. thing beyond tranfi- 
tory excurfiohs to plunder.' But the Englilh prefidency now con- 
cluding that the French airmy would march againft Madrafs imme- 
diately after their fuccefs at St. David, delayed no longer to. give 
their final orders for the retreat of their, own. garrifons with 
the dependant out-guards, from Carangoly, Chinglapet, Conje- 
yeram, Covrepauk, and Arcot, which had previoufly fent in their 
artillery and ftores, referving only as much mulket-ammunitipn as; 
was neceflary for the march* Arcot and Covrepauk were delivered 
to the Nabob’s troops; of which a body were remaining in the cityj 
Conjeveram and Chinglapet to the peons of the relpeftive renters i 
and the partizan Murzafabeg, leaving only a few of his men in 
Trivatore, went with the reft into Carangoly. The Englilh garri- 
fons havirig united at Chinglapet, came together on the yth of 
June, the day after the return of the fquadron : . they amounted to 
250 Europeans and 2000 Sepoys ; but the garrilbns of Pondamelee 
and Tripaflbre, confifting only of Sepoys, were not withdrawn, 
becaufe they protefted a valuable diftrift frorh the incurfions of the 
adjacent Polygars, -and might at all times retire to Madrafs, before 
any detachment from the French flatlons on the other fide of the 
4 Paliar,. 
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advice of. father Lavaur, he preferred another, from which they ex- 
pG£ted to get more, with equal eafc, .in a much fliorter time. 

The king of,.Xanj.Qre, when befieged by the army of Murzafajing 
and Chiindafaheb with the French, troops in 1751, had compounded 
othe arrears of his tribute, and had given Chundafaheb a bond for 
5,600,000 rupees j before the approach of Naziijing’s army obliged 
them to retreat out of his country; the bond was in the pofiellioii 
of the governineUt of Pondicherry ; and an incident in the capture 
of Fort St. David concurred toTuggeft the expediency of marching, 
into the Tanjore country, and demanding this money fwordin hand. 
The French had found in Fort St. David a prifoner of greater con- 
•fe'quence than they expeiSted : his name __wn.S-_Gatica_:, he was uncl^ 
«to the depofed king of Tanjore, whofe pretenfions the Eriglilh af- 
ferted in 1749, when they entered the country, and took Devi- Cotah'.- 
The king then and now reigning, when he. ceded this place to them' 
•in propriety, ftipulated by a fecret article, that they flionld prevent 
this- pretender from- giving him' any rholeftation in future ; to enfure' 
•which, it was neceflary to fecure his perfon ; Uu.t, h e withdrew hi m- 
felf qut of thei-r- reach;- howeVeri, being in poflefEDivjafhi sjii’ncle,-. who 
was the leading ihan- of the party, and had entirely managed his 
mephew, they detained- him a- prifoner,' but under an eafy confine-;’ 

. ment, within the fort,- where- he remained until fated by- the fall- of 
the place to be employed by the French, with the fame views'^ as*' 
nine years before by the-Eiiglifli : and Gatica was now- produced at- 
Pondicherry with much' oflenfatibn and- ceremony, in order to' excite 
the apprehenfions'of the-king, that the pretender himfelf would ap- 
.pear and accompany tlie French' army, whom neverthelefs'they did 
ilot proclaim- in* liis fteadi 

How much foever Mr. iLally agreed in\ the preference of this ex«-- 
pedition, he- differed 'even toahimofitybdtK.withMr. Deleyrit and- 
the-Jefliit in- another' meafure’of ftilh greater importance.; He' had 
brougliti from France the ftrohgeft:prej\idices'agamfi:* the charafter of- 
Mr.'Buflyi whom he believedsto have continually amufed' his- nation: 
witli-phantoms' of public utility; and danger,- in. order to- fecure' the' 
continuanccof-his' flation, in. which hejwas. fuppofe'd'to-have al- 
3 ready 
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Kv.<Jv an lm»A'n!c ibi tiujc: a tl'.v day * alter lu landed, he 
l.a.l k);t ti'.e Maiijni.i vjt* Conll.m'i to .kl a., (ccoiul in the army of 
the DvC.in ; but >jo\v, iliinkiiu; that tlie c.n'turc of b'ort St. David 
l).\d cftainlil’.cd liijown reputation beyond the imputation (jfjcalouly, 
he ilifratched a letter to Mr. BulVv, Ui cornu without dclav ti) Foiuli- 

a • • 

clicrjv, pjctcsnlini; that he wanted In., advice ; and, fufpiclou.i of the 
iniim.-.cv whlc!» had ahvay.> Ihhliftcd hetween Moracin and Mr. Bully, 
he likcwilc, and on llic lame pretence, recalled Moracin from the 
r::mcnt of .M.jfc'ipatam. 

Si.\ hundred men of Mr. Lr.llyX regiment, with 200 Sepoya,. 
inuicr th-: command of Mr. Soupire, formed a canjp of ohrervaliun 
Ulv.erij Alampaiv.i and Boi'.dicherry *. only 50 able, with the in- 
valid, of tlia ar;r.Y, wcjc to be left in the lt)wn ; and, to calm the 


nrjnehcnfons v.liich wc;e entettained by the inhabitant;}, of a fuddcii 


dclcent from the Knglilh lijtKuhoji, it was relolved to recall their 
own under the wall;, 'rhe injunction rc.’.clsed Mr D’Aehe olF 
Katical on the t6t]j ; arol he anchored llie next day in the road of 
Pondlclu rry. On the j.Stli Mr. L.illy tool; tb.c field, bur, a.s before, 
unpm\ided with tlie mcelliiiy attendant;*., hullnck-men, and market- 
people ; for tl’.c nnufual coinpulfions, wlilch had been praftiled* 
during the f.tgc of l't>it Sr. David, deterred the natives of Inch oc- 
cupations from engaging in the Ivrvicc.; of the camp *, and the in- 
habiianii of tlic country removed their cattle, from dread of the 
IIuDijrj, who had been permitted to drive in what were necefiary 
for the viclualing of the army, without paying the value. Tlie- 
mireli bet'.veen i’ondieherry ami Xarical, where the troops were to- 
rendezvous, is inrcrfcclcd by no Id's than lixteen rivers ; lix before' 
you arrive at the Coleroon, which are generally fordable, excepting 
in the rains, hut the Coleroon is never lo.; the others, as all in the- 
kingdom.of Tanjore, are arms of tlu Caveri, moll of which near* 
rhefea change their extenlive furfaces on bi ds of land Into deep chan- 
nels of mud, which, even when fordable, cannot be entered without' 
much.toil and trouble; to avoid which, lucli of the heavy artillery, and - 
cumbrous llore.> as were not to be lU[»pHed at- Karical, were fent- in 
two vdlids, by fea, Notwitnruiuliug thiJ^.reiivf,' the-tvbops gained 

their 
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their way with much inconvenience. The regiment of Lorrain left 
their tents at Cuddalore, for want of bullocks and coolies to carry 
them. The whole army had been 12 hours without food when they 
arrived at Devi Gotah, and, contrary to their expedlation, found none 
there excepting paddy, which is the grain of rice before it is divefted 
of its hulk, in which ftate it is only fit for the food of cattle ; but 
the operation is tedious, and requires the implements ufed by the 
natives; and the foldiers, hungry and fatigued, having fearched the 
huts in the fort for other vi<5tuals without finding any, fet fire to 
them, which was with much difficulty prevented from catching two 
magazines of gunpowder. 

The troops, after feven days march, arrived at Karical on the 2 5th. 
The diftance from Pondicherry, although only 7 5 miles in the diredt 
line, is 100 by the road; and here, for the firfi: time during the, 
march, they got a regular meal. Here a bramin, fent by the king 
of Tanjore with propofals, was waiting for Mr. Lally, who fent him 
back with his own, demanding immediate payment of the five mih 
lions and fix hundred thoufand rupees, with all the interefi: : and, to 
convince the king that he would derive no benefit from the.ufual 
delays and prevarications of Indian negotiations, he immediately 
lent forward a detachment to take pofleffion of the opulent town of 
Nagore. 

This place is fituated on a river about four miles to the north of 
Negapatam, and carries on a very confiderable commerce ; but the 
merchants had removed their money and jewels, and offered little . for 
the redemption of their warehoufes ; on which Mr. Lally farmed 
prit the. plunder and ranfom of the town for 200,600 rupees to Fifdier 
the commander o£ the french huffiirs, ftipulating, that, ff the'pfofit 
exceeded 100,000 rupees, a proportional addition was to be. made to 
the public fund. Plitherto the condudt of Mr. Lally had been free 
from the reproach of thofe pecuniary views, which he continually 
imputed without diftindlion to every one in tlie fervice of the French 
company ; but this agreement gave them no flight pretence to retort 
peculation on himfclf; as going fhares with Filcher in the profits of 
Nagore. Whilfi: -this bufinefs was tranfadling, he applied to the 

Dutch 
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Dutch government .at Negapatam to fupply his wants of money, 
ammunition, and provilions ; who, awed by his force, fiirnlflied him 
with 30,000 pounds weight of gunpowder, and promifed to aflift his 
commifliiries in purchafing whatfbever their territory could Tupply, 
but declared themfelves unable to lend any money, not having- 
enough for their own ufe. The Danifli fettlemdit of Tranquebar, 
from the fame dread of his violences, prpmiled the lame afliftances, 
and furniflied fix fmall field-pieces with 10,000 weight of gun-powder. 

The army marched from Nagore on the 28th, and, having pro- 
ceeded fix miles, halted at a confiderable pagoda called Kivelgpr ; 
where Mr. Tally, believing the report of thole who meant only to 
pleafe him, imagined the bramins to be very rich, and that the 
images they worlhipped were, of gold ; in this perfuafion, he ranfacked 
and dug the houfes, dragged the tanks, anAyooI^tl^ idols out of the 
chapels, but ho .tr.e.afures..were found; and., the idols proved, .to .he. 
..only..of. brafs. The bramin returning from the king met Mr. Tally" 
at Kiveloor, and offered the ufual complimentary prefents, but no 
terms of accommodation adequate to Mi*. Tally’s expeflatiohs, who 
therefore difiiiifled him without accepting the prefents, and the next 
day marched ten miles farther to Trivalore,..., where ftands the.mofi: 
famous pagoda. in the- country. Here the army found as much pa ddy_ 
laid, up in. granaries as. would have fupplied them with rice for three 
months, but for want of the means to beat it out, could fcarcely pro- 
cure from it fufficient for the meal of the day. All the b ramins had 
abandoned the pagoda, but fame were aftenvards difeovered prying 
and alking queftions in the camp, probably from anxiety concern- 
ing their temples and divinities ; but Mr. Tally judged them to be 
Ipies employed by the king, andjralhly_ordered,fix_of them to be exe- 
. cuted , j^vho...wer.e blown off from the muzzles of the fieldrpieces. 

As loon as the French troops arrived at Karikal, the general Mo- 
naejee advanced from the city of Tanjore and encamped within ten 
miles of Trivalore, with 2500 horle, and 5000 Sepoys difeiplined as 
well as they could be without the direftion of Europeans. This was 
lialf the force of the kingdom. The king on the firft alarm had Ibli- 
cited aid from the Nabob, the Englilh prefidency,Tritchinopoly, from 
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Tondiman, and- even from the two jNIoravars, ' although he was 
at this very time in enmity with all the three Polygars. The 
prelidency and tlie Nabob were in no condition to fend any affift- 
ance from the Carnatic, but they authorized.Xap.tain CaJhaud.to 
as occalipn_. might, require . from Tritchinopoly, where the 
commandant Malromed Iflbof, in obedience to the orders fent to 
him on the firfr appearance of the French fquadron, arrived on the 
1 6th of June with 2000 Sepoys from the Tinivelly countr3L This 
reinforcement enabled Calliaud to fuccour the king withou.t 
too much impairing his own garrifon ; but the continual and au- 
thentic intelligence which he obtained of the duplicity of the king’s 
councils, created no little perplexity in the option between fending, 
fuccours which might be betrayed to the enemy : or by with-holding 
them give the king a pretext to make terms with them, which in 
this conjuncture mufr be dangerous to^the Englifli affiiirs : he how- 
ever, at all rifques, as loon as he heard the French army were in 
motion from Nagore, detached 500 Sepoys with 10 European ar- 
tillery-men, and 300 Colleries colledted from the neighbouring Pol}*^- 
gars dependant on Tritchinopoly, deeming this 'reinforcement in 
the prefent inftant fufficient to keep up the king’s hope of more ; 
and waiting to affift him hereafter, according to his conduft with the 
enemy, which he caufed to be narrov/ly watched. The exhor- 
tations of the prelidency had like-wile induced Tondiman and the 
two Moravars to fufpend their relentments fo far as to let their 
Colleries alfo take fervice' w-ith the king, who hired 4000 of them ; 
and they -^vere fent, as they arrived, to Mouacjee’s camp, as u'cre 
-afterwards thole fupplied by Calliaud. The French army remained 
at Trivalore until the 12th of July, durmg which their cavalry 
fwept the countiy round of all the cattle, of wliich iVJr. Lally fent 
large droves to be fold at the towns on the Ica-coafr ; -which pre- 
caution -^vas u-nputed to him as a projeft of private gain ; but not 
much was got by it, for Monaejce had detached ids Colleries to- 
maraud in the rear of ti-ie French army,, who cut off every thing 
which moved to and from the camp- with llendcr efcorts, and re- 
covered gi*eat numbers of the cattle, which they too drove away., and 
fold for the lowefc prices to any w-lio would buy them. Ifowei cr, 
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fome of the Collcries were killed, and all who were taken prifoners 
Mr. Lally ordered to be linked to draw the guns, which did not deter 
the others from repeating their attacks, wherever booty appeared, or 
even from infulting the camp itfelf every night with their rockets. 
On the 24th, the army came in fight of Monacjee’s, drawn up in 
good order behind a water-courfe, from which the Tanjorines were 
foon. driven by the fire of .the French artillery, and retreated towards 
the city, but ftill continued without the walls. 

The French army arrived within fix miles of the city on the i8th 
in the morning,- when a mefiage was received from the king, de- , 
firing a conference with perfons authorized to treat ; on which Mr. ' 
Lally halted the army, and fent in a captain, Maiidave, and a; 
Jefuit, St. Eftevan. They infifted on the firfi: demand of 5,600,000^ 
rupees, with the intereft : the king oftered 300,000 : the deputies re-- 
turned, and were fent back ag-ain with the demand of one million in 
money, 600 bullocks for the carriage of the artillery and flores, and 
10,000 pounds weight of gunpowder ; but this article the deputies 
wifely agreed to fupprefs, as expofing the diftrefs of the army : the king 
feemed inclined to add fomething to his firft offer of money, but faid, 
that the fupply or fale of beeves to thofe of a different religion was 
contrary to his own ; the deputies returned again to the camp, and 
the next morning to the city, with pofitive orders to infift on the 
gunpowder, which when they propofed to Monacjee in a conference 
before they were to vilit the king, he exclaimed with indignation, 
that all negotiation was at an end, and that he fliould not introduce 
to Ills niafter men who were only fent to infult him. The deputies 
returned without delay to the camp, wdiich immediately moved, and 
in the evening took poffeflion of the pettah, or fuburbs, whicli at 
this time extended along the eaftern fide of the city ; the artillery, 
of which only two were battering cannon, and the cohonis and 
howitzes, for the army had brought no mortars, fired dining tlie 
night at tlie- pagodas and other edifices which arofe above the walls ; • 
and this was all the annoyance they could ufe at prefent, lince 
the two pjiwces of battering cannon could not be cxpoled agaiufl: 
the lupcrkn- fire of the town, without more to cover them ; a de- 
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tachment was therefore fent to bring np three twenty-four pounders 
from Karical, which , were all that this place could fpare, and 
•the two velTels laden with the cannon. . and mortars from Pon^- 
cherry >vere ftill far to leeward: feveral other detachments, which 
■all together employed half the infantry and all the cavalry of the 
army, were at the fame time fent abroad to bring in the cattle of 
the adjacent country ; and a body of Colleries, who had probably 
deferted from the Tanjori'nes, were likewife hired for the fame em- 
ployment. The abundance was much greater than the confump- 
tion ; and the furplus were driven away as before to be fold on the. 
fea-coaft. The vaft detriment which the country was likely to fuffer 
by the continuance of thefe defolations induced the king to renew 
the negociation on the aad, and the next day he paid 50,000 rupees; 
and the jefuit St. Eftevan, with Kenedy a lieutenant-colonel, were 
fent to remain as hoftages for the re-payment of the money, in cafe 
a treaty Ihould not be concluded, and hoftilities be renewed. But 
the Colleries in the French army, could not be reftrained from con- 
tinuing their depredations, which the Tanjorine horfe revenged, by 
giving no quarter to any they fell in. with : quarrels likewife en- 
fued with the market people and dealers, who, with the king’s per- 
miflion, came from the city to fell provifions and other neceflaries 
in the camp ; and the difcuffions of thefe broils' and violences in- 
terrupted the more important n^otiation until the arrival of the 
three pieces of cannon from Karical, which came up on the 29th ; 
and Mr. Lally, having at this time received intelligence, that the 
king was'preffing' the Englilh at Tritchinopoly to fend another and 
feronger reinforcement, refolved to' renew hoftilities, .although his 
hoftages ftill remained in the power of the king, who, frightened by 
the arrival of the cannon, cpnferred in earneft, and concluded the 
trfial5:,^,qf which the terms were founded on Mr. Lally’ s declarations, 
that he intended to march immediately from Tanjore againft Tritch- 
inopoly ; for which fervice the king agreed to lend 300 of his heft 
horfe, to furnifli 1000 coolies and mattock-men, and to fupply the 
army with proyifions during the ftege ; to deliver two relpedtable 
hoftages, and to give in- money 500,000 rupee?, of 'which 260,000 
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wore to be paid as fcori as the army removed ten miles from Tan- 
jore, 150,000 were to be lint with the two French hollages as ibon 
as it arrived before Tritchinopoly, and the remaining 150,000 were 
to be paid after tlie liege, when the king’s lio/Iagcs were to be fur- 
rendered, and the cavalry returned. Tlie contingencies involved in 
thefe terms Ihewed, that neither lide liad much cxpedlation tlicy 
would be compleatly executed, and Mr. Lally feenis to have accepted 
tliem, only becaufe he lliould get fome jnoney in hand ; the king 
becaufc ibme chance might fave the reft. Two hundred of the 
coolies were feiit to the camp during the difeuftion of the articles,, 
which were not intirely ndjufted until late in the evening of the 
3 1 ft, when Mr. Dubois the coniniilVary of the army, who had con- 
du^fted the negotiation in tlie city, returned to the camp, accom- 
panied by the two 'ranjorine hoftages, and 40 of the cavalry, being 
all, it was laid, who were immediately ready ; tlie delay of the reft con- 
firmed -Mr. Lally in his fufpicions that the king meant only to amufc 
him, and induced him to Ihut up thofe who were come in a pagoda 
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•not only OH tile country and city of Tanjore, but likewife on the 
king and his whole family, whom he threatened to carry as flaves to 
•the ifland of Mauritius. In the evening the army moved from the 
fuburbs, and formed a regular camp about a mile and a half to the 
Touth-eaft of the town. 

The expreflions in Mr. Lally’s letter i^yC^hedy, determined the 
king, who had hitherto fluiEluated in irrefolution, to defend himfelf 
•,to extremity, and he now repeated his follcitations with the litmoft 
• earneftnefs for affiftance from Tritchinopoly. Captain Calliaud, by 
•the accounts he continually received of the king’s negotiations, had 
hitherto thought it unfafe to truft any more troops in his power, whilfl: 
making engagements to affift the French in the reduiStion of Tritchi- 
•nopoly : but, being convinced by this laft rupture, that he had re- 
nounced all defigns of accord or reconciliation with them, detached on 
the 6th of Auguft 500 of his beft Sepoys, with two excellent ferjeants 
and 27 cannoneers, who in -order to avoid the encounter of the 
French troops, proceeded in a round-^about road along the bank of 
the Coleroon. 

A deep water-courfe, running within 400 yards parallel to the 
fouth fide of the city, furnifhing a much more commodious trench 
than any which are opened in. fieges, determined Mr. Lally to make 
■tire attack under the advantage of this cover. The fouth face of the city 
is much the narrowefi: afpe<S:, extending, only 480 yards. Two batteries 
were erected on the nether edge of the water-courfe, the one of three 
guns oppofite to the middle of the face, but turned to breach between 
the cavalier of the eaftern angle and the next tower.- The other, of 
two guns, was 20a yards to the right. 

Both opened on the 2d of Auguft. It was theyth in the evening, after 
five dirys firing, before the batteries had produced a breach fix feet wide ; 
but by this time there remained only .150 charges of powder for the 
•cannon, and not 20 cartouches a man for the troops; and, notwith- 
ftandlngthe numbers of cattle which had been feized, there were not 
;provifions for two days remaining in the camp, and the great diftance 

from 
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from which nnv could ho procured through the perpetual interruptions 
of rhcTanjorlnc cavalry andcollcrics, precluded the hopes of any Im- 
mediate ihpplies. On the 8th in the morning advices were received, 
that anoliier engagem‘*''r had jiali'ed between the two Iquadrons, im- 
mediately after whicii... e Englilh ancliored before Karical, where 
thev were threatening a defeent ; but that no tidings liad been obtained 
concerning the Freii 'li fi|Uudron lincethe fight. This intelligence ag- 
gravated the general anxiety, as the diilrefles of the army in theli" 
prefent fituarlon, could only be relieved from Karical ; and Mr., 
jyallv del'pairing of fucceeding in tlie afliiult of the breacli, fummon- 
ed liis council of war, in which, of 12 olllcers 10 were of opinion to- 
raile the fiege ; but two, Saubinet, and Mr. D’Eftaigne, advifed tlie 
inunediate aflault, the fuccefs of which appeared to D’Eftaigne in- 
dubitable ; who ailded, that the city would furnifh more ammuui-' 
tion than wouKl he expended in the ftorm, and that he liad no ap- 
prelienlions the Engliili would make a defeent upon Karical, whilft 
tlie French Icjuadron kejit llie lea. Doubtlels both D’Eftaigne and 
Saubinet knew the ditch was fordable, when they advifed tlie aflault; 
otherwife, in the date we liave known it fince, the approach would 
liave been utt..rly iinpraclicable. In conlequencc or tiic rcfblution 
to retre-.it, the fick and wounded were feiit away on the lame day 
under th.e efcort of 150 Europeans, and diljjofitions were made 
to decamp on the night of tlie enfuiug day, which was the loth of 
tlie month; In. the mean rime tlie guns in the batteries were fired 
everv now and tlien In order to keep tiic giirrilbn in awe. 

..Mon.’.cie.e. ibon received Intelligence of the refolutioii to raifc the 
fiege, and imputed it to defpondency ; the detachment from Trit- 
chlnopoly arrived in the middle of the fame night, and he propofed 
that they Ihouid march immediately with his own troops . to attack 
lire Frencli camp by lurprlze, conformably to a feheme for wliicli 
he had taken meafurcs ; but they were lb mucli latigued, that he de- 
ferred th-e cnierpri'/.c for a.j. hours, until the morning of the loth,, 
during -which the camp received no intelligence of this defign, but 
remained in negligence and lecurity, as before an enemy they def- 
piied, and fuppoled wilhing their retreat too much to. interrupt it.-’ 
5 Afterr 
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Aftec midnight 4000 cavalry, led by Monacjee' himfelf, the two de- 
tachments from Tritchinopoly, conhffing of 1000 Sepoys and 50 
Europeans, with 5000 of the king’s Sepoys, and all the Colleries,. 
marched out of the city, and keeping at a fufficient diftance, arrived 
at the difierent pofts from which they were to rnake their attacks, and 
remained in them, undifcovered. At the firft dawn of day, 50 horfe- 
men appeared advancing, .as from the city, at a leifurely pace, to- 
wards the camp ; they were challenged by the advanced guard,- and 
faid they were come to offer their fervice to the French general, to 
whom they requefted to be conducted ; and no danger being appre- 
' hended from their number, a^arty from the guard accompanied them 
towards Mr. Lally’^s quarters, who flept in a choultry about half a mile 
in the rear, but to the left of the 'camp. When within 100 yrurds, 
the troop halted and their leader went forward, and Mr. Lally having 
perceived their arrival,' arofe and came out of. the choultry to fpeak to 
him ; but before they met, one of the horiemen, who it is fuppofed 
was intoxicated with opium, left his rank, and galloped up to a tum- 
bril at fome diftance, into which he fired his piftol, and a fpark of 
the wad blew it up and the man ; the explpfion gave the alarm through 
the camp *, and the guard at the choultry, which confifted of 50 
men, immediately advanced to proteift .Mr. Lally. In the fame inftant 
the captain of the troop, who had not.difmounted, pufhed forward to- 
wards him, and made a cut at his head with his fcymetar, which 
Mr. Lally parried with his'ftick, and a.Coffree fervant.'who attended 
him fhot the T anjdrine dead with a piftol ; the whole troop.had now fet 
off at full-gallop to charge the guard, who received them in regular 
order, and with a fire of fuch execution as ftopt all except two or 
three from breaking through them ; thofe, however, who remained 
on horfeback, joined again and endeavoured to make a fecond charge, 
but in fo much confufion, that the fecond fire of the guard put them 
to flight with the utmoft precipitation ; and moft of them galloped 
into a tank, which they did not perceive time enough to avoid : but 
twenty-eight were left dead in the fpace of thirty yards ; Mr, Lally 
himfelf was trampled down and ftunned in the fcuffle, but only two 
of his guard were killed. Whilft the troops in the camp were get- 
I ting 
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rivers to pafs, over which the artillery and carriages were tranlported 
with mnch difficulty; but the .enemy, inftead of taking the advantage, 
difcontinued the purfuit before they arrived, at the firft : during the 
whole march the troops had no other food than the coco-nuts, they 
gathered on the way, of which many got none; however, they found 
at Trivalore fome provifions fent from K^arical ; but all were fo ex- 
haufted and fatigued, that they could not proceed any farther until 
they had been allowed three days refreffimeht and repofe. On the 
road Mr. Lally received information that the French fquadrbnwas at 
Pondicherry, and that Mr. D’Ache had lignified to the council there 
his determination to return without delay to the Ifle of France ; on 
which he immediately difpatched the . Count OlEftaigne with the 
ftrongeft remoriftrances to ftop him. On the i8th the army arrived 
at.K.arical, and faw the Englifh fquadron at anchor off the mouth of 
the river. 

.. Many wants and inlufficient means had detained the fquadron near 
eight weeks in the road of Madrafs after their unfuccefsful endea- 
vours to reach Fort St. David during the fiege. On the third of 
July, three of the company’s fhips arrived in the road ; they had 
left England in the preceding year, but not arriving in the bay, un- 
til the northern monfoon was fetting in, proceeded to Bengal ; from 
whence they were difpatched in April vrith money, merchandize,, 
and ftores, but without any of the recruits they brought from Eng- 
land, or any troops in return for • thofe which had been fent with 
Clive. The fouthern monfoon, which had begun when they failed^ 
•obliged them to make the outward paffage towards Achin, and they 
came in from the fouthward to Negapatam : in confequence of the in- 
telligence they received at this place, they put out again to fea and kept 
out of fight of land until they flood. in for Madrafs, ^Chance. always,... 
maintains -its lhare in all events. Had not the unneceffary anxiety of 
the council at Pondicherry recalled Mi*. D’Ache’s fquadron from: Kari-- 
cal in the middle of June, but perrnittedhimtohavecontinuedthe cruize 
he intended, thefe fhips would have been taken, and would have fup-- 
plied the want of money, which had been, the principal caufe of the 
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friiitlefs ancl dhgi'acefiil expedition to Tanjore. ’ It was the 25 th of 
July before the Englilh fquadron was fulHcieiitly equipped to fail, and 
on the 27th they appeared in fight of Pondicherry, where the French 
fquadron lay at anchor, and with much hurry got under fail before 
night. The next morning the two fquadrons were out of light of 
each other: on the 29th,- the French anchored at ICarieal; oh the 
31ft, at day-break, they failed for Negapatam, and ‘at nine again 
faw the Engiifli fquadron ; but the wind blowing frefli, the three 
fmaller of the French fliips could not work their lower tier, on 
which Mr. D’Ache tacked and flood away, and the next, day again 
faw nothing of the Engiifli. The day after, the 2d of Augufl, they 
anchored again at Karical, where Mr. D’Ache received intelligencei 
which w'as not true, that Mr. Lally had been defeated before Tan* 
jore ; and, what was much lefs probable, that the Engiifli fqua- 
dron Intended to difembark a great part of their men, in order to cut 
off the retreat of the French army to Pondicherry. At two in the 
morning lights appeared in the offing, on which the French fqua- 
dron got under way, and plying to windward perceived the Eiig- 
lifli at day-break out at fea, about four ^miles to leeward of them-. 
Both fquadrons immediately formed their lines, and Mr. Pococke 
perceiving the fliip which led the enemy’s van (it was the Goiiiit de 
Provence) to be the floutefl next their Admiral, ordered the Eliza- 
beth, Admiral Stevens, to take the fame flationin his own line, "in* 
flead of the Tyger, to which, as in the lafl engagement, dt had 
been alloted. ‘ The land-wind blowing from the s. w. the Engiifli 
line flretched with their heads to the s. s. e. At eleven o’clock the 
wind where they were, died away, and left them quite becalmed. 
But the enemy continued to have a light breeze from the land, with 
which they flood on, their line extending Eafl and Wefl, and paffed 
the rear of the Englifh line nearly at right angles, without firing a 
fingle fhot, although they had the fairefl opportunity of raking and 
difabling the Cumberland, and Newcaflle, which were the two 
flernmofl fhips, and, as all the others, lay helplefs' in the calm with 
their flerns towards the enemy .- 

U u 2 ’At 



ThS 03 CoSDMAIfSSI.. 


Book JSk 


A-r nociZ. tbs Iss-brsezs ipning tip 5'ora ths 5. Trbidi s tbs 

Z^xiwS sZi*''Tr 





• *1 T 

Tnud ID iiiS ii;Dgliiii 

to lbs irinb, irriib ibsr bsrds -vT. iw* -jr-.:£:i:i3 ns ibon 2.3 iHs tvts coils 

j-r, Tr=- "R-T'TjrQi l*-n:=- "^'"i'-Dliks 21 20 ~*'n ~r— ^ Osbl T'»'’jZizbs 

* 

Xbs snsnj 3 ooirniisci oi sigoi tail ; me ojlpJiids, prmcn 2 p- 

■n-^-'r—r^ ^Ti ^'^ lbs Isir £!1C^~2IT'^^T_ TTSS V— ~ ~ /ill'*' ID TSOSSt bcrrials 
'•"■■: — —~s —’ — .'j-*- ■- ^ i—j » 

ms Coiots els ProTsi-cSj.— bicb bed nor bsssnin k, ibppilsd'tbs pkes 
cf lbs PimeiniSj Trideb vtis- iirmdsd in tbs ibr£, The Elizabstb 
iiODd ror iii:S Comie ae PrcTence^ ana iiaTvIfa np anrfiali oi ner d=;- 
fojs ms rdi of ibs bus irsis bi msir proper form ; for ir is impcSble 
tb;gr fcTsiel Imps c^ri corrslpond iniisnreiiscciiilT in rbs iems cpsre- 
tioiis. bir- D’Acbeiramsdkisly -m-gni^ rbs f gnt-al for snsegeinsni:, end 
tbs Cnrpfe £s PreTsnes bed ^en ber bree d-fds upon tbs Elize- 
bstb bsmrs yvLr. Pooorbs ibrevr cm bis fgnel, at so minniss pair 
ons^ imsn bis efbols line ivas complseilj formed in clofsd order at ibs 
proper ebbnee frera sacb ctisr, and all ar equal dijiance mom tbs 
ensmv- ~bo trsrs not :S> xegolaify drami pp, ouTTing intrards brcin 
lbs f rrremluesr tbs rjro admirals, as ii tbs fjrmsr eng^sment, Tters 
in lbs osnisr of tbfir rsjpscnvs lines. Tbs nre tvas in born as her as- 
p-ombls : bni tbs Prsneb nrsd bigb, ibs Sngliln only- ar.tbe bulls, 
and born Tviib mneb csrtmnij, for tbsy tv ere near, tbeiea iinoorb, 
tbs bresz-s ligbi. In ten mlnmss tbs mizsn of tb-s Comte ds 
ProTsooe took nre, 'vrmcb obliged ber to bear away, and- enr away- 
me mail. TbsPhic ds Senrsosns tnok- ber place againii- tbe Pliza-- 
betb. A little after tbe wheel of tbe Zodiac’s rsdder was- carried' 
away by a diGr from tbe Yarmontb, to repair wbicb fbe paded tm^ 
der tbe Iss cf tbs Ehic d’ Orleans, and no iooner remmsd again into- 
ibs line, tban one of ber lower deck guns in tbe gun-room-, buriti. 
and beat tbrougb tbe deck above. This mifcbance was ibon fol-- 
lowed by a greater, for tbe bulk-bsm of ber powder-room took nre 
whibr ezriugjiibing it, tbe r u-dder gave way agaiiii and tbe Inip fell 
foul of tbs Due d’Orleans, ber fecend ahead ; and both, wbilir dIA 
entangling, were espofed almcit defencelek to tbe borteii nre from- 
tbeir opponents tbe Yarmouth and Tyger : the Conde and tbe !Moras 
J were 


Hook 'f'UE Sotu ADHO NS. 

were by tills time boatoii out of the line, and at eight minutes after 
two, tlic Zodiaque as foon as dilengaged bore away, as in fifteen 
minutes more did the other five fiiips not yet gone, all crowding all. 
the (ail they could cany, and even cutting their boats adrift, to rhake 
more way. Mr. Pococke then threw out the fignal for a general, 
chace; but in lefs than ten minutes all the enemy’s fliips were got out- 
of certain Ihot ; and at fix o’clock their hindmoft were five miles from^ 
the foremoft of tlie Englilh fiiips, which then ceafed the chace, and 
after getting together agjiin hawled the wind, and at eight anchored’ 
olTKarical, about tliree miles from the fliore. Mr. D’Ache fleered for 
Pondicherry. Notwithflanding the irreg-ularity and fliort continu- 
ance of this fight, the French fullered as much in it as in the for- 
mer engagement, although they had then r 200 more men on board 
for their killed and wounded amounted to few lefs rhan 600, of whom 
33 were killed dead, and 1 51 dangeroufly wounded- in the Zodiaque 
alone. In the whole of the Englifli fquadron only 31 were killed,, 
and 166 wounded; both fquadrons fuftered in proportion to the 
manner in- which the enemy finight ; the French loft in men and 
(laughter, and- all the Englifli fliips were ib much damaged in their 
rigging, that, if a frefh wind had arilen during the engagement, (eve— 
ral of their mafts muft have gone by the board, for want of the 
flirowds, frays, -and other fecurities, which the enemy’s fliot and 
l.uigraiu had cut away. Both Mr. Pococke and D’Ache were wound- 
ed by fpfuiters, and Commodore Stevens received a muflcet-ball, 
wliicli lodged in his flioulder, and was feen to be fliot with aim bya: 
French officer. 

Three days after the engagement, a fnow called the Rubys, fi-om 
the illand of Mauritius, anchored in the road of Negapatam, of 
which, as loon as Mr. Pococke received information, he detached.’ 
one of the fliips of his fquadron, whole boats cut the fnow out of 
the road within gun-fliot of the D.utch flag, and the fort did not fire 
to protect her, but afterwards, remonftrated againft the offence. A- 
few days after a Dutch fliipof 500 tons from Batavia, with 30,000- 
' pounds in dollars on board, anchored in the road of Poiidichern’-,. 
which Mr..D’ Ache immediately feized. as reprifal. for. the luppofe'd: 
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connivance of t!ie government of Negapatam, in. not protecting tlic 
Ruhys according to the rights of a neutral port. 

The retreat of the Englilh garriibns into iXIadrafs, and the infub- 
ordination of the Nabob’s troops at Arcot, left the country to the fouth 
of the Paliar without any other protection excepting. from the troops 
maintained by Murzafabeg; who endeavouring to cover a greater 
extent than his force was adequate to, was no Svhere Itrong cnougli 
to oppofe the enemy ; and, in the end of June, a French officer return- 
ing with his efcort of Sepoys, and a party of horfemen, w-hich he had 
levied at Velore, furprized the fort of Trivatore, in which he 
left his Sepoys, who being joined by the peons from the French 
dirtricts, all together made incurfions on the harvefts of Conjeveram 
and Salawauk ; to reprefs which, the prefidency fent out again four 
companies of Sepoys, two to Conjeveram, and two to Chinglapet ; 
which were not fufficient to reprefs half the mifehief. How- 
ever, an advantage was foon after gained by other means, which 
more than retaliated the lofs of Trivatore. Mr. Lally, on his ar- 
rival at Pondicherry, had given the fort of Trinomalee with its de- 
pedencies, which iMr. Soupires had reduced in the preceding year, to 
Rujaiilahcb, the long-ncglc£ted fon of Chundafaheb, who to prove 
himfelf worthy of this change in his fortunes, levied a body of 300 
good horfe and 300 Sepoys, and proceeded with them in the begin- 
efmg of Auguft, efcorting a convoy of provifions to the French 
army in the Tanjore country ; but this expcncc and fubfl:ra£lion 
obliged him to leave Trinomalee ill-guarded, Kiftnarow, the Kcl- 
lidar of Thiagar, which had been attacked without fuccefs by the 
French troops, and whofe diftricls w'cre ftill continually harrafled 
by them, took the opportunity, and afliuilting Trinomalee in the 
nigh.c, carried it, and put all the garrifon to the fword. It was taken 
on the 10th of Augulf, and It was not until the 14th that the pre- 
fuL’iicy receiveii intelligence of the agreement which the kijig of 
Tanjore had nvade on the id of the mouth, to afliO; the French 
in the attack they intended againfl: Tritchuiopoly ; on which, 
:;n y rcfclved to take the held, but with no other views or hopes 
:’;;.n tlvat t!ie rumour might recall the king, or at lead dop tlie 
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clefedion of other allies. The ufiial tarclinefs of preparations de- 
tained the troops in the town until the i8th.i..wh'en Colonel Law- 
rence marched with, eight field-pieces,- 620, Europeans, and 1200. 
Sepoys. On the 24th, they encamped on the other fide of the Pa- 
liar, about eight miles bej^ond Chinglapet, when having received in- 
telligence of the retreat of the French army from Tanjore, they re- 
turned themfelves toMadrals, where they arrived on thelafi: day of the 
month. Whilfi: abroad, a party of the Nabob’s troops from Arcot, 
encouraged by their march, joined thofe of Abdul Hay the renter 
of Salawauk, and, after an aukward attack, which lafted eight 
days, retook the fort of Trivatore by aflault, and put many of the 
garrifon, which confifted of 500 men, to the fword. 

Mr. D’Ache retired from the lafi: engagement with a convidtion 
that the Englifh remained to windward with the intention of fall- 
ing fuddenly upon his fliips, whilfi: moored and repairing in the 
road of Pondicherry; and it was fuppofed that they had two fire-fliips, 
although tliey had only one, \vhich had been of no fervice in the lafi 
engagement : however, thefe notions determined him to anchor oppofi te 
to the town,- as near the Ihore aspoflible, under the proteftion of the. 
line of guns to the lea ; and the council, in complacence, it is laid* 
to his ideas, recalled the detachment of 600 Europeans encamped 
with Mr. Soupires at Gingee, who came in on the 1 4th, on the fame 
day that the troops from Madrafs took the field. Neither the re- 
monftrances of the Count D’Efiiaigne, fent forward by Mr. Lally,. 
to protefi: againfl: the difrepute which would follow this apprehen- 
five conduct, nor Mr. D’Eftaigne’s offers of embarking any number 
of troops- on the fquadron, and of accompanynig them himfelf, as a. 
proof of his .confidence of fuccefs, availed ^to„. induce Mr. D’Ache. 
to fail, and try the rifque of a n other engagement- Mr. Lally. 
moved with the army frozu Karical onjhe .34th :..they were two. 
•days in paffing the Goleroon at Devi Cotah, and obliged at lafi to, 
leave their artiUery and carriages there : when Mr. Lally went 
forward with a fmall detachment, and arrived on t he 28th at Pon- 
'dicheriy, where he immediately fummoned a mzxt council of the 
adminiftratioa and the army, who concurred in. remoi^firating tqi 
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Mr. D’Achedie ueceffity of meeting the Englifli fquaciron again, or 
at IcaO; of deferring tiie departure of his o.wn whilft they remained 
an the coafe. Mr. D’Ache returned the unanimous opinion of all 
his captains, that the one was impracticable, and the" other too 
dangerous to be rilqued : however, after fome mediations, he con- 
fented to leave 500- of his failors and. marines to ferve oh fhorp; 
and on the ‘3d of , September failed witli all the Ihips for the Ifle of 
Mauritius. 

The detachments which had been fent from Tntchinopoly to ■ 
aflift Tanjore, and the attack impending on Tritchinopoiy itlelfi if 
Mr. Lally ihould fucceed in his vie%vs at Tanjore, had obliged Captain 
Calliaud not only to withdraw the guards of Sepoys ftationed in the 
diftant villages, but even to call in the garrilbn he had placed in 
the pagoda of Seringham, although under the guns of the city. 
The brother of Hydernaig, with the party of Myfbreans who had 
lately been driven out of it, had fetiiriied from Dindigul, rein- 
forced with more, and were waiting at . fome diftance to the weft ; 
and as foon as Seringham was evacuated by the EngliOi troops,* 
they came on, and took pofleftion of it again : but- Calliaud j as 
foon as the French army retreated from before Tanjore, lent out 
parties to attack them, who with little effort dilpoflefled and drove 
them away. No probability then remaining of any intermediate dan- 
ger, Calliaud relblved, as foon as his detachments returned 
from Tanjore, to difpoflefs the reigning Rheddy of Terriore, and to 
rcftorc his coufin, the expelled Rheddy; who had long follcited 
this afliftance, which could not with prudence be afforded, whiift 
the French garrifon were remaihing'at Seringham. The viciflitudes 
of thefe two competitors liad been peculiar. The French found 
the Rheddy, now expelled, in poflellion when they over-run Ter- 
riore In 1753; and then depofing him, appointed the Rheddy 
now reigning, whom they removed in 1755, and rciiiftated the 
firft : bur, being afterwards diflatisfied widi his conduct, expelled him 
in 1756, and again rein ftated his rival; who, from this laft appoint- 
ment, had kept poflellion. The plunder of tlie adjacent villages 
between Terriore, and the ftreights of Utatoor, was the only dei 
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trlmcnt to be appi'chciidecl fto'in him-; but the expelled Rheddy 
vvas iniich befriended by the Polygars of Arcelpre and Woriorepol- 
lani, whofe long avcrfioii to the Frcncli, it was at this tizne more 
cfpecially expedient to encourage by indulging their fblicitude for 
the relnlfatcmcnt of their friend. 

Accordingly Captain Jofeph Smith marched, with his company 
of 70 Europeans, the company of 50 CofFres, two. field-pieces, 
with their artillcry-men, and ten companies of Sepoys, commanded 
by i\Iahomed Iflbof. Tlic depofed Rheddy, with fome of the Colle- 
ries, or natives of Terriorc, wiio abided by Ills fortunes, accompa* 
nied the detachment, and, if nothing more, were to ferve as guides 
tlirough tlic wood. Meflengers were fent forward with a letter, 
ordering the Rheddy within to come out, and meet Captain Smith ; 
and they were inftru^led to take notice of every thing that occurred 
in the patli tlirougli which they fliould be led ; but the guards 
at the barrier flopped tliem, and lent on the letter by men of their 
own, wlio returned with a letter from the Rheddy, which they de-^ 
iivered to the meflengers, who brought it to Captain Smith on the 
march. It contained vague apologies for his not coming out of the 
wood, and endeavoured to gain time, wliich Captain Smith refolved 
not to lofe. The troops arrived in fight of the barrier at four in 
the afternoon of the day after they had "crofled the Coleroon, and 
immediately formed for the attack. 

The wood of Terriore flretcheth 20 miles along the foot of the 
weflern mountains, and extends from them 10 miles into the plain ; 
tlie wood is in mofl parts feven miles through, and enclofes an 
open ground about three miles fquare, of which the farther fide, as 
of the wood itfclf, adjoins to the lulls ; and in this area are the habi- 
tation of the Rlicddi, which is a fpacious building, a town, gardens, 
arable lands, and immediately under the hills a very large tank, 
computed feven miles in circumference. It was known, that the 
path licfore tlicm had defences in various parts, and that the whole 
of the fighting men would be in thefe ftations. Captain Smith 
therefore fent off four companies of Sepoys, with Ram^iaig, a Je- 
mautdar, on whom Mahomed Iflbof had reliance, to enter the wood 
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at a confiderable diftance on the right, under the conduct of the 
guides, who undertook to lead them to the town, through a fccret 
path, of which there are feveral in the wood, knov/n only to the 
inhabitants, 'who call them the rogues’ path-way. The firft, barrier 
was a winding paflage between two thick-let hedges of thorn, lead- 
ing into the ftraiter path of the wood ; but choaked at both ends 
with brambles laid for the occafion. Neverthelefs the enemy aban- 
doned this poll, although very defenlible, without- reli fiance. 

The CofFres led, followed by the Europeans ; they by one of the 
lix-pounders, with limber boxes only ; and the Sepoys marched in 
the rear, excepting a few who remained to ^ard the other fix- 
pounder, the fpare ammunition, and the baggage, which v/ere -left 
at the Ikirt of the wood ; the line proceeded more than a mile in the 
path without interruption, but at length was fired upon from a 
breaft-work of brick on the right ; from which the enemy were 
foon diflodged, and retired through the bulhes to the next ; but as 
they were intent in carrying off their wounded, the mulketry gaulcd 
them a good deal as they were going away. Moving onward, the line 
foon received a fmart fire from a fecond breafl-work like the firfl: ; 
but the Coffres foon obliged the enemy to quit this flation likewile, 
when they retired to their main body; a few of the line were 
wounded in driving them *frora thele defences. The Colfres con- 
tinued to move on in front, and had out-marched the reft of the 
line, when by a fudden turning in the road, they came -unexpe£ledly 
at once within plftol-lhot of the enemy’s principal poft. This was 
a ftrong wall of brick, 14 feet high, divided into a rampart and 
parapet, and in the parapet were feveral tiers of loop-holes; it 
ftrctched a-crofs the path and Ibme yards beyond it on each hand, 
and had a return of the fame conftru^lion at each extremity, but 
falling back, inftead of projecting to flank the main wall, and in the 
return on the left flood the gate-way ; this work was furrounded by 
a ftrop.g iiedgc of thorn,' which continuing on the lides joined the 
main v/ood to fome diftance in the rear. As loon as tlie Coffres a]> 
pcaivd at the turning, the enemy teftified their numbers, and their 
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aird R'amanaig breaking down tlie gate^ let in his friends \vithout. 
There remained three iniles of the path" to the town, but impeded 
with no more defence's;, nor were the thickets on either hand fo 
clbfe. The troops were - gathered, the . Sepoys, and CofFres who 
had kept back came on, and all proceeded to the town, which 
they found abandoned. The reigning Rheddy, and all his people, 
had efcaped into the hills, excepting a- few men who . could not 
remove, having been blowii-up with .gunpowder intended to load 
a field-piece, which- they were dragging to the wall in the pafs. 
The delay ‘of Ramaiiaig’s party, had been caufed by the timidity' of 
his guides, who, on fome fright, left them loon after they entered 
the wood, to find their way as they could. Of 70 Europeans 4 were 
killed and 28 wounded in the attack •; Mahomed Iffoof was ftiot 
through the arm, . but, binding ‘up his wound, continued on the 
ground until all was Over. A great number of fcaling ladders were 
found at the 'Rheddy’s houfe, which had been prepared, and were, 
lying in readinefs for theFrench'to efcaladeTritchinopoly, when they 
lliould fee the opportunity. Thematives of -this dlftrift have little 
refemblance with any others in -the Carnatic; they have large bloated 
heads, pot bellies, and fmall limbs. The. climate is very unhealthy 
to.ftrangers, imputed to the nature of "the water, The detachment 
continued in the town a week ; and during this fhort ftay Captain 
Smith, all his officers, and moft-of the other Europeans, fell ill. 
Three companies of Sepoys, with three ;good ferjeants, were left to 
protect the reinftated Rheddy .; and the main body of the detachment 
returned to Tritchinopoly. • ■ 

Mr. Laily felt leverely,- although- he did not acknowledge, the' 
difgrace of his retreat from Tanjore. It exafperated the- natural af- 
'perity of his dilpofition, and inflamed all -his prejudices' and - animo^ 
lities, which, continually expreflH • in the keeneft farcafms his re- 
dundant wit could fuggeft, had rendered...hjin pdipus to-all jranks of 
men, to the natives as to the colony, to the -fquadron as to his. own 
'army, in which he feems to have allowed- capacity with zeal to na 
"one, excepting the Count d'Eftaigne. On the other hand, no'im* 
.putation's were fpared -by the wounded, or their '..freinds, which 
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could aggravate his raortlhcatloiis; not even cowardice itfelf, although 
the ruppofition arple only from the ftun which he received in the 
oufet of the Taujorliie horfemen.. Being naturally fufplcious, and 
equally inquiiillve, he did not remain ignorant of thefe reports and 
opinions ; but for the prefent fliiled his refentment, in hopes of 
tracing them to principals worthy of notice, whom he fulpecled to 
be the tirft in the government, from their adherence to Mr. Bufly. 
Thele reproaches, however, ftimulatcd his adlivity to enter imme- 
diately into action ; and, on his arrival at Pondicherry, whilll ar- 
ranging witii Air. D’Achc, he ordered Saubinet to march with the 
600 Europeans who had encamped with Soupire’s, and were frefli 
men, and retake T[Vinomalec. But before we open this new cam- 
paign, it is ncccflary to review the events of. Mr, B_u:fly in the De- 
can ; and continue the affiiirs of Bengal to this period ; as each 
wore at this time apj)roaching to an Immediate relation with the 
operations of both nations In tlie Carnatic. 

The rbree with which Air. Bufly marched from Rajahmiindrum 
In the beginning of the year, to rejoin Salabadjing at Aurengabad,. ' 
confifted of 500 Europeans infantry and artillery, zoo Europeans 
mounted as Huflars ;md dragoons, 5000 Sepoys, and 10 field-pieces. 
They ftruck direclly acrofs the country, pafling through Elore, and 
proceeded in a high road, which had never before been marched by 
a body of European troops. The diftance by the perambulator is 
: nearly 400 miles ; which it Is faid they accomplifhed In 2,1 days. 
On their arrival at Aurengabad, they encamped on the wefterri tide 
of tlie city, and in the midfl: of four armies : Nizamally’s fron: 
Berar ; tlie army of the Subahfhip, of which Nizamally had llkewlfc 
aflumed the command ; of Baflaulet Jung from Adoni ; and the 
•Morattoes, now commanded by.Balagerow in perion, who had come 
as ufual to take advantage of the confufions in the. government,,, but 
had fulpended hoflilities. 

The approach of Air. Buflj'’ and his force,., which was eqtial in*, 
efficacy to any of the armies, fulpended all intrig.ue.s in attention .to 
his condudt. Jrle immediately vifited Salabadjing with much cefe- 
• mony, and treated hurt witE every mark .of.relp.edl:. and allegiance ^ 
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the next day he went to Babgerow, who met him half-way in a 
tent pitched on purpofe, and then condiidled hini to his camp, 
where they had a long conference. Shanavaze Klian had already 
alked perraiflion to exculpate himfelf in perfon ; but Mr. Bufly com- 
miffioned Hyderjung his principal agent to receive his communica- 
tions, in order, if poflible, to difcover his real pradtices or intentions. 
The facr.er of Hyderjung was governor of Mafulipatam when the 
French faiftory in that city was confifcated in 1750 by the orders of 
Nazirjing, of which he evaded the rigour ; and afteiwards, when, 
the city itfelf was furprized by the • armament lent from Pondi- 
cherry by Mr. Dupleix, is fuppofed to have -connived at . their 
fuccefs. With thefe pretenlions, his fon came, and tendered 
his lervice to Mr. Biifly at Golcondah on his fiift arrival there with 
Salabadjing from the Carnatic, when Hyderjung received a command 
in the French Sepoys, in which he diftingulflied himfelf; but Hill 
more by his fagacity and addrefs, until by degrees he became 
the principal confident of Mr. Bully, who, to give him weight 
and dignity, obtained for him high titles from Salabadjing, and even 
a patent of nobility from Delhi. From this time, his retinue 
and houfehold were eftablilhed with fumptuoulhefs ; and he was 
allowed to keep a conftant court or durbar in order to extend his 
informations ; and Jaghires with other emoluments, fufficlent not 
only to defray his expenccs, but to ellablilh his fortune, were 
likewife conferred on him, as well by Salabadjing as Mr. Bully : 
his penetration loon perceived that Shanavaze Khan, naturally 
timid, was frightened by the arrival of the French army ; but that 
he had been the fecrct fpring of all the mifehief, in which he 
had engaged from a perfuafion that the operations of the war de- 
clared. between the two European nations would have confined Mr. 
Bully 10 the protcclion of the ceded provinces until its conclufion ; 
before which he had no doubt of cftablilliino: his own arranircmcnts 
in the government of the Decan, too firmly to be lliaken. But, 
as more danger in tlie prefent circumftances was to be apprehended 
from tile more audacious chamber of Nl/.amaHy, who, befides the 
rely -cl v.lilch was paid to his birth, had acquired Ibme reputation 
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amongfl: tlie troops, Mr. Bufly refolvccl for the prefent to take Sha- 
navaze Khan in his hand as far as he would go, by which he 
would at Icaft be more narrowly watched, if not prevented from 
fuggefting rcfources to Nizamally, and abetting them with his pub- 
lic influence, which, from his long fervices, and a perfuafion of 
his attachment to the family of Nizamalmuluc, was confidcrable. 
In conformity to this condudl, Mr. Bufly, by appointment, vifited Ni- 
zamally, but with a very flrong cfcort, which, when he entered the 
tent, was lb difpofed, as to be certain of avenging any attempt on 
his perfon. The interview continued with calmnefs until Mr. BuflV 
advifed Nizamally to deliver back the great feal of the government to 
Salabadjing ; when Nizamally anfwered with much heat, “ that he 
“ with his brother Baflaulet Jung had been obliged to take it from him 
“ by the clamours of his own troops, who having been long difap- 
“ pointed of their pay, with an army of Morattoes in fight, could not 
“ have been reftrained from open revolt, if he and his brother had not 
“ immediately furniflaed a part of their arrears, and given their own 
“ obligations to pay the reft : it was therefore unjuft to deprive them of 
“ the means of reimburfing the money they had advanced, and ftili 
“ more, to dllable them from providing for the difeharge of their fu- 
ture engagements, the failure of which would, from the lame caule, 

“ expofe them to the very dangers which they had averted from 
“ Salabadjing.” The next day Salabadjing vifited Nizamally in his 
camp, and demanded the feal in form, but received the fame anfwer. 
Whether from real or pretended indignation, Nizamally the day 
after lent for Shanavaze Khan, and reproached him publickly as the 
author of this advice : the next day, which was the X4th of Febru- 
ary, as Baflaulet Jung was palling on his elephant near the palace of 
Salabadjing, a mufleet in the croud went off, and the ball, palled 
through the houfings on which he was fitting : the man was im- - 
mediately feized, and being queftioned, faid, he had been hired by 
Shanavaze.Khan and Hyder. Jung, with the promilc of 5000 rupees, 
to Ihoot Baflaulet Jung. The ftory was carried, with as much..in-- 
coherence as it was pafling in the city, to the camp of Nizamally,. 
who, pretending to . believe the life • of his brother . in danger, 
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nio\;nt:-a i'.Is ckphant, and advanced with v/hat troops wore ready 
to tiv.‘ noarelc gate ; but after loveral meflages which aflured him. 
tlvai: BaiV-uikt Juug was lafe, he returned in the evening. The 
li.iv after Baitaukt Jung went to the durbar of Snlabadjing, ipokc 
Itandii'.g, and with exprefiions of unufual difreipecl flung down 
tlie k-al. It is fo rare in the manners of Iiulodan that aiw inde- 
corum of words or geflurc palles amongfl: equals, and IViIl more 
from an inferior, tluit the ofFiccrs prefent in the durbar formed 
liniilcr conjectures of thefe animofities amongft the brothers ; 
and although the few, who rcafon before they believe, im- 
puted the muiket-ball to chance, and the confeflion of tire man 
to fuhornation, yet the troops even in Salabadjing’s camp were per- 
fuaded that he had been employed, if not by Shanaveze Khan, at 
leaft by Hvder Jung. Mr. Bully faw the general odium to which 
this prejudice, if not removed, would c.Kpole himlelf and all his 
nation ; and luggefted a means., of xeconciliation. The leal was. 
fent hack to Baflaulct Jung, but an officer, who was a dependant on 
Hyder Jung, was appointed to keep it in a fcaled hag, and to be 
prefei\t whenever it was ufed. This compliment, fuch as it was, 
fatished the officers of Baflaulct Jung’s court, and appealed the 
public ; and other advantages were gained by it ; for Baflaulct Jung 
con renting, it placed him in fuch a relation, with the adminiftration 
of Salabadjing, that he was either likely to relinquifli, or would not 
he able to conceal his intrigues with his brother Nizamally. A few . 
days after this reconciliation, Salabadjing fent a deputation of his 
principal oificers to Nizamally, requefting him to relinquifh the go- 
vernment of Berar, and to accept as a compenfation a monthly al- 
low.uice of 20,000 rupees. Nizamally rejeflcd the propofal with 
difdain, and publiflied It amongfl: the troops, who with equal Indig- 
nation cried out, that Nizamally was a Ion of Nizamalmuluck as 
well as Salabadjing.” This expreflion of their attachment pre- 
cluded the employment of force, and, as the only means left to reduce 
him to compliance, the principal officers of his army were tampered 
with, and ll veral of them were gained by promifes and money to 
give alVuranccs that they would not lupport him in aflerting the go- 
I vernment 
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vcrnment of Berar againft the will of Soubah, provided he recehred 
fonic other dignity which he might accept- without- diflionour; 
but by tliis time Nizamally himlelf was content to diCemble, 
and remain quiet, waiting for events. Such was the ftate of affairs 
in tlie city and cam])S of Auruiigabad towards the end of March, 
whcji the various agitations, \vhich had hitherto kept every interefl 
in conflant vibration, began to fubfide ; and this temporary tran- 
quillity had been much wiflied for by Mr. Bufly, in order to ac- 
complifh another Icliemc he liad Ibme time been preparing. 

No reliance could be placed on the integrity of Shanavaze Khan’s 
conduct, whilft In pofleflion of fuch a refuge and refource as the 
tbetrefs. of Doltabad ; but no otlers were likely to induce him to re- 
Ilnquifh it, for Balagerow had in vain attempted to purchale it from 
him : and the direct propofal from Mr. Bufly to Shanavaze Khan 
himlelf, would reveal tlie Iccret, and defeat the intention. Mr. Bufly 
therefore employed Hyder Jung to treat with the governor of the 
: fort, who, after a variety of arguments and overtures, at length con-’ 
. iented to betray his trufl: on the receipt of a fum of rhoney in hand, 
and the pi-omllc of a more profitable employment : but to fave the 
appearance of his honour, dictated the manner. A day or two be- 
fore the execution of tlie fcheme, Mr. Bufly, as If having leilure to 
take fome amuferaent, fent his compliments to the governor, re- 
quefting his permiflion to pafs an hour in the,upper- fort, from which 
the profpect is' extenlive and magnificent: and the governor invited 
him to dinner. Mr. Bufly arrived, efcorted by 300 Europeans, who 
were admitted into the fecond fort, to which the governor, under 
pretence of refpe£t, lent down all the g-arrilbn of the upper, ex- 
cepting fifty men, with whom he remained himfelf above to receive 
the guefts. Mr. Bufly went up accompanied by forty men, many of 
whom were officers. The dinner was . ferved in the hall of the 
killidar’s houfe, and when ready, Mr. Bufly, with the officers, went 
into the hall, and his bodyguard remained at the door: but the killidar, 
as if from politenefs, admitted none of his own officers or foldiers, and 
from the menial fervants who waited, little refiftance was to be appre- 
hended. On the invitation to fit down, Mr. Bufly told the killidar, that 
VoL.II. Yy he 
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he could not partake of his^ hofpitality, being obliged by the neceffity 
of his affairs, to make him a prifoiier, • and take pofleffiou of the 
fort; but- .that no violence was intended againft his perfon, pro-, 
vided neither he nor his garrifon attempted any refiftance. The 
^ killidar, as if Jfurprized, furrendered his ppignard he was. then, 
conducted into the area, and fignified his condition and the- rifque to 
his foldiers, who. in deference to his danger gave up their arms. Oh 
the fignal,' the French troops below got under arms ; by which 
time meffengers fent by the killidar came down and informed , the 
garrifon there of what had happened above ; and fuch was the 
military reputation of the French troops drawn up before them, that 
the few, whofe indignation exhorted their comrades to revenge their 
. lord and defend themfelves, found fewer to fecorid their refiftance. 
^Q’everthelefs, fome Ikirmifliing enfiied, but fubfided on' the death 
of two or three of thefe leaders ; immediately after which, the gar- 
, rifons were turned out of both the forts ; and the defences of the 
town below were too weak to require heed. 

No reconciliation, and every m’ifchief^ was to be expeded from 
_Shanayaze_^han. ..after. _this provocation, and Mr. Bully had taken 
meafures to prevent the effeQ:s of his revenge : a party of Sala- 
hadjing’s troops furrounded his tent in the camp in the very hour 
that the governor of Doltabad was arfefted ; and as the connexion 
Between him and Mahomed Huflein the king’s Duan had lately 
grown into ftrift intimacy, another detachment at the fame time 
fecured his perfon' likewife ; they were both made . prilbners. . before 
they. knew, why, or the ■ lofs- of- Doltabad. The news excited uhi- 
verfal aftonilhment, and terrified even thdfe in whom it rai'fed the 
moft refentment : for Nizamally recovering from his firft emotions 
pretended that the poflefiion of Doltabad was a matter in which his 
interefts were not concerned. 

Balagerow was halting about 50 miles from the city, towards his 
own country, and immediately returned and encamped again near 
■the army of Salabadjing ; not with any intentions of hoftility, but 
with the hopes of obtaining the fort of Doltabad from Mr. Bully ; 
•v/ith -whom, after feveral complimentary melTages, he had' an inter- 

j • yiewu 



Book IX. - T II E D E C A N. 

view ; “ What advantage, he hiid, can you Europeans derive frona 
“ the poflertioii of this poft, fituatcd in the center of Indoftan ? If 
“ you hold it with your own troops, it will only ferve to weaken your 
“ army every time you quit the neighbourhood of Aurungabad. If 
“ you leave it to the care of Salabadjing’s, liis enemies j who are yours, 
“ will find means to get it, as Shanavaze Khan lately did. Would it 
“ not be better to give it me f If I obtain it by your means, you have 
“ too much experience ’of my charader to doubt of my gratitude ; 
“ and the confufions which reign in the court of Salabadjing, the fitu- 
“ ation of your northern provinces, and the war in. which you are 
“ engaged with the Englifii in the Carnatic, may foon give me op- 
“ portunities of rendering important fervices to your nation.*’ Mr, 
Bully replied, that liis' principal motive for taking polleffion of Dolr.^ 
tabad had been to fecure a certain refuge for the perfonal fafety of 
Salabadjing againfi: all the accidents of v/ar, and all the convullions of 
his government. -Balagerow, although difappointed, manifefted no 
umbrage, but continued in his camp, waiting from events fome 
better opportunity of renewing his plea. 

Many had conjectured the motives of his^ return, and the enemies 
of Salabadjing expcCtcd an immediate rupture between them ; and 
Nlzamally, encouraged by this hope, Ibllcited his alliance, promifing 
to give him Doltabad if ever in his power. But. Balagerow gave no, . 
encouragement to his propofals ; on which, he with much hypocrify 
pretended to be at length convinced • of the mifdemeanors of his late 
conduct, and allured 'Salabadjing and Mr. Bully that he lliould chear- 
fully accept- and abide by their determination of his fortune. His 
profellions, although doubted, were accepted; becaufe the leduction 
of Ibme of his connexions, and the imprilbnment of the molt dan- 
gerous, had greatly weakened his means of mifehief ; but, not to 
Ihockby too.ludden an humiliation the public refpeCt to his birth, 
it was agreed to give him the government of Hydrabad, which, al- ’ 
though much abridged of its ancient domain, ftill remained a very 
confiderable province of the Decan. Nizamally affefting to be per- 
fectly . fatlsfied with the lot, vifited Salabadjing, received the in- 
veltiture in public, and made ollentatlous preparations to proceed to 
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the capital of his government.* The daj.of his departure was fixed 
for the I ith of May ; and Salabadjing, having no fiilpicion that he 
had -any other intentions, went two days before to pay his devotions 
at the tomb of his father Nizamalmuluck, which ftands Ibmewhere 
about 20 miles from Aurengabad. 

In the morning, of Nizamally’s departure, he held a public durbar 
to receive the compliments of taking leave frpm the principal officers^ 
of the government : amongfr tliem. went Hyder Jung, whom he re- 
ceived with marked difiimction : and, "ivhen he dilmified the aflembly, 
beckoned him, wfith feveral of his own officers, t(^ follow to an in- 
ward tent, wffiere thev a2:aiii lat down, and difcourfed a while with 
much feeming confidence on public affairs, until Nizamally rofe fud- 
denly, as if urged by fome ■ fudden neceffity ; .but made a motion 
with his hand to Hyder 7 ung not to move, fignifying that he fhould 
return immediately, and in the inftant difappeared behind a curtain 
w>^hich opened. to other apartments. Hyder Jung,- ■ notwithfianding 
the injunction, v/as rifing to make his obeifance; when two officers,, 
who w'ere fitting one on each hand of him, preffed him down by 
the fhoulders, and a domeftic, who flood ready behind, plunged a 
dagger- into- his. .heart : the flruggle was heard, but it was fbme time 
before the attendants of Hyder Jung were apprifed of his death; for 
no fervants are admitted wfithin the Gentries who guard the tent 
of audience, and the greateft part of the retinue remain at a fuili 
greater diitance, in the place where their mafrer has alighted. Hetters 
all of the fame tenor to Salabadjmg,.Balajerov.’-, Baliaulet Jung, and 
e'v-en to I\Ir..Bufiy, had been prepared previous to the aflaffinarion, 
defcribing it as the unfortunate confequence of high words and 
affront, which had rifen between Hyder Jung and fome officers 
in the durbar, after Nizamally had retired : the letter to Air. BuiiV 
brought the firfl intelligence which he received of the event, and was 
interpreted to him by Zulfecar Khan, the very brother of Hyder 
Jung. The general was immediately beaten, and in a few^ minutes the 
whole French army were in battle array, with IMr. Bufiy at their 
head, mounted on his elephant, uncertain what to expect, and fiirmif- 
ing a combination againfr himfelf of all the pow-ers bv which he was 
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furroimded ; but Jaffier Ally Khaii, who at this time Irad the principal 
command in Salabadjing’s army, immediately fent him afliirances of 
his attachment, and foon after came up with a large body of troops, 
who ranged with the French, and others were following : the firft 
care was to- fend a detachment to ftrengthen the efcort of Sala- 
badjing, and protevSl his return from his father’s tomb : Mr. Bufly 
had no doubt thaL.?ll^iuayaze Khan and the emperor’s Duan Ma- 
homed Huflein had abetted^ if not advifed, the allaffination of Hyder 
Jung : their confinement had hitherto been gentle, having only 
centinels round the enclofures of their tents, in which they relided 
with their families ; but Mr. Bufly now fuppofed, that they would 
endeavour to efcape to, or might be refciied by, Nizaznally ; to pre- 
vent which, as well as to have fureties againft the aflaflination of his 
own perfbn, he fent' a ftrong detachment to bring them immediately 
to his own camp, intending to confine them in the fortrefs of 
Doltabad, until more certain information was acquired, or tranquillity 
reflored. The detachment confifted of Salabadjing’s troops, and 
French Sepoys. They found a multitude of armed men at the 
tents, who refufed them adniiflion, which they immediately at- 
tempted by violence, and were refilled with great refolution, ani- 
mated by the principals, who fuppoling their deaths determined, 
joined and encouraged their adherents ; after which no quarter was 
given ; neither did the confiifl ceafe, untif _Shanayaze Khan with 
one of his fons, Mahomed Huflein, and moll of thofe who defended 
them, were killed on the fpot. Before the evening doled, an olficer 
deputed by Balajerow came to Mr. Bufly, with afliirances of his de- 
teftation of the murder of Hyder Jung. 

Nizamally had been waiting in the utmoft agitation the con- 
fequences of his deed, and feems to have expected a very dnierent 
refult ; for the news of Shanavaze Khan’s and Mahomed riufl«;in’i> 
death was obferved to llrike him with difmay. At midnight he 


quitted the camp, accompanied by the choice of his cavalry; and 
fled with tlieTiitmoll Ipeed and pcrfeverance rhat their horlLs could 
endure to gain Brampour, which is one hundred and firry nnlos n. 

reached It in 26 hours, whlcli 1 ^ 

Iinpolilhlf. 


of Auiungabad. It is faid they 
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impoffible. Refpe£t to Siilabadjuig..had withheld Mr.' Bully from at- 
tacking Nizamally in his camp, which his force would have cafily 
beaten up and difperfed. 

The next day Salabadjing returned, and immediately held a general 
council of his principal officers, at which Mr. Bully was likewilc 
prefent : after many opinions all inlenlibly joined in the necellity of 
punilhing’ Nizamally ; and this led to- a general refplution of march-' 
ing dire«^ly with the wjiole army to Bmmpoiu*. . Mr. Bully, who 
knew the charadlers and connexions of thofe who compofcd the 
council, fulpe(£l:ed the hncerity of feveral in this advice, foreleeing 
that nothing' would render him more unpopular in the Decan. than 
the Imputation of engaging the Soubah in a war with his brother,, 
to avenge an offence more particularly committed , againft himlelf : 
he had, moreover, at this time received intelligence from Pondi- 
cherry that Mr. Lally was daily expected to arrive therp, whole 
orders might not be confonant to the difficulties or importance of 
his own fituation.: he therefore endeavoured to revoke the refolution ; 
but Salabadjing himfelf infilled, and relied the necefiity on the af- 
fertioh of his own authority. The whole army was in motion the 
next morning, and advanced with diligence for three days towards 
Brampour, during which Mr. Bully convinced Salabadjing, naturally 
averfe to endeavour,, of the inutility of the purfuit,, fihee it 'Was evi- 
dent that Nizamally with the iiifufficient force he commanded would 
be continually removing out of his reach. The army having halted 
a day began their march back, thinking that they were returning to 
Aurungabad ; but it was the intention of Mr. Bully to lead them 
by degrees to Golcondah ; and in this view he fuggellcd the expe- 
diency of moving towards the frontiers of Berar, in order to fup- 
•prefs any coimnotions which might be attempted in tliat province 
by the adherents of Nizamally. The army thus proceeded to the 
fouth, leaving the city of Aurungabad at a dillancc to the wcH; but, 
halting continually to fupport the regulations of the government, 
advanced lb flowly, that they did not reach the banks of the Gunga, 
which pafleth about midway between Golcoiidah and Aurungabad, 
until the nth of June, in wliich interval Mr. Conflans arrived with 

his 
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his commiflion to as fecond in the command of the French army, 
and brought a letter from Mr. Laliy to Mr. Bufly, dated the. i.otlx.of 
May, which announced, although it did not ord_er, his recall. The 
paflage of the Gunga would decide the continuance of the march to 
Golcondah, of Avhich the army Bill remained uncertain ; but by this 
time Mr. Bufly had gained the concurrence of Baflaulet Jung by.pro- 
miling him the goverment of Hydrabad, which had been intended 
for liis brother Nizamally, together with the office of Duan to the 
foubahfliip : his approbation .filenced the difeontent of many others, 
and the army (hewed no averfion to go on : and as it was. daily ex- 
pelled that the river would begin to rife, Mr. Bufly making ufe of 
this pretence, arranged, that the tents, family, and domeflic re- 
tinue of Salabadjing, (hould pais the firfl, and then immediately fol- 
lowed himfelf with the whole body of the French troops, in the 
midit of whom he ordered the tents of Salabadjing to be pitched.- 
Having thus fecured pofleflion of this important pledge, he gave out 
his intentions, which he had hitherto concealed, of not advancing 
any fartlier towards Golcondali, before he was joined by the troops 
he had left to garrifon the fortrefs of Doltabad .; they were 150 
Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, to whom Mr. Bufly, on his return from 
the purfuit of Nizamally, had (ent orders to come away, leaving 
the fortrefs to an officer nominated by Salabadjing, and to join him 
where he now was, on the Gunga ; his dread of fbme evil chance 
befalling them, if left far behind, was the caufe of this precaution ; 
they were already on the way, marching expeditioufly, and a few 
days after arrived fafe at the camp ; which then moved forward, and 
the whole pafled the river juft before the rains fetin, which, asufual,. 
fell and continued with great violence, and irendered the traniport of 
■the artilleiy fo difficult, that the army did not arrive at Hydrabad until 
the 1 5 th of Jxily ; on which djy Mr. Bufly -received a.letter written 
•by Mr. Lally on the 13th of June, o.rdefing.„him...tQ_repair.-.tO‘ 
Pondicheriy without delay, with all the troops which could be fpared 
from the defence of Mafulipatam and the northern provinces,, -and to 
take up Mr. Moracin in the way, who had received the fame orders. 
;3n this letter no- .rejfpe£l was .preferved .to .the convenience, or inclip 

Jiatioiii 
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nation of‘Salabadjing, whofo connexions in the prefent couj.unclure 
• Mr. Lally confidercd as a chimera of- no effect, and who was thus 
. deprived, even without apology, of the only iupport in his gbvernr 
ment, on which lie had been accuftomed to rely with confidence. 
-He took leave of Mr. Bully with the utmoft delpondency, called 
him the guardian angel of his life and. fortune, and, foreboded... the. 
unhappy fate to which he fl'.ould be expofed by his departure. Mn. 
■Bully allured him,, that he Ihould foon return; and fuch was his 
■willi and expectation ; for although he knew the prejudices whicli 
Mr. Lally entertained againll himfelf, his conduct, and the'wdiole 
connexion of the French nation with the Subah of the Decan ; he 
imagined, that his reprefentations in perfonal conference w'ould con- 
vince Mr. LaUy, that this alliance, and the alfiltances which might 
be derived from it, would be the furclt means of acquiring and main- 
taining the fuperiority of the French nation over the Englifli on the. 
coalt of Coromandel. The whole French army, for none were left 
with Salabadjing, marched from Aurungabad on theiSth of July, the 
third day after they arrived .there. On the third’ of Auguft they 
reached Reyoor on the left bank of the Kriftna, about 20 miles from 
Mafulipatam, where Mr. Moracin joined them. Here Mr. Bully 
delivered over the command of the army and the government of all 
the ceded provinces to Mr. ,Cpiiflans, taking with him 2 50 of the 
bell of the Europeans, of which 100 were cavalry, and 500 Sepoys. 
They proceeded through Ongole to Nelore, where they arrived on 
the 4th of September, and were received by Nazeabullali as friends 
.and allies. We lhall now proceed to the affairs of Bengal. 

COLONEL CLIVE on the day he arrived at Muxadavad from 
Patna, which was the 15 th of May, received advices from the coaft 
of Coromandel of the arrival of the French fquadron, and of the 
engagement between them and the Englilh on the 29th of April, 
The confufion with which the city of Muxadavad was at this tiine 
iagitated by the conduct of Meerum, required that the fuperiority 
which the French were acquiring on Ihore Ihould not be publickly 
.Icnovvn, and to counteradt fuch opinion, Clive Ipread the news he 
-.2 . . , received 
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received, as a complete naval vitSloiy ; two of the French fliips 
funk in the fight, inftcad of one ftrandecl afterwards by a mifchance ; 
tire reft put to flight, with no likelyhood of being able - to land the 
troops which tlrcy had brought for Pondicherry. . 

The Nabob had tranfinitted to his fon Meeruin his own vexation 
at the attention which Clive had Ihewn to the prefervation of Roy- 
doolub, by taking him with him to Muxadavad, when the campaign 
broke up at Bar. Meerum had. riot been able to fupprefs fome ex- 
preffions of indignation, which were reported to Conjebeharry, the 
brother of Roydoolub, who a£led in the city as his deputy in the 
office of duan : the brother, too folicitous for Roydoolub’s fafety, and 
his own, had tampered with a conllderable Jemautdarin the Nabob’s 
fervlce, who gave his oath to atft, whenever danger fliould require, in 
defence of Roydoolub’s houfe, Meerum obtained knowledge of this 
agreement juft as Clive and Roydoolub were approaching the city, 
w’hich he immediately quitted with much appearance of fear, and 
went to Mootagil, one the palaces in the neighbourhood, 
where he fummoned all the troops and artillery of the government, 
giving out that hc' intended to march away to his father, who had 
not yet pafled the ftreight of Tacriagully. The more obfeure the 
caufe, the greater was the terror ralfed by this abrupt refolution. 
The markets were deierted, the fliops were ffiut, the bankers, even 
the Scats, w'ould do no bufinefs, and many principal families pre- 
pared to fend away their eftefls. The city had been for two days in 
tills trepidation, when Clive arrived, and on enquiry, found that 
hleerum aflecled to fufpetft even him of joining with Roydoolub in 
evil Intentions againft his life. He immediately wrote to the 
Nabob, complaining of Meerum in the fharpeft terms, and faid, that 
he would no longer remain in Bengal, facrificing zeal to diftruft ; 
he, however, fagacioufly refrained from making any mention in this 
letter of the late news from Coromandel,, forefeeing, that it would 
make a ftronger impreffion on the Nabob’s mind, when received, 
magnified as it would come with advantageous circumftances by the 
report of others. The Nabob anfwered with much contrition ; but 
before his letter arrived, Meerum had been convinced by Mr. Scrafton, 
VoL. II. Z z who 
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who was intimate with him, of the rneaniiefs of his fufpicions, and - 
ojf the rafhnefs of his condu£t, and had alked pardon of Clive in 
the mpfti fubmiffive terms,. Neverthelefs, the news of his agitation^ 
had induced the Nabob to defift from his huntings, and liis intention, 
of paffing the remainder of the Mahomedan lent at a famous durgar, 
or tomb near Rajahmahal. He arrived in the city on the 3dth of 
May;, but Clive, little folicitous of ah interview with him, had 
gone, away on the 24th to Calcutta. Two. thoufand of the Englifh 
Sepoys were fent- thither, and the reft, with all the Europeans, re- 
mained at Coffimbuzar. 

On the 20th of June arrived the Hardwicke, one of the company’s, 
fliips from England, with the arrangements that had been made in 
confequence of the news of the lofs of Calcutta. The firft advices 
of this event were received in London in the month of Auguft of the 
preceding year, when the company appointed a temporary committee 
of five perfons (in which Clive was toprefide) to manage their, affairs 
in Bengal ; but in November they refolved to difmifs Mr. Drake 
from the government, and nominated a council of ten, in which 
the four fenior members .were to prefidei alternately, each for three 
months : in this fucceffion of the four Mr. Watts ftood the firft ; 
the others were Mr. Manningham, Mr. Beecher, and Mr. Holwell, 
who was not yet returned from England. The firft refolution of 
Auguft had been fent in another fliip, which although difpatched be-, 
fore was not yet arrived; fo that the firft intelligence of it came in the 
Hardwicke, with that of November. The novelty of this refolution. 
fubjefted it to. the imputation of abftirdity : it was faid that the powers, 
of the country, accuftomed to treat with one chief,, would regard 
the alternate prefidents of Calcutta with mockery inftead of relpecl; 
but another caufe operated on opinions more ftrongly. Colonel 
Clive had .felt and exprefled relentment at the riegledl of himfelf in. 
the company’s orders, - for no ftation was marked fprjiim in the new 
eftabliftiment : much money remained, due on the claims of the 
treaties ; the .-Nabob might prove refradlory if Clive fliould depart ; 
and all concurred- in thinking he would beft defend what he had 
won, , in cafe the French ftiould make any attempt in the province. 
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The th ICC leading memhei-a of the council were more imprefled 
tlum any with tlicfc apprclienfions, and propofed to the reft that 
Clive Ihould be reipicfted to accept of die government under the 
ulna! medwS ; the vote was unanimous, and the tender was made 
and accepted on the 26th of June. 

Intelligence of the fall of Fort St. David had arrived on the 20th, 
and left no doubt of Mr. Lally’s intention of belieging Madrafs as 
foiin as tlie Knglilh lipiadron (hould he obliged by the monfoon to 
tpilt l!ie coalt in October, unlcfs he Ihould prefer to detach a part 
of I’.i^ force it) Bengal. 

On die 4th of July, letters wore, received from Anundcrauze- 
(iau/Apetty, who had fuccceded the I-Vajah Vizeramrauze, In his 
]H)\ver anti territory in the provinces of Rajahmundrum and Chi- 
cacole. .Anundcrau/.e, dlllluislicd with the arrangements made by Mr. 
Bully on the death of his prcdcccllt)r, had waited an opportunity to 
t.ike his revenge ; which occurred foon after Mr. Bully’s departure, 
by the cmbanv.ltlnents in whicli he wa.s involved at Aurengahad by 
tlsc animollry tif Ni/aunally, and the orders of Mr. Lally for his re- 
turn inttJthc Carnatic. Anuiulerau/e, on this intelligence, marched 


from hI^t•tfu!encc of Vizianagarum, and retook Vizagapatam from the 
Frtiich p,anlft)n, of wlilch lie lent advices, otlcrlng to furrender tlie 
place, It) the Frefuleiicy of Madrafs; and requefting diem to fend 
a large detaciinient, whieh he intended to join with his own 
force.s, anil rake die four provinces, which the French had ob- 


tained from tile Subah of the Decan ; but finding that no troops 
could be fpai'ed from the Carnatic, he now made the fame propofils 
to the piefulency of Bengal, wiiere the projctft leemed delufive or 
clfnnerlcal to all but Clive. However, nothing could be determined 
before the month of September, when Ihips might quit the river, 
and the intentions of Air. failly would probably be alcertained. 

The real llate of the Englilh aftalrs in the Carnatic could be no 


longer concealed in Bengal, and required more complacency than 
rile iiovernment of Calcutta had Indierto ftiewh to the inclinations 
of Meer Jalljer, who regarded the ciicreafe of their diftreftes with 
I'ecret joy as the redemption of liis own liberty. He would Imme- 
illately have gratified his favourite vengeance againft Roydoolub, if 

Z z 2 die 
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the cllfconteiit: of his troops for want of pay had not rendered hr 
ciangerous to ^ivc tlieni fucii a pretence of ruiniilt, before tliey were 
fitisned. In other points of the government he was obferved to 
r.hlmie a fterncr air of authority, and told one of his favorites, wlio 
hetraved the converfation, that if a French force fhoiild come into 
tiie province he would adife them, unlefs the Englilh rcleall-d liim 
from r.ll their claims of money, territory, and exemptions. 

Clive Iiad expedetl this change in tlic Nabob’s condud, becaide 
lie knew it to be none in his mind ; and, in order to prevent him, 
at leaft for a wliilc, from committing any cxcefies in his capital, as 
Well as to exhibit the appearance of union and cordiality to the 
public, the prelidency invited him, as on a vilit of pleaflire, and 
ns a co’n[>liment to Clive on his acceptance of the government, to 
pal's foiue ^lays at Calcutta. Mr. Watts was deputed to give the 
invitation. The Nabob faw die drift, and helitated, but at length 
coareufcd as icon as his boats /hould come from Dacca. I'licy are 
a magninceut ileet kept at a great expence for pomp and amufement, 
and die Nabob, with his family and women, every year pafs a 
month ill them at this I'eafou, when the Codimbir/.ar river is liighed. 
'I'he}* come from Dacca, decked and adorned, and return thither as 
liion as the fefiival Is over, to remain ufelefs until wanted for tlie 
fame occaiion in the next year. 
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his firft .meafure, threatened the Rajah of Nuddeah wltlv impnlbn- 
nieiit, who, frightened; Red to Calcutta, preferring to truR himfelf 
to the clemency of theEngliih. Thls exercife of authority, neither 
diliivowed nor difapproved, immediately placed Nuncomar in that 
confpicuous Ration of terror, which is the- objeft of ambition in 
India, as the certain means of wealth : but knowing that the prac- 
tices by which he was to make his fortune could not efcape the fa- 
gacity and experience of Roydoolub, he now became as apprehenfive 
of his controul, as he had hitherto been felicitous of his favour, andi 
call: about to fecond the Nabob’s intention of removing him from. 
the duanny. Scrafton fulpefled the views of Nuncomar, which 
deterred him from conferring either with- the Nabob or his fon, bur 
he held nightly meetings with the emiflary in whom they moft con- 
fided, and reprelented that the Englilh would no longer interfere ia 
any arrangements, which the Nabob might think proper to make in* 
his government, provided they received the balances of the treaty 
monies, which he undertook to fee regularly paid. His arguments- 
were at t-liis junfture the more welcome, becaufe Roydoolub con- 
tinued to evade the furnifhing of money for the demands of the- 
army, whofe impatience had obliged the Nabob to difburfe a part 
of his gold, which was, as ufual, trealured up againR extremity,. 
The fcheme would not have been void of rifque, if Nuncomar andi ' 
others had not eftranged the powerful houfe of the Seats from the 
interefts. of Roydoolub, by reprefentations, that they would be called: 
on for money to fupply the Nabob’s exigencies, if Roydoolub con- 
tinued to delay the fupplies from the revenues. On the 24th Rajah- 
bullub, formerly mentioned in the reign of Allaverdy, as father o£‘ 
Kiflendafs, and duan to Nowagis Mahomed, who had held in appa- 
nage the government of the province of Dacca, was appointed duan to* 
Meerum, and on the 26th Roydoolub was ordered to- deliver over to- 
Rajahbullub the accounts and fuperintendance of that province, Roy- 
doolub faw the whole extent of his danger unexpectedly and at once,, 
and immediately requefted leave to retire with his family and effedts. 
to Calcutta. The Nabob confented, but Meerum refiifed, until he had^ 
furniflied a fum fufficient to fatisfy the troops.. Matters were in this 
I Rate,, 
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ftate, when Mr. Watts arrived on the 4th of Augiift, with the in- 
vitation of the council to the Nabob, who, defiroiis of appearing 
unconcerned in what was to follow, confented to proceed with him 
to Calcutta. The boats, which were now arrived from Dacca, were 
ordered to proceed and wait at Augadeep, where the Nabob in- 
tended to join them, after he had taken the diverfion of hunting in 
the ifland of Coffimbuzar, which in the middle is covered with 
jungles, the repair of many deer and * tigers ; but this amufement 
was only a pretext to remain within call of the city, which he left 
on the 6th accompanied by Mr. Watts. . Two days after his depar- 
ture his fon Meerum ordered a body of troops, who were clamouring 
for their pay, to go and demand it of Roydoolub. They furrounded 
and befet the enclofures of his houfe, which were Ipacious ; and 
Roydoolub had gathered a confiderable number of his own troops, 
amongft whom were fome European deferters.. Mr. Scrafton arrived 
at Roydoolub’s houfe before any blood was Ihed, and prevailed on 
both fides to remain quiet, until he could inform Mr. Watts, who was 
then halting with the Nabob at Moncarrah, -14 miles to the fouth 
of the city. The Nabob pretended to know nothing of what was 
palling, and authorifed Mr. Watts to bring away Roydoolub. He 
arrived in the city juft in time to fave his life ; for Meerum, appre- 
henfive of prevention, had ordered the troops to feize his perfon at 
any rifque ; and Roydoolub had prepared a dofe of poifon to prevent 
the indignity. Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton immediately put him, 
with a few attendants, into his boats, and accompanied him with 
a party of Sepoys in others : they arrived at Calcutta before the 
Nabob, who waited at Hughley until Clive and moft of the council 
paid tlieir refpecls to him there. He then proceeded with them to 
Calcutta, where he was entertained for feveral days with pomp and 
feftivity. He fet out on his return to Muxadavad on the 2 1 ft of 
Auguft, and arrived there on the firft of September. During his 
ablcnce, Meerum had continued guards over the houfe of Roydoolub 
and of his three brothers, all of whom had employments in the re- 
venue. Mr. Haftings, who had fuccecdcd Mr. Scrafton as the agent 
of tile prefidcncy at the city, was afraid of giving offence to the 

Nabob, 
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Nabob, If.he flioiilcl employ thb En«vli(h tmopu at Oofllmbuzat to 
protea them, and was equally uuwilliiip; to ailvilb Uoydooliib’a liimily 
to remove without this aid, left the women Ihoiild be flopped, and 
the iiiftilt produce a fiay between their j'etiiuieii, and the (.I'oopa liy 
which they were befet ; but the rcpeateil reipiefli! of Clive at Iciij'lh 
prevailed on the Nabob to permit tlieir d(;partiire, and I boy fbt out 
for Calcutta on the i3th, cfcorted by a guard of JCnglifb ibldioru. 
The next night but-one the city was alarmed by a new I'limult. 

On the 4th of September in this year, bej«-iin llie Midiarram, or 
lirft month of thcMahomedan year, of v/bieli tjjo firft ten daya am 
efpecially confecrated to devotion. I’he palacci; of tbe NaI»ob and bia 
fon Meerum flood on the weftern bank of the CofflndiU/ar river, but 
at fome diftance from each other. On the night of the i ^th of Sep- 
tember, which was the 9th of the Moharrarn, tiie Maboh mutt to 
his fon’s in a boat, and obferved the /bore cronded with a mneh 
greater number of people than ufual. Returning In iiia p dankin, ho 
flopped to pay his devotions at the principal moffpie of the city, and 
had previoufly ordered his generrd, Cojaifadde, to flalion a fii/fl- 
cient number of troops to keep off the popohea ; hut, oii ontoniifr 
theenclofure of the mofque, found it filled and furroniided by (hpoya' 
amongfl whom v/ere fcveral jernautdar. [>{;Io/;ging to Copt liaddce, 
who, iniread of the ufual refpect, kept tfjcir f:ars> y/irfiiji, y/}jH(t 
ihdr fa’idkr.' thronged tumukuoufiy about the Nabob, and f/mvonted 
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between them and the Nabob’s guard : prefently after, another offi- 
cer, who had ferved in the divifion of troop.s commanded by Roydbo- 
liib, came in, and faid that Roydoolub had fent a bill of exchange 
from Calcutta for two lacks of rupees, which was. to be paid by Meer 
Allee, one of his dependants, to Coja Haddee, who was to diftribute 
this money amongft the troops, to induce them to rife under pretence 
of demanding their arrears, when they were, to furround and cut off 
the Nabob. The Nabob, without farther examination, difnaiffed 
Coja Haddee "from' his fervice,. with orders to leave the city, and; ap- 
pointed Mahmdee Cawn, a Pitan, to the poft of Buxey, or captain 
general of his forces. 

In this manner was the ftory related on the fecond-day after the 
tumult at the pavilion by the Nabob himfelf tb Mr.'Haftings ; - and 
■the very day after it happened. Rajah Binderhund, one of Roydoo- 
lub’s brothers, in a private conference on this fubjedt, told' Mr. 
Haftings, that the troops then aflembled were at his devotion. This 
fuggeftion induced Mr. Haftings to believe the accufation againft 
Roydoolub; but Colonel Clive fufpedted, and ordered ftridter enquiry. 
In the mean time, the Nabob had informed Mr. Haftings, that he 
had got poffeffion of a letter written by Roydoolub to Coja Pladdee, 
in which Mr. Watt's and Mr.- Scrafton were mentioned as having 
confented to their projedt of deftroying him ; but he refufed to give 
a copy of the letter until he faw Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton. Mr. 
Haftings reprefented the Implication and indignity of their coming to 
be confronted with, fuch an accufation ; on which the Nabob re- 
quefted him to write, land fent one of his own officers to Calcutta, 
to requeft that they might be fent, in order to fettle a new fcheme 
he had projedted for difcharging the. monies for which he had given 
tuncaws on the provinces.' ' Before this he had paid the arrears 
due to the troops under the Immediate command of Coja Haddee, 
which were 1200 horfe, and had obliged them to quit the province 
in differei-it bands by different routs ; but Coja Haddee himfelf was 
fuffered to remain in the city until the 1 1 th of Odlober, when he was 
permitted to depart, accompanied by 30 horfemen, and with affur- 
anqes'that he fhould receive no injury, provided he raifed no dif- 

turbance. 
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turbnnce. A few days after, the Nabob was informed that Mr. Watts 
and ^^r. Scrafton were not likely. to come to him, on which he de- 
livered a copy of the letter imputed to Roytloolub ; and, although he 
had before laid it had been intercepted, he now confefled that 
his Ion Meerum had obtained it from Coja Haddec, on a promife of 
reconciliation. The letter “ exhorts Coja Haddec to carry tlie adair 
“ in which he is engaged into immediate execution. Roydoolub will 
“ be with him in time ; has written to Mcer Alii to fupply the ex- 
“ peaces ; has half engaged Scid Coffini Ally Khan, and leaves it to 
“ the diferetion of Coja Haddec to bring him over entirely ; will 
“'hfliuedly comply with what was agreed upon between himfelf and 
‘‘ Coja Haddec ; has gained the concurrence of Colonel Clive by the 
“ means of Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton, and has taken the dlf- 
charge of the tuncaws, and tlic arrears of the Nabob’s army upon 
“ himfelf.” Tlie caution of Roydoolub during the confederacy againre 
Surajah Dowlali, in whicli he never ventured to write, or even to 
fend a meflage, rendered it fcarccly probable tijat he Ihould thus 
throw himfelf into the power of Coja I laddee, on pretences he knew 
to be fuflitious ; and it was Aill more abfurd to fuppoll*, that, living 
in Calcutta without means of efcape, he Ihould dare Co heinous a fhl- 
fity again ft Clive, wiiofe feverity he had learned to dread as much 
as he refpctftcd his proteilton. Clive regarded the letter as a for- 
gery of the Nabob’s anil his Ion in order to exafperate him againft 
Roydoolub, whom, if he Ihould not punilh more feverely, ‘they ex- 
pected at leaft he would turn out of Calcutta, when the}'- might plun- 
der him, without controul, of his wealth, as the ranfom of his life. 
But on the other hand it appeared ftrange that they Ihould produce 
a letter, which, if not true, might be ealily diiproved by a ftridl ex- 
amination of Coja Haddec on the whole feries of his connexion with 
Roydoolub. Their permiliion of Coja Haddec’s departure was already a 
ftrong indication of their apprehenfion of this teft, and a few days after 
came news, that he and feveral of his followers had been killed in a 
fray witli the troop.s ftationed at Rajahmahal, under the command of 
Daud Khan, who was the Nabob’s brotlier. His head- was brought 
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t&Muxad'avad and viewed with miich; complacence by. the Nabob-- 
and his fpn*. Still it.remained to.examine Seid Cpffim Ally Khah» 
and'Meer Alii; but at this time- the forces, of the Englifh’ prefi* 
d'ency were lo much, dimmifhed' by an armament fent out. of the 
river to the province of Chi^colci. thatit.beeameneeefiary not to 
provoke the Nabob, .'by' probing, the ignominy of his condii6t;. of 
which Clive had acquired' a fufficient proof, by a letter written in 
his own... hand. to-N.uncomar at Hughley, offering him a title and 
jaghire,. if he would bring' the afEir of Roydoolub-s letter to a good 
end : it was. therefore deemed .imprudent to inflict; the reproach he- 
deferved ; hut Clive told him,, that' if he gave ear to fudi tales^ 
there would be an endta.all.confi'dehcehetween him and‘£he:Englilh 
nation.. 

Farther letters bad been- received in Auguff, from the R^.ah Anun-' 
d'erauze; and'otheradvices, which were apt very corredf^.gave fome ac- 
count of the difcords between Mir. Bufly- and Nizamally at Aurenga- 
bad. Anunderauze repeated more.earneffly,. and ’.with greater, .confi- 
dence, his requeft of a body of troops to drive the French out pf the 
ceded provinces, and. now propofed, , as equally, feafible,. the reduftion 
of Mafulipatam.. Eetters^of the. fame purport came at the fame time 
from Mr. Briftol, whohad'been the agent atCiitteck, and had proceeded 
from thence to Ingeram ^ had Yifited.Anundferauze bn the way, arid 
was received by him with much' good-wilL. A few days- after'arrived 
advices from the prefidency at Madrafs of the fecond engagement 
between the fquad'rons on the of Auguft, with- theiir opinion, that 

the French fhips were fo much difabled that they muff return to their - 
iflands to- refit before they ventured another.;, that the French army was- 
before Tanj ore, and that Mr,. Biifly-was on- his march from Hyder- 
abad to Mafulipatam, from whence he. was- to join Mr., Rally with- 
the greateft part of the force under his command : that this meafure 
indicated Mr. Rally’s intention- of exerting his -whole ftrength in. the 
Carnatic, and left no apprehenfions of his making any. attempt 
againft Bengal ; for which reafbn they expefted the prefidency in this 
province would immediately fend a confiderable part of their force to^ 
4 , enable. 
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enable Madrafs to ftand the brunt , of . the arduous . confliA. which rnuft 
loon enfue. 

No one doubted that Madrafs would be befieged as loon as the 
Monfoon had fent the fquadrons ofFthe coaft, if reinforcements .Ihould 
not .arrive before.? but. Clive did not entertain the furmile that it 
.could be taken whilft it had .provifions.; and as troops were known 
to be in the way from England, if the Ihips in which they were 
embarked Ihould lofe their paflage in tliis year, they would probably 
arrive in the firH: months of the next. Neverthelefs it was necellary, 
if poffible, to idley late the inequality between the Englilh ,and_.Erench 
force in . Coromandel. 

But the preference which each of the. Company’s prefidencies was 
naturally inclined to .give to its own fafety., as the only ground on 
which the property and fortunes -of the whole community were 
eftablilhed, fuggefted apprehenlions, that Madrafs, in the fame 
manner as it had been treated by the prelideiicy of Calcutta, 
would, whatfoever might be the ncceffity of Bengal, detain, on 
their own fervice, whatfoever troops might be fent to their affift- 
ance ; and, although little %vas to be immediately apprehended in 
Bengal from the French, yet the intire eftrangement of the Nabob, 
and the hazard of all that remained due from hiin, were to be ex- 
pe£ted, if he faw the Englilh force too confiderably diminiflied, 
without the immediate power of recall, to oppole either his own at- 
tempts againft them.; or to afford .the affiftance he might want, whe- 
ther in the maintenance of his authority againft his own fubjedts, or 
the defence of his territory againft foreign enemies. 

In confequence of theft conclufions’it was determined not to ftnd 
a body of troops to Madrafs, but to employ all that could with pru- 
dence be fpared, in concert with Anunderauze, againft . the Frenchju... 
the .ceded provinces ?_ which,: wppld. either ..o.ccafion a.diyerfion of their.- 
..troops in the Carnatic, or, if they neglcdted this affiftance, would 
deprive them at once of all they had acquired by^their long con- 
nexion with'fhe Subah of the decan ; and, left any danger during the ' 
expedition Ihould. threaten Bengal, the troops were only to obey the 
immediate orders of Calcutta. 
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The conduct of the expedition was committed' to Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Forde, who, on the invitation of the prefidency to take the 
command of the army in cafe of the departure of Colonel Clive, had 
quitted the King^s fcrvice in Adlercron’s regiment, and arrived 
from the coaft in the month of April. Mr. George Grey was 
fent to continue the courfe of intelligence' at Cutteck, and Mr> 
John Johnftone was diipatched in the Mermaid floop to make the 
neceflary preparations in concert with Anunderauze at Vizagapatam. 
The force allotted for the expedition was 500 Europeans, includiiig 
the artillery-men, 2000 Sepoys, and 100 Lafcars : the artillery were 
fix field-pieces, the befi: brafs fix-pounders, fix 24 pounders for bat- 
tery, a howitz, and an eight-inch mortar. 80000 rupees, and 4000 
gold mohurs, equivalent to 60,000 rupees, were the military cheft 
for immediate expences. The embarkation was made on three of 
the Company’s fhips arrived lately from Europe, on the Thames,, 
a private fhip of 700 tons, with two of the pilot floops of the 
river. The Thames likewife carried a great quantity of provifions 
intended for Madrafs, whither fhe was to proceed as fbon as the pxe- 
fent fervice would permit. By altercations in the council, for the 
meafure was too vigorous to be acceptable to all of them, . and by de- 
lays in the equipment, the veflels were detained in the river uiitii 
the end of September. Their departure left the Englifh force in the 
province barely equal to what they carrried away. 

The progrefs of this expedition after the departure of the armament, 
bears more relation to the affairs of Coromandel than of Bengal. 
The events v/hich immediately enfued in the provinces of Behar and, . 
Bengal, originated from the diftraclions which had for many years 
prevailed at Delhi, the capital of the empire, and from the views and 
operations of a variety of great interefts and powers adling in the 
center of Indoftan. The developement of thefe caufes, and their 
effefts, require an uninterrupted inveffigation of no little compli- 
cation and extent. But the important and nearer contefi: already 
opened between the Englifh and French nations in the Car- 
natic, continues from this time forth with fuch’ incellant energy,. 
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that our narrative, once engaged, cannot quit their operations 
witliout impairing the peiTpicuity nccefliiry to explain the Hrict 
fucceflion of influences, by which preceding- events were continu- 
ally producing thofe which immediately tollowed. We liave there- 
fore determined to continue tills portion of our ftory without in- 
terruption, until the events themlclves begin to lake refpitc; 
when we fliall return to the affairs of Bengal. 


Ends/' the Nisrii Book. 



